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A familiar face will soon become 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s new 
neighbor on the 138-hectare estate to 
which his residence is attached. 

Serhiy Kliuyev, a pro-presidential 
Party of Regions lawmaker, said that 
in late August he signed a deal to 

purchase Tantalit LLC, the lessee of 
127 hectares, or 93 percent of the land 
area, where the Mezhyhirya palatial 
compound is located, some 25 kilome-
ters north of Kyiv. 

The close presidential ally will now 
take the place of a bewildering number 
of proxy companies and individuals for 
a price tag of $18 million, or $141,000 
per hectare, according to Kliuyev. But 

the company might have other assets, 
too.

The obvious speculation is that the 
ownership change is motivated by 
the desire of the compound’s actu-
al owners to safeguard the property, 
since the previous director of Tantalit’s 
parent company has been imprisoned 
in Austria. An Austrian court on April 
5 sentenced Johann Wanovits, 54, the 

former director of Tantalit’s mother 
company, to five years in prison for his 
role in manipulating the share price of 
Telekom Austria.

Yanukovych has never explained to 
the satisfaction of much of the public 
or his political critics how he was 
able to gain control of a valuable for-
mer state residence and who paid for 
the multimillion-dollar improvements. 

Mezhyhyria has come to symbolize 
what critics say is deeply embedded 
corruption in the Yanukovych admin-
istration, accusations that the president 
has consistently denied. 

According to Yanukovych’s income 
declaration for 2012, he merely owns 
a 619-square meter home on 1.76 
hectares of land inside the 138-hect-
are estate. Yanukovych has 8

Mezhyhirya saga takes its latest twist

Father 
FEMEN

BY CHRISTOPHER J. MILLER
MILLER@KYIVPOST.COM

The brain behind the “sextremist” 
FEMEN group, the topless women 
protesters who have gained inter-
national fame and scorn, turns out 
to be a man. At least that is the 
revelation made in a new docu-
mentary called “Ukraine Is Not A 
Brothel.” 

In the hour-long documentary, 
previewed online by the Kyiv Post 
but not available yet in Ukraine, 
Australian film director Kitty 
Green identifies Ukrainian Viktor 
Sviatskiy, 34, as the architect of 
FEMEN’s unusual protests 

Of
The

FEMEN activist Inna Shevchenko 
poses with other members of the 
feminist group during a preview of the 
documentary film “Ukraine Is Not A 
Brothel” presented at the 70th Venice 
Film Festival on Sept. 4. (AFP)
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BY KATERYNA KAPLIUK
KAPLIUK@KYIVPOST.COM

In October 2012 Ukraine suddenly 
kick-started a booming oil products 
export to Belize. In the first month, 
Ukraine exported nearly $60 million 
worth of gasoline to the small Caribbean 
country. By the end of the last quarter, 
gasoline exports reached $209 million, 
according to the State Statistics Service.

Exports to Belize grew even faster 
this year. In the first five months of 
2013 exports of oil products to Belize, 
an oil-rich nation itself, topped $740 
million. And then, out of the blue, the 
government changed its statistics.

The Ministry for Revenues and Fees 
released six-month data on July 30 
that showed the export of oil products 
to Belize somehow shrank to $92.7 
million. The State Statistics Service 
followed suit. This means that $648 
million worth of gasoline products 
somehow vanished.

The change in statistics was inter-
preted by industry experts as a cov-
er-up for vast business activities, pos-
sibly shady. Both the ministry and 
the State Statistics Committee denied 
wrongdoing, saying the change was of 
a purely technical nature.

The ministry’s statistics changed just 
five days after a news report in the Kyiv 
Post, which pointed out the ballooning 
trade and suggested that Belize, an 
offshore haven, was simply used for tax 
evasion purposes. The Kyiv Post then 
found that if the January-May state 
statistics were to be believed, Ukraine 
consumed and exported 1.6 million 
tons more gasoline than it produced 
and imported in total.

An Interfax-Ukraine report as of 
October 2012 linked all of the Belize 
gasoline trade to three obscure com-
panies: Zovnitransgaz, Armada-Plus 
and Petrol-Forwarding. These, in turn, 
were linked by Dzerkalo Tyzhnya’s 
sources to Serhiy Kurchenko, a young 

multi-millionaire who is often believed 
to be a major member of the “family,” 
a group of people close to President 
Viktor Yanukovych. Kurchenko’s com-
pany did not answer Kyiv Post requests 
for comment.

Coincidentally, Oleksandr Klymenko, 
the minister for fees and revenues, 
the agency that tweaked the statistics, 
is also often referred to by political 
observers as a member of the “family.”

The State Statistics Service, in their 
explanation accompanying export data, 
said that their data were “clarified” by 
the Ministry for Revenues and Fees. 
Data for about a dozen countries were 
affected, mostly offshore countries or 
zones with attractive tax legislation like 
Cyprus, the Marshall Islands, Malta, 
Switzerland, Seychelles, and Panama.

The “clarification” affected such cat-
egories as fuel, aircraft and ships. In 
one case, the figures for export of ships 
to Cyprus decreased by $31 million. 
But Belize was by far affected the most.

In its response to a Kyiv Post inqui-
ry, the revenues and fees ministry 
explained that the updated data no 
longer takes into account re-export 
of commodities, especially those that 
passed through customs warehouses. 
Only straight export of oil products is 
now accounted for.

The ministry cited a United Nations 
document called International 
Merchandise Trade Statistics: Concepts 
and Definitions 2010 as the reason why 
re-export data is no longer accounted 
for in national statistics.

However, the ministry’s interpreta-
tion fails to take into account a part 
of the UN recommendation on re-ex-
port. “Re-exports are exports of foreign 
goods which were previously recorded 
as imports. It is recommended that 
re-exports not only be included in total 
exports but also be separately identi-
fied (coded) for analytical purposes,” 
the UN guidelines say.

Incidentally, Zovnitransgaz, the most 
active exporter of oil products, as of 
Aug. 1 owned seven bonded warehous-
es in Kyiv and other regions, according 
to the ministry’s register of such ware-
houses.Their ownership allows the 
company to conduct customs clearance 
through a special procedure. Petrol-
Forwarding and Armada Plus own 
warehouses in Odesa and Kirovohrad 
regions, respectively. Gasoline import-
ed to all these warehouses is exempt 
from customs duties and excise tax.

Zovnitransgaz was founded in 
September 2011 by its sole owner and 
director Oleg Kolosov. The company 
was registered in Simferopol, Crimea.

The Ministry for Revenues and Fees 
told Svoboda lawmaker Yuriy Syrotyuk 
in response to his parliamentary inqui-
ry that in the first four months of this 
year, 1.259 million tons of oil prod-
ucts passed clearance in warehouses 
belonging to Zovnitransgaz, Armada-
Plus and Petrol-Forwarding. Then, 
1.203 million tons of oil products were 
re-exported from Ukraine, according to 
the ministry data, and these shipments 
were free of tax.

Kyiv Post staff writer Kateryna Kapliuk 
can be reached atkapliuk@kyivpost.com.

Ministry adjusts trade  
numbers with Belize

Back to school
Throughout Ukraine, the tradi-
tional first school bells rang on 
Sept. 1. During the ceremonies, 
students of all ages dress up 
and attend ceremonies for 
the start of another academic 
year. Kyiv Post photo editor 
Pavel Padufalov and photogra-
pher Kostyantyn Chernichkin 
went out to capture the joy-
ous events at schools No. 53 
and 269 in Kyiv. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)
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The Ukrainian kids’ food industry is gradually moving from quantity toward 
quality. If before import substitution was the manufacturers’ main goal,  
the functionality of children’s nutrition products is now on the front, too. The 
Lactalis company sets a pioneering trend, launching children milk products 
enriched with Omega-3 acids under the brand name “Loko Moko.”

The Lactalis company is a new entrant to the Ukrainian dairy products 
market for children over 3 years old. Recently the manufacturer introduced 
a daughter brand of ‘Lactel’ — “Loko Moko” (desserts and tworozhki). “Loko 
Moko” is produced at two sites — Pavlograd in the Dnepropetrovsk region, 
and in Nikolayev. The price range of “Loko Moko” is “medium +.” According 
to Natalia Dzhepo, a Lactalis Group Brand Manager, “Loko Moko” children’s 
products are aimed at the 3+ age group. They are unique not only because 
of their optimal balance of nutritional substances — the products contain 
Calcium + vitamin D3, but also Omega-3, a vital element for the balanced 
growth of a child.

Euromonitor International analysts predict the global market for health-
care products (including functional, hypoallergenic, organic etc), growth up to 
$1 trillion in 2017. According to this data, about 30% of world food compa-
nies now invest in the manufacture of healthcare products. At the same time 
the growth rates of the healthy nutrition industry exceed food industry devel-
opment averages. Dairy and bakery foods dominate in the world market of 
functional food products with a share of almost 73%, which is not surprising 
as milk foods have extra nutritional value and preventive effects in GI tract 
activity recovery. Meanwhile, leading manufacturers have already shifted to 
the development of functional products for children. In the Ukrainian market 
there is a great variety of kids’ food enriched with calcium, vitamin C, fortified 
vitamins, Iodine, Iron and non-GMO. But for dairy products for children over 
3 years old the choice is not that large. The lion’s share of manufacturers 
concentrate on babies under 3 but when a child joins his parents at the din-
ing table, they no longer pay attention to nutritional issues. 

It is this very segment that is now filled by the Lactalis company with the 
launch of the new child brand “Loko Moko” enriched with Omega-3 acids.

As nutrition specialists note, Omega-3 fatty acids play an essential role in 
brain development as our brain cells have membranes which are built out of 
this important component. In the grey matter of the human brain, Omega-3 
acids make up more than 50% of its content.

Omega-3 enables the fast increase of energy levels necessary for the 
impulse transmission of signals from one cell to another. This improves 
mental power and thinking skills, and the storing and fast extraction of infor-
mation in and from the memory.

‘Children who take Omega-3 with their food are more focused, have less 
stress and hyperactive behavior, and have better learning scores’ notes 
Natalia Dzhepo.

A great many companies in Ukraine have expressed a desire to manu-
facture products containing Omega-3 fatty acids for adults. And this is not 
just fancy trend chasing. Dozens of scientific studies are in favor of Omega-
3 components for human health. Omega-3 is the ultimate benefit in the 
functional nutrition products market. Omega-3 deficiency can lead to many 
health disorders and complications. It is even more important for children 
than for adults as the body is building brain cells with Omega-3’s help. Our 
body is unable to produce Omega-3 acids by itself — they must come from 
outside in the food we eat. One of the main sources of Omega 3 is sea fish, 
such as herring, sardines, salmon and halibut. However,children are not 
always that fond of fish! That is why a tasty dairy product containing Omega-3 
acids helps mothers to solve the problem. For instance, in Norway doctors 
recommend Omega-3 for babies from six months old. In other European 
countries it is from the age of three. Pediatricians consider about 400 grams 
of fresh fruit and vegetables a day and sea fish 3 not less than 2–3 times a 
week to be a good diet for the healthy growth of children aged 4–10. But 
in reality this doesn’t happen very often. Even in the families with traditions 
of good, healthy food, a child can suffer an Omega-3 fatty acids deficit. 
Environmental problems, the effects of cooking or food processing (when 
fish is frozen the amount of Omega-3 is halved) and the fact that many kids 
do not like fish can all contribute to a deficit. And children who do have an 
Omega-3 deficit can have difficulties with studying and behavioral problems 
at school. They are easily distracted and are often hyperactive.

* Nota Bene
Child food production in Ukraine has increased by a half to 16,000 tonnes since the 
beginning of the year. Furthermore, over the last six months, the biggest growth rates 
were shown in liquid kids’ food and milk-based production — up 51% to 12,000 tonnes.
The number of locally produced products is growing, with two new plants opened last 
year in the Kyiv region. The Ministry of Agrarian Policy for Food in Ukraine predicts that 
growth dynamics will allow the manufacturers to substitute imported products and also 
to export significant amounts.Today’s Ukrainian consumer is no longer satisfied with 
just a run of the mill, standard quality product for their kids. Long ago did our fellow-
countrymen started to read labels and to check the contents — for instance: ‘Are there 
any allergenic chemicals, GM foods, artificial additives or aromatizes?’ etc. Ukrainians are 
not indifferent to modern worldwide trends such as building up health with a good diet 
to ward off illness.  Nowadays the producer has to offer multifunctional products — just 
making a natural, standard quality product is no longer enough. They must also provide 
additional benefits. That means the product must be enriched with vitamins, minerals 
and other valuable ingredients. And nowhere is this more important than with kids food.

FOOD ADVISER
Advertisement

Do you believe that Russia’s blockage 
of Ukrainian import was a reaction 
to Ukraine’s intentions to sign 
Association Agreement with EU?

Source: Research and Branding Group nationwide poll of 2,079 Ukrainians on Aug.20-31. The margin of error is 2.2 percent.
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BY OKSANA GRYTSENKO
GRYTSENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

It was hard to believe one’s eyes on Sept. 
5 as Ukraine’s parliament, notorious for 
brawls and squabbling, almost unani-
mously approved five bills required for 
signing the Association Agreement with 
the European Union this November.

Although both the ruling party 
and the opposition vowed to support 
the requisite legislation for European 
integration, seeing it happen was a 
spectacle. Unexpectedly, even the 
Communists contributed votes.

Parliament still has more than a 
dozen laws pending, and most of the 
newly approved ones require a second 
reading. The most important bill, the 
one that would reform the prosecu-
tor’s office, is still being examined by 
the Venice Commission, the Council 
of Europe’s advisory body on constitu-
tional matters whose endorsement is 
essential for the bill’s advancement in 
parliament.

But parliament had little to say 
over the imprisonment of Yulia 
Tymoshenko, the former prime min-
ister. Her freedom is also viewed as 
compulsory for signing the agreement 
at the Eastern Partnership summit in 
Vilnius, Lithuania, on Nov. 27.

“We don’t take European integration 
as some kind of religion for which 
there’s a need to pass the laws,” said 
Communist Party lawmaker Spiridon 
Kilinkarov. “We just vote for the point 
of these laws.”

The EU is expected to assess 
Ukraine’s progress and make the final 
decision on whether to sign the two 
landmark agreements on Oct. 21.

Approved on Sept. 5
1. Changes to the Criminal Code 

on prisoner conditions
The law was approved in the second 

reading with 379 votes. “We should 
vote the entire day this way,” par-
liament speaker Volodymyr Rybak 
joked. His wish nearly came true. The 
bill allows prisoners to wear civilian 
clothes, use cell phones and see family 
members more frequently. The law will 
come into effect when the president 
signs it. But Iryna Lutsenko, the wife 
of former political prisoner and former 
Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko, said 

the law was merely ornamental and 
said she would file her own version. 

2. On implementation of court 
decisions

The law improves the enforcement 
of court rulings. In particular, it com-
pels the state to pay compensation to 
citizens soon after European Court 
for Human Rights rulings. Ukraine is 
among the five top countries that files 
the most complaints to the court on 
human rights abuses. 

The opposition initially budged 
against voting for this bill, saying it 
would allow the government to ignore 
debts it currently owes to citizens who 
won court cases. But the controversial 
part was swiftly removed, and the law 
received 340 votes in the first reading.

3. Amendments to customs tariffs
The law was boycotted by the oppo-

sition just two days prior because 
it contains some parts beneficial for 
pro-government businesses. Those 
parts were partially amended, and the 
law got 365 votes. “We have removed 
the issues, to which there were objec-
tions,” Viktor Pynzenyk of the opposi-
tion told the Kyiv Post. The law was 
required to bring Ukraine’s customs 
legislation in-line with World Trade 
Organization standards.

4. Constitutional amendments to 
promote independence of judges

Arseniy Yatseniuk, head of 

Batkivshchyna, the biggest opposition 
faction in parliament, initially said that 
this law increases the dependence of 
judges on the president, and that the 
opposition prepared its own bill, which 
“seriously differs from the presidential 
one” and includes proposals to liq-
uidate the Constitutional Court and 
introduces a procedure to impeach 
judges. But despite the criticism, all 
factions voted for the presidential draft 
to be sent to the Constitutional Court – 
the first step in the lengthy procedure 
of amending the Constitution. 

Yatsenuik later said the opposition was 
sticking to its agreement with the parlia-
ment speaker and the president’s admin-
istration on Sept. 4 to support all legal ini-
tiatives to do with European integration. 
The law was supported by 377 votes.

5. Repeat election date set for 
five troubled single-mandate par-
liamentary districts 

The pro-government majority and the 
opposition also managed to find a com-
promise on when to hold elections in 
five parliamentary constituencies where 
results of the Oct. 28, 2012 election 
were undetermined due to major fraud 
or other factors. Dec. 15 was set as the 
re-election date by 371 votes. The Party of 
Regions originally insisted on a later date.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana 
Grytsenko can be reached at grytsenko@
kyivpost.com.

Parliament acts fast to 
please EU except on 
issue of Tymoshenko

A lawmaker of from Vitali Klitschko’s opposition UDAR party puts on a 
shirt reading “Ukraine is Europe” on Sept. 3 to support Ukraine signing an 
Association Agreement with the European Union on Nov. 27. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)-

Regardless of what politicians in Russia and Ukraine say, Ukrainians interpreted the brief August trade war with 
Russia as a Kremlin attempt to quash Ukraine’s pro-European drive. Ukrainians prefer integration with the European 
Union over joining the Eurasian Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan.
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Emptiness
As Kitty Green’s new documentary “Ukraine Is Not a Brothel” made clear, 
the FEMEN topless women’s movement is mostly about bare breasts, 
a hunger for publicity and…not much else. No great passion to change 
society for the better. That’s the impression we got from previewing the 
Australian filmmaker’s hour-long film based on 14 months of living with 
FEMEN.

We kind of figured it out ourselves in 2008 when we wrote one of the 
first articles about FEMEN. In the early days, they were a breath of fresh 
air – calling attention in novel ways to the problem of sexual exploitation 
of Ukrainian women through prostitution abroad and sex tourism at 
home. But by 2011, their antics lost meaning. In a Nov. 17, 2011 editorial, 
“End this show,” the Kyiv Post wrote: “They became publicity-obsessed 
showgirls who nowadays seem more interested in putting on a perfor-
mance more worthy of a tawdry strip joint.”

Green’s documentary broke new ground by portraying a foul-mouthed 
Ukrainian man named Viktor Sviatskiy as the mastermind behind the 
group. The film shows him having a Svengali-like influence over the 
women. In one scene, Sviatskiy dons a rabbit mask and asks how to 
say rabbit in English, then says: “I fucking rabbit.” He suggests that he 
launched FEMEN for sexual reasons. He talks poorly about the women 
and goes into an obscenity-laced tirade against them for not following his 
instructions at a protest.

“These girls are weak…They don’t even have the desire to be strong. 
Instead they show submissiveness, spinelessness and lack of punctuality 
and many other factors which prevent them from becoming political 
activists,” Sviatskiy tells Green. Sviatskiy blithely acknowledges the irony 
of a man leading a feminist organization: “I am a patriarch in an organiza-
tion against patriarchy.” Even FEMEN’S Alexandra Shevchenko admits his 
influence is unhealthy. “It isn’t exactly slavery, but we might call it that...
we need to end this relationship,” she says. 

And with that, we hope photojournalists end their fixation with 
FEMEN’s breasts. There are better role models for feminism. We abhor the 
physical attacks on FEMEN. It appears that the group is being hounded 
out of Ukraine. Their free speech rights and their safety – as anyone else’s 
– deserve government protection. But we also hope the group’s members 
use their relocation to France to think about smarter ways to solve some 
of Ukraine’s most pressing problems.

Vanishing millions
It took a clever internal instruction, and $648 million worth of gasoline 
products, simply disappeared. At least they did from the national statistics 
of exports in the first half of 2013 to Belize.

There are two sources of such statistics. It originates from the Ministry 
for Revenues and Fees. Then, the ministry told the State Statistics Service 
to alter their figures.

The ministry cited United Nations guidelines for the new rules that 
exclude some types of data (namely, re-exported gasoline) from the 
national figures. But the reasoning does not stand up to criticism because 
the guidelines, in fact, say this data should also be kept separately.

So why would the ministry need to hide obscure national statistics 
from the public eye? We think we have answers.

Ukraine’s biggest gasoline trader at the moment is Serhiy Kurchenko, a 
young multi-millionaire who shot into the limelight last year. He has been 
linked by an Interfax-Ukraine news report to the three biggest gasoline 
traders selling to Belize. He, as well as Minister for Revenues and Fees 
Oleksandr Klymenko, are members of the “family,” a close circle of advis-
ers to President Viktor Yanukovych and his elder son Oleksandr. 

It would not be surprising if one pal was covering up for another – espe-
cially if there was something to hide. It is doubtful that Belize, a nation 
of 300,000 people with its own oil industry, needed $740 million worth of 
gasoline in the first five months of 2013, as was initially reported.

Nor is there a proper official explanation as to why, in the first five 
months of this year, Ukraine consumed and exported more gasoline than 
it produced and imported – much more, in the range of 1.6 million tons. 
Unless, of course, the “family” critics are right and Ukraine is not export-
ing nearly as much gas as traders claim, and instead are using a scheme 
called “interrupted transit” to avoid taxes. 

It works this way: On paper, a company imports and exports gasoline, 
which allows it to avoid paying excise and import taxes on these prod-
ucts. In reality, the fuel is sold in Ukraine. And if the trader’s documents 
show that the oil products are re-exported though bonded warehouses, 
this business operation no longer registers in the national statistics. Bingo.
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NEWS ITEM: President Viktor Yanukovych can no longer deny knowing who owns the rest of the 136 hectares of land 
on the gigantic estate where he lives after Serhiy Kliuyev, his close political ally and a national lawmaker, announced 
that on Aug. 22 he signed a deal to buy the proxy company that owned the lavish compound. In his first press 
conference after being inaugurated in 2010, Yanukovych told journalists he didn’t know who his neighbor was. 

NEWS ITEM: Health Minister Raisa Bogatyriova on Sept. 3 called on freshmen at a Kyiv medical university to look like 
100 years ago to evoke trust among the patients. “We need to look like doctors did 100 years ago to evoke patients’ 
trust. No excesses in clothes, hairstyles and perfume. Gel nails, unimaginable hair color and hairdos from the catwalk 
are incompatible with the medical profession,” the minister said. Ironically, Bogatyriova, a former gynecologist, is 
nicknamed “Miss Tuning” for plastic surgeries she allegedly underwent, as well as her manicure, hairdo and groomed 
appearance. Bogatyriova has denied undergoing cosmetic surgeries. 

Welcome 
to the 

neighborhood, 
Serhiy!

“Well, Mr. 
President, I 
thought we 

needed to be 
closer.”

“As doctors, you 
need to make 

sure to use 
know-how from 
100 years ago.”
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VOX
populi
WITH 
ALISA SHULKINA

Anna Kolot,
student
“I believe that 
they were one 
of the pecu-
liarities of our 
country. They 
were well-
known across 
the world, not 

in a good way maybe, but still people 
recognized them. The principles and 
ideas that they fought for are the 
things that most of the people of the 
country should fight for. Ukraine is 
going to be missing something now. ”

Oleksiy 
Lyaschenko,
scientist
“I believe that 
everything they 
did was just 
pure politics. I 
was not able 
to determine 
what they 
wanted to say, 

what was their point of view and 
what they wanted to fight for. Maybe 
they didn’t even know themselves. 
As for the fact that they are leaving 
Ukraine, others will come and take 
their place, I am sure. This niche is 
going to be taken, maybe even by 
the people who know what they are 
fighting for.”

Lyudmyla 
Kotelenets,
homemaker
“I have no 
opinion about 
the matter. 
Either they 
close their 
office or 
open it – their 
actions do not 

affect me and it is their business. We 
are busy people. We have to get on 
with our lives with or without them in 
the country. ”

Maria 
Skryshevska,
pensioner
“They have 
decided that 
they are going 
to be more 
comfortable 
away from 
Ukraine. I hon-

estly believe that there are more civ-
ilized ways of protest, so them being 
away is a good thing.”

Petr 
Malnovskiy,
student
“I am glad 
that they are 
going to be 
away from 
Ukraine. What 
does it even 
mean, using 

your breasts as a way of protest? 
It doesn’t mean anything! They are 
future mothers of this country and it 
is just not right to behave this way.”

What do you think 
about the FEMEN 
topless protest group’s 
decision to close their 
office in Kyiv and leave 
Ukraine after some of 
the women were 
physically assaulted?

li

The director of state-run pharmaceutical company 
Indar, Liubov Vyshnevska, recently came under a 
criminal investigation after she refused to provide 
information on certain medicines that the company 
allegedly makes and which it successfully sells to the 
health ministry for millions of hryvnias. 

The investigation was the result of watchdog activ-
ity by the Anti-Corruption Action Center in partner-
ship with Ukrainian lawmakers who are members of 
the Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against 
Corruption. 

Indar was established in 1997 exclusively to pro-
duce affordable and inexpensive insulin, which the 
company did until 2012. But that year Indar started 
to win health ministry bids for the supply of new, 
yet untypical medicines for the plant, in particular 
medicine for antiretroviral therapy and tuberculosis 
treatment. 

Several public statements by the director, 
Vyshnevska, accompanied this new development and 
claimed the plant’s production line of medicines had 
been expanded. In particular, Vyshnevska more than 
once announced that the plant would start producing 
medicine locally for the Chicago-based pharmaceuti-
cals company Abbott Laboratories. 

Apparently, Indar had passed Abbott company 
inspections and arrangements were made to gradu-
ally start making the American company’s medicines 
at Indar in Ukraine. 

The Anti-Corruption Action Center could not 
confirm whether Abbott had conducted an inspec-
tion of Indar. Indar did, however, start re-packaging 
medicines, in line with Vyshnevska’s proclamations of 
localizing production. 

The meteoric rise of Indar to become the leader 
of Ukraine’s pharmaceutical market also coincided 
with substantial changes that took place in public 
procurement laws in the last year that favored Indar. 

In July 2012, the public procurement law ceased 
being applicable to Indar and any other state enter-
prise. Thus, in the Ukrainian pharmaceutical busi-

ness, this meant complete secrecy for how and from 
where the state-enterprise Indar procures the medi-
cine that it, in turn, sells to the health ministry: does it 
make the medicine or re-sell it from another supplier? 

Then in April 2013 a bill was passed which gave 
Indar the green light to a wider circle of health 
ministry orders. The draft law allows public procure-
ment clients to include “the presence of our own 
manufacturing facilities” as a qualification criterion 
on medical bids, the same thing of which the Indar 
director had boasted. 

We took an interest in Indar Plc following a TVi 
cover story into the company’s uncanny ability to 
“forsee” public procurement tenders of the health 
ministry. 

According to the investigation, on June 11, 2012, 
Indar Plc signed a contract with Altona Trade Agency 
LLP to purchase glucose test strips. The contract was 
worth $1.93 million. On that serendipitous date, the 
Ministry of Health announced a call for proposals 
to purchase glucose test strips for the same exact 
quantity. On Aug. 23, 2012, the ministry named Indar 
the bid winner and gave the company a 100 percent 
advance payment. In turn, Indar Plc transferred this 
money to Latvia in September 2012, where Altona 
Trade Agency LLP had its bank account in Privat 
Bank in Riga. As soon as the money reached Latvia, 
Altona Trade Agency LLP started its liquidation 
process. 

Our quick research of Altona Trade Agency LLP 
found that this company was established by Intera 
Limited in Denver, Colorado, a small mass-pro-
duction company, and London-based Croftex Ltd. 
After signing the contract with Indar Plc, Altona 
Trade Agency changed its founding members to two 
companies belonging to the same person, Ruairi 
Laughlin-Mccann. 

Then, Laughlin-Mccann’s companies were changed 
to two Belize-based companies Corporex Limited and 
Integrex Limited, which filed for Altona’s liquidation, 
making it impossible to prosecute Altona Trade 
Agency LLP for assisting in money laundering.

Thus, the test strip case clearly shows that the 
proceeds from the purchase of medicines by the 
health ministry from the state enterprise Indar, 
sits in foreign bank accounts that belong to foreign 
proxies, who in turn, disappear after they receive 
the money. 

Our research also show that state suppliers of 
medicine purchase drugs at inflated prices from 

offshore proxy companies, who in turn, buy medic-
inal drugs from stock residues or directly from the 
manufacturer. 

Accordingly, state suppliers of medicine like Indar 
don’t make a profit since the entire profit is kept out-
of-country, and so they don’t have money with which 
to invest into the development of pharmaceutical 
production in Ukraine. 

In addition, large pharmaceutical companies can-
not bid for health ministry public procurement 
orders, which would positively impact the value of 
and the quality of medicinal drugs. Furthermore, 
the biggest victims from corruption in medicinal 
public procurement are the nation’s sick who receive 
low-quality, expensive drugs. 

The Anti-Corruption Action Center took an inter-
est to find evidence of – aside from Vyshnevska’s 
statements in the media – whether the Indar plant 
has “its own manufacturing facilities.” Together with 
parliamentarian Lesya Orobets, we submitted a law-
maker’s inquiry to the director of Indar requesting a 
list of drugs manufactured at the plant that it supplies 
to the health ministry. 

In violation of the law, Vyshnevska declined to 
provide a complete response to this and a repeat 
inquiry. In turn, Viktor Chumak, the head of the 
national branch of GOPAC, the Global Organization 
of Parliamentarians Against Corruption, requested 
that law enforcement bring the director of Indar 
to justice for obstructing the work of a member of 
parliament. As a result, criminal proceedings were 
launched against Vyshnevska who faces up to three 
years in prison if found guilty. 

Civil society in Ukraine will closely follow the crim-
inal case and will continue to demand that Indar’s 
management provide a complete and exhaustive 
reply concerning which drugs the plant makes, and 
what it sells to the health ministry. 

The Anti-Corruption Action Center in cooperation 
with GOPAC will also monitor other suppliers of 
drugs to the health ministry since we believe that 
a systemic problem exists in the use of public pro-
curement money in Ukraine, which only enriches a 
small circle of individuals at a time when seriously ill 
people receive less medicine than what is critically 
needed, or in poor quality. We believe that corruption 
is unacceptable when death is a threat.

Halyna Senyk is member of the board of Anti-
Corruption Action Centre, a non-government organiza-
tion. Daryna Kaleniuk is CEO of the same NGO. 

Nation’s sickest fall 
victim to corruption

HALYNA 
SENYK 
AND 
DARYNA 
KALENIUK

In this March file photo, insulin is produced at an Indar center in Kyiv. At 
the same time, the company features in many corruption scandals and its 
director is now under criminal investigation. (UNIAN)
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Many overlook advantages 
of buying government bonds

BY OLGA RUDENKO
RUDENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Foreign companies have frequently 
found it daunting to do business in 
Ukraine. Now, those with represen-
tative offices registered as non-com-
mercial entities have faced increased 
scrutiny by tax collectors.
  Last year, the Ukrainian office of 
Pfizer pharmaceutical company was 
ordered to pay Hr 31 million in taxes 
and fees. The levy dates to 2010 when 
tax inspectors accused the company 
of violating its non-commercial sta-
tus. According to the tax office, the 
pharmaceutical company’s Ukrainian 

branch had imported Hr 21 million 
worth of medicines for testing. 

Normally, representative offices 
with non-commercial status only cover 
payroll taxes, which is usually 50-55 
percent of salaries. In addition to pay-
roll taxes, commercial entities pay 19 
percent income tax and 20 percent in 
value-added tax.

According to Ron Barden, partner of 
PwC in Ukraine, the Pfizer case could 
embolden tax authorities to challenge 
representative offices beyond the phar-
maceutical sector. The trend started 
with the pharmaceutical industry four 
years ago “and they had success. So 
now they want to do more of this,” 

Barden says.
Barden and other experts acknowl-

edge that the tax authorities have a valid 
claim in alleging commercial activity by 
some representative offices. But he com-
plained of indiscriminate enforcement.

“They go after everyone now,” 
Barden says. “Every time they look at 
a non-commercial office, they try to 
assess it. If the office has two or three 
employees and the tax demanded is 
$10,000 to $20,000, the companies 
choose to pay, because it costs more 
to fight. But in some cases they are 
assessing millions of dollars.”

The Ministry of Incomes and Fees, 
which since last year united the tax 
and customs divisions, has become 
a powerful force for cracking down 
on tax evasion and tax avoidance as 
Ukraine seeks to beef up its govern-
ment revenue. 

 According to Serhiy Verlanov, legal 
manager at PwC Ukraine, the ministry 
in 2012 sent 45 pages worth of detailed 
instructions to local tax officials on how 
to treat non-commercial offices. 

“On the ministry level, the approach 
is quite sophisticated. But that’s why 
this approach is hard to understand for 
local tax inspectors, and that’s why the 
application of this approach is quite 

formal, making it difficult to fight with 
a specific tax inspector when being 
audited,” said Verlanov.

Olena Levshun, a partner in EBS 
Ukraine, says international companies 
established non-commercial repre-
sentative offices to enter Ukraine’s 
market because it used to be the 
favored way to establish a presence in 
Ukraine..“To some extent the violation 
(of non-commercial status) was unin-
tentional, because the legislation is 
fuzzy,” she said. 

Dmytro Savchuk, an associate in 
Lavrynovych & Partners law firm, 
says he warns clients who register a 
non-commercial office that their tax 
status may be challenged. “The legis-
lation is intricate, and Ukrainian tax 
inspectors can twist it,” he says.

“The edge is quite thin,” says Viktor 
Shekera, senior manager of tax and 
legal consulting at KPMG Ukraine, of 
the grey zone between commercial 
and non-commercial activities. 

EBS Ukraine’s Levshun believes that 
tax authorities are legitimately target-
ing commercial activities. Companies 
found to have evaded taxes must pay 
the back taxes plus penalties, but com-
pany officials can also be individually 
assessed fines of up to Hr 425,000 for 

a second offense.
To count as non-commercial, the rep-

resentative office must conduct activities 
different from those of the head office. 
“If it’s a staff of two or three people, it 
looks reasonable, but not when it’s 50 
people, a 1,000-square-meter office, and 
100 cars in possession,” Levshun says.

Elena Makeyeva, managing part-
ner of Aksenova and Partners audit 
firm, said: “In the beginning, I ask 
how many in the audience think their 
company is non-commercial. And so 
many hands rise at once. In the end, 
after I go through the indicators of a 
commercial representative office, I ask 
the same question, and the situation 
is completely different. I see the sad 
faces of accountants, who are puzzled 
with the risks.” 

Providing services to other compa-
nies other than the head office can 
also disqualify the firm’s designation 
as non-commercial. That’s what hap-
pened to Pfizer, tax authorities said.

But even the most careful approach 
is no guarantee, Barden says, because 
“you can never be 100 percent secure 
in Ukraine.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Olga Rudenko 
can be reached at rudenko@kyivpost.
com.

More representative offices 
coming under tax scrutiny

BY MARK RACHKEVYCH
RACHKEVYCH@KYIVPOST.COM

In the West, many parents give their chil-
dren blue-chip stocks as gifts or a savings 
bond that matures in 20 years when 
they are adults. The practice of buying 
long-term financial instruments hasn’t yet 
caught on in Ukraine due to low financial 
literacy and lack of long-term planning. 

The size of the nation’s internal bond 
market is worth $44.3 billion, of which 
$29.1 billion is comprised of government 
bonds, says Sergiy Lyashenko, head of 
CBonds for Ukraine, an information 
agency that researches the bond market. 

As a share of gross domestic prod-
uct, the internal Ukrainian government 
bond market is 16.2 percent, while the 
external government bond market is 
9.1 percent of gross domestic product. 

But with yields that often surpass 
the savings deposit rate of many banks, 
some of which are denominated in U.S. 
dollars, only 4 percent of Ukrainian 
government bonds are held by res-
idents, another 1.82 percent belong 
to non-residents, according to Taras 

Kotovych, fixed-income analyst at 
Investment Capital Ukraine, a Kyiv-
based investment bank and one of the 
nation’s largest bond traders. 

The central bank owns nearly 60 
percent for liquidity management pur-
poses, while banks hold the remaining 
35 percent. 

As an investment, government bonds 
allow for diversification in addition to 
placing money in property, entrusting a 
bank with it, or simply placing it under 
a mattress. 

“With (government) bonds, there’s 
no counter-party risk…since 2000 the 
government has had no problem with 
debt repayments,” said Kotovych of 
ICU, which offers the only bond invest-
ment fund in Ukraine. 

And for those who could afford the 
$50,000 to $100,000 to purchase a 
Ukrainian government or corporate 
eurobond, they offer higher yields and 
more liquidity. 

Usually, internal short-maturity 
government bonds have 6-7 percent 
yields, and go as high up as 12-15 
percent for bonds with maturity of one 

year or more. 
As of Aug. 29, ICU’s bond fund, 

80 percent of which is comprised of 
eurobonds, has a net asset value per-
formance of 101 percent since it started 
trading in July 2011, and a 25 percent 
NAV performance since the beginning 
of this year. 

But the minimum initial investment 
into the fund is Hr 100,000. 7

What a non-resident needs to 
purchase a bond: 
1. Copies of passport or other docu-

ment identifying an individual per-
sonally certified and signed.

2. Certificate of residence or tempo-
rary domicile or such information 
provided in free form (which can be 
a hotel confirmation, for example)

3. Information about mailing address, 
phone/fax number.

4. Bank reference with details of 
the bank account opened with an 
authorized bank on the territory of 
Ukraine.

Source: Investment Capital Ukraine
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Protecting Business In Ukraine: Challenges of 2014 
A potential for rapid growth and strong margins continues  

However, severe problems with the business climate, notably  
in regards to relations with tax authorities and protecting 

These are the topics of a special roundtable discussion sponsored  
by the Kyiv Post in cooperation with Lavrynovych & Partners  

This timely conference is open to CEOs and business owners  
 

The Kyiv Post and Lavrynovych & Partners bring  

Arrival and welcome coffee

Protecting intellectual property

Interest rates for bonds 
exceed those of banks

Still, there are signs that the 
public’s financial literacy is improving. 
In October 2012, the finance minis-
try released $100 million worth of 
U.S. dollar-denominated bonds to the 
public purchasable in hryvnias. They 
sold out in one and a half months. 
Requiring no bank accounts to be 
opened and made available through 
the state-owned Oschadbank, the 
bonds had an annual coupon rate of 
9.2 percent paid every six months, and 
were sold nominally for $500. 

“This essentially allowed Ukrainians 
to convert local currency into dollars 
while earning interest on it,” said 
ICU’s Kotovych. 

Spurred on by their popularity, 
the finance ministry issued a second 
series of the U.S. dollar-denominat-
ed bonds in November 2012 under 
the same conditions, but with an 8 
percent yield. They have yet to start 
selling through Oschadbank. 

“As treasury bonds are certificated 
securities, opening a bank account or 
concluding an agreement with the 
bank is not required,” said Oleksandr 
Dubykhvist, a central bank depart-
ment head. “Holders of government 
treasury bonds are not obliged to 
declare investment income that con-
siderably simplifies transactions in 
these securities.”

Another indication of enhanced 
financial literacy, according to what 

deputy central bank governmor Valerii 
Prokhorenko said in July, is that 
deposits in the national currency grew 
by 12.8 percent over the same period 
last year. Also, cashless payments are 
on the rise, doubling in value in 2012 
– reaching more than $11 billion.

Earlier this summer, a survey com-
missioned by the central bank in 
conjunction with the Independent 
Association of Ukrainian Banks 

revealed a low level of financial 
awareness. Only 13.4 percent of those 
polled acknowledged having “limited 
knowledge about money and ways of 
saving” it, the survey found.  The same 
survey found that only 9.2 percent of 
Ukrainian families keep records of 
their family budget. 

Kyiv Post editor Mark Rachkevych 
can be reached at rachkevych@kyivpost.
com.

Ukrainian government bonds as percentage of Gross Domestic Product 
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Local govt bonds 
External govt bonds

BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Ukraine’s improvement in this year’s 
World Bank Doing Business report has 
not won over many investors who still 
are not ready to navigate the nation’s 
uncertainties and risks.

Ukraine climbed 10 spots in the last 
year– to 137th place among 185 countries, 
making progress in business startup pro-
cedures, property registration and ease of 
paying taxes. The economy saw $1.6 billion 
in foreign investment in the first three 
months this year, a 76 percent increase 
over the same period in 2012, but still a pal-
try sum for a nation of 45 million people. 

“Of course there were some new 
laws adopted, and attempts were made 
to simplify the business registration 
process…and of course it becomes 
easier to work in Ukraine at some stag-
es but I still don’t see a grand qualita-
tive leap in these improvements,” says 
Roman Ivaniuk, head of investment 
banking at Concord Capital. “Most 
investors don’t look at Ukraine as a 
priority country to invest in, especially 
if they never had prior experience 
working in former Soviet countries.” 

Ivaniuk said investor caution stems 
from multiple country risks, such as 
potential currency devaluation and 
bleak minority shareholder rights.

Typically, those who do invest are 
experienced international and Russian 
corporations. Next are rich Ukrainian 
expatriates who keep their funds 
abroad and those who have strong 
local partners, says Pavel Mishustin, 
head of investment banking at Altana 
Capital investment company.

Those who have Ukraine on their 
radar, according to experts,  are interested 
in fast-growing companies that are less 
dependent on country risks, such as infor-
mation technology outsourcing abroad. 

“Of course there are some tax and 
market risks, but those companies tend 
to grow 30-40 percent a year and their 
margins can reach 50 percent a year, 
so it makes sense to invest anyway,” 
Ivaniuk of Concorde Capital explains.

Portfolio investors, both foreign and 
local, are keen to capitalize on Ukraine’s 
huge agricultural potential and the sub-
sectors related to it, says Mishustin.

Most Russian investors tend to invest 

in real estate, machinery manufactur-
ing, steel production and port infra-
structure, while international angel-in-
vestors focus on high technology 
projects, according to Ivaniuk. 

Unless a deal promises huge profits, 
Ivaniuk continued, most investors are 
not ready to take risks and “would 
rather choose safe havens.”

However, Chevron and Royal Dutch 
Shell are seeking to cash in on shale 
gas production, potentially giving local 
energy players lots of competition.

According to the State Statistics 
Service, companies made nearly $13 
billion in investments in Ukraine, 
with the lion’s share – nearly $6 
billion – going to the industrial sec-
tor, nearly $1 billion in agriculture, 
$500,000 in information technology 
and telecommunications. 

However, Concord Capital’s Ivaniuk 
is not expecting big new investors soon.

“I can’t imagine a situation when an 
investor big enough to invest more than 
$250-300 million comes to Ukraine. 
The Ukrainian market is simply not 
ready for such a move, besides that the 
chances that something like that can 
really happen any time soon are very 
small,” he says.  “If in Ukraine we talk 
about five or six interesting segments 
for investors, there are 35 to 45 inter-
esting segments in Europe.”

Altana Capital’s Mishustin cited ways 
to improve Ukraine’s investment climate.

“The Ukrainian investment environ-
ment urgently needs improvement in 
the business climate and economic 
liberalization that are mostly connect-
ed with reforming the court system 
and fighting corruption, but this is not 
going to happen any time soon as the 
financial crisis and political confronta-
tions only increase the role of the state 
in the economy,” Mishustin says.

Equally important, said Ivaniuk, are 
the need fro clear business rules and 
political stability, a better-functioning 
banking system and elimination of 
devaluation risks. “The expected 20-25 
percent (currency) devaluation would 
be a good thing to happen for the busi-
ness. It would take the pressure off the 
market a lot,” he explains.

Kyiv Post staff writer Daryna 
Shevchenko can be reached at shevchen-
ko@kyivpost.com.

Tough business 
climate keeps big 
investors at bay 

6

Yields for U.S. dollar-denominated Ukrainian government bonds can reach 
8.25 percent with maturities of 322 days, and up to 12.5 percent for local 
currency bonds with 238 days to maturity. 

Yields of Ukrainian government bonds 
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Since 2004, Ukrainian government bonds, as 
a share of gross domestic product, have risen 
from 6 and nearly 4 percent for local and 
external bonds, respectively, to 16 percent 
and 9 percent, respectively, in December 2012. 
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never said how much in 2010 
he paid for the 1.76 hectares of land. 
Ukrainska Pravda deputy chief editor 
Serhiy Leshchenko has even filed a 
lawsuit against the Vyshgorod District 
Administration – which sold the land 
to Yanukovych – to the European 
Court of Human Rights for its unwill-
ingness to disclose the amount, fol-
lowing unsuccessful litigation in 
Ukraine that lasted from August 2011 
to November 2012. 

Yanukovych, furthermore, has 
repeatedly said he doesn’t know who 
owns the rest of the grand compound 
which includes a horse stable, a five-sto-
ry mansion, man-made ponds, an 
extravagant boathouse, an 18-hole golf 
course, a helicopter landing pad, as well 
as other amenities that are enclosed 
behind a 6.5-meter-high perimeter wall. 

The suspicion is that Tantalit is a 
front for Yanukovych’s close family 
circle, an accusation also repeatedly 
denied by the president.

At the end of August, Kliuyev asked 
Ukraine’s anti-trust body for permis-
sion to buy 100 percent of Tantalit 
LLC. Regulators aren’t expected to 
refuse.

According to Kliuyev, he has known 
details of the Mezhyhirya project since 
2007. He says that Tantalit’s previous ben-
eficiary was Ihor Humeniuk, a Donetsk-
born businessman, who recently bought 
Donbasenergo power company with the 
help of the newly created EnergoInvest 
Holding. However, its official owner is 
a Netherlands-based offshore company 
with the same name. This year Humeniuk 
quit Tantalit so Kliuyev decided to buy 
the company.

“I met with Viktor Fedorovych 
(Yanukovych) and said that there was 
a desire to sell from one side, and 
a desire to buy from another side. 
There was no negative reaction (from 
Yanukovych) and he said he would 
be happy to have such a neighbor,” 
Kliuyev said. 

The contract was inked on Aug. 22.
In the year 2007, in his waning 

weeks as prime minister, Yanukovych’s 

government privatized the Mezhyhirya 
estate. The state received no money 
for the compound’s sale. Instead, two 
dilapidated buildings in Kyiv were 
exchanged for the compound where 
100 square meters of land costs up to 
$3,000 given its riverside location and 
close proximity to Kyiv. A company in 
Donetsk took ownership of the estate, 
but immediately re-sold it, subsequently 
filing for bankruptcy a few years later. 

In 2009, after an unsuccess-
ful bid to forge a political alliance 
with Yanukovych, ex-Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko tried returning 
Mezhyhirya to state ownership, but 
nothing came of it. 

Kliuyev said the $18 million he paid 
for Tantalit was mostly his own money 
and partially covered with a loan from 
Ukrpidshypnyk enterprise. In Mezhyhirya, 
he plans to develop the infrastructure, 
build houses and then sell them.

Kliuyev, with his older brother 
Andriy – the secretary of the National 
Security and Defense Council – once 
controlled Ukrpidshypnyk. Now the 
company is owned by Austrian SLAV 
Handel, Vertretung und Beteiligung 
Aktiengesellshaft. Serhiy Klyuev sat on 
the firm’s board of directors twice in 
between 1997-2005.

Some also believe that the Kliuyevs 
control the biggest Ukrainian alter-
native energy producer Activ 
Solar, charges they deny. In 2008, 

SLAV was Activ Solar’s owner. In 
2009, it was replaced by Liechtenstein-
based P & A Corporate Trust.

The purchase of Tantalit is not 
the first real estate deal that report-
edly involves Serhiy Kliuyev and 
Yanukovych. According to a Ukrainska 
Pravda investigation, Serhiy Kliuyev in 
2008 bought a flat from Yanukovych 
in Kyiv for an inflated price of $7 

million. 
At the time, observers interpreted 

the deal as a way to legalize some of 
Yanukovych’s income that would oth-
erwise be difficult to explain.

Tantalit, however, is a more attrac-
tive acquisition. According to Forbes 
Ukraine, in 2011 the company’s rev-
enue increased by 19,000 percent – 
from Hr 9 million to Hr 1.7 billion. It is 
unknown how exactly the mysterious 
company makes money. 

According to media reports, 
Tantalit belongs to Austrian Euro East 
Beteiligungs GmbH. The Austrian firm is 
owned by UK-based Blythe (Europe) Ltd. 

One of the last companies in this off-
shore chain is P&A Corporate Services 
Trust from Liechtenstein –the same 
company that owns Activ Solar, linked 
to the Kliuyevs in media reports.

There’s also one another detail that 
connects Mezhyhirya’s owners and the 
Kliuyevs. The director of Euro East 
Beteiligungs GmbH is Wanovits, the 
Austrian who was sentenced to five 
years in prison this year. He prepared 
Kliuyevs’s Slav AG for listing on the 
Vienna Stock Exchange in 2001.

“Apart from the reputational loss-
es for Yanukovych, Wanovits’s further 
participation in the scheme was prob-
lematic – he physically would not be 
able to send reports to Austrian regula-
tory authorities about Tantalit’s owner,” 
Ukrainska Pravda’s Leshchenko wrote 
in his blog, following the news of the 
company’s sale to Serhiy Kliuyev. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Kateryna Kapliuk 
can be reached at kapliuk@kyivpost.com. 
Kyiv Post editor Mark Rachkevych con-
tributed to this article. 

Yanukovych ally buys 
Mezhyhirya company

Mezhyhirya
estateOutdoor bird

cage

70-space garage 
complex

Security 
building

Guest house

Golf equipment storage units

Yanukovych’s 
land: 1.76 hectares

Club house

Golf course

Source: Ukrainska Pravda

Horse stable 

Covered 
arena

Outdoor arena 

Show jumping arena

Levada equestrian clubOutdoor 
tennis court

Administrative 
building

Renaissance 
of Ukraine 

foundation’s 
leased land: 
7.6 hectares

Former site 
of Mezhyhirya 
Monastery

Land leased 
by Tantalit: 
129 hectares

Boathouse 
(yacht club)

Kyiv Sea 
(leads into 
Dnipro river)

What, where is 
Mezhyhirya? 
Named after a 10th-century mon-
astery that once stood on the site, 
Mezhyhirya is a 138-hectare former 
government estate located in the vil-
lage of Novi Petrivtsi, just north of Kyiv, 
along the west bank of the Dnipro River 
in Vyshgorod District. Given that it’s just 
25 kilometers from Ukraine’s capital, sit-
ting on the river surrounded by tranquil 
forests, land here costs from $1,000 to 
$3,000 per 100 square meters. 

Multimillion-dollar renovations have been made to the former state 
residence known as Mezhyhirya that is now part of a compound where 
President Viktor Yanukovych lives, some 25 kilometers north of Kyiv near the 
Dnipro River. (Dmytro Zabashtansky)

1

Serhiy Kliuyev
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Filmmaker: FEMEN ‘patriarch’ 
Sviatskiy has ‘messiah complex’

since the group’s founding in 
2008. 

The release of the film came as FEMEN 
complained of being hounded out of 
Ukraine by physical violence and repres-
sion. They allege harassment ordered by 
government authorities in Ukraine and 
Russia. The group’s leaders have now 
relocated to France. Government officials 
either did not respond to the Kyiv Post’s 
requests for comments or denied any 
campaign against FEMEN.

Green spent 14 months living in 
Kyiv with FEMEN activists. She was 
able to gain their trust and conduct 
a revealing interview with Sviatskiy, 
who cannot articulate clearly why he 
founded the group other than a “deep 
subconscious” desire for new sexual 
relationships with women. Through his 
lawyer, Sviatskiy refused to talk with 
the Kyiv Post.

FEMEN has always been tight-
lipped about who leads and finances 
the group, creating the image that 
the female founding Ukrainians Anna 
Hutsol, Alexandra Shevchenko and 
Inna Shevchenko ran the show.

However, in the documentary 
screened at the Venice Film Festival on 
Sept. 4, Sviatskiy is portrayed as call-
ing the shots in many ways, including 
selecting members based on physical 
beauty and directing protests. “I am 
a patriarch in an organization against 
patriarchy,” he says.

He denigrates FEMEN members in 
the film and, near the end, is shown 

launching a verbal tirade against them 
for not following his instructions during 
a protest.

“They don’t have the strength of 
character. They don’t even have the 
desire to be strong,” the Khmelnytskyi 
native says. “Instead they show submis-
siveness, spinelessness, lack of punc-
tuality, and many other factors which 
prevent them from becoming political 
activists. These are qualities that were 
essential to teach them.”

Speaking to the Kyiv Post by phone 
from Venice, Green described Sviatskiy 
as a “highly intelligent” man with rev-
olutionary and grandiose ambitions. 
“He has a messiah complex,” Green 
said. “He thinks he’s God, and that he 
can treat anyone and everyone how he 
wants. He wants to be like (Vladimir) 
Lenin and (Karl) Marx. He’s a very 
Soviet man.”

Activist Alexandra Shevchenko in 
the film likened the group’s relation-
ship with Sviatskiy to the “Stockholm 
Syndrome,” in which prisoners empa-
thize with their captors.

“We felt ashamed before and we 
were afraid to say anything,” she said. 
“But we opened up today (at the Venice 
Film Festival screening) and told the 
truth, that we were victims of this 
patriarch, like the people for whom 
we fight.”

Alexandra Shevchenko says she is 
surrounded now by close friends and 
the relative safety of her new home 
in Paris.

She and three other FEMEN mem-
bers fled Ukraine on Aug. 29, fearing 
charges would be brought against them 
in connection with a police raid on 
their Kyiv headquarters. Police say they 
found weapons and pictures of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and Orthodox 
Church Patriarch Kirill with crosshairs 
drawn over their faces on Aug. 27. 
FEMEN said the items were planted 
by officers. “Our bodies are our only 
weapons,” Alexandra Shevchenko said.

That same day the group announced 
it would shutter its Kyiv office, com-
plaining that its members have been 
“systematically harassed, severely beat-
en, kidnapped, and repeatedly given 
threats” by Ukrainian and Russian 
authorities.

Kremlin officials and Russia’s Federal 
Security Service could not be reached 
to comment on FEMEN’s allegations 
of harassment, nor could the Security 
Service of Ukraine. President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s press service offered 
something of a non-denial denial, say-
ing that he “pays great attention to the 
development of civil society and NGO 
activities.”

Alexandra Shevchenko, Hutsol and 
Sviatskiy were attacked by unknown 
assailants on Aug. 17 near an Odesa 
apartment where they were staying 
while on vacation. Sviatskiy also was 
beaten near FEMEN’s Kyiv office at 
the end of July, sustaining injuries to 
his face that forced him to spend two 
weeks in a hospital. 

Hutsol was attacked near her apart-
ment shortly afterwards. Her assailants 
punched her in the face and stole her 
dog. At a Kyiv bar that same night, she 
was attacked again and her laptop con-
taining FEMEN documents was taken.

The assaults follow the arrests of 
activists Alexandra Shevchenko, Yana 
Zhdanova and Oksana Shachko, as well 
as an accompanying journalist, on July 
27. The four were ordered by a Kyiv 
court to pay fines before being released.

Members say they have had enough 
of Ukraine. “I think we will ask for asy-
lum in France,” Alexandra Shevchenko 
said. 

The four women will join Inna 
Shevchenko, who fled to France last 
year after she used a chainsaw to cut 

down a cross in Kyiv to protest the jail-
ing of Russian punk rockers Pussy Riot. 

FEMEN’s exit from Ukraine marks 
the first time since the group’s incep-
tion five years ago that all leading 
members reside outside the nation. 
The group has protested against sex 
tourism in Ukraine, dictators, the deni-
al of visas to Ukrainian women by 
India, female circumcision in Africa 
and the Catholic Church’s anti-gay 
stance. In Turkey, the group protested 
domestic violence, while in London it 
stood against “violent” Islamic states.

The group’s credibility has suffered 
as many people began to see FEMEN as 
willing to protest anything in exchange 
for financial backing. The exposure of 
a verbally abusive man as the group’s 
de facto leader is likely to damage the 
organization’s reputation further. 

“This message should be clear – 
FEMEN is fake,” said Olexiy Haran, 
a political science professor at the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy.

Kyiv Post editor Christopher J. Miller 
can be reached at miller@kyivpost.com.

Where to see the film: 
“Ukraine Is Not A Brothel” will play at 
the 57th BFI London Film Festival on 
Oct. 18 at 9 p.m. and on Oct. 20 at 
12:45 p.m. Tickets for both showings 
go on sale Sept. 20 at 12 p.m. There 
are currently no plans to screen the 
film in Ukraine.

1

Viktor Sviatskiy in a screenshot from 
“Ukraine Is Not A Brothel”

FEMEN activists, including Alexandra Shevchenko (R), pose during a photo session at the premiere of 
“Ukraine Is Not A Brothel,” an hour-long documentary directed by Australian Kitty Green about the radical 
feminist group known for staging topless political protests. The film, presented at the 70th Venice Film 
Festival on Sept. 4 at Venice Lido, outs Ukrainian Viktor Sviatskiy as being the head of the group that burst 
on the scene more than five years ago. (AFP)
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Compiled by Alisa Shulkina

Free Games 
2013
Fans are ready to hold the 
Free Games Extreme Sports 
Festival in Kyiv. Those who 
believe that sport does not 
discriminate against age or 
social status invite everyone 
to watch, participate in 
and enjoy the  show and 
good music. The festival 
offers master classes 
in martial arts and 
competitions in 
wake boarding. 
It also 
presents an 
opportunity  
to take 
part in the “Life or Death” marathon, which 
includes physical challenges that require strength, determination and the desire to 
win. The DJs promise to keep everyone in high spirits.
Free Games Extreme Sports Festival 2013. Sept. 7. 11 a.m. Druzhby Narodiv 
Park. Free

Gorchitza live!
Founded in 2007, this band has been going strong with their performances, gratifying fans and creating good music. Performing 
exclusively in English, Gorchitza was often mistaken for a foreign band. Delivering electronic music and dance rock to audiences 
at a variety of festivals, this band was recognized by major artists like Nelly Furtado, Faithless, Morcheeba, Jay-Jay Johanson, 
Montefi ori Cocktail and many others. In 2007, Gorchitza Project won the prestigious Nightlife Award as the Best Vocal Club Project. 
The group also represented Ukraine at the Popkomm (Berlin) and Reeperbahn (Hamburg) festivals in Germany. 
Gorchitza band performance. Sept. 13. 8 p.m. Green Theater (2 Parkova St.) Hr 120 – 300

Gogolfest 2013
The Multidisciplinary International Festival of Modern Art is here. The plans for the 2013 
festival will involve even more people than usual, open new horizons for the artists and 
give the audience a chance to participate and admire the entertainment. Every category 
(music, literature, theater, fi lm) has a specifi c project that is being developed. Famous 
directors and fi lm enthusiasts, for instance, are obliged to do a project called “Ideas and 
Actions,” looking for perfect thoughts. Apart from the screening of a great variety of 
international movies, the participants can create their own production of a short fi lm that 
should be dedicated to fi nding ideal solutions. Being part of Gogolfest is always exciting 
and engaging.
Gogolfest 2013. Sept. 13 – 22. ArtKlaster Vydubychi (Inzhenerna St.). Free   
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SeptemberFEST 2013
Modeled after the famous Octoberfest, this three-day event is highly anticipated. The event offers an opportunity to sample more than 
100 different kinds of beer and consume delicious snacks while settling in for a relaxing time. It is advised to bring your ID with you – 
underage guests of the festival can only get soft drinks. The fun atmosphere will be supported by performances from bands like Lyapis 
Trubetskoy, Lezo Terezy, Without Limits and Skryabin. Moreover, those who go have the chance to win a year-long supply of beer in 
different contests and challenges.
SeptemberFEST 2013. Sept. 13 – 15. 12 p.m. ExpoCenter Ukraine. (1 Hlushkova Sq.). Free

World Cup 
qualifier: 
Ukraine vs. 
England 
Ukraine will have to beat England in 
their World Cup qualifi er on Sept. 10 if it 
wants to book a ticket to Brazil for next 
year’s soccer tournament. But the road 
fi rst leads to Lviv on Sept. 6 (9 p.m., Inter 
TV) where Ukraine will face San Marino. 
But with England just one point ahead 
of Ukraine and in second place in their 
European zone qualifying group, this 
game will be all-or-nothing.
Ukraine-England World Cup 
qualifi er. Sept. 10, 9:45 p.m., 
Olympic Stadium, purchase tickets 
at box offi ce or at ufi .com.ua, or 
watch on Inter TV

Sept. 13
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INDIAN CUISINE
SUMMER OFFER!
discounts for all 
drinks and menu — 
25% to 09.01.13 
Hurry to try the best 
dishes of indian 
cuisine with the best 
prices!

Halal is in the menu

Metro Station "Politekhnichna"
3 Gali Timofeyevoy st. ("TMM" building)
044 569-37-66 • 097 077-99-99 • www.sutrakiev.com.ua
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A newlywed couple enters Saint Michael’s Church in Kyiv for a wedding service after their official marriage ceremony 
at the State Registry Office. The state says that in the first six months of the year, 10 percent of more than 9,000 
marriages registered by the Central Registry Office are between a Ukrainian and a foreigner. (AFP)

There are few things more American 
than the diner. Steel-legged tables 
and checkered floors, soda fountains 
and bottomless coffee, jukeboxes 
blaring oldies while a wait staff in 
uniform serves up greasy spoon 
burgers and fries – all integral parts 
of the overall experience.

Zheltok, yolk in English, a new 
Kyiv café styled after the American 
diner, succeeds in having some of 
these. The uniforms are there – 
women in pastel yellow and white, 
men in light blue – as is much of the 
necessary aesthetic: the metal-legged 
stools, the bulbous coffee pots, Heinz 
Ketchup bottles atop each table and 
Elvis Presley and other oldies roar-
ing from the speakers. There is even 
a neon “Yolk Diner” sign hanging 
from the exposed brick wall and a 
gumball machine for added effect.

When it comes to the food, 
Zheltok also delivers – to an extent. 
A variety of omelets (Hr 20 and up) 
are on offer for breakfast, as is bot-
tomless coffee – though refills are at 
the mercy of a wait staff more accus-
tomed to Ukrainian practices than 
American. Pancakes (Hr 25 and up) 
are also on the menu, and can be 
served with real maple syrup (Hr 15).

For lunch and dinner there is an 
array of burgers to be had, from 
the beef BBQ burger (Hr 55) to 
the Miami burger with prawns and 
pineapple (Hr 65). The best way to 
get a taste of what’s available is to 
order the mini-burger set menu (Hr 
80) comprised of a mini-beef burg-
er, mini-fish burger and mini-tur-
key burger (each Hr 35 separately). 
Zheltok also has a decent variety of 
salads, including a traditional and 
refreshing big green salad (Hr 45). 

After filling up on burgers, wash 
them down with homemade Zheltok 
sodas (Hr 10 per glass, Hr 35 for 
a pitcher). Flavors include cola, 
orangeade, lemonade, and tonic. 
The homemade smoothies and milk-
shakes (Hr 35-45) aren’t half bad, 
though not as thick as American-
styled shakes should be. It’s not so 
much diner behavior, but if you’re 
feeling sophisticated, sip a glass of 
Californian red or white wine (Hr 
40-50).

With room left still, try the 
Louisiana cheesecake (Hr 45), clas-
sic crème brulee (Hr 45) or the 
apple pie with vanilla ice cream (Hr 
35). The apple pie is a quintessential 
American treat, and though it won’t 
likely taste like an Oregon mother’s 
homemade recipe, it will remind 
those who’ve been across the pond 
of what they’re missing.

While Zheltok’s price is good for 
its quality and quantity of 

Zheltok 
Diner offers 
slight taste 
of America
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‘Mixed’ marriages 
flourish in Kyiv

BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

The entrance to Kyiv’s central registra-
tion office looks like a bizarre conveyor 
for production of newlyweds. Couples 
arrive, pose on the stairs for a picture 
and then move inside to give way 
for the next couple. Some arrive by 
limousine and are classically dressed: 
the brides in ornately designed white 
gowns, grooms in black or grey suits. 

Others come by taxi, wearing casu-
al attire, showing up only to collect 
marriage certificates. Dressy or not, 
about 10 percent of the 9,000 unions 
in the last six months were between a 
Ukrainian and a foreigner.

Liudmyla Dudnik, the Central 
Registration Office’s lead specialist, 
says the “mixed” weddings are not 
much different from the local ones 
– except that they overwhelmingly 
involve foreign men and Ukrainian 
women.

American Brian Gessler, 28, met his 
wife Yulia Gessler, 24, four years ago 
in Kyiv while he worked as an English 
teacher.  The couple moved to America 
and married shortly after their meeting 
here. While Brian Gessler says there is 
much more joy in his marriage, there 
are trying times, too. 

“She is down to earth, and didn’t 
even complain when we were sleeping 
on the floor of our new house, and 
bathing in the back yard after dark. 
We didn’t have a kitchen, or hot water 
from the tap. She said she grew up 
without hot running water and that it 
just reminded her of her childhood,” 
he says.

The only conflicts that the Gesslers 
have had were money-related. “We 
rarely fight and argue, but it’s about 
how much my parents help us com-
pared to hers most of the time,” Brian 
Gessler says. 

Psychologist Olena Bohatyriova says 
that marital problems between spouses 
of different nationalities are often root-
ed in culture. 

“In the West the fight for equal rights 
reached its apogee, while in Ukraine 
most women still believe that their 
men have to be the breadwinners. 
They can’t get used to the fact that, 
let’s say, paying the rent in equal shares 
is normal” in many countries outside 
Ukraine, she says. 13
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Food Critic: A 
slice of America 
in central Kyiv

But budget issues as well as 
adjustments to daily life together can be 
conquered by love, Bohatyriova adds. 

“My fiancé is a great cook and I 
have a restaurant of American cuisine 
at home, and he has a restaurant of 
Ukrainian cuisine and we both enjoy it 
so much,” says Marianna Mykhailiuk, 
23, a Ukrainian from Lviv who is 
engaged to a 28-year-old American 
man. 

Mykhailiuk says that too much 
emphasis is placed on problems 
between spouses related to cultural 
differences. “It can be even more dif-
ficult in a marriage with a compatriot,” 
she says.

“The differences between partners 
are often the main attractions for 
those who marry foreigners, and these 
differences seem to be very special 
at the starting stage of relationships,” 
says Alla Dashko, a Kyiv psychologist. 
“But one should keep in mind that 
every personality also includes nation-
al identity.”

Cultural differences aside, there are 
legal and bureaucratic hurdles to 
overcome. Alyona Adamkovych-Patti 
has been married for less than six 
months and hasn’t seen her husband 
Joseph Patti since the wedding.

Messages of love to each other 
splatter their Facebook timelines, but 
the last picture of themselves together 

is from their wedding day.  Joseph 
Patti is American and left for home 
soon after marriage because of his job. 
She stayed behind to do the paper-
work to join him.

“We thought we were nearly done 
when we finally got married and 
left all the bureaucratic horrors of 
preparing the right documents for 
registration behind. But we couldn’t 
have imagined that we’d have to stay 
apart for so long,” she says. “I’m not 
even able to predict when I’ll be able 
to reunite with my husband.”

The bureaucratic war is almost over 
for the Gesslers. After three years, 
Yulia Gessler is eligible for American 
citizenship in December.

Cultural differences have never 
been a big problem for this couple. 
“One of the strongest bonds we have 
is that I have first-hand knowledge 
of where she is from and how that 
influences her as a person,” Brian 
Gessler says.

Kyiv Post staff writer Daryna 
Shevchenko can be reached at shevchen-
ko@kyivpost.com.

Ukrainian women 
marrying foreigners 
common in Kyiv

food, it still leaves some of 
the American diner experience to be 
desired. The serving of fries that comes 
with each meal, instead of a heaping 
pile, is merely a shot glass of five. And 
the kitchen rarely seems to get food 
orders out together, leaving one person 
either watching the other eat or with a 
cold burger. 

Another letdown rests with the wait 
staff. In America, it might come with 
a bit of sass, but a waiter or waitress 

will always welcome you with a “good 
day,” a smile and his or her name. Don’t 
expect that at Zheltok.

Kyiv Post editor Christopher J. Miller 
can be reached at miller@kyivpost.com, 
and on Twitter at @ChristopherJM.

Yulia and Brian Gessler wear Ukrainian traditional embroidered shirts in 
Kyiv ahead of their wedding in 2010. (Courtesy)

American-styled Zheltok diner and restaurant delivers on aesthetic grounds 
and with some dishes, but comes up short in service. (evelinapopova.
blogspot.com)
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Zheltok, 11 Lva Tolstoho St./61 
Volodymyrska St. 063-396-1010. Open 
8:30 a.m. to midnight, Monday-Sunday. 
www.jeltok.com.ua
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20th

presents:

For Bookings call: +38 (063) 979–7661, 280–8833/9900
25 Naberezhna highway (Dnipro metro station)

from 12 PM 
to 2 AM

Gondola ride
It might not have all the pleasures of 
Venice, but a Gondola ride on the Dnipro 
River can be a romantic ride, as well as a 
chance to take in some of the nature along 
its banks. Besides the stillness of the water 
at sunset, couples can enjoy a private ser-
enade, performed by your own boatswain, 
who is also the creator of the city’s first 
gondola company, “Regina Galina.”

www.progulki-po-dnepru.kiev.ua
Hr 400 per hour
(099) 244-99-29, (063) 232-11-17
GondolaProgulka@gmail.com

Horseback ride in woods
Take in the beauty of the region’s rustic 
countryside and forests atop a gallop-
ing horse, with the help of “Nabeh,” 
a horse walking community. Riders 
can choose the length 
of their date – 30 
minutes or one hour 
– before heading out 
with your partner and 
an instructor. There 
are seven horses in 
the community’s pos-
session and about 30 

ponies that are also available for sale in 
case you would like to continue horse-
back riding on your own. 

Horse walking community “Nabeh”
Hr 125 for 30 minutes ride. Hr 250 for 

one hour
85A Vyshhorodska St.
044-360 -3838, 097-682-
2415, 067-769-3641

Check out these romantic 
venues on next Kyiv date
BY ALISA SHULKINA
SHULKINA@KYIVPOST.COM

Finding a perfect place for a date in Kyiv is sometimes a challenge for a young 
couple: everything must be well thought out and prepared. To help get you start-
ed, the Kyiv Post has compiled a list of a few particularly interesting spots in the 
city that are certain to impress your significant other and help lay the foundation 
for an unforgettable evening.

Kyiv Post social media manager Alisa Shulkina can be reached at shulkina@
kyivpost.com.

Skybox Kyiv
Usually reserved for conferences, SkyBox is quite an 
underestimated romantic date locale. Overlooking Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti, it offers a panoramic view of the city center 
at night. The beauty of the main square and Khreschatyk 
Street at sunset, illuminated by thousands of tiny lights is 
an attractive option for both Kyiv natives and guests of the 
capital. Seating a maximum of 30 people, Skybox can be 

an exciting location for an anniversary celebration or even 
for a wedding party.

SkyBox Kyiv 
Hr 2,500 for two hours. The price includes tea, coffee, water, 
wi-fi.
2 Maidan Nezalezhnosti, office 721
044-332-99-65

Rooftop dinner date
A simple dinner with a loved one can 
be turned into a memorable adven-
ture: just the two of you on the rooftop 
of a 35-story building, relaxing in cozy 
chairs to the sweet sounds of the latest 
popular tunes and a glowing sunset. 
It is a choice spot for two lovebirds to 
enjoy a romantic, secluded date. The 

deal includes champagne, chocolates, 
cheese and fruits, a skillfully decorat-
ed table with candles, rose-petals and 
a photographer, who captures shared 
special moments. A variety of addition-
al options will be able to satisfy even 
the most particular client: a large heart-
shaped candle, a private serenade and 
dinner delivered from any restaurant 

in the city are available 
upon request.
www.udivi.kiev.ua
Hr 1,300 for 60 minutes or 
Hr 2,300 for 60 minutes 
with professional photog-
rapher.
097-772-5687, 095-728-
5678, 093-415-5678
info@udivi.kiev.ua

Hot air balloon adventure
Sunset or sunrise, cool wind in your hair, a 
360-degree view of a vast blue sky and the 
magic of the moment – experience it all 
with a hot air balloon ride for two. A pack-
age includes a transfer ride to the launching 
point, participation in preparing the balloon 
for takeoff with specialists, a lecture on safety 
and, of course, the flight itself, which lasts for 
about an hour. Together you will remember the day 
when the two of you flew to the sky and back.

Sky Office
Hr 10,000 for one hour flight around Kyiv for two
Hr 4,000 for one hour flight around Kyiv Oblast for two
(066) 274-21-81, (093) 327-25-24, 
(044) 361-43-54

a 
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ty 
for 
e day 
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for two

A simple dinner can 
become much more 
romantic if held on the 
rooftop. (Courtesy)

A hot-air balloon ride is a surefire way 
to impress your special one. (Courtesy)

A horseback ride 
for two is almost a 
definition of romance. 
(Courtesy)

Fireworks above Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti, as seen from the 
Skybox, help celebrate Ukraine’s 
Independence Day on Aug. 24. 
(Anastasia Vlasova)
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Classifieds
REAL ESTATE\SERVICE

Project manager with extensive 
experience fulfills services:
• Due diligence of construction
• Due diligence of developments
• Contract preparation 

negotiation
• Monthly valuation of GC works
• Construction monitoring

Result oriented, flexible, 
ready to meet strict deadlines.
M/47 Kyiv
ynikiforov@sbmkiev.com
+380 50 441-39-82
Yuri

Technical auditor / Consultant

MINI

R
E

S
U

M
E

We’re looking for an aggressive sales manager.

Experience in print and online media sales is desired, as is a result-oriented 

Full-time job. Base salary + commissions.

PLEASE send your CV and cover letter including salary requirements 
and the subject “Sales manager” to parusinski@kyivpost.com +38 044 591 7788 

is looking for a 

orders and organizing contracts, as well as maintaining contacts with clients 

Please send your CV and cover letter including salary requirements 
and the subject “Corporate Subscription Manager” to parusinski@kyivpost.com 

and pashkovskaya@kyivpost.com, +38 044 591 7788

is looking for an 

SUBSCRIPTION 
OPTIONS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE KYIV POST: 
Feel free to contact us:
(+380 44) 353-9024, 

mail to subscribe@kyivpost.com or order at kyivpost.com

Copies 
weekly

12 months/ 
1 issue

6 months/
1 issue

1 676 / 13.00 416 / 16.00

25 4,056 / 3.12 2,495 / 3.84

50 4,498 / 1.73 2,769 / 2.13

100 5,200 / 1.00 3,120 / 1.20

Stand rent (12 months) - Hr 440
* - all prices are in hryvnias including VAT

 

MISCELLANEOUS

Male,33. Master's degree in 
management. Experience in sales 
more than 4 years. 1 year as 
interpreter. Fluent English, basic 
French. IELTS certificate Band 
Score-7. 

Excellent communication skills, 
result oriented. Looking for new 
career opportunities.

 +38067-903-75-21. 

Alexey

kiev.alex@yahoo.com 

Resume

MINI

R
E

S
U

M
E

commercial, contracts, cross-border transactions, real estate

• 

• 

have an advantage
• 

experience in structuring cross-border transactions, drafting contracts, 
support during contracts signing and performance, drafting legal memo-
randa

• 

• 
• 

applicants with excellent command of other foreign languages have an 
advantage

• 
• 

in a team 
• and under pressure

Candidates matching the above requirements 
are welcome to forward their CVs both in English 
and Ukrainian to the following address: job@kypartners.com

MONITORING JOURNALIST, 
BBC MONITORING 

BBC Monitoring is part of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

It monitors open-source foreign media from over 150 countries throughout 

the world in more than 70 languages. BBC Monitoring has a central offi  ce

in the UK and international offi  ces all over the world, including Kiev. 

You will work in a centrally-located offi  ce in Kiev on a full-time basis 

and will monitor, select and edit news and information from local source 

material — from TV, press, internet and social media. You will translate, edit 

and write copy accurately and quickly using clear idiomatic English and in 

line with customer requirements. Shift work — including late evenings and 

weekends — is an essential feature of the job. 

You will have an excellent knowledge of international aff airs, especially 

in relation to Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Europe and Latin America. 

You will have excellent English, Russian and Ukrainian. Ability to 

understand and translate to/from another European language would be 

an advantage. Journalistic experience and knowledge of social media would 

be an advantage. Good typing and IT skills are also required.

We off er competitive pay and extensive training opportunities. 

You will be hired on an initial one-year contract, subject to further extension 

if both parties agree.

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to sit a test.  To apply, please go 

to careerssearch.bbc.co.uk/jobs/job/Monitoring-Journalist/5382
Th e closing date is 30 September.

OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine is seeking a qualified 
and motivated person to fill the position of:

INTERNATIONAL OR LOCAL IT EXPERT 
to assist in selecting software for creation of SCORM-conformant content 

and conduct training for Central Election Commission on the use of the 
selected software

(1 vacant position)

Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe
Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine

For more information and the description of responsibilities 

www.osce.org/ukraine/104501 

full range of services in Ukraine: 
accommodation, transfers, 

events... etc. 
ukraineone.com@gmail.com, +38 

044 220 06 67 (EN, DE, FR)

Two level, 4 bedrooms, 170 sq. m. 
apartment , secure courtyard, elevator.

Great family apartment!

call 0503108241(owner)

 1-room apt. (from the owner)
Chervonoarmiyska str. (metro 
“Olimpiyska”or“Lva Tolstogo”)
45 sq.m. fully equipped and furnished
quiet, guarded building 
Hrv 360/night or Hrv 5200/month 

(067) 702-43-33 or (095) 452-86-49  Anna

Private House 100 sq.m.4 rooms
2 bathrooms
Garden 1000 sq.m
3  parking places. Only 3 km from 
Olimpiyskiy  Stadium. Long term

Tel. 38  068 79 300 10

Visible piss of land, Zabuch'e 
village,22km from Kyiv, 50 are 
of land., all necessary service 
lines. 38400 UAH per are of land. 
050-332-04-04

Irena offers piano lessons, desined 
to be easy and enjoyable.

Beginners are most welcome.
095-074-00-49

"Park Avenue” Golosievski 58, Cozy one-
bedroom studio apartment for long term 
rent. Fully equipped and furnished. 

24/7 reception and security. Photos are 
available on request.

3-room apartment, Str., P.Myrnogo,
New building, one apartment on the 

dressing room, 2 bath rooms, equipped 
100%. Security. 24000 UAH.
099-224-66-30
www.pm15.kiev.ua

Native teacher, 40 years, in Kiev, not 
speaking Russian, good educational 

experience, gives French professional 
courses, for children, students, adults 

and companies, all levels.
www.asgard-frenchlessons.com

Advertising in the 
Classifieds section 
+380 44 591 77 88 

e-mail: 
kpad@kyivpost.com

BEST 
BARGAIN! 

 
 PLACE 

your vacancy

In the paper's 

EMPLOYMENT 

section and get your 

vacancy duplicated at

www.kyivpost.com




