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Twenty-three tenants of the Globus 
shopping mall in Kyiv are concerned about 

their safety and that of their shoppers. They 
claim owners and management have ignored 

ongoing maintenance problems, leaving the mall 
in a state of disrepair. Owners refute allegations. 

See story on Page 6.

BY OKSANA GRYTSENKO
GRYTSENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

The video of an exhausted brown 
bear used as bait in a hunting dog 
competition in April near Vinnytsia in 
central Ukraine has shocked animal 
activists and become a nightmare for 
Royal Canin, the France-based global 
pet food producer found to have spon-
sored the event.

To save itself from international 
boycott the company had to publicly 
apologize, promise to investigate the 

activity of its Ukrainian office and 
pledge to help the local bait bears. 
The Ukrainian Kennel Union on July 
24 also ordered a stop to the use of 
brown bears in the contests.

But environmentalists say this scan-
dalous case is only the tip of the 
iceberg, as dozens of wild animals 
are still being tortured and used as 
entertainment in dolphinariums, res-
taurants, travelling zoos and an array 
of other places.

“The animals are being used for 
business, barefaced and cruel,” said 

Tamara Tarnavska, a long-standing 
animal campaigner, adding that it is 
commonly done with the knowledge 
of the authorities and negligence of 
ordinary people.

Dozens of activists gathered on 
July 26 near Kyiv’s Nemo dolphina-
rium to demand that the “chlorinated 
prison for dolphins” close its doors. 
Activists claim that tap water contain-
ing chlorine, which is used in the 
pools for dolphinariums, irritates the 
eyes and skin of the dolphins. They 
also say that feeding the dol-

BY CHRISTOPHER J. MILLER
MILLER@KYIVPOST.COM 

Mykolaiv residents Janti Rajab and his 
wife Anna Rajab should be enjoying 
their first summer with their new-
born baby girl. Instead, the couple 
is embroiled in a fight with doctors 
and management at Mykolaiv Prenatal 
Hospital No. 2, who they say are 
responsible for the wrongful death of 
their child during birth on May 28 and 
removal of her organs immediately 

after without their consent.
Mykolaiv police have opened an 

investigation into the matter, Janti 
Rajab, 26, a real estate agent who splits 
time between Mykolaiv and Dubai, told 
the Kyiv Post. Local news website NO 
Crime reported the Mykolaiv Regional 
State Administration’s health depart-
ment launched a commission to look 
into the incident, but its findings were 
not made public by press time. If police 
charge doctors with medical malprac-
tice leading to the infant’s death, 

Activists demand end to cruel 
entertainment at animals’ expense

Infant death, organ 
removal in Mykolaiv 
sparks investigation

Located in central Kyiv, Globus was the first modern shopping 
malls to appear in Ukraine’s capital. (Pavlo Podufalov)
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BY MARK RACHKEVYCH

Ukrainian farmers have 
as of July 29 harvest-
ed nearly 27 million 
tons of grain repre-
senting a 21 percent 
year-on-year increase 
on 9 million hectares of 
land, Kyiv-based investment 
bank Dragon Capital said in 
a note to investors. The fig-
ures imply an average yield of 
2.95 tons per hectare, or a 22 
percent rise over the same 
period last year. 

Dragon Capital reported 
that the volume included 
19.6 million tons of wheat, 
6.2 million tons of bar-
ley and 2.1 million tons of 
rapeseed.

The Agriculture Ministry forecasts 
that 57-59 million tons of grain will 

be harvested this year, up 22-26 
percent over last year, and 

the highest volume 
in a decade, Dragon 
Capital said.

“We are currently 
more conservative 
on the 2013 harvest 

outlook in view of the 
very dry weather cur-

rently being observed in central 
and southern Ukraine, expecting 
production of 55.1 million tons 

(+26% y-o-y). At the same 
time, we think grain exports 

in the 2013/14 marketing 
year could hit 28.6 million 
tons (+19% y-o-y), above 
the Agriculture Ministry’s 

forecast, including 17.7 mil-
lion tons of corn (+20% y-o-

y), 8.2 million tons of wheat (+20% 
y-o-y) and 2.7 million tons of barley 
(+15% y-o-y),” said Dragon.

Ukraine on pace for record grain 
harvest in decade

BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA

Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych is building a new, mas-
sive mansion for himself atop a cliff-
side in southern Crimea formerly 
owned by the state, news website 
Ukrainska Pravda has reported.

According to a recent investigation 
by the news website, major construc-
tion is underway on the Ayia Cape 
estate, the progress of which can 
be seen in numerous photographs 
captured by Tetyana Chornovol, a 
journalist who has investigated 
Yanukovych’s properties since 2010.

In a response to Kyiv Post request, 
the press service of the President’s 
administration denied the allegations 
and said that Ukrainska Pravda “pre-
sented false facts.”

“Viktor Yanukovych and members 
of his family have no connections 
with the construction mentioned, 
with the land plot, or to the firms that 
own the plot,” reads the comment.

The land atop which the new house 
is being built was home to a sanato-
rium for employees of a state-owned 
road repair company prior to sum-
mer 2007, reports show. However, in 

2007, all the assets of the sanatorium, 
including the 3.5 hectare park around 
it, were sold by the state for just Hr 6.3 
million, while Viktor Yanukovych was 
serving as prime minister. The prop-
erty went to little known Crimean 
company Arktur-Krym, itself owned 
by Ukrkyivresurs.

Journalists have tied Ukrkyivresurs 
to the president and his family. For 
instance, Ukrkyivresurs owns the so-
called Tea House in the town of 
Crimean town of Massandra often 
used by the president. The com-
pany also legally employs workers of 
Yanukovych’s Mezhyhirya mansion 
north of Kyiv and owns helicopters 
and a plane used by the president. 

The firm also supplied construc-
tion material and furniture for 
Mezhyhirya. Moreover, Ukrkyivresurs 
is registered in a building in the town 
of Brovary that is owned by Andriy 
Kravets, a presidential administration 
worker.

Former head of Ukrkyivresurs 
Mykhailo Dobnev was also the head 
of Vesprom company, which owns 
the yacht used by the president’s 
elder son, billionaire businessman 
Oleksandr.

Yanukovych constructing 
Crimean mansion, 
investigation finds
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atop a cliffside in southern 
Crimea and is claimed to 
belong to Ukrainian president.
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BY MARK RACHKEVYCH
RACHKEVYCH@KYIVPOST.COM

The dispute resolution chamber of 
Ukraine’s soccer governing body on 
July 17 awarded FC Karpaty midfielder 
Cristobal Marquez Crespo €600,000 
in compensation over a contract dis-
pute with his former club, notably 
regarding his compensation package.

The Football Federation of Ukraine 
also terminated the 29-year-old 
Spanish footballer’s contract with FC 
Karpaty and granted him free agent 
status, announced Egorov Puginsky 
Afanasiev & Partners, the law firm 
representing him. 

FFU found that the Karpaty soccer 
club was in breach of contract for the 
July 2012-June 2013 soccer season. 

A FC Karpaty representative said the 
soccer club isn’t immediately comment-
ing on the football federation’s ruling. 

The decision can be appealed to 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport in 
Lausanne, Switzerland.

In January 2012 Karpaty loaned 
him to Spanish club Elche CF for 
one year.

Another high-profile case of unpaid 
salaries ended in November 2012 when 
FIFA, the world’s soccer governing 
body fined Tavria Simferopol $100,000 
over an employment dispute with 
Nigerian Abdulwaheed Afolabi.  

A survey of Ukrainian soccer players 

conducted by FIFPro, a global organi-
zation representing professional foot-
ballers, in February 2012 found that 
15.5 percent had experienced delays in 
the payment of their salaries, while 7.6 
percent had been approached to con-
sider match-fixing. This implies, that on 
average, almost two of the 22 players 

on the field will have been offered the 
chance to fix a game’s result.

“A player who has to wait for his 
money has a greater chance of being 
approached to manipulate a match,” 
the FIFPro report reads.

Kyiv Post editor Mark Rachkevych can 
be reached at rachkevych@kyivpost.com.

Spanish footballer Cristobal   
awarded €600,000 in contract 
dispute with FC Karpaty

Former Karpaty Lviv Spanish midfielder Cristobal Marquez battles for control 
of the ball against Obolon Kyiv’s goalkeeper Vitaliy Rieva on Sept. 17, 2011 in 
Lviv. (UNIAN)

BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM

Two journalists announced on Aug. 
1 that they will leave Forbes Ukraine 
after a new chief editor was introduced 
to the staff, following a change in own-
ership of the business publication.

On Aug. 1, deputy editor of Forbes.
ua and the magazine’s top investigative 
journalist both issued statements say-
ing they plan to resign.

“This was not an easy decision... I 
gave two years of my life to this proj-
ect which has been an unforgettable, 
amazing adventure, more than a job 
and a line in the CV,” wrote investiga-
tive journalist Sevgil Musaieva on her 
Facebook page. 

She added that she considers it 
unethical to work for a magazine 
owned by a man whom she spent more 
than six months investigating. 

The 27-year-old owner of VETEK 
energy holding Serhiy Kurchenko 
announced on June 20 that he had 
purchased UMH Group, the Forbes 
licensee and one of the country’s 
biggest media holdings, whose assets 
also include Focus, Vogue, and 
Korrespondent magazines. The deal 
will come into effect in early 2014.

Kurchenko has made headlines 
recently for his unexpected entry into 
Ukraine’s highly politicized gas sector 
through VETEK, which is in talks to 
become an importer of Russian gas, 
a privilege only shared by state giant 

Naftohaz, billionaire oligarch Dmytro 
Firtash’s Ostchem and Metinvest, 
which is owned by billionaire Rinat 
Akhmetov, according to the Interfax 
news agency.

“I specialize in (investigating) oil and 
gas. And this is one of the main busi-
nesses of Serhiy Kurchenko,” Musaieva 
said. She added that after her investi-

gative piece on Kurchenko was pub-
lished, called “The gas king of all 
Ukraine, or who is Mr. Kurchenko?” she 
and her editor Oleksandr Akymenko 
came “under pressure” from the maga-
zine’s management.

“I think it is wrong when owners of 
the magazine (Forbes) license say that 
we could have manipulated facts or 

become victims of someone’s business 
interests,” Musaieva said. 

Deputy editor of Forbes.ua Oleksandr 
Akymenko said that “the purchase of 
Forbes Ukraine by a person with the 
last name of Kurchenko is my personal 
tragedy as well.” 

“The deal took away the core value 
of Forbes – its honesty. One cannot 

look into the eyes of readers when 
they have that shadow looming over 
him. Moreover, it contradicts the sub-
stance of the magazine – after all, this 
is a magazine about entrepreneurship, 
not about wild capitalism,” Akymenko 
wrote on his Facebook page.

Previously Forbes Ukraine chief edi-
tor Vladimir Fedorin wrote in an article 
that he would quit his post as of Oct. 
1, despite having a valid contract until 
December. He also wrote he suspected 
the sale of UMH was made to silence 
journalists ahead of the upcoming presi-
dential elections in 2015 and to burnish 
the new owner’s reputation. 

Mikhail Kotov, a Russian citizen and 
former chief editor of Gazeta.ru news 
site, was named to take over as a chief 
editor on July 29.

Fedorin’s accusations were brushed 
aside in a June 21 statement by Forbes 
Media Senior Executive Miguel Forbes, 
who said the purchase would “open 
new opportunities for Forbes Ukraine.”

In past months Forbes Ukraine pub-
lished numerous hard-hitting reports, 
notably on public tenders won by 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s oldest son, 
Oleksandr, as well as numerous investi-
gations into the gas and energy sector.

Focus magazine estimated that 
Serhiy Kurchenko is worth “at least 
$650 million,” placing him 30th on the 
list of Ukraine’s 200 Richest.

Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana 
Tuchynska can be reached at tuchyn-
ska@kyivpost.com.

Journalists to leave Forbes 
in protest over new owner

In addition to other 
businesses, Kurchenko 
owns one of Ukraine’s 
top football clubs, 
Metalist Kharkiv. In 
this photo he poses 
with the silver medal 
Metalist received in 
the Ukrainian football 
championship on July 
27. (UNIAN)
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Uncivilized by 
choice
When Russian President Vladimir Putin argued in Kyiv last weekend that Ukraine should 
not leave the Russian-Orthodox civilization, he was speaking out of fear that Ukraine 
would sign the Association Agreement with the European Union this November, imple-
ment the necessary reforms, and anchor itself to the Western world. Such a scenario 
may seem overly optimistic, but it is also true that in recent years Ukraine’s authorities 
have done much to reduce dependence on Russia, remain aloof of any integration 
projects, and keep the nation’s still biggest trading partner at a safe distance. 

All of this is worrying to Russia, which still sees Ukraine as a valuable economic 
prize, and the symbolic heartland of the Kremlin’s new ideological project, the 
Russian World, which aims to tie the core Eastern Slavic lands in a union based on 
language, culture and a shared Orthodox faith. In terms of economy, Putin might 
be right – trade with Russia is down 18 percent this year, mainly on lower fuel 
imports to Ukraine. But in terms of political culture, or “civilization,” he can sleep 
easy: Ukraine is sliding ever further down the path of lawlessness and abuse of 
human rights that characterize today’s Russia.

On the same day the Russian dignitaries were visiting Kyiv, activists from radical 
feminist group Femen and a photographer accompanying them were roughed 
up by police and detained on charges of petty hooliganism and disobeying law 
enforcement officials, respectively. They were tried the next morning, once Kyiv’s 
distinguished guests had left, and received a minor fine. This was not the only case 
involving Femen: Anna Hutsol, the group’s leader, was beaten twice the same day 
and had her laptop and dog stolen; a male Femen activist was brutally beaten only 
days earlier, resulting in a broken jaw and missing teeth.

Which group stands behind these particular attacks no longer matters – the lack 
of progress on the murder of Volodymyr Honcharenko, an environmental activist, 
near Dnipropetrovsk is telling – it’s enough to look at the victims to see where the 
country is headed. Even worse, it is now the activists that are being persecuted: 
through fines, ludicrous criminal investigations, or forced psychiatric treatment. 

Despite all this, Ukraine remains much softer than Russia, where youthful pro-
test groups like Pussy Riot face hard prison sentences and journalists face severe 
beatings for their investigative work – the same work in Russia can lead to their 
disappearance, or even death. Ukrainian nationalist groups, unlike their Russian 
peers, only managed to push for an anti-discrimination bill to be shelved – not get 
“homosexual propaganda” banned. But the direction is pretty clear. Putin should 
be so proud.

 

Usual cruelty
Ukraine’s headlines have recently been filled with cases of animal neglect and out-
right abuse: bears being used to bait dogs, dolphins and sharks dying on beaches 
as tourists look on, exotic animals suffering to provide a cheesy photo opportunity. 
When seen from a distance, they highlight not just a society that fails to properly 
implement the numerous laws meant to protect our furry friends – it is one where 
cruel indifference is the norm, and sometimes a source of amusement. 

Searching for the animal abuse cases from the period since independence, you 
will only find 17 court sentences in the State Registry of Court Decisions. Ukrainian 
legislation punishes animal cruelty with six months of prison or a fee up to Hr 850, 
more if the minors were present at the crime scene. In a country with an average sal-
ary of Hr 3,380 that restriction seems to be deterrent enough, but in reality, it’s not.

In some cases, the abuse of animals is terrible, but still has some perverted 
logic behind it. Such was the case of a married couple in Poltava, which killed and 
ate 15 cats in 2008, arguing they had no money for food. Guard dogs, meant to 
provide security, are often killed during burglaries. Terrible as they are, these cases 
at least have an explanation.

But what cannot be excused or explained is the gratuitous abuse of animals, 
or indifference to evident suffering. Yet this is exactly what the recent cases have 
shown. 

You don’t have to dig through court records to see the animal cruelty. 
Ukrainians live surrounded by it. Animal abuse is on the country’s beaches and 
boulevards that are filled with photographers offering a picture with a monkey or 
some kind of reptile. It’s in the backstage of every circus, where lions and wolves 
are held in cages the size of a toilet stall in a Soviet khrushchovka apartment. It’s 
in the parks of Kyiv where “doghunters” leave poisoned meat for both pets and 
stray dogs to die in pain.

A harsh and violent history has left many immune to the suffering of other 
people, let alone animals. But a society’s values, and the compassion shared 
between its members, depend on how it treats the lowest of its members. The 
lack of empathy and respect for animals, sadly, explains a lot about the way that 
people are treated, too.
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Starting a war is never a good idea, but it’s particularly fool-
ish if you know you are going to lose it. Ukraine’s initiative 
to protect its car producers has angered its major trading 
partners. This step could eventually backfire, leading to 
zero or even negative economic results for the country. 
Furthermore, the benefits to the protected car industry are 
likely to be short lived. 

In early 2013 Ukraine increased car import duties, which 
World Trade Organization members have decried as being 
unjustified and implemented with procedural violations. 
Ukraine is now facing sanctions from the European Union, 
Japan, Russia, South Korea and Turkey in retaliation. Turkey 
has already imposed duties on Ukraine’s walnut exports. 

There are two possible outcomes. First, Ukraine would 
“trade” protection of its car sector for worse terms of trade for 
a number of exporting sectors. This would likely adversely 
impact the food industry (food products are sensitive export 
items that importing countries specifically like to target). It 
is very possible that the damage exporters would face from 
those sanctions could end up being higher than benefits to 
the car producers. And yes, domestic consumers are those 
who pay the price for more expensive imports. 

The second outcome is that Ukraine would withdraw 
from its decision to increase the duties. Against this is the 
car industry, which enjoys a strong lobby and has support 
across all political parties. However, if Ukraine signs the 
free trade agreement with the EU in November (along with 
the Association Agreement), such special treatment of the 
domestic car producers would have to stop.  

So, does the car industry deserve the political and eco-
nomic price Ukraine might have to pay? It is true that 
the sector has been hit hard by the economic crisis: car 
production declined by 25 percent in 2012 and by about 50 
percent in the first half of 2013. But, contrary to what the 
government claims, the car industry is hardly economically 
significant: in fact, its share in total industrial output and 

employment is less than 1 percent. Of course, the govern-
ment is to fight for each job, you have to ask yourself why 
jobs in the car sector are more important than those, say, in 
the food sector. One could argue that Ukraine’s major car 
companies should not get any government attention at all, as 
they have little chances in competing with major car produc-
ers, be it globally or domestically. 

Now if the business environment improves, the  domestic 
car industry does have prospects. It could attract investments, 
integrate into the European supply chain and the country 
could see growth of intra-industry trade. International inves-
tors have long been eying Ukraine to start producing car com-
ponents, given the country’s proximity to major car plants in 
the EU. However, after unexpected policy changes in the early 
2000s (among other things, tax privileges were abolished), 
those few investors who came to the country have since left. 

Eventually, it is sound domestic policy and good business 
environment that enable a country to compete internation-
ally. It goes without saying that it is better to attract private 
investments to create new jobs and generate trade flows 
rather than waste public money protecting uncompetitive 
industries. Yet, there is always a place for effective state aid 
policy, which does not distort competition and is not favoring 
specific companies. Ukraine state aid policy is not effective 
at the moment, but it better be if the country wants to shield 
regions and employees hit by economic recession (which is 
still ongoing) and not be hit by trade sanctions.

Ukraine should change its strategy in pursuing economic 
interests in the WTO: instead of blocking imports, Kyiv 
should promote its exports. Though the WTO is indeed 
notorious for its inefficiency, it remains the best platform for 
small countries to settle trade disputes. This is something 
that Kyiv should not neglect, given persistent protectionist 
policies in other countries, particularly recurring problems 
that Ukrainian products face in Russia and Customs Union. 
Unfortunately, the country has already taken a number 
of steps that have damaged its image in the organization: 
Reuters, the news agency, has quoted diplomats calling 
Ukraine’s behavior in the WTO over the past few years as 
“aggressive and eccentric.” Ukraine desperately needs to win 
back the support of WTO members to make sure it is not 
left alone on the battlefield in the future.

Ildar Gazizullin is the director of the economic policy and 
business program at the Kyiv-based Institute for Public Policy.

NEWS ITEM: Russian President Vladimir Putin caught a 21-kilogram pike when fishing in the Tuva Republic in Russia on 
July 20. According to Putin’s spokesperson, it took him 30 minutes to drag the giant fish out of water. After pictures of 
Putin holding a large fish went viral online, Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko decided he would not be bested, 
telling reporters on July 31 that he once caught a 57-kilogram catfish when fishing in the river Pripyat in southern 
Belarus. The hulking Viktor Yanukovych, the largest of the three presidents, has not made any such claims, and is 
not known for such shows of manliness. He is currently vacationing in Crimea, where yet another giant mansion is 
allegedly being built for him.

“This is 
what I call a 

catch!”

“Real men 
catch large 

pikes, like this 
one!”

“I usually 
feed this kind 
of fish to my 

cat”

ILDAR GAZIZULLIN

Ukraine’s lost trade war
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VOX
populi
WITH 
ANNA SHAMANSKA

Serhiy 
Semenov, 
courier 
I believe 
that it is 
our govern-
ment’s fault. 
They have to 
take strong 
actions 
against 

those who abuse animals. If it’s their 
first offense, they should be fined. 
Then they should be taken to court.

Katya 
Zorina, 
student
Ukraine 
needs to 
have organi-
zations 
such as 
Greenpeace. 
If (such 
organiza-

tions) already are here, they don’t do 
their job well enough. They should 
keep a close eye on territories 
densely populated with animals. 

Mykhaylo 
Lades, 
student
People 
themselves 
should take 
action and 
pressure 
officials 
and various 
organiza-

tions to take action. So far (our gov-
ernment and organizations) just eat 
the money we receive from Europe.

Volodymyr 
Kolesnikov, 
pensioner
First of all, 
you have to 
be a human 
being, love 
animals and 
nature. You 
have to treat 
them with 

an open heart and pure intentions. 
Those who don’t should be severely 
punished. We have (environmental 
activists), organizations for animal 
protection and the society (that can 
encourage such punishments are 
carried out).

Tetiana 
Sha-
ratkyna, 
food con-
sultant
If we treat 
our children 
and elderly 
so poorly, 
how can 
we demand 

a nicer treatment of animals? The 
people themselves should take 
action. I don’t believe the govern-
ment and their programs can work 
efficiently. 

Considering the latest 
cases involving animal 
abuse, what measures 
do you think should be 
taken to prevent such 
incidents, and by 
whom?

Judicial perversion

A shameless perversion of justice is the only way 
to describe the Aug. 1 Kyiv Appellate Court ruling 
that upheld the conviction of a father and son for 
murdering a judge, who presided over many property 
development dispute cases, in 2011.

The father, Dmytro Pavlychenko, and his son, 
Serhiy Pavlychenko, still could appeal the tragic rul-
ing, but given Ukraine’s dismal acquittal rates that 
have averaged 0.23 percent in 2005-2012 (far lower 
than the average 10.5 percent acquittal rate in 1935-
1945 during Stalin’s totalitarian rule, according to 
respected journalist Mustafa Nayem’s research), the 
odds for exoneration are severely against them. 

The initial Oct. 2, 2012 ruling sentenced Dmytro, 
who was in his late 40s at the time of Judge Serhiy 
Zubkov’s murder, to life in prison. His son, who was 
only 18, received 13 years. The authorities, including 
Anatoliy Mohyliov, the interior minister at the time, 
said the case was well-documented and well-investi-
gated, and said the right people were convicted. 

But yesterday’s ruling came after new evidence was 
presented to the court and followed the disclosure 
in January of confidential case file materials by an 
alleged whistleblower from the prosecutor’s office 
that suggested the Pavlychenkos were not guilty 
“beyond a reasonable doubt.”

I personally wrote about and examined the case 
file materials, and consulted with lawyers, including 
the defense team’s legal counsel, who unambiguously 
said the materials provided enough inconsistencies 
and contradictions with the official version of events 
that the criminal case would have been thrown out of 
any courtroom that makes decisions without “passion 
or prejudice.”

Not in Ukraine where the courts dish out justice 
as often as Haley’s Comet is visible to the naked eye 
from Earth. 

The whistleblower explained his reason for mak-
ing the case materials available in a drop box in an 
e-mailed message to the Kyiv Post “on behalf of all 
prosecutors who still have a conscience left,” adding 
that he cannot “look at such a disgrace with what is 
being done in the name of the public prosecutor’s 
office in the courts anymore.”

The anonymous alleged prosecutor wrote that 
“when the (murder) case is thrown together so inso-
lently and thoughtlessly, then it’s clear to even the 
inexperienced (law enforcer) that (the case) received 
approval from very high up.”

The official version of the 42-year-old judge’s mur-
der says the motive was revenge. Zubkov had evicted 
the Pavlychenko family from their centrally located 
Kyiv home in a December 2010 ruling in favor of 
Gooioord BV, a Dutch property developer. 

Investigators said Dmytro, a small-scale business-
man, recruited his son, a teenager and member of 
the Dynamo Kyiv soccer team fan club, to help carry 
out the murder. They said the father and son waited 
for the judge to return home on March 21 when they 
killed him in the elevator and left him on the landing 
near his apartment entrance. 

Three days later on March 24, police announced 
they had the suspects in custody in a display of swift 
investigative work. It appears they investigated the 
other property dispute cases over which the judge 
had presided, including those that ruled in the pub-
lic’s, not the private developer’s, favor in just three 
days. 

Authorities said they placed the son, Serhiy, at the 
crime scene because he had left his blood-soaked 
gym shoes and jogging pants on the first floor of the 
residential building when fleeing. 

But the case file shows a picture of one of the gym 
shoes without blood, and whose sole print doesn’t 
match the one found at the crime scene on the 7th 
floor where the judge was murdered. 

The leaked information also indicates that a police 
dog followed the sole print in the opposite direction 
that police say Serhiy had fled. The route the police 
dog took leads to a second sole print, identical to the 
one on the 7th floor murder scene, which doesn’t 
match the found gym shoe. 

Authorities say Serhiy put the judge’s trousers and 
shoes on after the murder, even the though the judge 
had died of numerous knife and gunshot wounds, 
suggesting his clothes also had blood on them. 

In court appearances, Serhiy said the murder 
confession he initially gave was given under extreme 
duress. Authorities refuted this in court despite 
documented cases of police torture by human rights 
groups. 

The leaked information also contains material that 
authorities believed there was a third person at the 
crime scene, but which was omitted in their official 
version. 

Also, authorities say they found a wheelchair 
on the first floor of the residential building where 
Zubkov lived that was left there by Dmytro after 
the murder – apparently he used the wheel-
chair to enter the building disguised. They say 
Dmytro’s fingerprints matched those found on the 
wheelchair. 

Yet, according to the case file, authorities first 
found four usable fingerprints on the wheelchair. 
But when Dmytro was detained on March 24, 
investigators ordered a repeat forensic study of the 
wheelchair. 

This time, they sent fingerprint markings on 
adhesive tape for analysis, not the actual wheelchair, 
suggesting the prints could have been retrieved any-
where. Moreover, authorities sent five fingerprints for 
a repeat analysis while only four usable prints were 
found on the wheelchair. 

I would like to ask the presiding judge of Aug. 1 
Viacheslav Dziubyn: “how do four finger usable prints 
produce five? The same way that 2+2=5 in George 
Orwell’s 1984?”

Mark Rachkevych is a Kyiv Post editor. 

Dmytro Pavlychenko (left), 49, and his son Serhiy Pavlychenko, 20, acknowledge supporters during an Aug. 1 Kyiv Appellate Court ruling that upheld their 
conviction of murdering a judge on March 21, 2011. (UNIAN)

MARK RACHKEVYCH
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One by one at 11: a.m., Aug. 1, the 
shops at Kyiv’s Globus shopping mall 
lowered their security gates and turned 
out the lights. The nineteen tenants 
who closed for one hour during normal 
working hours said they had no other 
choice because the mall’s management 
and owners have for months ignored 
their concerns over what they call 
the building’s deteriorating structural 
condition, which is becoming a safety 
hazard. 

Leonard Sebastian, group man-
aging and legal director of London 
& Regional Properties, which owns 
Globus, assured that the shopping mall 
“is in good repair and is safe.”

Yet a joint act obtained by the Kyiv 

Post that 23 Globus tenants signed 
and stamped on July 10, and which 
was witnessed by local law firm BKB, 
calls for major repairs of the entire 
structure’s waterproofing and insur-
ance. It asks that: “Globus conforms 
to current legislation, building and 
sanitary-and-epidemiological norms…
for the purpose of protecting the safety 
interests of shoppers and employees of 

our enterprises, as well as to secure the 
investments of our stores.”

The act noted that the invited shop-
ping center’s owners and leasers did 
not attend the official recording of the 
document. This measure was preceded 
by individual letters sent earlier in July 
and late June by tenants, including 
Adidas Group, Carlo Pazolini, Karen 
Miller, Carnaby and others, requesting 

that ongoing building and maintenance 
problems be addressed. 

“Adidas-Ukraine has experienced 
numerous floods due to leakage in the 
ceiling and communication systems…
which as a result damaged Adidas-
Ukraine property and also decreased 
the number of visitors to the store,” 
reads a July 3 Adidas Group letter to 
Globus. 

The same letter requested that a 
Globus representative attend the July 
10 gathering of tenants to discuss vari-
ous building and maintenance issues. 

A July 3 letter from T. J. Retail that 
runs the Carnaby shoe store calls 
the state of Globus “dissatisfactory,” 
and complains of “constant water leaks 
that have formed puddles that do 
not conform to operational and 

Owners claim compliance 
with all regulatory norms

History of Globus 
shopping mall
On May 26, 2002, the underground 
Globus shopping mall opened its doors 
on Independence Square. It was built 
by property developers Oleksandr 
Melamud and Garik Korohodsky 
through offshore-registered Delight Ltd. 
It has an area of 35,000 square meters, 
18,500 square meters of which is leas-
able retail space. It has 159 tenants. 
The number of visitors to the mall has 
dropped from 32.7 million in 2007 to 
26.3 million in 2012. In the first five 
months of 2013 the number of visitors 
fell 7 percent, compared to the same 
period in 2012, to 10.5 million. London 
& Regional Properties purchased the 
corporate rights to Globus in 2007 for a 
reported $200 million. Founded in 1987, 
LRP is based in London and owned by 
brothers Ian and Richard Livingstone. 
The Irish Times has referred to them as 
“reclusive.” LRP has a global property 
portfolio worth nearly £5 billion. In 2012, 
the Livingstone brothers paid them-
selves a £124 million dividend after 
selling off swaths of overseas assets. 

7

Shops at Globus shopping mall in Kyiv closed for one hour on 
Aug. 1 to protest its owners’ lack of response to their calls to fix 
the deteriorating structure. (Anastasia Vlasova)
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sanitary-and-epidemiological 
norms.”

Sebastian of LRP insists the shop-
ping center is “fully compliant at all 
times with the authorities, regulations, 
and law.”

He implicated Olena Morris, the 
mall’s head of development until July 
23, as the instigator of the Aug. 1 tenant 
protest. “Olena Morris exacerbated the 
issue, I met with tenants on July 29-30, 
I’m ready to address their issues, but 
there’s a perpetrator,” he wrote.

Morris, in turn, told the Kyiv Post 
that since 2007, when she started 
working at Globus, “no major capi-
tal expenditures have been made to 
address the mall’s structural problems.”

Sebastian furthermore said that 
before LRP purchased the shopping 
mall in 2007, the group had due dili-
gence done on Globus and “we were 
comfortable, nothing came up in due 
diligence, we’ve been spending money 
to keep Globus in a state of condition 
in good repair as we’re required to do.”

When asked how often the building 
is technically assessed, Sebastian said 
thorough inspections are conducted 
annually, and that one is being con-
ducted “at the moment.” He added 
that a technical director is employed 
on staff. 

“There’s no element of truth to what 
the tenants are saying, you’ll always 
have water penetration in subterranean 
levels (such as Globus), we’re dealing 
with these issues, drainage issues, and 
monitor the situation regularly.”

However, Sebastian admitted that 
water is coming through one of 
the domes attached to Globus on 
Independence Square, but the “prob-
lem is being rectified, we don’t shy 
away from our responsibility, we’re 
good people and have been fully com-
pliant, we want to see happy tenants.”

Other tenants complain of “excessive 
humidity and moisture” that lead to the 
build-up of mold and mildew. 

Universal, the company that oper-
ates the Ajour brand of women’s lin-

gerie on July 1 complained that “the 
conduct of commercial activity in 
Globus is made considerably difficult 
by the sharp, repulsive scent (most 
likely coming from the sewage system) 
and humidity stemming from constant 
water leakage.”

On June 6, Tommy Hilfiger filed an 
“act of damaged goods” with Globus 
claiming that 11 pairs of shoes worth 
some $2,400 were “damaged from 
fungus and (subsequent) deformation 
due to excessive moisture and humid-
ity. Pictures attached to the claim, 
obtained by the Kyiv Post, showed 
boxes of black leather shoes shriveled 
up. 

Grandi Firme sent three damaged 
goods claims totaling $21,500 in 
January and February, all “because of 
ceiling water leakage.” 

An examination of official letters of 
complaints and inquiries sent by Globus 
tenants to the mall’s management office 
show frustration over not receiving 
responses. Tenants also express confu-
sion over who is actually in charge and 
for what they are responsible. 

A July 18 letter from MD-Group, 
one of the mall’s biggest tenants 
that sells goods under the brands 
Walker, Tommy Hilfiger, G-STAR RAW, 
ACCESORIZE, and OGGI, voices con-
cern that global real estate adviser 
DTZ, “as the representative of the 
leaser,” does not have “authorization 
with no listed coordinates.”

The letter continues: “We surpris-
ingly discovered that the leaser Globus 
(through Delight (registered offshore)) 
is a non-resident that periodically visits 
Ukraine. We assume that the company 
DTZ is a consultant or representative 
albeit without a mandate from Globus, 
and that respective company officials 
and/or authorized representatives of 
Delight and/or Globus are non-resi-
dents of Ukraine.”

The letter concluded by raising the 
issue that DTZ does not have contrac-
tual relations with MD-Group, and that 
the group also “does not require con-
sultation from DTZ as an unauthorized 
agent.”

DTZ did not respond to Kyiv Post 
requests for comment. 

Letters from Carlo Pazolini, Solo 
Pizza, and Tally Weijl, dated July 2, July 
17 and July 2, respectively, all complain 
about not receiving responses to ear-
lier letters to Globus. 

In particular, Solo Pizza complains 
of not receiving a response to a letter 
written in May, and informs Sebastian 
of LRP that from June 1 to July 31 it will 
not pay rent and refuses to rent storage 
space “because of its absolute unsuitabil-
ity for use (violation of sanitary norms, 
including the presence of large rats).”

The reason for constant water leak-
ages and excessive humidity appears 
to be caused by faulty building water-
proofing that needs to be replaced, 
according to a 2006 assessment of 
Globus conducted by the government-
run Construction Research Institute 
within the Ministry of Regional  
Development, Building and Utilities. 

In its report CRI states that the 
“problems can be comprehensively 
resolved only by installing new, reliable 
external waterproofing using modern, 
certified (building) materials, (and at 
the same time) by dismantling the cur-
rent covering and removing soil at no 
less than 0.5 meters in depth.” 

By 2009, when LRP was in posses-

sion of Globus, there was no evidence 
that major construction work had been 
done on the premises. A letter from 
the State Architectural and Building 
Control Inspectorate of Kyiv respond-
ing to an inquiry submitted by member 
of parliament Vasyl Hrytsak, and the 
deputy prosecutor of Kyiv, states that 
as of Sept. 7, 2009 during an inspec-
tion of Globus, “there were no indica-
tion whatsoever found of any kind of 
construction works being carried out.”

Then on Oct. 14, 2010, a Kyiv district 
judgment ordered the Kyiv prosecu-
tor’s office to conduct an inspection of 

Globus based on the 2006 assessment 
by CRI. The Kyiv prosecutor was to 
inform the court within a month of the 
outcome of its inspection. 

When asked about the outcome, the 
Kyiv prosecutor told the Kyiv Post that 
it “doesn’t have documented proof that 
the court ruling made it to the Kyiv 
prosecutor.” However, based on the 
Kyiv Post’s inquiry, the Kyiv prosecutor 
said on July 31 that it ordered CRI to 
conduct an inspection of the shopping 
mall. 

Kyiv Post editor Mark Rachkevych can 
be reached at rachkevych@kyivpost.com.

Humidity, mold and 
vermin make site unfit 
for use, tenants say

Unsolved acid attack at Globus
On Oct. 12, 2010, an unidentified assailant splashed concentrated sulfuric acid on the 
face of Olena Morris, the head of business development at Globus, in the manage-
ment office of the mall. She received third degree burns on over 10 percent of her 
body. The same day she was medically evacuated to a Swiss clinic where she under-
went 11 operations worth some $250,000. She said she still needs to undergo five 
additional medical procedures. 

Dismissed from Globus on July 23, Morris told the Kyiv Post she has no personal 
enemies and believes the attack is connected to Ian Church, the former country 
manager of Ukraine for London & Regional Properties. She said that a week before 
the attack Church advised her to hire a personal body guard. She declined the offer 
and said she was puzzled by it. 

Church, who holds dual British and Polish citizenship, did not respond to e-mailed 
requests for comment. He is believed to reside in Poland. The Ministry of Internal 
Affairs told the Kyiv Post that Church doesn’t figure in any existing criminal cases and 
has not been convicted in Ukraine.

Morris said that on Oct. 12, a man phoned the office of Globus and asked for her. 
Dressed in overalls, a man asked for Morris in particular before attacking her. Her 
husband, William Morris, said the security camera near where Morris was located 
wasn’t working at the time. 

After the attack, Church gave Morris $150,000 for medical treatment as a per-
sonal gesture. Ian Livingstone, the co-owner of LRP, told William Morris in an e-mailed 
message dated Oct. 11, 2011 that “I haven’t been involved in the situation as I don’t 
believe that it’s related to business. I understand that Ian Church has been helping on 
a personal basis.”

However, Leonard Sebastian, group managing and legal director of LRP, refuted this 
version. 

He said that LRP had paid out the $150,000 for Olena Morris’s medical treatment. 
“We did this (paid money) immediately even though she asked for a loan,” Sebastian 

told the Kyiv Post. “The incident has nothing to do with us, we paid for everything, not 
Ian Church, we can show bank statements proving that money came from LRP, we 
have medical bills; it was a gesture of goodwill.”

Law enforcement authorities initially classified the criminal case as “hooliganism,” 
but later upgraded it to “grievous bodily harm.”

The case is still open and is being investigated by the investigation department of 
the Kyiv police. 
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Olena Morris, the head of business development at Globus, underwent 
numerous surgeries after she was splashed with sulfuric acid at the 
management office inside the shopping center on Oct. 12, 2010. (Courtesy)

Opened in May 2002 as Kyiv’s first modern shopping center, Globus is 
situated underneath Independence Square where tenants complain of 
constant water leakage that seeps through ceilings damaging goods, 
property and equipment, coupled with excessive amounts mold-forming 
humidity. (Pavlo Podufalov)
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they could face up to five years 
in prison.

There are also concerns regarding 
the hasty removal of the infant’s organs 
without the family’s approval. Mykolaiv 
morgues have in recent years deceived 
family members into signing consent 
forms to recover usable parts, includ-
ing tissue, from the corpses of their 
deceased loved ones, in order to feed a 
multimillion dollar international trade, 
a 2012 joint investigation between the 
Kyiv Post and the Organized Crime and 
Corruption Reporting Project uncovered.

Mykolaiv Regional State 
Administration health department 
head Svitlana Hotina, who is oversee-
ing the commission investigating the 
infant’s death, is also in charge of legiti-
mate organ removals for transplant 
programs. 

Janti Rajab said he was not told why 
his daughter’s organs were removed, or 
how they will be used.

The Mykolaiv Regional State 
Administration, the Ministry of Health 
and doctors at Mykolaiv Prenatal 
Hospital No. 2 did not respond to the 
Kyiv Post’s requests for comment.

The couple’s nightmare began late 
on May 27, when Anna Rajab, 22, was 
admitted to the hospital following con-
tractions. Soon after her arrival around 
10 p.m., she began experiencing severe 
abdominal pains – more than contrac-
tions – according to a written state-
ment provided by her to the Kyiv Post. 

Days earlier an ultrasound had 
shown the umbilical cord of the cou-
ple’s unborn daughter to be wrapped 
twice around her neck, news that wor-
ried Anna Rajab. With that and the 
pain in mind, she asked medical staff 
to conduct a Cesarean section. 

Her request was met with cruel 
indifference, but not before medical 
staff diagnosed her with preeclampsia, 
a serious medical condition charac-
terized by a significant rise in blood 
pressure. According to the Mayo Clinic, 
a respected American not-for-profit 
medical clinic, the condition can lead 
to serious, possibly fatal, complications 
for both the mother and child if left 
untreated. 

“In response (to my request for a 
C-section) we kept on hearing rejec-
tions (from doctors), who said that I am 
young and would not need a scar on 
my stomach – it is not pretty,” she said.

Anna Rajab shared her concern with 
the doctor on duty that night, Darya 
Herman. “I was told (by Dr. Herman) 
to go to sleep and not to make up 
contractions, because the machine in 
the room didn’t show that I was (having 
contractions),” she said.

She approached Dr. Herman again 
around midnight asking for help and to 
be transferred to the nearby maternity 
hospital. “She refused… and she called 
my pain ‘false labor’ and asked me with 
a sneer ‘Why do you cry? Nothing is 
supposed to hurt.’”

At 5 a.m. Anna Rajab’s mother tried 
to transport her to the maternity hospi-
tal, but doctors did not allow the trans-
fer. At 7 a.m. She was given a pill to 
induce labor, which she said increased 
the pain. Still, hospital officials did not 
move to operate on her. Finally, at 9:15 
a.m. an emergency vehicle transported 
her to the maternity hospital, where 
the child was delivered stillborn.

According to the initial medical 
report, the cause of death was intra-
uterine hypoxia, meaning the fetus was 
asphyxiated prior to or during birth. 

But Janti Rajab said that after he filed 
a police report weeks later, medical 
examiners changed the official cause 
of death to an infection of toxoplasma 
gondii, a parasitic organism common 
in felines that can also infect humans. 
The only way the fetus could have con-
tracted the organism would be through 
the mother, but results of laboratory 
tests conducted on Anna Rajab and 
obtained by the Kyiv Post show her to 
be negative.

The couple believe administrators 
at the hospital, fearing they’d be found 
responsible for the stillbirth, doctored 
the medical records.

“When we spoke to (the medical 
staff at the hospital) about this infec-
tion, they had no idea what it is,” Janti 
Rajab said.

Dr. Lyudmila Melnik, an obstetri-
cian and gynecologist at the American 

Medical Center in Kyiv, said it is not 
uncommon for fetuses to have nuchal 
cords – umbilical cords wrapped 
around the fetal neck.

“About 25 percent of all deliveries 
involve a baby with (a nuchal cord). It 
does not mean that the baby has some-
thing wrong or has incurred something 
else during delivery,” Melnik explained, 
adding that in such cases births can 
“require special assistance.”

With many stillbirths the cause of 
death can be hard to nail down, 
according to Dr. Richard Styles, medi-
cal director at the American Medical 
Center. “Infants do die in the process 
of labor, and it’s difficult sometimes to 
know exactly why,” he said.

Giving birth in Ukraine today is safer 
than it used to be, according to Styles. 
“Ukraine has made huge advances in 
reducing perinatal mortality. It’s com-

parable here now to newer member 
countries of the European Union.”

Ukraine has halved its infant mortal-
ity rate since independence, but still 
averages 8.24 deaths per 1,000 live 
births, placing it 155th out of 224 coun-
tries, according to CIA World Factbook 
statistics. 

Anna Rajab’s case is not an iso-
lated incident. Less than a month later, 
a similar case was brought to light 
when another full-term infant died 
during birth in the town of Veselinovo, 
Mykolaiv Oblast, NO Crime reported 
on July 27.

According to the newspaper, the 
unidentified mother and her unborn 
baby were in good health upon arriv-
ing to an area hospital at 1 a.m. Hours 
later the baby would be born dead. 
Following the doctors’ pronouncement, 
the infant was immediately taken to 
the morgue without the mother being 
allowed to hold it, the family of the 
mother told local media.

Criminal proceedings have also been 
opened in this case, according to a 
deputy chief at the Veselinovo Police 
Department. 

For now, the Rajab’s have not hired a 
lawyer. “We don’t have the money right 
now – it is too expensive and can take 
years (to fight) in court,” Janti Rajab 
said. The two hope that by pursuing it 
through the police justice will prevail. 
Should they attempt to have another 
child, the couple said, they will make 
sure the birth takes place outside 
Ukraine.

Kyiv Post editor Christopher J. Miller 
can be reached at miller@kyivpost.com, 
or on Twitter at @ChristopherJM. Kyiv 
Post intern Anna Shamanska contributed 
to this story.

Doctors treat pregnant Mykolaiv 
woman with cruel indifference 
1

Doctors at a Mykolaiv medical center work to recover tissue from the body 
of a person who had consented to the removal of their organs. (Courtesy)

BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM

Ukraine is not safe for refugees, and 
European countries should not return 
asylum-seekers to Ukraine, as it cannot 
be considered as a safe third country.

Such are the conclusions of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in a report on the 
situation of asylum-seekers and refu-
gees in Ukraine, presented in Geneva 
on July 26 and in Kyiv on July 30.

The results also go against a 2007 
European Union-Ukraine readmission 
agreement, which stated that asylum 
seekers or refugees detained in the EU, 
who arrived illegally from Ukraine, are 
to be sent back to Eastern European 
country.

“Despite significant progress in 
recent years, Ukraine’s asylum system 
still requires fundamental improve-
ments: it does not offer sufficient pro-
tection against (resettlement), and does 
not provide asylum-seekers the oppor-
tunity to have their asylum claims 
considered in an efficient and fair pro-
cedure. Therefore, Ukraine should not 
be considered as a safe third country 
and UNHCR further urges States not 

to return asylum-seekers to Ukraine 
on this basis,” reads the summary of 
the report.

Citizens of former Soviet Union 
countries “have particularly low 
chances of obtaining refugee status in 
Ukraine,” it continues. This certainly 
seems to be the case: of the 775 per-
sons from Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and 
the Russian Federation who applied 
for international protection in Ukraine 
in 2010-2012, just three received the 
protected status.

Statistics shows that Ukraine grant-
ed protection to Russian citizens 
from 2005 to 2010, during Viktor 
Yushchenko’s presidency. 

However, since 2010, when Viktor 
Yanukovych became president, only 
two Russians have received the sta-
tus out of 107 applicants. Meanwhile, 
Russians are the second largest group 
who receive refugee status in the EU, 
after Afghans.

Most of those who apply for refu-
gee status in Ukraine are wanted in 
Russia for staging or participating in 
protests. In 2013, Ukraine turned down 
four Russian opposition activists – all 
participants of the so-called Bolotnaya 
Square case, which was opened on 

the basis of alleged mass rioting and 
violence against police during the anti-
government protest in Moscow on May 
6, 2012. All four filed a court appeal.

The UNHCR says these cases “raise 
concerns about whether decision-mak-
ing in these cases is fair, objective and 
non-discriminatory.”

The State Migration Service does 
not comment on particular cases, but 
the head of its asylum department, 
Natalia Naumenko, says applicants are 
turned down because they “did not 
produce sufficient information con-
firming that their return to the country 
of origin would endanger them.”  

“Nobody is putting pressure on 
the State Migration Service. There 
is no pressure from the Presidential 
Administration, the Cabinet of 
Ministers, the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs or the Foreign Ministry,” says 
Deputy Head of the State Migration 
Service Vasyl Grytsak.

Because of the large number of 
refusals, the UNHCR is trying to reset-
tle people turned down by Ukraine in 
other countries. According to Oldrich 
Andrysek, the regional UNHCR rep-
resentative, in 2013 10 people were 
resettled from Ukraine in France, four 

in Canada, four in Austria, two in the 
U.S. and one in Sweden, as “Ukraine is 
rejecting people who, we believe, have 
very strong refugee cases.”

The UNHCR urges Ukraine to 
change its system as it “reiterates it 
cannot constantly replace govern-
ment and resettle people to the third 
countries, where international law is 
respected.” 

“Being a middle income country in 
Europe, Ukraine has about 2,500 rec-
ognized refugees and annually receives 
approximately 1,500 asylum applica-
tions. This is a very modest number in 
comparison to many regions bordering 
countries with ongoing conflict like 
Afghanistan, Syria or Somalia,” said 
UNHCR spokesperson Melissa Fleming 
at a press briefing in Geneva on July 
26.

Grytsak agrees that much more 
needs to be done. He says the service 
is working on simplifying the paper-
work, a big problem for many asylum-
seekers and refugees who often have 
no document confirming their identity. 
Those who were turned down by the 
State Migration Service and are in the 
process of appealing usually have no 
papers for years. 

“Recently I have learned of a 
case when a man in Odesa lived 
with no documents for 7 years. 
These people cannot work, can-
not open a bank account, cannot 
marry, cannot go to a hospital – 
they have no documentation,” says 
Andrysek.

Despite the need for fundamental 
change of the system, the report also 
marks some recent progress, such as 
the adoption of the Law on Refugees 
and progress on refugee’s access 
to education and medical services. 
Ukraine is also praised for the 2012 
introduction of complementary pro-
tection, an international term used to 
describe a category of protection for 
people who are not refugees as defined 
in the Refugees Convention, but who 
cannot be sent back to the country of 
origin due to the risk that they would 
face.

In 2012 Ukraine granted comple-
mentary protection to 41 people from 
Somalia, 17 from Afghanistan, 16 from 
Syria, two from Palestine and eight 
from Iraq.

Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana 
Tuchynska can be reached at tuchyn-
ska@kyivpost.com.

Ukraine dubbed ‘unsafe’ for 
asylum-seekers, refugees



From the beginning of recorded time, men 
and women have sought to retain their youth. 
The documented quest runs from the writings 
by Herodotus through the stories of magi-
cal waters prominent among the indigenous 
peoples of the Caribbean, who spoke of 
the restorative powers of the water in the 
mythical land of Bimini. Locating the legend-
ary Fountain of Youth was the focus of Span-
iard Juan Ponce de Leon’s fabled exploration 
of Florida in 1513 as well. 

What none of the explorers realized was that 
each of us carry a fountain of youth inside us, 
explains Olga Kukhar, health affairs manager for 
Danone Ukraine. Kukhar says that the lacto- and 

mals’ intestines helps build our immunity and 

appearance and vitality.
“Over millions of years, bacteria have mastered 

almost all the ecological niches,” she says. “To 
succeed, they needed to develop the unusual 
ability to eat light oil, to live in the Arctic cold and 
in boiling water. They can even collect pieces of 
their genome and synthesize hundreds of thou-
sands of other genomes.”

Despite the prevalence of anti-bacterial cleans-
ers and concern about harmful germs, bacteria 

populated the earth long before Homo sapiens 
stood upright and probably will be here long after 
man has walked off into the sunset. Kukhar notes 
that bacteria are the ultimate survivors, because 
they have the ability to adapt to new environments 
and changing conditions.

And, despite popular belief, bacteria are impor-
tant to life on our planet, Kukhar says, adding that 
it is important to realize that we’re made up of 
human cells, but also carry an interesting assort-
ment of bacterial, fungal and viral life forms. 

Studies show that bacteria play a key role in the 
development of our immune response from birth.

“Where there are no bacteria, there is no immu-
nity,” she says.

Consuming yogurt containing live active healthy 
bacteria supports healthy intestinal colonies of the 
bacteria and develops a healthy ‘microbial land-
scape.’ The next step for healthy bacteria is to build 
connections with new immune cells on the intesti-
nal wall, helping them to change from ‘naive cells’ to 
‘natural killer’ or ‘defender’ cells.

“It’s like a school for cells, organized as an inter-
nal army,” Kukhar says.

“We’re far from alone in our own skin, and that’s 
a good thing!” Kukhar says. “The numbers are 
impressive:  Each person is host to 17,000 times 
more bacteria than there are people on the planet. 
Most of the bacteria we carry with us are benign, 

actually necessary to maintain a healthy body. 
They even are able to synthesize lactic acid, vita-
mins and vital amino acids when we need them. 
Aging, stress, and antibiotics, can kill our bacteria. 
So, if you lose your bacterial army, you need rein-
forcements. Those are the healthy bacteria con-
tained in yogurt. This army is not small: there are 
10 billion such bacteria in a 100-gram serving.

She says that we aren’t guaranteed to always 
have a perfect blend of bacteria, though. 

“It depends a lot on genetic factors and on what 
we eat,” she said. “Some diets are better than 
others.  The best situation is to eat a nutritionally 
balanced diet.  

Beyond that, Nobel Prize-winning biologist 
Ilya Illuch Mechnikov, who was born in Ukraine’s 
Kharkiv region, said a century ago that we can 
safeguard our youth with yogurts containing the 
live bacteria we need. 

Recent studies demonstrated that yogurt can 
improve your diet, aid lactose digestion, lower 
bad cholesterol and support weight manage-
ment. It is very important to understand that the 
bacteria in yogurt can even magically improve the 
nutrition value of milk.

“Good health is better than gold.” Kukhar main-
tains. “A healthy person is literally worth his 
weight in healthy bacteria!”

WE’RE OUTNUMBERED BILLIONS TO ONE, 
BUT MOST BACTERIA ARE ON OUR SIDE 

News 9www.kyivpost.com August 2, 2013

phins frozen fish is bad for their 
health, constant shows exhaust them 
and limited space doesn’t allow them 
to communicate – cutting their hard 
lives very short.

“While under normal conditions a 
dolphin lives up to 25-30 years, in a 
dolphinarium it lives only 2.5 to five 
years maximum,” said zoologist Oleksiy 
Vasyliuk, deputy head of National 
Ecological Center of Ukraine. 

Currently Ukraine has around 20 
dolphinariums with about 80 dolphins, 
environmentalists say, adding that new 
ones open every year despite a global 
movement to shutter them.

Vasyliuk believes most of the dol-
phins kept in Ukrainian dolphinariums 
were captured in local seas and so 
they are kept illegally there. Ukrainian 
legislation recognizes dolphins as an 
endangered species and bans fishing 
for and using of them for commercial 
purposes.

With other animals, the situation is 
also dire. A swan with a broken wing, a 
pelican with a broken beak, a bear with 
an eye disease – this is what workers of 
the Kharkiv Zoo have dealt with since 
July 19, after around 100 animals kept 
in traveling zoos were found in the 
woods near the city and moved there. 
Exhausted and underfed, most of them 
were slowly dying in tiny cages.

“When we found the traveling zoo 
we saw a donkey head lying in the 
dogs’ cage with worms crawling over 
it,” said Oleksiy Hryhoryev, head of the 
Kharkiv Zoo, as quoted by local media.

One more inhumane business is 
the use of exotic animals by street 

photographers, which, despite being 
illegal, flourishes in most tourist hubs, 
especially in summer. Popular with 
photographers right now are owls, 
monkeys and snakes, Vasyliuk said. 
“These animals are dying fast and the 
photographers have to substitute them 
with new ones.”

In many cases state authorities are 

aware of the animal torture, environmen-
talists say. The Ministry of Nature said 
that they had received numerous reports 
of animal cruelty, including the bear bait-
ing events, and quickly passed  them on 
to Ukraine’s State Ecological Inspection.

This inspection, which is tasked with 
protecting wild animals from cruel 
treatment, claims they know about 

bear baiting and the mistreatment of 
dolphins, as well as other animals in 
traveling zoos, but they can do nothing 
except acknowledge the cases of ani-
mal abuse and then send the findings 
to the courts. “The State Ecological 
Inspection doesn’t have rights to con-
fiscate the animals,” acting head of the 
agency Igor Koshelev told the Kyiv Post 

in response to written request.
The law against cruelty to animals 

prescribes that people found guilty in 
animal abuse face a fine of up to Hr 
3,400 ($418) and two years in prison. 
But Tarnavska, who co-wrote the pro-
gressive law, said it doesn’t work. In 
more than seven years since it was 
passed, she recalls only one person 
being convicted under this article, for 
torturing and killing dogs.

Ecologists say that in some cases 
state bodies have even been found 
to assist animal abusers. Tarnavska 
remembers a case when a wolf, kept 
caged in a Kyiv restaurant, had been 
confiscated in February due to efforts 
of animal protection groups and placed 
in the custody of the State Ecological 
Inspection. The wolf was later “lost” 
by the inspection, she says, and reap-
peared in the same restaurant cage. 

Much like the authorities, ordinary 
people often show indifference to ani-
mals’ suffering. On July 24 a dolphin 
washed ashore in Crimea died after 
workers of a local hotel placed a trash 
bag over its head and tied it to a trac-
tor. On July 30 a shark that had washed 
ashore near a Crimean resort died 
after vacationers spent nearly an hour 
posing for photographs with it. 

Still, Vasyliuk said that there have 
been numerous cases in which animals 
were saved because of the efforts 
of ordinary citizens. “Many positive 
changes have come from efforts of peo-
ple who were not indifferent,” he said.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana 
Grytsenko can be reached at grytsenko@
kyivpost.com.

Enivronmentalists: Authorities often ignore 
animal abuses, sometimes assist them
1

A photographer offers vacationers to pose for pictures with an iguana on a beach near the city of Zaliznyi Port in 
southern Ukraine’s Kherson Oblast on July 15, 2013. (Anastasia Vlasova)



H
e

ro
iv

 D
n

ip
ra

M
in

ska
O

b
o

lo
n

P
e

triv
k

a

Ta
ra

sa
 S

h
e

v
ch

e
n

ka

K
o

n
tra

kto
v

a
 P

lo
sh

ch
a

P
o

sh
to

v
a

 P
lo

sh
ch

a

M
a

id
a

n
 N

e
za

le
zh

n
o

sti

P
lo

sh
ch

a
 

Lva
 To

lsto
h

o

O
lim

p
iyska

P
a

la
ts U

k
ra

in
a

Lyb
id

sk
a

D
ym

iiv
ska

H
o

lo
siiv

ska
V

a
sylkiv

ska
V

ysta
v

ko
vyi T

se
n

tr
Ip

o
d

ro
m

S
v

ia
to

sh
yn

sko
 - B

ro
v

a
rsk

a
 lin

e
K

u
re

n
iv

sko
 - C

h
e

rvo
n

o
a

rm
iys

ka
 lin

e
S

yre
tsko

 - P
e

ch
e

rsk
a

 lin
e

Tra
n

sfe
r sta

tio
n

A
k

a
d

e
m

m
iste

ch
ko

Z
h

yto
m

yrska
S

via
to

sh
yn

N
yv

k
y

Liso
va

C
h

e
rvo

n
y K

h
u

tir
B

o
ry

sp
ilsk

a
V

yrlytsa
K

h
a

rk
iv

sk
a

P
o

zn
ia

k
y

O
so

ko
rk

y
S

la
v

u
tych

Te
lych

k
a

V
yd

u
b

ych
i

D
ru

zh
b

y N
aro

d
iv

P
e

ch
e

rsk
a

K
lo

vsk
a

P
a

la
ts S

p
o

rtu

Z
o

lo
ti V

o
ro

ta

Lv
iv

ska
 B

ra
m

a

Lu
k

ia
n

iv
ska

D
o

ro
h

o
zh

ych
i

S
yre

ts
M

o
stytska

V
yn

o
g

ra
d

a
r

C
h

e
rn

ih
iv

sk
a

D
a

rn
ytsia

Liv
o

b
e

re
zh

n
a

H
id

ro
p

a
rk

D
n

ip
ro

A
rse

n
a

ln
a

K
h

re
sh

ch
a

tyk
Te

a
tra

ln
a

U
n

iversytet

V
o

kza
ln

a

P
o

lite
k

h
n

ich
n

yi
In

stytu
t

S
h

u
lia

vsk
a

B
e

re
ste

iska

w
w

w
.k

y
iv

p
o

st.co
m

8
th

 km
 

B
o

rysp
ilska ro

ad

H
e

ro
iv

 D
n

ip
ra

M
in

ska
O

b
o

lo
n

P
e

triv
k

a

Ta
ra

sa
 S

h
e

v
ch

e
n

ka

K
o

n
tra

kto
v

a
 P

lo
sh

ch
a

P
o

sh
to

v
a

 P
lo

sh
ch

a

M
a

id
a

n
 N

e
za

le
zh

n
o

sti

P
lo

sh
ch

a
 

Lva
 To

lsto
h

o

O
lim

p
iyska

P
a

la
ts U

k
ra

in
a

Lyb
id

sk
a

D
ym

iiv
ska

H
o

lo
siiv

ska
V

a
sylkiv

ska
V

ysta
v

ko
vyi T

se
n

tr
Ip

o
d

ro
m

S
v

ia
to

sh
yn

sko
 - B

ro
v

a
rsk

a
 lin

e
K

u
re

n
iv

sko
 - C

h
e

rvo
n

o
a

rm
iys

ka
 lin

e
S

yre
tsko

 - P
e

ch
e

rsk
a

 lin
e

Tra
n

sfe
r sta

tio
n

A
k

a
d

e
m

m
iste

ch
ko

Z
h

yto
m

yrska
S

via
to

sh
yn

N
yv

k
y

Liso
va

C
h

e
rvo

n
y K

h
u

tir
B

o
ry

sp
ilsk

a
V

yrlytsa
K

h
a

rk
iv

sk
a

P
o

zn
ia

k
y

O
so

ko
rk

y
S

la
v

u
tych

Te
lych

k
a

V
yd

u
b

ych
i

D
ru

zh
b

y N
aro

d
iv

P
e

ch
e

rsk
a

K
lo

vsk
a

P
a

la
ts S

p
o

rtu

Z
o

lo
ti V

o
ro

ta

Lv
iv

ska
 B

ra
m

a

Lu
k

ia
n

iv
ska

D
o

ro
h

o
zh

ych
i

S
yre

ts
M

o
stytska

V
yn

o
g

ra
d

a
r

C
h

e
rn

ih
iv

sk
a

D
a

rn
ytsia

Liv
o

b
e

re
zh

n
a

H
id

ro
p

a
rk

D
n

ip
ro

A
rse

n
a

ln
a

K
h

re
sh

ch
a

tyk
Te

a
tra

ln
a

U
n

iversytet

V
o

kza
ln

a

P
o

lite
k

h
n

ich
n

yi
In

stytu
t

S
h

u
lia

vsk
a

B
e

re
ste

iska



KUMAR'S RESTAURANT LOUNGE BAR

Special Offer
Pay Only Hr 159 
Eat Unlimited!

+380 44 280–8833, 280–9900, +380 63 979–7661
25 Naberezhna highway (Dnipro metro station)

OPEN 
from 12 PM 

to 2 AM

kks-rlb.com

Compiled by Daryna Shevchenko and Masha Dumanska
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Interactive Lavra 
Transformation Festival
The Lavra Art 
Gallery will hold 
a two-month 
long interactive 
project 
beginning Aug. 
3. The gallery 
calls it “the 
transformation 
of gallery 
space,” which 
consists of a 
series of master 
classes and 
other events 
that aim to 
extend the range of usual activities at the Lavra Gallery and give visitors a more 
interesting experience.
On Aug. 3 the gallery will host a street food festival and a design market where 
everyone can participate in the creation of bags, decorative pillows, candies and 
other items. Visitors also will be able to purchase vintage clothes, watch fi lms and 
talk with members of Kyiv’s cycling community. On top of this, everyone is invited to 
participate in redecorating the gallery space using the provided materials.
Lavra Transformation Festival. Lavra Art Gallery. Aug. 3 – Sept. 26. Hr 20

Touring Kyiv’s 
courtyards
For those who are sick of Kyiv’s main avenues and 
famous monuments there is a new way to explore 
Kyiv. A three-hour long walking tour will take native 
Kyivans and city guests to the most charming 
corners of the capital, small old courtyards and 
beautiful abandoned houses. The tour organizers 
claim that participants will learn how to walk 
through Kyiv almost completely avoiding streets 
and walking just through the courtyards.
Kyiv Courtyards Tour. Gathering at University 
Metro Station. Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (7 p.m.); 
Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 (4 p.m.). Hr 60

The History of Orthodox 
Traditions
The greatest icons of 10 centuries of Christianity from the lands that comprise modern 
Ukraine are on display in Kyiv’s Ukrainian House. The exhibition, devoted to the 1,025th 
anniversary of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus, opened on July 25. The collection of icons 
includes 150 images of saints from the 10th to 20th centuries who infl uenced orthodox 
traditions of Slavic nations. The fi ne art is supported by information about each exhibit, 
such as the location of the saint’s relics.
10 Centuries of Orthodox Christianity. The History of Kyivan Rus in the Images 
of its Saints. July 25 – Aug. 6. Ukrainian House (2 Khreshchatyk St.). 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. Free

Aug. 3 – Sept. 26

Aug. 2 – Aug. 4

Aug. 2 – 31
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July 25 – Aug. 6
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Celebrating harvest at Pyrohovo
It is harvesting time at the Pyrohovo outdoor museum near Kyiv. The museum will host an ethnic festival for those who want to 
dive into ancient Ukrainian traditions of harvesting crops and celebrating the harvest. Guests of the festival will be able to try out 
traditional Ukrainian harvesting tools while singing traditional songs fi t for the occasion and engage in ritual dances. One can also 
take part in master classes on making ethnic clothes. For those tired of harvesting and dancing, Pyrohovo will offer grilled meals and 
all kinds of drinks, from uzvar (compote) to medovukha (Ukrainian honey vodka).
Harvesting Festival. Pyrohovo Open-air Folk Museum (Pyrohovo village, Kyiv Oblast). Aug. 2-4. 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. Hr 
5-30

Kyiv Supreme Open Air 
If the words “records digging” mean something to you, and names Funky Gomez and Chinmachine don’t sound like some teenager’s 
online nicknames, you might be the appropriate audience for the Supreme Open Air, an 11-hour long party to be held on Aug. 3 on 
the bank of Dnipro. The festival that aims to please electronic music lovers will start on 5 p.m. and last till 6 a.m. the next day. Guests 
will be able to purchase vinyl records from both vinyl shops and collectors. Also, local DJs will participate in scratch competitions. A 
turntables workshop will take place, too, as well as a small market with clothes offered by Kyiv shops Toshoshop, Funk&Furious and 
RFNK. The event will end in an ultimate DJs session held by Scream (South DJs), DJ Andrew, A. Tigan & Sensoul, Raytoku and Igorskee. 
Kyiv Supreme Open Air. ArtPrichal (Naberezhno-Khreshchatytska St., dock No.2). Aug. 3. 5 p.m. - 6 a.m. Free
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Just like the English enjoy their five 
o’clock tea, the Czechs rarely miss 
their five o’clock beer. Blue and white 
collars together rush to the local pubs 
as soon as the work day ends “to have 
one,” as they say. By which they mean 
at least two, of course.

Kyivans now have a chance 
to check out the Czech lifestyle 
for themselves. Newly opened 
Kozlovica restaurant will treat you 
to a typical night out Prague-style, 
step by step, as it has all the essen-
tials. Most importantly, beer.

Kozlovica, as the name implies, is 
a home to famous Czech beer Kozel 
(goat), brewed in Velke Popovice, a 
small village just outside of Prague. 
The restaurant highly resembles 
a beer pub Kozlovna that can be 
found in the business district of 
Prague. The two share similar inte-
rior as well as signature goat figures 
hung on the restaurants’ walls. 

The difference, however, lies in the 
tidiness and neatness of the interior, 
unusual for a Prague beer pub. Also, 
Kozlovica’s waiting staff still seems 
uncomfortable carrying more than 
three beer mugs at a time, which is a 
vital skill for pub employees. 

Otherwise, the restaurant is spa-
cious. It is decorated in a tra-
ditional Prague beer pub style. 
The walls are covered with dark 
wooden panels with random imag-
es of Velke Popovice and Kozel 
posters. Famous Czech songs play 
throughout the night, adding to 
the atmosphere. 

Czechs tend to stick to a particular 
type of beer throughout the night. 
But on your first night out, don’t 
hesitate to try everything Kozlovica 
offers to find your favorite. They 
serve dark Kozel (Hr 37 for 0.5 liters), 
light Kozel (Hr 23 for 0.5 liters) and 
the mix of the two (Hr 30 for 0.5 
liters) from tap. The latter is a tradi-
tional Czech drink. Today, however, 
it is without too many devotees. 

The Kyiv Post tasted all three and 
was especially delighted with dark 
Kozel. The light beer lacked the dis-
tinct hop flavor. It was also difficult 
to taste the beer flavor in the mix.

In case you can’t find your favor-
ite Kozel, give the Pilsner Urquell a 
try (Hr 37 for 0.5 litres) or Rezane 
(sliced) (Hr 37 for 0.5 litres), which 
is a mix of Pilsner and dark Kozel. 

The beer is served in real beer 
mugs, also available in the vol-
ume of one liter. Most importantly, 
though, it is served fresh. That you 
can tell by the white circles the 
beer foam leaves on the inside of 
the mug as you drink. If your beer 
doesn’t leave any foam trace, it is 
most likely flat. 

After tasting the beer, the Kyiv 
Post moved on to the food menu. 
Kozlovica prides itself on Chef 
Jozef Chupr, who came to work 
in Kyiv from the Czech 

Check out our 
entertainment guide on 

www.kyivpost.com/
lifestyle.

Czech pub 
experience 
at a premium

BY GALYNA CHERNIKOVA
GCHERNIKOVA12@GMAIL.COM

The clash of metal, sweat drops on tired 
muscles and loud breathing – every-
thing here seems like a usual gym. But 
Kyiv’s kachalka, a free outdoor gym 
with over 150 fitness machines, is any-
thing but typical.

Kachalka (Russian slang for “gym”) 
was started by several Cybernetics 
Institute workers in the 1970s and 
hasn’t changed much since. The 
10,000-square-meter area adjacent to 
the beach is densely filled with equip-
ment made mostly of scrap metal, old 
planks and even used car parts. Suffice 

to say it has a rough look about it. But 
that doesn’t dissuade fitness buffs – on 
a warm day it’s hard to find a free spot. 

Vadym Poluzhanov, 53, is one of 
the gym’s veterans. Poluzhanov lives 
in the Solomenskiy district in the 
south of Kyiv, but has been coming 
to Hydropark’s kachalka for the past 
14 years. 

“This place is unique, there is no 
other like this in the world,” Poluzhanov 
says proudly.

“You are wrong. There is such place,” 
a tall man on crutches interrupts him. 
“There is Venice Beach in California, 
where Arnold Schwarzneger used to 
exercise.”

The tall man refuses to tell his 
full name, but presents himself as 
Mykhailo. He has exercised at kachal-
ka since 1986. A former athlete, lately 
he avoids lower-body exercises due to 
osteoporosis.

He says that the place exists only 
because of enthusiasts who maintain 
it and is afraid that some businesses 
might seize kachalka and make it a 
paid-for gym.  

Near Mykhailo two young men lift 
weights. They showed interest after the 
mention of Venice Beach.

“Hey, we were there,” one of them 
says in clear English. The man iden-
tifies himself as Jason Johnson. His 

beefy arms are covered with colored 
tattoos. Johnson and his friend Dan 
have been visiting Kyiv for some weeks 
and say that kachalka reminds them of 
California beach. “It feels very comfort-
able here, like at home,” Johnson says.  

Women are rare at Hydropark’s 
kachalka. Natalia Maruzhenko, 36, 
takes a break between exercises, slowly 
swinging on a high metal swing. She is 
new at kachalka, and is happy to tell 
about the first results. 

“Jogging is something horrible for 
me. I mean, I hate it,” Maruzhenko says, 
boasting about how she can run 700 
meters now after just one and a half 
months of exercising. She also 

A man struggles to lift heavy weights during a workout at the outdoor gym kachalka (Russian slang for “gym”) in Hydropark in Kyiv on June 20, 2013. The 
open-air facility was created by several Cybernetics Institute workers sometime in the 1970s and has changed very little since. (Anastasia Vlasova)

14

14

Kachalka, where 
scrap meets sport 

Food
Critic

www.kyivpost.com

WITH ANNA SHAMANSKA
SHAMANSKA@KYIVPOST.COM
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INDIAN CUISINE
SUMMER OFFER!
discounts for all 
drinks and menu — 
25% to 09.01.13 
Hurry to try the best 
dishes of indian 
cuisine with the best 
prices!

Halal is in the menu

Metro Station "Politekhnichna"
3 Gali Timofeyevoy st. ("TMM" building)
044 569-37-66 • 097 077-99-99 • www.sutrakiev.com.ua

Andriy 
Komarov, 
jeweler

Even though 
Andriy Komarov 
got his degree in 
metal arts at the 
Lviv Academy of 
Art, he was not 
always drawn to 
jewelry.  “I mostly 
concentrated on 
etching, stamping 
– mostly black-
smithing, work-
ing with base and 
ferrous metals,” 
he explains.  The 
switch came after 
he made his first 
jewelry piece fol-
lowing graduation 
in 2010: earrings 

for his girlfriend. He wanted to make something himself, 
so a friend taught him the filigree technique he now uses. 
“I made one earring and my friend made the other,” he 
laughs. 

Komarov now takes around two dozen orders per month 
and his clientele keeps growing. He mostly works with sil-
ver and natural stones, and doesn’t copy famous brands. 

He willingly explains the influence each 
stone has on a person. Komarov says 

most clients simply order a ring or 
other jewelry piece, choose the 

size and type of stone, and 
leave everything else up to 

him. “My work is not about 
following the trends, but 
about setting them,” he 

says.

Oleh 
Protsenko, 

jeweler

Oleh Protsenko 
has the talent for 
making jewelry in 
his blood. “My dad 
was a jeweler, he 
learned jewelry 
on his own, later 
my older brother 
became a jeweler 
and finally me,” he 
says. He added that 
a necessary condi-
tion to become a 
good jeweler is a 
drive to never stop 
learning.

Protsenko mostly 
works with gold, as 
silver is too cheap. 
“The time and 
efforts you put into the work are similar to gold but the 
final product is much cheaper.” He mostly makes copies of 
branded jewelry, with the size of a client’s budget deter-
mining how close they get to the real thing. “I would want 
to create something unique, this is my dream, but I simply 
don’t have time for creativity now,” he says.

His long list of orders is driven by word of mouth. 
“In jewelry making it is all about the chain effect – the 
amount of orders today is double the orders of yesterday,” 
he explains. Models of his work can be found on his 
VKontakte page, managed by his wife Victoria. But don’t 
expect actual photos, as the jeweler explains with a laugh: 
“Customers don’t really want their ‘Cartier’ jewelry to be 
on my VKontakte page.”

Nataliya Lushnikova, 
jeweler

Nataliya Lushnikova wouldn’t call herself 
a jeweler, though she uses the term as 
a simple way to describe the work she 
does with her self-invented technique of 
weaving gold and silver threads. The other 
material Lushnikova uses are diamonds, 
which she buys at auctions. The whole 
process is very time-consuming. 

“I spent nine months on one pair of 
earrings,” she says, adding that earrings 
usually take one to three months. “I make 
only earrings, necklaces and bracelets. I 
can’t make rings – the material isn’t strong 
enough.” 

She provides a lifetime guarantee with 
her jewelry, but notes the woven jewelry 
usually lasts three to five decades. 

Lushnikova has two degrees in finance 
and linguistics and entered the jewelry 
business only a two years ago after a long 
search for the perfect earrings pushed her 
to make them herself. Engrossed by 
the work, she now mostly makes 
large pieces and uses Karaite 
themes in her design.

Crafty artisanal 
jewelers of Ukraine

BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

When shopping for something 
special from Ukraine, it’s easy 
to get lost in the sea of identi-
cal Russian dolls, low quality 
embroidered shirts and salo-
shaped refrigerator magnets. 
One alternative is the hand-
made jewelry created by local 
designers who work with silver, 
gold and precious stones. The 
Kyiv Post picked three of the 
most interesting options, rep-
resenting different styles and 
traditions.

Komarov now takes around two dozen
and his clientele keeps growing. He mos
ver and natural stones, and doesn’t cop

He willingly explains th
stone has on a perso

most clients simply
other jewelry p

size and typ
leave every

him. “My
followin
about 

says.

Material: Silver and natural stones
Jewelry: rings, necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings 
Price range: $30-$2,000
Where to buy: Argento Servo – 
VKontakte group (www.vk.com/
club27891392)

Material: gold and silver threads, nat-
ural precious stones
Jewelry: necklaces, bracelets, earring 
Price range: $150-$1,500
Where to buy: www.taliajewellery.
com

Material: gold, platinum, natural and 
synthetic stones
Jewelry: rings, necklaces, bracelets, 
earrings 
Price range: $50-$20,000
Where to buy: www.vk.com/
id51743770 - Oleh Protsenko VKontakte 
page

A jeweler works on a piece of 
jewelry in a Paris workshop 
on Jan. 14, 2010. The price 
for an artisanal jewelry piece 
from Ukrainian jewelers can 
vary from $30 to $20,000 
depending on materials used 
and the complexity of the 
work. (AFP)

An agate semi-
precious stone 
pendant framed 
in silver by Andriy 
Komarov.

A copy of a 
popular Tiffany 
ring is made of 
gold by Oleh 
Protsenko.

Middle size, feceted agate 
earrings decorated 
with pearls, golden 
threads and gold-
plated beads.

$500

$55

$800
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Copies 
weekly

12 months/ 
1 issue

6 months/
1 issue

Copies 
weekly

12 months/ 
1 issue

6 months/
1 issue

1 676 / 13.00 416 / 16.00 50 4,498 / 1.73 2,769 / 2.13

25 4,056 / 3.12 2,495 / 3.84 100 5,200 / 1.00 3,120 / 1.20

Stand rent (12 months) 
Hr 440

* — all prices are in hryvnias including VAT

SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE KYIV POST: 
Feel free to contact us: (+380 44) 591-3409, mail to subscribe@kyivpost.com or order at kyivpost.com

NATIVE 
SPEAKERS 
WANTED 

for call-back support job. 
Apply to jobs@grammarly.com

For more information please 
visit the following website

www.kyivpost.com/employment/job/102

Project manager with extensive 
experience fulfills services:
• Due diligence of construction
• Due diligence of developments
• Contract preparation 

negotiation
• Monthly valuation of GC works
• Construction monitoring

Result oriented, flexible, 
ready to meet strict deadlines.
M/47 Kyiv
ynikiforov@sbmkiev.com
+380 50 441-39-82
Yuri

Technical auditor / Consultant

MINI

R
E

S
U

M
E

MISCELLANEOUS

Male,33. Master's degree in 
management. Experience in sales 
more than 4 years. 1 year as 
interpreter. Fluent English, basic 
French. IELTS certificate Band 
Score-7. 

Excellent communication skills, 
result oriented. Looking for new 
career opportunities.

 +38067-903-75-21. 

Alexey

kiev.alex@yahoo.com 

Resume

MINI

R
E

S
U

M
E

We’re looking for an aggressive sales manager.

The ideal candidate will be a motivated self-starter with a broad knowledge 
of market players and trends. Responsiblities include ad sales, contract 
execution, and contract payment follow through for all advertisers.
Experience in print and online media sales is desired, as is a result-oriented 

Full-time job. Base salary + commissions.

PLEASE send your CV and cover letter including salary requirements 
and the subject “Sales manager” to baranska@kyivpost.com +38 044 591 7788 

is looking for a 

SALES MANAGER

The successful applicant must be able to write 
clearly, compellingly and concisely in English 
and have a good command of Ukrainian or Russian.

We want a savvy self-starter who is a news hound.

To apply, send CV, three writing samples and a description of 
why you are the best candidate for this job to: 

Jakub Parusinski, chief editor, at jakub.parusinski@kyivpost.com

is looking for a top-notch

BUSINESS REPORTER

The ideal candidate is highly motivated 
and well organized, with good English, Russian 
and/or Ukrainian skills, and experience with social 
media and website management.

To apply, send CV and a description of why you are 
the best candidate for this job to: 

Jakub Parusinski, chief editor, at jakub.parusinski@kyivpost.com

is looking for an 

OFFICE MANAGER / SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER

Decades-old outdoor 
workout facility attracts 
hundreds to Hydropark

works on her six-pack and does 
exercises for hips and legs.

Fresh air is not the only reason peo-
ple come to kachalka. Regular gyms in 
Kyiv offer annual membership for Hr 
2,000 to 5,000 ($250-530). Kachalka, 
however, is free of charge. But it also 
offers no protection from the weather, 
or amenities.

For 28-year-old Iryna Leskiv, the 
main flaw is the lack of normal 
shower. Visitors use a beach shower 
with cold water, but it’s only avail-
able in the summer. Leskiv leaves 
her apartment in Poznyaki and 
makes the whole trip to kachalka 
four times a week. She has been 
coming here for more than a year 
now. 

“I had some weight problems after 
giving birth to my daughter, but I 
couldn’t afford a real gym,” Leskiv 
explains.

Even though her main reason for 
choosing Hydropark was financial, the 
woman says she really enjoys the 
surrounding nature and fresh air at 

kachalka. 
Eight-year-old Yuliya easily finds 

her way among sweaty men onto the 
machines. She first came to kachalka 
with her father three years ago, and 
claims she has learned much since 
then. 

“I really like sport but I don’t want 
to be a professional athlete,” Yuliya 

says heartily. “I like physical training 
lessons at school and I want to be 
strong. I will be.” 

Yuliya unwillingly avows that her 
father is now stronger than her, but 
she aims to outdo him.

Kyiv Post intern Galyna Chernikova 
can be reached at gchernikova12@
gmail.com.

How to get to kachalka:
Take the metro to Hydropark sta-
tion. When in Hydropark, walk to 
the Venetsianskiy Bridge, then turn 
slightly to the right.

12

A man helps his workout partner at kachalka, an outdoor gym in Hydropark 
in Kyiv on June 20, 2013. (Anastasia Vlasova)

Republic. Under his supervision, 
the restaurant offers a wide variety of 
traditional Czech dishes. All of them 
are served in a peculiar Czech manner 
– on large wooden breadboards and 
with tin tableware. 

The truly hungry customers should 
go for a roasted pork knee served 
with pickled cabbage (Hr 239). The 
dish should be plenty for two. Those 
in Kozlovica for a quick bite should 
give a try to a traditional Czech potato 
soup with mushrooms served in a bowl 
of bread Bramborachka (Hr 38). The 
restaurant also serves a variety of tradi-
tional dumplings and sausages. 

The Kyiv Post tasted the latter. The 
platter of assorted sausages (Hr 365) 
had a variety of seven types of sausages 
with plenty to eat for four people. Some 
of the sausages, however, may not be 
appealing to everyone. Vatslavska, for 
example, is a blood and liver sausage.

Kozlovica, however, is great news 

for business lunch lovers. Monday 
through Friday from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. it 
offers two lunch specials. A light lunch 
includes a salad or soup, a main dish, a 
side dish and a drink for Hr 45. A full 
lunch includes both the salad and soup, 
along with everything else, and will cost 
you Hr 53. Every fifth full lunch is free. 
Also, every beer ordered “to go” will be 
given to you with a 10 percent discount.

Kozlovica has everything a good 
Czech restaurant and beer pub has – 
tasty food, delicious draft beer and a 
pleasant atmosphere. The only thing 
that’s missing is the low Czech prices.

Kyiv Post intern Anna Shamanska can 
be reached at shamanska@kyivpost.com.

Kozlovica
1 Taras Shevchenko Blvd.
Hours: Mon.-Thur., Sun.: 12 p.m. - 12 
a.m.; Fri. - Sat.: 12 p.m. - 2 a.m.
044-228-0707 
kozlovica.com.ua

Czech chef serves up 
time-honored cuisine
12

Kozlovica, a new 
Czech-styled pub 
in central Kyiv.  
(Anastasia Vlasova)
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REAL ESTATE\SERVICE

The Kyiv Post has access to some of the most accomplished lan-
guage specialists in Ukraine. 

We are offering their talents to your company to produce more 
professional focuments, newsletters, releases and other materi-
als on a timely basis. If you are a professional fi rm, your company 
materials must be as polished as possible. Monthly fees start as 
low as 3,500 hryvnia per month. 

Your may also purchase photos by the Kyiv Post photographers. 

The Kyiv Post Commercial Department

Call Kateryna Kalendruz, 
Special Projects Coordinator 
+380 50 311 3804 
or e-mail: kalendruz@kyivpost.com

In business, how you say
it is everything. We guarantee

the professionalism of our work.

The Kyiv Post has access to some of the most accomplished lan-
guage specialists in Ukraine. 

We are offering their talents to your company to produce more 
professional focuments, newsletters, releases and other materi-
als on a timely basis. If you are a professional fi rm, your company 
materials must be as polished as possible. Monthly fees start as 
low as 3,500 hryvnia per month. 

Your may also purchase photos by the Kyiv Post photographers. 

The Kyiv Post Commercial Department

Call Kateryna Kalendruz, 
Special Projects Coordinator 
+380 50 311 3804 
or e-mail: kalendruz@kyivpost.com

In business, how you say
it is everything. We guarantee

the professionalism of our work.

Advertising 
in the Classifieds section 

+380 44 591 34 08 
e-mail: 

kpad@kyivpost.com

BEST 
BARGAIN! 

organization with a mission to save lives and improve the health of the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people by closing the gap between knowledge and 
action in public health. Together with our partners, we are helping managers and 
leaders in developing and transitional countries to create stronger management 
systems that improve health services for greatest health impact.  Headquartered 
in the United States, we have operations in more than 30 countries and employ 
more than 2,000 people from over 73 nations.

MSH invites applicants to apply to the following position:

Overall Responsibilities:
The Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)/Reporting Senior 
Technical Advisor (STA), under the Systems for Improved 
Access to Pharmaceuticals and Services (SIAPS) Program 
in Ukraine, will ensure that data designed to assess 
results, achievements and outcomes are collected, 
analyzed, communicated and applied in a systematic and 
consistent approach. The STA will support implementation 
of the Results Framework and develop an effective M&E 
plan based on the program’s Performance Monitoring Plan 
(PMP). 

Advanced degree in health statistics, project management, 

working in M&E. Familiarity with public health, TB, and 
HIV/AIDS programming, data collection, analysis and 
presentation. Experience working with MOH and national 
level organizations. Fluency in spoken and written English 
and Ukrainian; knowledge of Russian is helpful.

 SENIOR TECHNICAL ADVISOR —
 MONITORING & EVALUATION/REPORTING

Job ID: 13-6669; Kyiv, Ukraine

Management Sciences for Health is an equal opportunity employer offering employment without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin, citizenship, physical or mental handicap, or status as a disabled 
or Vietnam Era veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces.

For more information on the position, interested applicants should submit applications 
at https://jobs-msh.icims.com no later than 16th August 2013.

organization with a mission to save lives and improve the health of the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people by closing the gap between knowledge and 
action in public health. Together with our partners, we are helping managers and 
leaders in developing and transitional countries to create stronger management 
systems that improve health services for greatest health impact.  Headquartered 
in the United States, we have operations in more than 30 countries and employ 
more than 2,000 people from over 73 nations.

MSH invites applicants to apply to the following position:

Overall Responsibilities:
The Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)/Reporting Senior 
Technical Advisor (STA), under the Systems for Improved 
Access to Pharmaceuticals and Services (SIAPS) Program 
in Ukraine, will ensure that data designed to assess 
results, achievements and outcomes are collected, 
analyzed, communicated and applied in a systematic and 
consistent approach. The STA will support implementation 
of the Results Framework and develop an effective M&E 
plan based on the program’s Performance Monitoring Plan 
(PMP). 

Advanced degree in health statistics, project management, 

working in M&E. Familiarity with public health, TB, and 
HIV/AIDS programming, data collection, analysis and 
presentation. Experience working with MOH and national 
level organizations. Fluency in spoken and written English 
and Ukrainian; knowledge of Russian is helpful.

 SENIOR TECHNICAL ADVISOR —
 MONITORING & EVALUATION/REPORTING

Job ID: 13-6669; Kyiv, Ukraine

Management Sciences for Health is an equal opportunity employer offering employment without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin, citizenship, physical or mental handicap, or status as a disabled 
or Vietnam Era veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces.

For more information on the position, interested applicants should submit applications 
at https://jobs-msh.icims.com no later than 16th August 2013.

organization with a mission to save lives and improve the health of the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people by closing the gap between knowledge and 
action in public health. Together with our partners, we are helping managers and 
leaders in developing and transitional countries to create stronger management 
systems that improve health services for greatest health impact.  Headquartered 
in the United States, we have operations in more than 30 countries and employ 
more than 2,000 people from over 73 nations.

MSH invites applicants to apply to the following position:

Overall Responsibilities:
The Technical Advisor (TA) for Pharmacovigilance (PV) 
and Rational Medicines Use (RMU) supports the Senior 
Technical Advisor (STA) in the planning, implementation and 
evaluation of SIAPS activities related to improving quality, 
safety, effectiveness, and rational use of medicines and 
other commodities in Ukraine. Under the direction of the 
STA, the TA provides technical assistance to the Ministry 
of Health, State Expert Center (SEC), State Administration 
of Ukraine on Medicinal Products (SAUMP), and other 
stakeholders in the areas of PV and RDU, especially as they 
relate to Tuberculosis (TB) and HIV/AIDS in addressing 
regulatory and rational use issues.  

Degree in medicine, pharmacy, or other public health related 
discipline. At least four (4) years progressively responsible 
experience in pharmaceutical management and/or 
public health. At least two (2) years relevant experience 
in Pharmacovigilance and regulatory affairs and/or in 
improving rational use and pharmaceutical services for 
HIV/AIDS and TB medicines. Familiarity with public health, 
TB, and HIV/AIDS programming, data collection, analysis 
and presentation. Experience working with the MOH and 
national level organizations. Fluency in spoken and written 
English and Ukrainian preferred; knowledge of Russian is 
helpful. 

TECHNICAL ADVISOR — 
PHARMACOVIGILANCE & RATIONAL MEDICINES USE

Job ID: 13-6664; Kyiv, Ukraine

Management Sciences for Health is an equal opportunity employer offering employment without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin, citizenship, physical or mental handicap, or status as a disabled 
or Vietnam Era veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces.

For more information on the position, interested applicants should submit applications 
at https://jobs-msh.icims.com no later than 16th August 2013.

The Challenge Initiative is global graduate development programme, extending 
over two years and designed to prepare our next generation of leaders. During 
this time you receive all necessary professional knowledge and skills, get 
management experience, take an active part in key business projects of the 
Company. Each Management Trainee has an Individual Development Plan 
outlining rotations in key sub-departments of his main function as well as an 
opportunity to take part in international assignment in one of the companies 
of British American Tobacco Group. This experience gives full understanding 
of our business, helps to get valuable knowledge and build wider network with 
colleagues from other countries.

• Challenging tasks & projects having impact on the business
• Range of development opportunities
• Great networking & opportunity to communicate with the leadership team
• Competitive compensation package
• Full time job
• Management role upon successful completion of the Programme

• University Graduate 2011-2013
• Fluent English and Ukrainian
• Valid driver licence (if you apply in Marketing)
• Advanced PC user
• National and international mobility

Please visit our site http://www.bat.ua for more details
on the Programme and Application process.

Apply now 
on Management Trainee Programme 

“ The Challenge Initiative”
 in Marketing, Finance, HR or Operations 

in British American Tobacco!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY, 
IMPORT & EXPORT

A US based trading company 

UK, China, Dubai, India & Ukraine.
We trade in a wide range 

of comodities and services from and 
to Ukraine and other CIS countiries.

Contact us if you have any products for 
sale or want to source any product from 

any of above countries. 
INDO TRADE LLC.
UKR. +380 637 21 7844. 
+380 93 758 7726 (Olga)

US. +1 832 426 2200.
indotradellc@gmail.com

3rd floor,  42–44, Shovkovychna street, 
Kiev, 01601

Rent. Asking price $1,900 a month 
Stunning brand new apt. (82 sq.m) 
2 deds 2 bathrooms open plan living 

ceilings new building Pechersk 
(16 Anri Barbusa) Owner 
+380990450691 or +447429431223

Private House 100 sq.m. 4 rooms, 2 
bathrooms, Garden 1000 sq.m, 
3  parking places
Only 3 km from Olimpiyskiy  Stadium
Long term, $1500 per month, 
no commission

Patorzhinskogo street. 

Total area: 130 m2. 3 rooms. 

European style. 5500 USD.

e-mail: lp@am-kiev.com

APARTMENTS
in Kyiv downtown
DAILY RENT

+380 67 404 56 52
LONG-TERM RENT

+380 44 289 39 49
www.teren.kiev.ua

ACCOUNTANCY
Taxation

Company formation
+380-44-237-72-76

www.accountants.com.ua

UKRAINEONE.COM — 
full range of services in Ukraine: 

accommodation, transfers, 
events... etc. 

ukraineone.com@gmail.com, +38 
044 220 06 67 (EN, DE, FR)

US based professional evangelical 
Christian gentleman seeks evangelical 
Christian never-divorced girl without 
kids and preferably, Pentecostal or 

Charismatic. 24-29 years. Send full-
length photographs, physical statistics 

to seeker0925@gmail.com

Privat house. Goloseevo area. 
4 km from the PSl.  
Total area: 500 m2. 5 rooms. 
Swimming pool 25 m. 
6000 USD

e-mail: lp@am-kiev.com

Family place — 4 bedrooms, 2 
levels, 170 sq m,  Grushevskiy str 9 
( next to Mariinskiy park and metro), 
secure courtyard , elevator. 3000 USD  
monthly. Call  0503108241

course (Obolon) and the river — 
negotiable! 

American Professor English 
looking for position in Odessa or 
Kiev.F more information e mail

MBA ,BA NYU PhD Harvard

ajoining land plot (1000 m)

a bathroom and a garage.

price:285000$
contact tel: 0639376691

Marriage Agency
We can help you
to meet ur love .

+38 (044) 528–75–76 
+38 (067) 408–20–20
www.ukraine4date.com 



The Tiger Returns

Tiger Conference. 

It was a resounding success and catapulted Kyiv Post Conferences 
into the forefront of public conferences in Ukraine. It was followed 
in May by a well-attended Food Safety Conference. 

Tiger Conference II will come just after the nation’s fate is 
decided at the European Union’s Vilnius summit, and just before 
the important OSCE ministerial conference hosted in Kyiv. 

to attend the conference, participate in panels, and provide keynote 

of the Ukraine government. 

You will not want to miss this conference which will again pose the 
question: Will the sleeping tiger awaken? 

The Tiger Conference II. Put it in your calendar. 

On Dec. 3–4, the Tiger Conference 
returns at a crucial time in Ukraine’s 
modern history.


