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In Manafort’s 
World, 
Everyone
Had A Price
American Paul Manafort 
remains the only 
official from the era 
of ex-President Viktor 
Yanukovych's kleptocracy to 
see time behind bars. Court 
documents reveal how Ukraine 
was run from 2010-2014, when 
approximately $40 billion was 
stolen from Ukrainians before 
the EuroMaidan Revolution drove 
Yanukovych to Russia. 

Former Party of Regions adviser and ex-Donald Trump 2016 
Campaign Manager Paul Manafort enters a federal courthouse in 
Washington DC in June 2018. Manafort was convicted on Aug. 21 
of five counts of tax fraud, two counts of bank fraud and one 
count of failure to report a foreign bank account. Manafort struck 
a plea agreement to fully cooperate with special counsel Robert 
Mueller's investigators as part of the ongoing probe of Russian 
interference in the U.S 2016 presidential election and related 
crimes. (AFP) 

BY MARK RACHKEVYCH

The Defense Ministry maintains that 
it still owns military quarters and 
other property located on 0.6 hect-
ares (1.5 acres) of land in central 
Kyiv that British multi-millionaire 
Mohammad Zahoor bought nearly a 
decade ago. 

In a response to a Kyiv Post inqui-
ry, the Defense Ministry said it is 
disputing ownership as part of an 
overall endeavor to regain property 
and land that was illegally sold in 
“previous” years during a period of 
scaling down. 

Specifically, it is trying to re-take 
six buildings and other structures 
on 24A Sichovykh Striltsiv (former-
ly, Artema) Street near Kyiv’s Lviv 
Square. 

Defense Ministry 
and British 
investor continue 
legal battle over 
ownership of 
properties in Kyiv

Ukrainians charge 
up renewables 
commitments 

BY JOSH KOVENSKY
KOVENSKY@KYIVPOST.COM

For the first few months Paul Manafort worked in Ukraine, his home was a luxury hotel 
in downtown Donetsk - the Donbass Palace. There, on assignment for local tycoon 
Rinat Akhmetov in early 2005, Manafort would work from the room, reached by 
associates via the hotel telephone.

But when an Ukrainska Pravda reporter called through to his room, Manafort 
hung up, refusing to talk to the reporter, who later described him in a story as 
“famous for an indiscriminate assortment of clients.”

As history has since shown, by that time Manafort was already winding up 
his work with this broad “assortment of clients,” focusing instead on one. 

more Manafort on page 14

more Zahoor on page 11
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BY JACK LAURENSON
LAURENSON.JACK@GOOGLEMAIL.COM

LONDON — Right in the heart of 
London on Oct. 10, Ukrainian offi-
cials and experts reaffirmed their 
nation's commitment to generating 
25 percent of the country's energy 
from renewables before the year 
2035.

The pledge was given at a renew-
able energy conference focused on 
Ukraine at the headquarters of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, part of the 
Ukrainian Week in London and just 
two days after the United Nations 
issued a critical warning about 
“disastrous” consequences if global 
warming remains unaddressed.

more Energy on page 5
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BY ILYA TIMTCHENKO
TIMTCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Former U. S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Steven Pifer says that U.S.-Ukraine 
relations are moving in the right 
direction despite U. S. President 
Donald Trump, who has often shown 
sympathy towards Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

“I actually think the U.S.-Ukraine 
relationship is in a pretty good place,” 
he said in a recent interview with 
the Kyiv Post. “It’s a lot better than 
what I feared it to be in November 
of 2016 when Donald Trump was 
elected president given some of the 
things that Mr. Trump has said as a 
candidate.”

In April 2016, then-candidate 
Trump vowed to seek for better rela-
tions with Russia if elected. Three 
months later, he suggested that he 
might recognize Russia’s illegal 2014 
annexation of Crimea. The Trump 
campaign worked behind the scenes 
trying to make sure that Republicans 
would not favor giving lethal weap-
ons to Ukraine, according to the 
Washington Post.

Trump Administration
But Pifer, who served as ambassador 
to Ukraine under U. S. President Bill 
Clinton in 1998–2000, says that 
the Trump administration is actually 
showing more support for Ukraine 
than the previous administration of 
U.S. President Barack Obama.

“You see strong American sup-
port for Ukraine including steps that 
the Obama administration did not 
take such as providing lethal mili-
tary assistance. And it’s basically a 
mainstream Republican approach — 
which is supportive of Ukraine, sup-
portive of NATO and skeptical about 
Russia.

“The one asterisk I would put 
on that is: that’s a policy that I am 
not sure President Trump personally 
believes in… which is not a normal 
situation. I mean, ideally you have 
those as sort of merged as one.”

Similar messages have come from 
ex-U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine and 
Russia: John Herbst, Michael McFaul, 
and John Tefft.

Obama administration
A senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution and director of the think 
tank’s Arms Control Initiative, Pifer 
criticized the Obama administration 
on two counts: first, the admin-
istration’s decision not to provide 
lethal military assistance to Ukraine; 
second, its silence in regards the 
1994 Budapest Memorandum, which 

gave Ukraine security assurances for 
giving up its nearly 2,000 Soviet-era 
nuclear weapons. Russia, a signatory 
along with the United States, United 
Kingdom and Ukraine, violated the 
pact with its invasion of Ukraine in 
2014.

“President Obama was cautious. 
I can understand his position even 
though I think it was the wrong deci-
sion,” he said.

Budapest Memorandum
The U.S. could have done to uphold 
its assurances in the Budapest 
Memorandum. “Somebody once told 
me, we abided by the Budapest 
Memorandum because we didn’t 

invade Ukraine. And I said no, in 
the process of the negotiation we 
told the Ukrainians that if there’s a 
violation, we will care,” Pifer said.

But he also points to the specifics 
of the language, saying that the U.S. 
used the term “assurance” and not 
“guarantee.”

Russia’s violation has hurt non-pro-
liferation policies and complicated 
efforts to persuade other countries 
to give up nuclear weapons or not to 
acquire them in the first place, Pifer 
said. Some Ukrainians say that they 
should have never signed the deal 
and should have kept the weapons.

“That’s perfectly understandable,” 
Pifer said. “When we were working 

out this language we didn’t anticipate 
what happened in 2014. You were 
dealing with a different Russia then.”

But in the end, Ukraine didn't 
have much choice.

“Had Ukraine decided to keep even 
some nuclear weapons in 1992–1993 
there would have been not much rela-
tionship with Washington,” he said.

"Ukraine would have been pretty 
ostracized politically” in the West, 
Pifer said. It “would have found itself 
in standoff against Russia alone.” 
Pifer also doesn't think Ukraine 
could afford to maintain an indepen-
dent nuclear weapons arsenal.

Pifer says US-Ukraine 
relations in good shape

Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer testifies on June 5, 2014, before the U.S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee On Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. (AFP)

more Relations on page 17
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BY OLEG SUKHOV
SUKHOV@KYIVPOST.COM

The Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople on 
Oct. 11 recognized the legitimacy 
of bishops of the Kyiv Patriarchate 
and the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church as part of the 
Constantinople church.

Until this decision, the pro-
Ukrainian Kyiv Patriarchate and the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church had not been recognized by 
the 14 official Orthodox churches, 
while the bishops of the pro-Russian 
Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine had. 
The recognition is an important step 
towards the creation of an officially 
recognized independent (autoceph-
alous) Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

The Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople said 
on Oct. 11 it had lifted the anathe-
ma, or excommunication, imposed 
on Filaret, the patriarch of the 
Kyiv Patriarchate, and on Makariy, 
metropolitan of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

The Synod also approved rec-
ognizing the authority of the 
Constantinople Patriarchate in 
Ukraine, and canceled its 1686 deci-
sion to allow the patriarch of Moscow 
to appoint metropolitans of Kyiv. The 
Metropolis of Kyiv had been part of 
the Constantinople Patriarchate from 
the Christianization of Kyivan Rus in 
988 until 1686.

The Constantinople Patriarchate 
also created a stavropegion in Kyiv 
- an entity that comprises churches 
or monasteries and is subordinated 
directly to the patriarch, as opposed 
to local bishops. 

Moreover, the Synod approved 
plans to create an autocephalous 
(independent) Ukrainian church.

The Kyiv Patriarchate and the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church are planning to merge with 
pro-independence bishops of the 
Moscow Patriarchate into an inde-
pendent (autocephalous) Ukrainian 
church, which is expected to get a 
tomos — a Synod decree recognizing 
the independence of the Ukrainian 
church from the Constantinople 
church.

“This decision gives us the oppor-
tunity to unite with bishops of the 
Moscow Patriarchate who are willing 
(to join),” Filaret said on Oct. 11.

He said that the Kyiv Patriarchate, 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church and some of the 
Ukrainian bishops of the Moscow 
Patriarchate would soon hold a con-
gress to create a united church, and 
elect their head.

In May Sofroniy, the Moscow 
Patriarchate’s metropolitan of 
Cherkasy and Kaniv, said that up 
to 10 out of 53 bishops from the 
Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine 
supported the autocephaly of the 
Ukrainian church.

Responding to speculation that 
he would be demoted to a “metro-
politan” due to the official recogni-
tion, Filaret said he would remain 
patriarch.

The Constantinople Patriarchate 
also appealed “to all sides involved to 
avoid the appropriation of churches, 

monasteries and other properties, as 
well as every other act of violence 
and retaliation, so that the peace and 
love of Christ may prevail.”

One of the issues under discussion 
is whether the new Ukrainian church 
will acquire Moscow Patriarchate 
property in the country, and whether 
it will cause confrontation and vio-
lent protests.

Filaret said that after the creation 
of an independent Ukrainian church 
Moscow Patriarchate bishops would 
still have a right to serve in Ukraine 
but would have no right to call them-
selves a “Ukrainian church.”

“Moscow wants a conflict, and 
we — Ukrainians — don’t want it,” he 
added.

“God has seen the Ukrainian 
people’s struggle for indepen-
dence,” Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko said, commenting on 
the Constantinople church’s decision 
on Oct. 11.

“He has heard our prayers and 
appreciated our work. He made 
sure that his Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and 
the Synod of the Constantinople 
Patriarchate told us ‘yes’.”

In contrast, the Moscow Patriarchate 
called the Constantinople church’s 
decision “catastrophic” and warned 
that something “terrible” would 
begin.

Representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox Church said it would 
have to terminate relations with the 
Constantinople Patriarchate, and also 
called for the excommunication of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

On Sept. 7, the Constantinople 
Patriarchate appointed two exarchs, 
or ambassadors, in Kyiv as efforts 
to create an independent Ukrainian 
church began to gain pace.

Filaret was defrocked by the 
Russian Orthodox Church in 
1992 and excommunicated by the 
Moscow Patriarchate in 1997. He 
later appealed to the patriarch 

of Constantinople to cancel the 
excommunication.

He co-founded the Kyiv 

Patriarchate in 1992 and became 
the patriarch of Kyiv in 1995.

Filaret was the metropolitan of Kyiv 

as part of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
1968 to 1992. He was also the locum 
tenens, or acting head, of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and a competi-
tor for the job of the patriarch of 
Moscow in 1990.

The Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church was founded 
in 1919 during the brief period of 
Ukraine’s independence after the 
collapse of the Russian Empire.

In 1991 the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Moscow Patriarchate 
declared its independence from 
Moscow for the first time, but 
later most Ukrainian bishops 
revoked their signatures from the 
declaration.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the Moscow Patriarchate has more 
than 12,000 parishes in Ukraine, 
while the Kyiv Patriarchate has about 
5,000 parishes, and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
has about 2,000 parishes.

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, which is part of the Roman 
Catholic Church, has more than 
3,000 parishes, mostly in Western 
Ukraine. The popularity of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate has increased since 
Russia launched its war against 
Ukraine in 2014, and some par-
ishes have switched from the 
Moscow Patriarchate to the Kyiv 
Patriarchate. 

Constantinople recognizes legitimacy 
of Kyiv patriarch as bishop of church

Filaret (C), the patriarch of Kyiv, attends a religious procession marking the 1029th anniversary of the 
Christianization of Kyivan Rus in downtown Kyiv on July 28, 2017. Filaret has now been officially recognized 
as a legitimate bishop by the Patriarchate of Constantinople, and is preparing to hold a congress of a 
united Ukrainian church and receive a tomos — or recognition of independence — from Constantinople. 
(Oleg Petrasiuk)



VOX populi:

4 Opinion www.kyivpost.comOctober 12, 2018 

Adnan Kivan, Publisher 
Brian Bonner, Chief Editor

Olga Rudenko, Deputy Chief Editor
Euan MacDonald, News Editor. Ilya Timtchenko, Business Editor

Staff Writers: Natalia Datskevych, Oksana Grytsenko, Toma Istomina, Artur Korniienko, 
Josh Kovensky, Denys Krasnikov, Matthew Kupfer, Veronika Melkozerova, Illia Ponomarenko, 

Yuliana Romanyshyn, Daria Shulzhenko, Oleg Sukhov, Bermet Talant, Anna Yakutenko
Brussels Correspondent: Iryna Somer

Washington, D.C., Correspondent: Askold Krushelnycky
Canadian Correspondent: Olena Goncharova

Video Editor: Mariya Kapinos. 
Photo Editor: Pavlo Podufalov. Cartoonist: Anatoliy Vasylenko

Photographers: Kostyantyn Chernichkin, Oleg Petrasiuk, Volodymyr Petrov
Chief Designer: Vladyslav Zakharenko

UKRAINE’S GLOBAL VOICE

Commercial Director: Alyona Nevmerzhytska 
Sales Managers: Yulia Kovalenko, 

Yulia Krus, Vita Shvets, 
Elena Symonenko

Designer: Yura Borovik
Transport Manager: Mykola Andrusha

Offi ce Manager: Olena Doskich

Chief Accountant: Galyna Bondarchuk

Accountant: Olena Nazarenko

IT Managers: Oleksiy Bondarchuk, 

Oleksandr Slipachenko

Digital Strategy: Anton Nedzvedsky

Website Developer: Roman Kryvenko
To inquire about distribution of the Kyiv Post, please contact Olena Doskich

at subscribe@kyivpost.com or by phone at 591-3344

Feel strongly about an issue? Agree or disagree with editorial positions in this newspaper?
The Kyiv Post welcomes letters to the editors and opinion pieces, usually 800 to 1,000 words in length. Please email all corre-
spondence to Brian Bonner chief editor, at bonner@kyivpost.com. All correspondence must include an email address and 
contact phone number for verifi cation.
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Tongue-tied
Oh the irony! After nearly 23 years of speaking up for Ukraine, the Kyiv 
Post could be silenced by legislation that seeks to boost Ukrainian iden-
tity.

The new language bill that parliament passed at first reading on Oct. 4 
seemed at first glance to be a positive development.

Bill No. 5670-d aims to strengthen and promote the use of Ukrainian 
over other languages, in all spheres of public life.

But it also threatens the existence of the Kyiv Post.
That’s because one of the bill’s articles stipulates that all media in 

Ukraine — print, online, or television — have to be in Ukrainian.
Newspapers and magazines can be published in other languages only 

if they also produce a Ukrainian version of the same size and content, 
the article reads. They must be published simultaneously and distributed 
through the same channels as their versions in other languages.

The same goes for news websites: they can have multiple language 
versions, but the Ukrainian one needs to be the default. And all TV must 
be in Ukrainian, with programs in other languages dubbed.

If this bill becomes law, the Kyiv Post will thus be legally obliged to 
produce a Ukrainian version of its newspaper and website.

We have neither resources nor the means to do that. We would have 
to close, or drastically reduce our publication in size.

The Russian-language publications that are the bill’s primary target 
can automatically translate their websites into Ukrainian and get away 
with it. This won’t work for the English-language media.

Moreover, we shouldn’t have to do it. There are plenty of local media 
delivering news in Ukrainian already, but there’s only one English-
language newspaper in Ukraine — and it’s us since 1995. Our job is to 
be a window into Ukraine for the English-speaking world. This is needed 
now more than ever.

The Kyiv Post has championed Ukraine, its independence and develop-
ment of democracy, including promoting the Ukrainian language. Our role 
has been crucial in countering Kremlin propaganda and accurately covering 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, including from the front lines. Unlike some 
Western media, we don’t parrot Russian propaganda. We are a multination-
al team of mainly Ukrainians who live here and understand the nation well.

While Russian language is the target, even that is misguided. There 
are plenty of progressive, pro-Ukrainian media published in Russian. 
Patriots speak Russian too. The bill is a gift to the Kremlin propaganda 
machine, which will accuse Ukraine of oppressing Russian speakers. 
Pro-Russian politicians in Ukraine will reap the fruits in the presidential 
and parliamentary elections in 2019. And the Kyiv Post may not be there 
to document it.

So we call on the lawmakers who sponsored the language bill — there 
were several dozen — to amend the bill before it goes to final reading: 
either make an exemption for the English-language media or soften the 
language demands made of the media in general.

Otherwise Ukraine could lose its only consistently pro-Ukrainian voice 
in the English language.

Ukraine takes London
It was an audaciously ambitious idea: A week-long series of events, 
including a four-day conference on different subjects and different ven-
ues, all in London. But it was a great idea and all sponsors and organizers 
should be proud of themselves. Several hundred people gathered to hear 
Ukrainians pitch the investment potential in the nation. While it would 
have been nicer to have more representation from British business, 
those who came listened with open minds.

Ukraiine and the United Kingdom have bilateral trade of just over $1.3 
bilion, more can be done — especially since both nations, after Brexit, 
will be outside the European Union and can craft a distinct bilateral 
relationship. Britain imports half of its food, and Ukraine is a major pro-
ducer. This is just one areas of mutual interest. Because of the Kremlin's 
nerve-gas assassination attempt, which killed a British citizen in its 
failed quest to kill an ex-Russian spy, London is alert to the menace of 
Vladimir Putin and ready to get tough. This makes Britain a natural ally 
in foreign policy.

Editorials

Mykhailo Slobodin 
Outspoken judge exposes 
fake nature of judicial 
reform in Ukraine 

Bellingcat
Online sleuths unmask 
a pair of foes Ukraine 
didn't even know it had.

Serhiy Semochko 
Authorities ignore top 
intelligence officer's 
wealth, links to Russia 

Hendrik Weber
Fake diplomat from 
Norway helps Kremlin 
spread its propaganda.
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Should laws be passed to encourage people to speak Ukrainian?

NEWS ITEM: An ammunition depot near Ichnia 
in Chernihiv Oblast, which stored 70,000 

tons of ammunition, caught fire on 
Oct. 9, and massive explosions ripped 
through it. This is the fourth arsenal that 
has exploded in Ukraine since 2015. 
Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Petro 

Poroshenko keeps stressing the importance 
of the military for Ukraine. 

NEWS ITEM: In early October, the conflict 
between Ukraine and Hungary took another 
turn, this time because of Hungary providing 
Hungarian passports to Ukrainian citizens 
in Zakarpattya Oblast. Ukraine said Hungary 
had violated Ukrainian law, while Hungary 
denied it, and both countries expelled 
each others' consuls. Even though dual 
citizenship is forbidden in Ukraine, many 
Ukrainian top officials and business people 
reportedly have multiple citizenships. 

NEWS ITEM: The identities of Anatoliy 
Chepiga and Aleksandr Mishkin, 

officers of Russia’s GRU military 
intelligence agency and suspects 

in the poisoning of ex-Russian 
intelligence officer Sergei Skripal 

and his daughter Yulia in the United 
Kingdom, were uncovered by the 

Bellingcat open-source investigative 
team and other media. Meanwhile, 
four GRU agents allegedly trying to 

organize a cyber attack were identified 
on Oct. 4 by Dutch security services. 
The Russians had a taxi receipt for a 

trip from Moscow’s GRU headquarters 
to the airport, which helped link them to 

the Russian military intelligence agency.

NEWS ITEM: Ukrainian Week in London on Oct. 8-11 
highlighted the main controversy of the Ukrainian-British 

relations: The United Kingdom has been providing corrupt 
top officials and murky business people from Ukraine and 

other countries with a place to store and spend their ill-
gotten money, and appears to be in no hurry to stop this 

inflow of cash. 

Why did this 
arsenal explode?

These are fireworks to 
celebrate Ukraine's mighty 

army, built by you!

We need to stop all 
the corruption!

Only the 
richest Ukrainians 

can have dual 
citizenship!

These modern 
spies are a disgrace 
to our profession!

Store 
this for me, 

mate
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The UN's Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, or IPCC, said 
on Oct. 8 that the planet faces cat-
astrophic consequences unless the 
global community undertakes "rapid, 
far-reaching and unprecedented 
changes in all aspects of society."

For its part, Ukraine is stepping 
up and seems to be punching above 
its weight in the renewable energy 
sector — despite having considerable 
reserves of natural gas.

Officials in London said that 
Ukraine was working hard to meet 
the same renewables goals set in 
the European Union, while experts 
affirmed that the country was on 
track to reach a 25-percent share 
of renewable energy in total output 
before 2035, even though the coun-
try only currently produces 2 percent 
of its energy from renewables.

Recent years have seen significant 

growth in renewable energy proj-
ects across Ukraine, but mostly in 
the sunny south and south-eastern 
coastal regions. The growth has been 
encouraged by lucrative feed-in tar-
iffs, EBRD subsidies and significant 
interest from prospecting European 
investors.

For example, on Sept. 6, Norwegian 
company NBT AS signed a multimil-
lion-euro contract with the Power 
Construction Corporation of China 
Limited, or POWERCHINA, to build a 
large 250-megawatt wind power plant 
in Kherson Oblast. Scatec Solar, anoth-
er Norwegian company, has signed 
agreements securing two projects with 
a total capacity of 83 megawatts in cen-
tral Ukraine. Other investors in the past 
two years alone include: Eco Optima, 
UDP Renewables, TIU Canada, Rengy 
Development, Recom, and Rener.

Business Focus 5www.kyivpost.com October 12, 2018 

Experts: Ukraine on track to reach 
25% share of renewables by 2025 

Rengy Development's Glibochok Solar II project in 
Vinnytsia Oblast has a 6.4-megawatt capacity. The 
renewable energy company has more than a dozen 
projects across Ukraine. Other investors in Ukraine's 
renewables sector include: Eco Optima, UDP 
Renewables, TIU Canada, Recom, Rener, NBT AS, and 
Scatec Solar. (Rengy Development)
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In Ukraine, 94 percent of solid waste 
is disposed of in landfills. But with 
the available space shrinking, cities 
are looking for alternative ways to 
process garbage and use it as an 
energy source.

Pollution
In May 2016, a massive pile of 
trash collapsed during a fire at the 
Hrybovychi landfill near Lviv, killing 
three firefighters and an ecologist at 
the site. The local authorities took 
the long overdue decision to close 
the dangerously overfilled 33-hect-
are dumpsite, but the city of Lviv 
was left without a place to dispose 
of its waste.

On city streets, dumpsters filled 
up quickly, and in just a few months 
Lviv was blighted with suffocating 
piles of garbage. Residents com-
plained about the bad odors and 
rats, and demanded action from the 
city authorities. The city tried to find 
available landfills in other regions, 
but there were not many options. 
Sometimes tons of trash would sim-
ply be dumped in unauthorized 
areas, in fields, drawing the ire of 
the neighboring towns, which began 
to block garbage trucks from Lviv.

In Ukraine, landfills already take 
up 12,000 hectares of land — a ter-
ritory bigger in area than the city of 
Vinnytsia. Only a seventh of that is 
legal for usage and currently open. 
Even fewer of the landfills meet san-
itary standards.

By official figures, less than seven 
percent of the waste produced in 
Ukraine is recycled or used to gen-
erate energy. Almost 10 million tons 
of waste ends up in landfills, contam-
inating soil, water, and the air of the 
surrounding areas. The only waste 
incineration plant in the country is 
located in Kyiv; it burns about 20 
percent of all the capital’s waste.

Solutions
To tackle the crisis in Lviv, the 
European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development allotted 35 million 
euros last September to upgrade the 
Hrybovychi landfill and to build a 
waste treatment plant.

Shortly after that, the city of 
Khmelnytsky also announced plans 
to deal with its waste: In January, 
the city authorities announced they 
would build a similar waste treat-
ment plant to Lviv’s.

Waste not
While some private companies and 
public initiatives try to promote 
waste sorting and recycling, there’s 
no such culture in Ukraine, nor is 
there a functioning nationwide or 
municipal policy.

“We can’t wait for our people to 
learn to sort their waste. There is 
technology that can do it at a plant,” 
said Serhiy Savchuk, head of the 
State Agency for Energy Efficiency 
and Energy Saving.

The technology he referred to 
is a mechanical-biological treatment 
(MBT) plant, the type of plants that 
both Lviv and Khmelnytsky plan 
to build. It is equipped to separate 
waste into several types of materials 
that can be recycled or converted 
into energy.

Glass, paper, and plastic are recy-
cled. Organic food and agricultural 
waste is processed into biogas or 
technical compost, used to cover old 
landfills. Combustibles can be used 
to produce fuel. And the remaining 
small fraction of non-reusable resi-
dues can be buried in a landfill.

Ideally, Savchuk says, such a plant 
should be in every Ukrainian city 
and region. But in reality, this would 
be costly and require the revision of 
legislation and tariffs.

Matthias Vogel, director at the 
Ukrainian branch of Veolia, a French 
waste management company, says 
that Ukraine needs to start from 
the basics: Get new containers and 
trucks with GPS trackers; create san-
itary landfills; tighten controls over 
where waste is disposed of; and 
introduce the sorting of dry and wet 
waste.

“Unfortunately, the better the 
recycling, the more it costs,” Vogel 
said, adding that the basic model 
of waste management he proposed 
would cost five times more than the 
existing one.

Waste-to-energy
Today, Ukraine has 18 biogas plants 
installed in landfills that generate 16 
megawatts of electricity from decom-
posing organic waste.

But building a more sophisticated 
power station to convert solid waste 
into energy requires a lot of invest-
ment. For example, French company 
SUEZ is building a waste-to-energy 
power station in England for 150 
million euros.

“MBT plants are fine for producing 
alternative fuel, but the big question 
is where it is going to be incinerated,” 
Vogel said.

The alternative fuel extracted 
from combustible waste varies in 
caloric value and makes up only 
from 10 to 35 percent of the total 
volume It can be burnt to produce 
electricity or thermal power, or used 
in cement production.

“Some Soviet thermal power 
stations could be converted to 
run on alternative fuel or bio-
mass. Theoretically, it is possible. 
Practically, it’s very costly,” Vogel said.

Low tariffs
It all comes down to money. And 
at the end of the day it’s Ukrainians 
who will pay.

With current rates for waste col-

lection and disposal in Ukraine, it is 
cheaper to dump trash into a landfill 
than to build processing plants, said 
Savchuk from the State Agency for 
Energy Efficiency.

First, tariffs for waste disposal ser-
vices should be increased, Savchuk 
said. According to him, the average 
cost is about Hr 330 per ton now. 
That includes transportation by a 
collecting company and disposal in 
a landfill.

Taking garbage to a sorting plant 
and further recycling and conversion 
into alternative fuel and burning 
that fuel to produce energy would 
raise tariffs to an estimated Hr 2,000 
to Hr 4,500 per ton, according to 

Vogel’s estimates.
Furthermore, the environmental 

tax on waste disposal in Ukraine is 
incredibly low: Hr 5 per ton.

In comparison, in Europe landfill 
taxes range from 5 euros per ton in 
Lithuania to over 100 euros per ton 
in Belgium. The tax is charged in 
addition to the tipping fee at a land-
fill in order to increase the cost of 
landfill disposal and encourage other 
means of treating waste.

“What we can do now is minimize 
the amount of waste taken to the 
landfill. Take out organics and recy-
clables and do it at the lowest cost. If 
we don’t start there, we won’t get to 
another level,” Vogel said.

The next level is to attract inves-
tors into the waste-to-energy sector. 
They need guarantees that their 
plants will get the necessary amount 
of waste on a regular basis and 
advantageous tariffs on sales of the 
energy they produce.

The state agency is looking for 
a business model to make waste 
treatment plants more affordable for 
Ukraine.  

 “The construction may be partial-
ly covered from municipal budgets 
or subsidies, or through public-pri-
vate partnerships,” Savchuk said. 

Stimulating tariffs for energy pro-
duced from waste, similar to “green 
tariffs” that Ukraine introduced to 
boost investment into renewables, 
would help too, Vogel added

Representatives of French 
SUEZ met with Savchuk’s team in 
September.

“Waste-to-energy is among the 
projects we consider in Ukraine,” 
SUEZ’s pressperson told the Kyiv 
Post in an email. “In order to commit 
to such project we would need the 
necessary legal framework, access to 
financing, commitment on volumes 
and prices of waste, as well as sus-
tainable energy tariffs.” 
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Ukraine's renewables generation capacity in 2014-2018
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Thanks to Ukraine's lucrative feed-in "green tariffs," Ukraine's renewable-energy 
sector is capable of producing twice as much electricity as it did in 2015 and the 
sector attracted 880 million euros in investments. 

Source: State Agency on Energy Efficiency and Energy Saving By Yuliana Romanyshyn, Kyiv Post
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Can Ukraine turn 10 million 
tons of waste into electricity?

Waste collectors pick trash from a street in Lviv on June 27, 2017. The city suffered a garbage disposal crisis 
when, in May 2016, its only landfill was closed after an accident. (Volodymyr Petrov)
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A power purchase agreement or PPA is 
one of the core documents needed for the 
purchase of electricity produced by a power 
plant. Several years ago, when the produc-
tion of "green" electricity (from renewable 
sources) began to gain momentum rapidly, 
the energy sector regulator came under 
pressure from both business and foreign 
investors to modify the out-of-date version 
of the PPA for “green” tariffs. Over the last 
couple years, there have been at least two 
significant efforts made by the regulator to 
make PPAs bankable and attractive to inves-
tors. Considering certain legislative, political 
and technical boundaries, the regulator has 
been unable to include in the document all 
of the suggestions from business. However, 
in line with the requirements of the struc-
ture of the new energy market, the regu-
lator has developed a new standard ver-
sion of a PPA that differs from the current 
template of a model agreement signed by 
a guaranteed buyer. It seems that business 
community and the regulator have come to 
a more or less mutual consensus over many 
of the conditions of the new PPA, although 
certain major points are still on the table.

Entry into force. The proposed dra� makes it possible for a pro-
ducer to conclude a PPA either a�er the commissioning of facilities 
and receiving the "green" tariff, or to conclude a so-called pre-PPA 
before the commissioning of the facilities and the receiving of the 
“green” tariff. In the first case, the PPA enters into force from the 
date of producer’s introduction to the register of producers under 
the "green" tariff. In the second case, the agreement enters into force 
a�er certain suspended conditions are met. This means that a pre-
PPA can be signed by both parties before the commissioning of the 
facilities, but that it will enter into force only a�er the commissioning 
of the facilities and the receiving of the "green" tariff by the producer. 
This formulation was not what investors were hoping to see in the 
dra�. In this connection, they approached the regulator with the sug-
gestion that the pre-PPA should enter into force a�er its signing, but 
that certain provisions concerning the obligation of the guaranteed 
buyer to purchase electricity under the "green" tariff should come 
into force only a�er the producer fulfills the above-mentioned obliga-
tions. The attitude of the regulator to this issue appears to be rather 
straightforward – such a suggestion is not acceptable to the regula-
tor, as it contradicts the Law on the electrical energy market. 

Dispute resolution. The dra� dispute resolution clause stipulates 
that any business entity (both with foreign investments and without) 
can use either court procedures in Ukraine, or arbitration procedures. 
Such an amendment is rather questionable, as it contradicts a di-
rect provision of Ukrainian law, according to which a dispute can be 
subject to arbitration only if at least one party is an entity with for-
eign investments. That is why, we may assume that under certain 
circumstances the same dispute may undergo both arbitration and 
court proceeding in Ukraine. In any case, this clause, being one of the 
major amendments to the PPA, is still subject to quite robust discus-
sion between the regulator, the guaranteed buyers and the business 
community. Obviously, it will be further changed.

Introduction of amendments to the PPA. The dra� stipulates 
that in the case of changes being made to the legislation and/or in 
model PPA, the guaranteed buyer shall post such changes on their 
website and notify the producer of such changes. If within one month 
a�er the changes have come into force the producer does not ini-
tiate the procedure to terminate the PPA, it is understood that the 
producer has given their consent to the amended conditions. Such 
automatic changes of conditions in the PPA creates the situation in 
which producers can enter into a PPA under conditions that may be 
changed in future without the producer’s involvement. This uncer-
tainty will make it more difficult for producers to access funding, al-
though the regulator is making very visible efforts to accommodate 
most of the suggestions made by the business community.

It is clear that the regulator is, quite reasonably, unable to imple-
ment in the new typical PPA all of the most favorable conditions for 
business, but it can now certainly be said that there is greater under-
standing between the stakeholders.

+380 44 581 1220 
info@golaw.ua 

19B Instytutska St., suite 29 
Ukraine, 01021, Kyivwww.golaw.ua

Sergiy Oberkovych, 
Senior Partner at GOLAW
Attorney at law

Max Lebedev, 
Partner at GOLAW 
Attorney at law

Bankable PPA: 
A new version from the regulator

Business Focus 7www.kyivpost.com October 12, 2018 
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Amid all the gloom, at least one 
foreign investor sees some bright 
prospects for its business in Ukraine.

Scheduling the opening its first 10.7 
megawatt solar power plant in the city 
of Nikopol in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 
for January, TIU Canada gave anoth-
er positive sign that the investment 
climate in Ukraine has started to 
improve again since Russia launched 
its war on the country four years ago.

With the outbreak of the war 
in  Donbas, foreign companies have 
naturally had many concerns about 
coming to the country.

“When we first arrived in 2016 
there was a lot of skepticism and not 
that many western firms were even 
looking at Ukraine,” Hani Tabsh, 
CEO of TIU Canada, told the Kyiv 
Post in a recent interview.

“Now, over the last year-and-a-half 
that attitude has slowly morphed 
into — 'okay, there’re still some things 
to get worked out, but it’s starting to 
become more comfortable.'”

Currently Tabsh does not see a 
serious threat from Russia.

“It feels like there is no conflict at 
all… It’s a very localized thing, which 
is important to recognize, but from 
(the) investor perspective you have to 
keep an eye on it,” he said.

The sooner the better
Over the past four years, renewables 
in Ukraine have become one of the 
most rapidly developing sectors of 
the economy. Part of the reason 
is Ukraine’s desire to become as 
energy independent as possible from 
Russia, which was previously the 
country’s biggest gas supplier.

Ukraine has also set an attractive 
green tariff for sales of power gen-
erated from renewables, and there 
is a high level of transparency for 
such business activity, making it less 
susceptible to corruption.

Since 2015, the renewable energy 
sector has seen generating capacity 
rise by 766 megawatts, to reach 1.7 
gigawatts by the end of the first half 
of this year, according to the State 
Agency on Energy Efficiency and 
Energy Saving, or SAEE.

Over the same period more than 
740 million euros of investment, 
both foreign and domestic, have 

been made in the sector, according 
to the SAEE.

Just like renewables, Ukraine now 
has a generally positive, but still very 
slow, trend of increasing foreign 
direct investments. From January to 
August FDI was $1.4 billion, a mod-
est $200 million more than over the 
same period in 2017, according to 
the National Bank of Ukraine.

Among renewables the solar busi-
ness is one of the most popular, as it 
is easier to get started and requires 
less initial data than other types, like 
wind or biogas.

“You don’t have to do a one-year 
wind study, plus the construction 
time is a lot faster,” said Tabsh.

In 2009 there was not a single 
solar power plant in Ukraine; in com-
parison, by the end of 2017 some 184 
solar projects were completed, pro-
ducing some 742 megawatts of elec-
tricity altogether, according to the 
Ukrainian Association of Renewable 
Energy, or UARE.

The trend is persisting in 2018: 
The renewable sector is expecting to 
see the installation of another giga-
watt of “green” capacity — 600 mega-
watts of solar, 300 megawatts of 
wind, and 50–100 megawatts of bio-
energy, according to Irina Krymus, 
an expert at the UARE.

However, despite all the progress 
in renewables seen in Ukraine, the 
country is still far from securing its 
energy independence.

Unlike Germany, where renew-
ables produce 40 percent of the 
country’s electricity, Ukrainian 
renewables accounted for only 1.2 
percent of the electricity the country 
generated in 2017, or only 1,896 mil-
lion kilowatts, according to energy 
expert Andrey Perevertaev.

That number is dwarfed by the 
output of nuclear power plants, and 
coal- and gas-fired power plants, 
which generated 91 percent of all of 
the electricity in Ukraine, or some 
141,000 million kilowatts over the 
same period.

Solar portfolio
Like the other major players on the 
Ukrainian renewable market, TIU 
Canada doesn’t want to stop at a 
single solar power plant in Nikopol.

It plans to build five new solar 
power plants in Ukraine, investing 
94 million euros, according to Ivan 

Bachynsky, the company’s communi-
cations representative.

“We want to have a portfolio of 
50–100 megawatts if not larger as 
we grow over the next year,” added 
Tabsh.

Since Mykolaiv Oblast has one of 
the best locations for solar power 
generation in Ukraine, another solar 
plant near the village of Kalynivka 
is already under construction. It will 
cover 20.2 hectares with a capacity of 
13.5 megawatts.

The plant will help reduce 
Ukraine’s carbon dioxide emissions 
by 18,212 tons per year, according to 
Bachynsky.

According to Tabsh, the company 
is in the final stage of negotiations 
and completing due diligence for 
two additional solar projects in that 
same region.

“And as soon as we’ve got those 
closed and meet all the final require-
ments, we’re going to start construct-
ing them this fall,” he said.

Historic agreement
TIU Canada doesn’t just have busi-
ness ties with Ukraine — there is 
much broader interest in cultural 
exchanges at the company.

For instance, on Sept. 10, two 
mayors — Nikopol’s Andriy Fisak and 
Gerald Aalbers of the Canadian city 
of Lloydminster — signed a historic 
agreement between their two cities.

The Canadian investments in 
Nikopol were the motivation for sign-
ing this first major non-military coop-
eration agreement between Canada 
and Ukraine in 35 years.

“We’re not happy simply to put 
money into a community, walk away, 
and just collect income that comes 
from that type of investment,” said 
Tabsh. “Our company wants to be 
actively involved within the commu-
nities in which we’re investing.”

Since Lloydminster and Nikopol 
have some similarities in terms of 
industries and population size, the 
cooperation could produce real 
growth in trade as well as opportu-
nities in education, art, and sports 
between them, according to Tabsh.

“There will be cultural exchanges 
hopefully between the two cities 
after the meeting of the two mayors, 
and we’re looking to see how it will 
develop and will support it as quickly 
as we can,” said Tabsh. 

TIU Canada develops solar 
energy, another signal of 
better investment climate

TIU Canada's Chief 
Operating Officer Hani 
Tabsh speaks with the 
Kyiv Post on Sept.14 
about his company's 
operations and future 
plans in Ukraine. 
(Volodymyr Petrov)
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Untapped west
But there are other regions to invest 
in.

Ukraine's extensive Black Sea 
coastline, vast flat steppelands 
that receive months of steady sun-
shine, and its mountainous, windy 
Carpathian region are all seen by 
investors to be rich in untapped 
energy-generating potential.

Marina Petrov, the deputy head 
of the EBRD in Ukraine, said that 
Ukraine had added 500 megawatts 
of renewable output in the last nine 
months alone, compared to a total of 
1,000 megawatts added over the past 
three years.

“Since 2009 the government of 
Ukraine has wanted to develop 
renewables because they realized 
that nuclear and coal-fire stations 
will soon be in need of replacement,” 
she said. “The EBRD is cooperating 
closely with the government in this 
area, and we want Ukraine to move 
into even greener ways of extracting 
renewable energy.”

Petrov said that the EBRD is 
working actively in Ukraine to build 
a sustainable renewable sector, and 
keep investors ahead of the mar-
ket and informed about regulatory 
changes. She said that Ukraine is 
committed to being compliant with 
EU standards while also improv-
ing the openness of the electricity 
market.

Rodion Morozov, the head of the 
Ecological Projects Department for 
state-owned Ukrgazbank, said that 
his bank had funded two thirds of 
all of Ukraine's renewable projects 
since 2016, and was ready to put up 

even more cash for green energy 
projects.

“We're ready to keep developing 
our renewable portfolio,” he said. 

“We have a lot of appetite for new 
projects and more cooperation… 
and the involvement of a state bank 
gives assurances to strategic part-

ners, who can know that their invest-
ment has protection.”

According to Morozov, Ukrgazbank 
has funded 742 megawatts of renew-
able energy projects since 2016 at a 
cost of 436 million euros, resulting 
in a carbon dioxide emissions reduc-
tion of 715,000 metric tons annually.

Ukrgazbank alone has so far fund-
ed 97 solar farms, five wind farms, 12 
biofuel stations and 18 hydropower 
stations.

“These 132 assets have saved 
Ukraine from burning 343 million 
cubic meters of gas,” said the bank-
ing director.

Andriy Kobolev, the CEO of state 
oil and gas company Naftogaz, said 
that his company is ready to start 
taking renewables more seriously, 
while also moving ahead with the 
extraction of shale gas as well.

“We hope that the gas wars 
between Ukraine and Russia are 
drawing to a close,” he said. “And 
Naftogaz is looking into renew-
ables… We already have a few small 
solar projects in partnership with 
international investors… (and) we're 
looking at more options and meeting 
with possible investors in London 
this week.”

Oleksander Buglak, head of 
Financial Institutions for state sav-
ings bank Oschadbank, said that he 
thinks the popularity of investing in 
renewables will continue to increase, 
but that the government has to set 
stable rules of the game.

“It's very trendy to own renewable 
assets in Ukraine right now,” he said. 
“Every businessman wants to own 
something in this sector… but the 

profitability in renewable energy is 
heavily driven by regulation and 
rates — so that uncertainty has to be 
removed.”

William Coppoolse, CEO of 
ENGIE Ukraine, said French mul-
tinational ENGIE was eyeing more 
renewable acquisitions and invest-
ments in Ukraine.

“We're moving very strongly into 
renewables…globally, ENGIE will 
reach 11,000 megawatts of output 
by 2021 — that's Ukraine's total tar-
get before 2035,” he said, adding 
that Ukrainian developers should 
be mindful of conserving the energy 
they have, and not just producing 
more.

In London, renewable energy is an 
area of prospective investment that 
has created palpable excitement at 
conferences this week.

Some investors pointed to oppor-
tunities linked to the expected 
growth in Ukraine’s agricultural sec-
tor — farms will look to installing 
biofuel, wind and solar technology 
to reduce costs and maximize profits 
from rising output.

Investor confidence in the sector 
is also stronger than ever before, as 
Ukraine moves to pass new laws that 
streamline investor entry to the sec-
tor and protect businesses from any 
changes in energy tariffs.

“Investors can already seek arbi-
tration under both international and 
Ukrainian law — through internation-
al energy treaties to which Ukraine 
is a signatory — if they encounter a 
dispute,” said Anna Vlasyuk, a lawyer 
for Ukraine’s National Investment 
Council. 

Kobolev: Naftogaz ready to start 
taking renewables more seriously
Energy from page 5

Roman Voloshchak, a power engineer, descends the stairs of one of the four wind turbines at the Eco-Optima wind farm, located near the western 
Ukrainian town of Staryi Sambir, on Feb. 21, 2017. (Yuliana Romanyshyn)

Chornobyl goes solar three decades after nuclear disaster
Visitors examine solar panels during the official opening ceremony of a new one-megawatt solar power plant 
next to the New Safe Confinement over the fourth block of the Chornobyl nuclear plant on Oct. 5, 2018. 
Ukraine has launched its first solar plant in the abandoned area around its former Chornobyl power station, 
the scene of the worst nuclear disaster in history. The new plant has about 3,800 photovoltaic panels installed 
across an area of 1.6 hectares, just a hundred metres from a giant metal construction sealing in the remains 
of the reactor that exploded in 1986. The one-megawatt solar plant, capable of powering 2,000 apartments, is 
a joint project by Ukrainian company Rodina and German Enerparc AG, and cost about $1.2 million. (AFP)
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Real Estate in Kyiv: 
the best option for investment

The residential property market in Kyiv is 
demonstrating stability and growth. More 
than 1.73 million square meters of residen-
tial space was commissioned in 2017. That 
is more than 30 percent more compared to 
the previous year. 

Earlier, only commercial property was of 
interest to international investors, but the 
situation has changed in favor of housing 
over the last two years. This has been due 
to there being reasonable prices for apart-
ments, and relatively high rent rates. The in-
creasing demand is for new property, as the 

lifetime of old housing is coming to an end, as it now fails to meet modern 
requirements for comfort and security. 

In 2018 the main foreign investors in Kyiv residential property were from 
Western Europe and Asia. For instance, citizens of Germany, Italy, Austria, 
France, Switzerland, Israel, China, India, Iran, Iraq invested in real estate con-
structed by UKRBUD corporation, which is one of the largest construction 
organizations in Kyiv.  This list is increasing steadily, as satisfied foreign in-
vestors are encouraging other non-residents, who are at the stage of study-
ing risks and benefits of future investments, to enter the market. 

At the moment, Kyiv’s new-built property market has wide range of offers 
for any kind of budget. If the main goal is to effectively invest money, it is 
better to put it into the early stage of construction when a minimum price 
per square meter is set by the developer. This price will rise with the prog-
ress of construction work, therefore a 100 percent payment at the start of 
construction will be the most profitable investment.  Some 95 percent of 
apartments are usually sold out before the residential complex is put into 
operation. 

Let’s assume you bought a one-bedroom apartment at the groundbreak-
ing stage at the cost of $25,000, and the general expenditures on apartment 
remodeling with furniture and equipment amount to $10,000 – its rental 
price will be Hr 15,000 per month, not including utilities costs. That will bring 
you more than $6,000 in income per year. Besides, it is important to re-
member that the larger the apartment, the lower the cost of remodeling per 
square meter. Moreover, the cost of investment in residential property grows 
the closer it comes to being put into operation.  

For instance, if you’re ready to make investment at the start of construc-
tion and wait for two to three years, the value of one square meter will rise 
by 30-50 percent in national currency. Obviously, no bank deposits offer 
such a return. Furthermore, the return of an investment made at a right time 
will be even higher than you expect. The time before building companies 
increase their price per square meter is the best time to buy new-built prop-
erty. It is not hard to determine this time, as construction companies usually 
warn about a future rise of prices. For example, a 10-percent average price 
increase is expected in the coming months. And if you invest in a new build-
ing now, still at the old price, the capitalization of the acquired apartment 
will grow by 10 percent.

Investments in property are safe and are not at risk of depreciation even in 
the case of a devaluation of the national currency.   

However, it is important to take into account that modern customers don’t 
want just ordinary apartments. They want a certain lifestyle consisting of 
many elements, together with high-quality construction. They want to be 
sure that their home is a safe place to live, and there is a good provider of 
utility services. It is also important to know if there is a way to decrease 
expenditures on utility payments. 

With this purpose, UKRBUD corporation is the only development company 
in Kyiv to start installing a smart home system in every apartment in its resi-
dential complexes.  This is a huge program implemented jointly with startup 
CLAP, which produces equipment that ensures security, comfort and sav-
ings. The system can also record and analyze figures from ultilities meters 
and make payments automatically, saving time and predicting expenses for 
energy resources. It also can set limits on energy use, and make corrections 
depending on the time of the day to choose the best and most cost-effective 
option. 

It has to be noted that any investment activity is risky. So you have to make 
sure that the chosen project will be completed. For this reason, a construc-
tion company’s reputation matters a great deal, as well as the number and 
quality of the residential complexes it has built. It is also important to check 
if the company is able to stand the test of crisis. Of course, a project analysis 
is a must. However, the details of both approval permits and mechanisms 
of investment have to be researched, and you should consult your lawyer if 
necessary. 

Oleh Maiboroda, 
Chief executive officer, 
Ukrbud Development

27 Pushkinska st, Kyiv

www.ub.com.ua

+38 044 379 46 11
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Siemens Ukraine sells every-
thing that Ukraine acutely needs 
to become prosperous: more and 
cleaner energy, modern infrastruc-
ture, state-of the-art manufacturing, 
efficient heating, cooling and lighting 
systems for all buildings; better diag-
nostic equipment for health care. 
The list goes on and on.

“Ukraine needs huge moderniza-
tion in industry and infrastructure,” 
Siemens Ukraine country manager 
Maciej Tomasz Zielinski to the Kyiv 
Post in an interview this month from 
the company’s headquarters. “This 
is exactly what Siemens delivers. We 
create value chains for our custom-
ers in electrification, digitation and 
automation.”

The German-based company’s 
technological wizardry in 2017 
earned $83 billion in global revenue 
and $6 billion in net profit with 
376,000 employees.

In Ukraine, however, a rebounding 
business in 2017 earned only $80 
million in revenue — less than 1/10 
of 1 percent — with 250 employees 
in five locations.

Still, the Polish citizen who has 
been in Ukraine for more than two 
years, said “things nowadays are 
going quite well” compared to 2015, 
when Siemens had to evacuate its 
Donetsk office, and 2016, the year 
that Zielinski arrived to a severe 
downturn in business, saw no work-
ing streetlights in parts of Kyiv and 
heard shooting on the outskirts of 
Mariupol during a business trip.

The hardships, of course, came 
in the aftermath of the EuroMaidan 
Revolution that drove Kremlin-
backed President Viktor Yanukovych 
from power on Feb. 22, 2014, trig-
gering Russia’s military invasion and 
occupation of Crimea and parts of 
the Donbas, which continues today.

“Since then, things have changed 
a lot,” Zielinski told the Kyiv Post 
from Siemens’ modern 8th floor 
headquarters in the Astarta Business 
Center in the Podil neighborhood. 
“I have to say the last two years 
were very successful for the whole 
Siemens Ukraine team. When you 
talk about Ukraine, you don’t have 
super big projects, but still, for such a 
country, projects of the volume of 10 
million euros are not small projects.”

What does Siemens do?
Siemens has such a vast array of 
complex, high-tech products that it’s 
hard to know where to begin.

But even in Ukraine, where 
Siemens does business on a smaller 
scale compared to other nations, the 
products and services are woven 
into everyday lives and the nation’s 
economy.

In power supply, Siemens’ software 
and hardware helps the nation’s 
electrical grid deliver energy more 
efficiently. Also in energy, Siemens 
technology is used in oil and gas 
exploration as well as the budding 
renewable sector of wind and solar.

In factories, automation and drive 
systems modernize and improve 
production and efficiency.

In food and beverage, Siemens’ 
technology is used in storage eleva-

tors and other infrastructure, as well 
as in production of such things as 
edible oil. It even is involved in burn-
ing waste from sunflower grain to 
produce steam that powers turbines.

Recently, Siemens signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with 
Turboatom in Kharkiv to explore 
more business opportunities.

But Siemens could do much more, 
if the private and public sectors in 
Ukraine find the to invest.

Ukrzalyznytsia, the state railway 
monopoly with twice as many kilo-
meters of track than Germany, “needs 
electrification” to deliver people and 
goods more quickly, efficiently and 
profitably, he said. Siemens special-
izes in electrical locomotives, which 
could replace more of Ukraine’s 
aging diesel locomotives and rolling 
stock.

“We deliver equipment for signal-
ing, electrification and rolling stock 
as well,” he said. “We have the com-
plete portfolio, not only in rail. When 
it comes to infrastructure, there’s 
plenty to do in Ukraine…In Ukraine, 
this is about priorities.”

Even before production takes 
place, Siemens — as the “biggest 
industrial software producer world-
wide” — has visualization systems to 
great a “digital twin” prototype of the 
product under development.

“If something is wrong, you can 
change the features of the product. 
Nowadays, most (things under) pro-
ductions have their own digital twin,” 
he said. For example, computers can 
simulate the impact of crashes on car 

Siemens wants to power 
Ukraine through 21st 
century, including with 
more renewable energy

Siemens Ukraine country manager Maciej Tomasz Zielinski speaks with the Kyiv Post in an interview on Oct. 2 
from the company's national headquarters in Podil's modern Astarta Business Center. (Volodymyr Petrov)

more Siemens on page 10



bumpers, helping automobile manu-
facturers create “the right product.” 
(It’s not very applicable to Ukraine 
since fewer than 5,000 cars are pro-
duced in the country annually.)

In terms of investment, Zielinski 
is seeing a lot more activity in oil 
and gas production. He thinks the 
food and beverage industry is poised 
for growth. And he also believes 
that renewable energy will create 
more decentralization in that sector. 
Construction is back on the rise in 
Ukraine, he said, primarily in the res-
idential sector, creating opportunities 
for Siemens’ automated heat, lighting 
and safety systems.

In most hotels and modern office 
buildings in Kyiv, Siemens’ sensors 
automatically control lighting, heat 
and fire alarm systems and let the 
customer change settings remotely.

On roads, Siemens’ technology 
controls signal lighting systems to 
make traffic run more smoothly.

Big and small customers
It’s not surprising that big oli-
garch-owned private companies, as 
well as large state companies, are 
customers of Siemens Ukraine. They 
can afford the company’s services.

The roster of clients includes 
Victor Pinchuk’s InterPipe; Rinat 

Akhmetov’s DTEK and Metinvest; 
ArcelorMittal, the nation’s largest 
steel mill; and UkrEnergo, operator 
of Ukraine’s electrical power grid.

But Zielinski said that the major-
ity of customers are medium-sized 
companies who need automation 
and better electrical equipment to 
improve their efficiency and optimize 
costs.

“Cost-cutting is not just about 
labor costs,” Zielinski said. “It’s about 
the whole value chain: to produce 
goods with quality and effectivity, 
you have to invest in production. We 
see people are investing more and 
more in modern technology.”

Despite the small footprint that 
the Ukrainian outfit has in Siemens 
global sales, Zielinski said that the 
company has never considered clos-
ing the country office.

Its roots in Ukraine run very deep.
“We have been in Ukraine 166 

years. We have been involved in the 
electrification of the trams in Kyiv, 
the lighting systems in Kyiv, Lviv, 
and Odesa and the telegraph lines 
to Simferopol,” Zielinski said. “The 
question is about developing and 
finding the business models that will 
be successful and sustainable in the 
longer-term perspective.”

About 40 employees in Kyiv deliv-
er services for other Siemens entities 
from its engineering hub.

Zielinski said Ukraine is ideally 
located for such an innovative hub 
for three big reasons: a highly edu-
cated workforce, reasonable costs 
and close proximity to European and 
other markets.

What Ukraine needs
But for Siemens to develop its busi-
ness, Ukraine needs to develop as a 
country.

“Ukraine has the potential,” he 
said “It needs some PR as well,” 
which investment promotion and 
branding initiatives such as Ukraine 
Now are helping.

Beyond PR, “it should have a 
transparent judicial system. It should 
fight corruption,” Zielinski said. “If 
the country provides transparent 
and clear conditions for business, the 
business will come.”

While ProZorro, an online system 
designed to make government pur-
chases more competitive and trans-
parent, is an improvement, Ukraine 
cannot “sit on its laurels and say 
we have ProZorro, so everything’s 
fine. Someone has to control the 
processes in ProZorro, whether you 
give the same terms and conditions 
to all vendors.”

Additionally, “what is needed is 
privatization of the public sector,” 
Zielinski said. “There’s no reason that 
some producers of some mechanical 
parts are still owned by the state. 
Then step-by-step the investors will 
be coming.”

The outmigration of Ukrainian 
labor to such nations as Zielinski’s 
native Poland, where up to 2 million 
Ukrainians live, is a problem that 
needs to be addressed by business 
and government. In the short term, 
he said, the exodus puts upward 
pressure on salaries, faster than the 
economy is growing.

Educating workers
Besides providing jobs, Siemens is 
countering Ukraine’s brain drain 
through education initiatives 
to help power Ukraine’s digital 
transformation.

“We need to improve skills,” he 
said. The start is a Siemens edu-
cation center, a “digital laborato-
ry, wholly equipped and designed 
by Siemens” at Lviv Polytechnic 
National University.

“This was our pilot project,” he 
said, of the effort that will likely 
involve branching out into other 
institutes around Ukraine.

Getting past controversy
Siemens has had to navigate political 
controversies, most seriously, from 
Ukraine’s standpoint when the com-
pany’s turbines ended up in Kremlin-
occupied Crimea in violation of 
international trade sanctions in 2016. 
Siemens weathered the controver-
sy, insisting that the turbines were 
meant for the Russian mainland, and 
weren’t supposed to be transferred 
to the Ukrainian peninsula.

Many in Ukraine find the expla-
nation implausible, but Zielinski said 
Siemens did nothing wrong, as CEO 
Joe Kaeser explained to Foreign 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin in person.

“Siemens took the legal action 
against the company that delivered 
the turbines and lost in court, but 
also took additional measures to 
prevent such situation in the future,” 
Zielinski said, especially in working 
with state-owned energy companies 
in Russia. “This is how the things 
were.”

Another dust-up came when 
Naftogaz head Andriy Soboloyev last 
year said that Siemens, under pres-
sure from Russia, did not want to sell 
equipment to Ukraine’s state-owned 
Naftogaz energy monopoly. “There 
were business reasons we didn’t 
come to an agreement,” Zielinski 
said. He said he “cannot even imag-
ine” Siemens would not do business 
in one country because of pressure 
from another country.

Siemens, however, had a major 
scandal and paid large fines in the 
early 2000s after settling cases 
of alleged bribery. It led to a 
major transformation within the 
company.

“We are a company with the val-
ues of integrity,” Zielinski said. “Our 
aspiration is to serve the customer 
the best we can. We are always com-
pliant with rules and regulations. We 
have instilled an ownership culture. 
If you feel yourself as the owner 
of the company, you never go for 
dirty business and you behave with 
responsibility. I can guarantee you 
we don’t have any corruption issues 
in Ukraine. This is not a strategy or 
tactic. This is the foundation of our 
activities.”

Charter of Trust
Siemens and other companies glob-
ally are spearheading the Charter of 
Trust movement to improve aware-
ness of the importance of having 
excellent cybersecurity, another 
service that the company provides. 
Some are high-tech solutions, while 
others are common sense: shutting 
down computers not in use and not 
writing down passwords.

“The charter of trust is to empha-
size how important cybersecurity is 
and to set the measures with other 
companies to exchange knowledge 
and creat standards,” he said.

First time in Ukraine
Zielinski, 44, who is also an elected 
member of the European Business 
Association, has a mechanical engi-
neering background and had never 
worked in Ukraine before this assign-
ment. But he’s worked in Poland and 
Russia since joining the company in 
2003.

He got a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration from Oxford 
Brookes University in the United 
Kingdom. He speaks, English, Polish, 
Russian and German. He is married 
with two children, enjoys running 
and listening to live music in his 
spare time. Since he travels a lot for 
his job, he prefers to spend weekends 
in Kyiv with friends and family.

From the architecture to culture, 
food and friendliness of people, 
“I like Kyiv a lot. It was a very posi-
tive surprise.” 

Siemens from page 9

Siemens says Ukraine has potential, but 
needs better PR and business climate
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Siemens engineer Danish Lars Birkmann works on a Siemens wind turbine on Nov. 6, 2015. (AFP)
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“Noteworthy to emphasize is that 
in previous years the number of 
Ukrainian Armed Forces units were 
reduced, so were military installa-
tions and separate territorial military 
camps, which created the condi-
tions for Defense (Ministry) land and 
funds to be acquired illegally,” Col. 
Oleksandr Motuzyanyk, acting head 
of the ministry’s communication and 
press management department, said. 

Zahoor, owner and chairman of 
ISTIL Group, has called the Defense 
Ministry’s efforts a “raider” attack 
and has vowed to fight to keep the 
property and the land on which it 
sits for which he paid some $3 mil-
lion to the city of Kyiv. 

On Oct. 22, the Kyiv Economic 
Court of Appeal will hear Zahoor’s case 
to reverse a lower court’s ruling that 
invalidated the contract of sale and 
purchase of the land plot eight years 
ago in favor of the Defense Ministry. 

The Pakistani-born investor says 
the properties were in a dilapidated 
state when they were purchased and 
that no construction was done there 
since 2001. 

He retrospectively learned that a 
mysterious company registered in 
rural Rivne oblast had signed a con-
tract in March 2017 with the Defense 
Ministry’s construction authority to 
build a residential complex at the 
same address – two months before 

he had registered land ownership 
upon completing five yearly install-
ment payments to the city. 

Three companies had bid for the 
Defense Ministry’s proposal to build a 
residential complex on 24A Sichovykh 
Striltsiv Street. Founded in 2015 in the 
village of Horodok, Prombud-M won 

despite having less than $300 in char-
ter capital and none of the required 
licenses from the State Architectural 
and Construction Authority. 

The company, Prombud-M, had 
also challenged the land sale to 
Zahoor’s Parker Plus firm with the 
economic court and included the 

Kyiv City Council as a defendant. 
The Defense Ministry would later 
join as co-plaintiff. 

Zahoor lost the initial land sale 
and purchase case on May 22 on the 
eve that the judicial mandate of the 
presiding judge, Vladyslav Demydov, 
was due to expire. 

“We consider this decision as out-
rageous and illegal and appealed…
it,” Zahoor said. 

Property purchase
Before the land was bought, Zahoor 
first purchased the properties from 
a third party “that had all the nec-
essary title documents and who 
had paid around $1 million to the 
Ministry of Defense for this proper-
ty,” he said. 

The Military Prosecutor’s Office 
and Defense Ministry along with two 
private companies challenged the 
sale immediately. Zahoor eventually 
won all the court cases related to 
the properties, which culminated in a 
Dec. 24, 2009 Supreme Court ruling. 

The third party company – 
Ukraine-Metal Ltd. – that had sold 
the properties to Zahoor was also 
sued. It was ordered to pay the 
equivalent of $900,000 at that 
time to the Defense Ministry’s con-
struction authority in July 2009 as 
compensation. 

“Overregulation” and the “lack 
of effective planning coordina-
tion” stimulates “subjective deci-
sion-making and unaccountabili-
ty” at the Defense Ministry, said 
Lada Roslycky of the Independent 
Defense Ant i -Cor rupt ion 
Committee (NAKO), a corruption 
watchdog that was established by 
Ukrainian activists and interna-
tional experts. 

Watchdog: ‘Defense Ministry plagued by poor 
planning, overregulation, lack of accountability’

Mohammad Zahoor, chairman of the ISTIL Group, speaks with the Kyiv Post on Sept. 27 in his headquarters on 
Taras Shevchenko Boulevard near Victory Square. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)
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By Toma Istomina, Daria Shulzhenko, Artur Korniienko

Friday, Oct. 12
Classical music

Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev. Symphonic 
Orchestra. National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 
180-400 

Live music
Tribute to Russian rock group Splean 
by Maxi Jam (rock). Docker Pub. 10 p.m. Hr 
125-1,400 

Clubs
Worn Pop: Magic Island (electronic DJ 
sets). Closer. 8 p.m. Hr 200 

Low: Manfredas (electronic DJ sets). Closer. 
11:55 p.m. Price to be announced. Visitors 
must be over 21 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

MixTape (installation by Taras Makar com-
bining songs and graphics created to depict 
them). Nebo Art Gallery. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Free 

Women. Equality. Politics (image exhibi-
tion by Ukrainian and foreign artists exploring 
gender equality and access to politics for 
women). America House. 12-9 p.m. Free. 
Bring ID 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 
graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

On the Other Side of Civilization (paint-
ings by Ukrainian artist Astian Rey portraying 
our ancient ancestors as full of knowledge 
and wisdom). Dom. 2 p.m. - 2 a.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

Ukrainian Trans-Avantgarde (paintings by 
Ukrainian artist Valentyn Sirenko). Kyiv History 
Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 
45. Hr 30 for school and university students, 
retirees 

Dreamcatcher (graphics by Ukrainian artist 
Pavlo Bedzir). Dukat Gallery. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Free 

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Shows
Attila (metalcore, nu metal). Bingo. 8 p.m. Hr 
750-1,000 

Ionnalee (synth, dream, indie pop). Bel Étage. 
8 p.m. Hr 850-2,499 

Rachel Therrien (jazz, trumpet). Caribbean 
Club. 8 p.m. Hr 350-1,000 

Zhadan & Sobaky (ska, punk, metal). Atlas. 
8 p.m. Hr 250-500 

Movies
All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
11:20 a.m, 1:10 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 11:25 a.m, 3:05 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

Now You See Me (thriller). America House. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Bring ID 

Theater
Madama Buterfly (opera in Italian). National 
Opera. 7 p.m. Hr 50-600 

Taking the Stage (mini-festival of British 
drama). Dovzhenko Center. 6 p.m. One day 
entrance - Hr 70 

Saturday, Oct. 13
Live music

National Capella of Bandurists (Ukrainian 
folk songs). National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 
70-250 

Bohdan Sovyk and Woodstock (60s-70s 
rock covers). Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 100-
750 

Clubs
Boiler Room x Cxema (electronic DJ sets 
by Stanislav Tolkachev, Voin Oruwu, Wulffius 
and others). Former Tetra Pak Plant. 11 p.m. 
Online ticket - Hr 340, ticket at the entrance 
- Hr 450 

Wordless (electronic DJ sets by Steevio & 
Suzybee, Yone-ko, Borys, Timur). Closer. 11:55 
p.m. Hr 250-330. Visitors must be over 21 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

MixTape (installation by Taras Makar com-
bining songs and graphics created to depict 
them). Nebo Art Gallery. 1:30-3 p.m. Free 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 

graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

On the Other Side of Civilization (paint-
ings by Ukrainian artist Astian Rey portraying 
our ancient ancestors as full of knowledge 
and wisdom). Dom. 2 p.m. - 2 a.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

Ukrainian Trans-Avantgarde (paintings by 
Ukrainian artist Valentyn Sirenko). Kyiv History 
Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 
45. Hr 30 for school and university students, 
retirees 

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Ukrainian Coat Days and Accessories 
Market (by Ukrainian brands). Vsi Svoi D12. 
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Free 

Ulichnaya Eda. BBQ (wings, ribs, shashlik 
and other food and drinks market). Platforma 
Art Factory. 10 a.m. - 11 p.m. One-day 
entrance - Hr 100. Free for people with 
disabilities, war veterans, children under 15, 
families with three or more children and 
people who have a birthday on any of the 
festival days 

Shows 
Cooper Phillip and Chaz Mason (pop). 
Caribbean Club. 7 p.m. Hr 180-880 

Max Tovstyi (blues). MK Music Space. 8 p.m. 
Hr 100 

Movies
Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 11:50 a.m, 3:05 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
12:10 p.m, 2:20 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Bad Times at the El Royale (thriller, mys-
tery). Zhovten. 3:25 p.m. Hr 80-100. Multiplex 
(SkyMall). 6 p.m. Hr 105-210  

Theater
Julie (drama, naturalism, theater recording). 
Multiplex (Lavina Mall). 3 p.m. Hr 190-240 

La Dame aux Camélias (ballet). National 
Opera. 7 p.m. Hr 50-600 

Taking the Stage (mini-festival of British 
drama). Dovzhenko Center. 6 p.m. One day 
entrance - Hr 70 

Sunday, Oct. 14
Live music

Khoreia Kozatska Ensemble (Ukrainian 
songs, music, poems). National Philharmonic. 
7 p.m. Hr 70-250 

Way Station: In Space (rock). Kyiv 
Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Opera Under the Starry Sky. Kyiv 
Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

MixTape (installation by Taras Makar com-
bining songs and graphics created to depict 
them). Nebo Art Gallery. 12-3 p.m. Free 

On the Other Side of Civilization (paint-
ings by Ukrainian artist Astian Rey portraying 
our ancient ancestors as full of knowledge 
and wisdom). Dom. 2-11 p.m. Free  

Ukrainian Trans-Avantgarde (paintings by 
Ukrainian artist Valentyn Sirenko). Kyiv History 
Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 
45. Hr 30 for school and university students, 
retirees 

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Ukrainian Coat Days and Accessories 
Market (by Ukrainian brands). Vsi Svoi D12. 
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Free 

Ulichnaya Eda. BBQ (wings, ribs, shashlik 
and other food and drinks market). Platforma 
Art Factory. 10 a.m. - 11 p.m. One-day 
entrance - Hr 100. Free for people with 
disabilities, war veterans, children under 15, 
families with three or more children and 
people who have a birthday on any of the 
festival days 

Movies
Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 12:35 p.m, 3:05 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
10:50 a.m, 2:25 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Shows
Carpenter Brut (electro-wave). Bingo. 7 p.m. 
Hr 700-1,400 

Inaia (pop). MK Music Space. 7 p.m. Hr 200 

Big Green Bag (southern rock). Docker Pub. 
8 p.m. Hr 100-1,050 

Digital 21 and Stefan Oldsal (electronic, 
alternative, rock). Caribbean Club. 8 p.m. Hr 
690-1,590 

Pouya (rap, hip hop). Atlas. 8 p.m. Hr 650-
1,150 

Monday, Oct. 15
Miscellaneous

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

Ukrainian Trans-Avantgarde (paintings by 
Ukrainian artist Valentyn Sirenko). Kyiv History 
Museum. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 
45. Hr 30 for school and university students, 
retirees 

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Movies
Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 11:50 a.m, 3:05 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
12:10 p.m, 2:20 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Bad Times at the El Royale (thriller, mys-
tery). Zhovten. 3:25 p.m. Hr 80-100 

Tuesday, Oct. 16
Classical music

Stravinsky. National Symphonic Band. 
National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 70-300 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 
graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Movies
Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 12:40 p.m, 4:40 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
12:50 p.m, 3 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Bad Times at the El Royale (thriller, mys-
tery). Multiplex (Lavina Mall). 5 p.m. Hr 95-190 

Shows
Coolio (rap). Caribbean Club. 8 p.m. Hr 590-
2,099 

Theater
The Merry Wives of Windsor (comedy, the-
ater recording). Kyiv Cinema. 7 p.m. Hr 190 

Swan Lake (ballet). National Opera. 7 p.m. 
Hr 50-1,000 

‘Kurbas: New Worlds’
Mystetskyi Arsenal puts on a display of the worlds created by the 1920s 
avant-garde director Les Kurbas in his Kyiv and Kharkiv theater plays. 
Kurbas used the actors’ movement to represent an explosion at a 
factory, experimented with cinema to display the characters’ thoughts, 
and to transform them into mere images onstage. A big part of the 
Kurbas experience were also the cubist and futuristic theater sets, and 
music closely tied to the live action. Sets, costumes, photographs, and 
recordings of Kurbas’ plays can be seen in the art complex until Dec. 2.
“Kurbas: New Worlds.” Mystetskyi Arsenal (10-12 Lavrska St.) 
Oct. 17. 6:30 p.m. Oct. 18 - Dec. 2. Tue-Sun. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Hr 40-
80. Free for children under 12, people with disabilities, veterans 
and any museum employees.

(C
o
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rt
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y) Oct. 17- Dec. 2

The Hardkiss
Ukrainian band The Hardkiss has been recognized as the best local rock band by the YUNA music awards for the 
two last years in a row. The band broke through with the song “Make-Up” six years ago and has been constantly 
raising the bar ever since. Famous for their explosive energy and the impressive vocals of the lead singer Yulia 
Sanina, the band is getting ready to present their new album “Zalizna Lastivka” (Iron Swallow) at one of the biggest 
halls in the country, Palace of Sports. 
The Hardkiss. Palace of Sports (1 Sportyvna Sq.) Oct. 19. 7 p.m. Hr 700-2,200
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Classical Music
 National Philharmonic of Ukraine 
(2 Volodymyrskyi Uzviz St.) +38044 
278 6291
 Kyiv Planetarium (57/3 Velyka 
Vasylkivska St.) +38044 338 1991

Live Music
 Caribbean Club (4 Petliury St.) 
+38067 224 4111
 Docker-G Pub (13/5 Ihorivska St.) 

+38095 280 8340
 MK Music Space (57B Bohdana 
Khmelnytskoho St.) +38095 179 3834
 Cinema House (6 Saksahanskoho 
St.) +38044 287 7557

Clubs
 Closer (31 Nyzhnoiurkivska St.) 
+38067 250 0308
 Former Tetra Pak Plant (82 
Mezhyhirska St.)
Miscellaneous
 Pinchuk Art Center (1/3-2 Velyka 

Vasylkivska St.) +38044 590 0858
 Vsi Svoi D12 (12 Desiatynna St.) 

www.facebook.com/vsi.svoi
 America House (6 Mykoly 

Pymonenka St.) +38063 343 0119
 Art 14 Gallery (14 Mykhailivskyi Ln.) 

+38044 461 9055
 Ya Gallery (49B Khoryva St.) +38044 

492 9203
 Dom Music Bar (10/5A Petra 

Sahaidachnoho St.) +38096 011 0515
 VDNH (1 Akademika Hlushkova 

Ave.) +38067 824 1631

 The Khanenko Museum (15-17 
Tereshchenkivska St.) +38044 235 
3290

 Nebo Art Gallery (14 Drahomyrova 
St.) +38099 964 7396

 Platforma Art Factory (1 Bilomorska 
St.) +38044 461 8810

 Kyiv History Museum (7 Bohdana 
Khmelnytskoho St.) +38044 520 28 25

 Dukat Gallery (8B Reitarska St.) 
+38044 279 5788

 Mystetskyi Arsenal (10-12 Lavrska 

St.) +38044 288 5225
 Reitarska Street

Movies
 Kyiv Cinema (19 Velyka Vasylkivska 

St.) +38044 234 7381
 Multiplex Cinema (Lavina Mall, 6D 

Berkovetska St.) 0800 505 333
 Zhovten Cinema (26 

Kostiantynivska St.) +38044 428 5757
 Multiplex Cinema (SkyMall, 2T 

Henerala Vatutina Ave.) 0800 505 333

Shows

 Bel Étage Music Hall (16A Shota 
Rustaveli St.) +38066 971 2666

 Docker’s ABC (15 Khreshchatyk St.) 
+38050 440 1525

 Docker Pub (25 Bohatyrska St.) 
+38050 358 5513

 Atlas (37-41 Sichovykh Striltsiv St.) 
+38067 155 2255

 MonteRay Live Stage (8 Prorizna 
St.) +38093 323 0644

 Bingo (112 Peremohy Ave.) +38067 
329 6580

 Ukraine Palace (103 Vasylkivska St.) 
+38044 247 2476

 Palace of Sports (1 Sportyvna 
Square) +38044 246 7405

Theater
 National Opera of Ukraine (50 

Volodymyrska St.) +38044 234 7165
 Dovzhenko Center (1 Vasylkivska 

St., Stage 6) +38044 201 6574
 National Music Academy of Ukraine 

(1-3/11, Arkhitektora Horodetskoho 
St.) +38044 279 1242

Venues

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Classical music

Arkadiy Vynokurov (violin). National 
Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 70-300 

Live music
Interstellar (organ show). Kyiv Planetarium. 
7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 
graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Kurbas: New Worlds (exhibition dedicated 
to outstanding Ukrainian theater director Les 
Kurbas reconstructs sets, costumes, sketches 
and posters of his plays, as well as fea-
tures photographs and recordings of plays). 
Mystetskyi Arsenal. 6:30-9 p.m. Hr 80. Hr 40 
for retirees, school and university students. 
Free for children under 12, people with dis-
abilities of the 1st, 2nd group, veterans and 
any museum employees 

Movies
Victory Day (documentary in German, 
English, and Russian with Ukrainian subtitles). 
Zhovten. 12:40 p.m, 4:40 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

All These Sleepless Nights (drama in 
Polish with Ukrainian subtitles). Zhovten. 
12:50 p.m, 3 p.m., 7:05 p.m. Hr 50-90 

7 Days (drama in Italian). Kyiv Cinema. 7 p.m. 
Hr 50 

Shows
Season of Melancholy and Bad Pit (metal, 
alternative, grunge). Docker Pub. 8 p.m. Hr 
100-1,050 

Slaves (punk rock). Atlas. 8 p.m. Hr 890-
1,590 

Theater
Julie (drama, naturalism, theater recording). 
Multiplex (SkyMall). 7:30 p.m. Hr 190 

Faust (opera in French). National Opera. 7 
p.m. Hr 50-600 

Thursday, Oct. 18
Live music

Jazz, Pop, Rock (orchestral show). Kyiv 
Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Silent Movies and Jazz (music from silent 
movies). Cinema House. 8 p.m. Hr 175-250 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 
graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Iron Endurance (exhibition of abstract 
paintings by Ukrainian war veteran Andriy 
Baranovsky to mark Ukraine’s Defender’s 
Day). America House. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Free. 
Bring ID 

Kurbas: New Worlds (exhibition dedicated 
to outstanding Ukrainian theater director Les 
Kurbas reconstructs sets, costumes, sketches 
and posters of his plays, as well as fea-
tures photographs and recordings of plays). 
Mystetskyi Arsenal. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Hr 80. Hr 
40 for retirees, school and university students. 
Free for children under 12, people with dis-
abilities of the 1st, 2nd group, veterans and 
any museum employees 

Movies
Transit (drama in German). Kyiv Cinema. 7 
p.m. Hr 80 

Shows
Kaia (Georgian ethno jazz). Docker Pub. 8 
p.m. Hr 125-1,400 

Theater
Julius Caesar (ballet). National Opera. 7 p.m. 
Hr 50-600 

Friday, Oct. 19
Live music

Basel Men’s Choir. National Philharmonic. 7 
p.m. Hr 70-300 

Classics Under the Stars (Spanish sere-
nades). Kyiv Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-
400 

Clubs
Closer 5 Years Anniversary: Day 1 with 
Residents (electronic DJ sets). Closer. 11:55 
p.m. Price to be announced 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 

graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 
mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Iron Endurance (exhibition of abstract 
paintings by Ukrainian war veteran Andriy 
Baranovsky to mark Ukraine’s Defender’s 
Day). America House. 12-9 p.m. Free. Bring 
ID 

Kurbas: New Worlds (exhibition dedicated 
to outstanding Ukrainian theater director Les 
Kurbas reconstructs sets, costumes, sketches 
and posters of his plays, as well as fea-
tures photographs and recordings of plays). 
Mystetskyi Arsenal. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Hr 80. Hr 
40 for retirees, school and university students. 
Free for children under 12, people with dis-
abilities of the 1st, 2nd group, veterans and 
any museum employees 

Shows
The Hardkiss (progressive pop, rock). Palace 
of Sports. 7 p.m. Hr 700-2,200 

Vasyl Popadyuk (classical, world music, 
jazz). Ukraine Palace. 8 p.m. Hr 200-2,000 

DaKooka (indie, pop). MonteRay. 8 p.m. Hr 
250-450 

Tabula Rasa (rock). Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 125-1,400 

Luiku (world music, dance). Docker Pub. 10 
p.m. Hr 100-750 

Theater
The Children of the Night (ballet). National 
Opera. 7 p.m. Hr 100-2,500 

Saturday, Oct. 20
Live music

The Usafe Band: Glenn Miller Show (jazz). 
National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 100-600 

Godwin Louis (jazz, saxophone). Caribbean 
Club. 8 p.m. Hr 250-1,000 

Eric Clapton Tribute (blues). Docker-G Pub. 
9 p.m. Hr 100-125 

Ethno Under the Stars (Victor Verba). Kyiv 
Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Clubs
Closer 5 Years Anniversary: Day 2 with 
Andrés (electronic Dj sets by Andrés, Roman 
K, SE62). Closer. 11:55 p.m. Price to be 
announced 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

Leisure and Entertainment (paintings and 
graphics by Volodymyr Yershyhin deriding the 

mediocrity of modern society). Art 14. 12-7 
p.m. Free  

Nothing (paintings by Nina Denysova 
expressing her love for the art of painting). Ya 
Gallery. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free  

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Iron Endurance (exhibition of abstract 
paintings by Ukrainian war veteran Andriy 
Baranovsky to mark Ukraine’s Defender’s 
Day). America House. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Free. 
Bring ID 

Kurbas: New Worlds (exhibition dedicated 
to outstanding Ukrainian theater director Les 
Kurbas reconstructs sets, costumes, sketches 
and posters of his plays, as well as fea-
tures photographs and recordings of plays). 
Mystetskyi Arsenal. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Hr 80. Hr 
40 for retirees, school and university students. 
Free for children under 12, people with dis-
abilities of the 1st, 2nd group, veterans and 
any museum employees 

Kurazh Bazar Birthday. Flashback to 90’s 
(charity flea market, food, drinks and enter-
tainment). VDNH. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. One-day 
entrance - Hr 100. Free for veterans, people 
with disabilities, children under 12, pregnant 
women, retirees and those who have a birth-
day on one of the market days 

Raion Block Party. Fall (market of both old 
and new goods, music and entertainment 
aiming to raise money for the development 
of Reitarska Street). Reitarska Street. 12-10 
p.m. Free 

Movies
The Young Karl Marx (biography, drama in 
German). Kyiv Cinema. 7 p.m. Hr 70 

Shows
Inaia (pop). MK Music Space. 7 p.m. Hr 200 

Wildways (emo, hardcore). Atlas. 7 p.m. Hr 
350-600 

Nizkiz (rock, alternative). MonteRay. 8 p.m. 
Hr 180-300 

Mad Heads UA (rock, ska). Docker’s ABC. 10 
p.m. Hr 125-1,400 

Theater
The Children of the Night (ballet). National 
Opera. 7 p.m. Hr 100-2,500 

Samson and Delilah (opera recording in 
French). Multiplex (Lavina Mall). 7:55 p.m. Hr 
190-240 

Sunday, Oct. 21
Classical music

Masterpieces of Chamber Music 
(Beethoven, Schubert, Frank, Donizetti). 
National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 70-250   

Live music
Jimi Hendrix Experience Tribute (rock, 
blues). Docker-G Pub. 9 p.m. Free 

Mystery of Sound (flute, duduk). Kyiv 
Planetarium. 7:30 p.m. Hr 200-400 

Miscellaneous
Democracy Anew? (mixed exhibition by 
international artists exploring the modern 
transformation of democracy). Pinchuk Art 
Center. 12-9 p.m. Free 

Freedom vs. Empire (paintings, graphics 
about the French Revolution of the 18th 
century). The Khanenko Museum. 10:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. Hr 7-27 

My Planet (paintings by Ukrainian artist 
Valentyna Zasutska depicting her world - 
people, traveling, passions and everything 
around). Kyiv History Museum. 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Regular ticket - Hr 45. Hr 30 for school 
and university students, retirees 

Kurbas: New Worlds (exhibition dedicated 
to outstanding Ukrainian theater director Les 
Kurbas reconstructs sets, costumes, sketches 
and posters of his plays, as well as fea-
tures photographs and recordings of plays). 
Mystetskyi Arsenal. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. Hr 80. Hr 
40 for retirees, school and university students. 
Free for children under 12, people with dis-
abilities of the 1st, 2nd group, veterans and 
any museum employees 

Kurazh Bazar Birthday. Flashback to 90’s 
(charity flea market, food, drinks and enter-
tainment). VDNH. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. One-day 
entrance - Hr 100. Free for veterans, people 
with disabilities, children under 12, pregnant 
women, retirees and those who have a birth-
day on one of the market days 

Movies
Nureyev: All the World His Stage (docu-
mentary). Kyiv Cinema. 3 p.m. Hr 190 

Shows
Jenia Galich (rock). Docker Pub. 8 p.m. Hr 
150-1,750 

Theater
Teulis (shadow play). National Music 
Academy. 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 7 p.m. Hr 190-650 

Raion Block 
Party. Fall 
The second Raion Block Party. 
Fall will turn Reitarska Street 
into the most festive and 
loud street in the capital. The 
festival was organized by the 
owners of the enterprises 
located at Reitarska Street, 
with the first Block Party held 
on July 21. Featuring various 
exhibitions, music, as well 
as a market of both old and 
new goods, Raion Block Party 
also aims to raise money for 
the development of Reitarska 
Street. 
Raion Block Party. Fall. 
Reitarska Street. Oct. 20. 12-10 p.m. Free

Oct. 20

Coolio
The coolest 90s rapper (as suggested by his stage name) will turn Kyiv’s 
Caribbean Club into a “Gangsta’s Paradise” for a change. Known best for 
this Grammy-winning hit, Coolio will visit Ukraine for the first time. Now in 
his mid-50s, the artist tours around the world performing his collaborative 
and solo songs with a live band.
Coolio. Caribbean Club (4 Petliury St.) Oct. 16. 8 p.m. Hr 590-2,099
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From then on, Manafort would work 
for the Party of Regions, burnishing 
the image of then-Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych in Ukraine and 
in Western capitals while running 
errands for the party’s wealthy back-
ers around the world.

Documents from the court cases 
that have dogged Manafort since 
then, and interviews with those who 
encountered him during this period, 
tell a markedly different story about 
his time in Ukraine than has previ-
ously been portrayed. He comes off 
as a man intimately acquainted with 
post-Soviet dealmaking, leading him 
to break the law in running an illegal 
pro-Western lobbying campaign to 
convince the European Union to 
sign an Association Agreement with 
Ukraine.

Manafort pitched the campaign to 
Yanukovych in practical terms — “to 
ensure that you never have to deal 
with a 2004 scenario again” — a 
reference to the Orange Revolution, 
which saw Yanukovych lose in a 
repeat second-round presidential 
vote to Viktor Yushchenko.

Manafort pleaded guilty to failing 
to register as a foreign agent in 
September after being convicted of 
tax and bank fraud in an August 
trial. He has agreed to cooperate 
with the investigation of Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller, appointed 
to investigate Russian meddling in 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election.

The big three
While court documents and trial tes-
timony show that six Ukrainian oli-
garchs and public officials financed 
Manafort’s work, three people stand 
out as playing the biggest roles 

during his time in Ukraine.
They are Akhmetov, Yanukovych 

Presidential Administration Chief 
Serhiy Lovochkin, and billionaire gas 
trader Dmytro Firtash.

Each has his own distinct inter-
ests, shaped by their separate 
backgrounds.

Akhmetov
Akhmetov emerged from the bloody 
world of Donetsk in the 1990s as the 
billionaire head of System Capital 
Management — a steel and ener-

gy conglomerate spanning all of 
Ukraine, but with a focus in the 
country’s east.

With huge cash flows, Akhmetov 
began to invest in politics, supporting 
the candidacy of Viktor Yanukovych 
in the 2004 presidential election.

Yanukovych lost in a runoff elec-
tion to Viktor Yushchenko, after 
mass voting fraud provoked protests 
known as the Orange Revolution.

It was in this tumult that Manafort 
first came to Ukraine, arriving in 
December 2004 ostensibly to work 

on a potential IPO for SCM.
But in a 2010 memo to Yanukovych, 

Manafort himself says that his work 
for SCM was a front.

“As we did in the early days, with 
SCM being my technical client while 
I, in fact, focused on your program, 
we would find another client (pref-
erably not SCM since they have had 
this burden already), who would pay 
for my services under a multi-year 
contract,” Manafort wrote.

An Akhmetov spokesman denied 
the veracity of Manafort’s statement 

in the memo, saying that SCM had 
not worked with Manafort since 
2005.

Prosecutors accused Manafort in 
his first trial of operating undis-
closed shell companies in Cyprus to 
receive money from his Ukrainian 
clients, supposedly on the advice of 
former deputy Prime Minister and 
Akhmetov ally Borys Kolesnikov.

Kolesnikov disputed the notion 
that Manafort would have needed 
help.

“So Paul Manafort, arriving in 
Ukraine after 80 election campaigns 
in 20 countries of the world, need-
ed someone’s advice???” Kolesnikov 
wrote in a Facebook message.

“It’s as ridiculous as the black 
ledger,” he added, referring to the 
handwritten ledger of secret pay-
ments alleged to have been made 
by Yanukovych’s Party of Regions, 
found after the former president fled 
Ukraine.

Lovochkin
The vast majority of Manafort’s pay-
ments — in the order of around $40 
million — ended up coming from 
Lovochkin, a tall, well-connected 
Kyivan who came out of the coun-
try’s political elite.

His father, Volodymyr, was a long-
time official in Ukraine’s Interior 
Ministry. Volodymyr Lovochkin 
worked as director of the prison 
service’s punishment enforcement 
department at the same time that 
his son was scaling the Kyiv political 
ladder — a useful position in a world 
where Yanukovych, a convicted felon 
who served time in Soviet prisons, 
was playing a kingmaker role in 

Manafort’s dirty work 
financed by oligarchs
Manafort from page 1

Former Yanukovych Presidential Administration Chief Serhiy Lovochkin (R) looks on quizically at a panel at the 
2015 YES Conference, seated next to former Polish President Aleksandr Kwasniewski. Lovochkin funnelled 
money into and Kwasniewski took part in a covert, international lobbying campaign to convince the European 
Union to overlook the imprisonment of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and sign an Association 
Agreement with Ukraine. (Volodymyr Petrov)

more Manafort on page 15



A d v e r t i s e m e n t

Peter Latos

-

-

It’s a privilege to be appointed as Head of Advi-
sory. We are seeing a rapidly changing business 
environment in Ukraine, where companies are 
having to address an increasingly complex range 
of issues. We have built a team of advisors with 

the breadth and depth of experience required to help clients solve their most 
critical business challenges. I’m thrilled to be leading our Advisory practice dur-
ing this period, and helping clients to shape the future of their businesses,

-

-

-
-
-

-
 

Olivia Allison

-
-

I have enjoyed my time in Ukraine, helping to 
build up a large local team and working with 
Ukrainian and international businesses to help 
them to manage risk and improve compliance. 
Our growth in Risk Consulting – and in Advisory 
as a whole – is testament to the development 
that of the business culture in the country,

-

-

Olivia’s promotion to partnership is a credit to her personal achievements and 
our recognition of her extensive expertise in fraud investigations, anti-bribery 
services, anti-money laundering and forensic technology in the international 

-
velopment of our Forensic and Risk Consulting practice

Oksana Olekhova

I am pleased to join the Partners’ team and 
anticipate there being numerous opportunities 
ahead for KPMG’s International Tax Team in 
Ukraine. Having broad managerial experience 
and strong team, I’m looking forward to sup-
porting our clients in achieving their goals, as 
well as implementing measureable changes and 
results,

-
-

-

-

We are very pleased with the continued growth of our Tax & Legal practice in 

impact on continued development of Tax & Legal practice in Ukraine

Peter Latos Oksana OlekhovaOlivia Allison
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Ukrainian politics.
The younger Lovochkin entered 

politics in the 1990s through the 
banking sector, before becoming an 
aide in the Kuchma government and 
an advisor to then-Donetsk Oblast 
Governor Yanukovych.

Lovochkin quickly earned him-
self a reputation as a dealmak-
er. According to Opposition Bloc 
Member of Parliament Nestor 
Shufrich, a former Party of Regions 
member, “in December 2004, and at 
the end of November, the 'Orange' 
protestors had access to Kuchma 
precisely through (Lovochkin).” The 
two sides “reached an agreement 
through Lovochkin,” he added.

By 2006, Lovochkin had become 
an official in Yanukovych’s Cabinet 
of Ministers, while the Ukrainian 
press began to link him with oligarch 
Firtash.

Firtash
From a small village in Ukraine’s 
west, Firtash began to pop up in the 
early 2000s as a businessman deliv-
ering gas from Turkmenistan while 
buying up fertilizer plants.

His empire metastasized through-
out the decade, culminating in 
RosUkrEnergo: a middleman com-
pany formed to move gas from 
Russia, through Ukraine, to Western 
Europe that later dissolved amid 
accusations of mafia involvement 
and price inflation.

The RosUkrEnergo case drew the 
attention of the U.S. government, 
while Firtash continued to play a 
kingmaking role in the Party of 
Regions specifically, and in Ukrainian 
politics as a whole.

Firtash and Lovochkin control the 
Inter TV channel, one of Ukraine’s 
most influential media sources, and a 

useful tool for their political projects.
Narodniy Front Member of 

Parliament Serhiy Vysotsky told the 
Kyiv Post last month that Lovochkin 
would provide access to Firtash in 
exchange for financing.

“Lovochkin guaranteed entrance 
to the necessary offices… under 
Yanukovych or (Viktor) Yushchenko, 
and Firtash worked out the busi-
ness schemes. And through the busi-
ness schemes he bought influence, 
through Inter, the Party of Regions, 
and later the Opposition Bloc,” he 
said.

Turning to EU
Manafort worked with the 
above-mentioned three up through 
the 2010 presidential election, 
which saw Yanukovych beat Yulia 
Tymoshenko in a runoff.

In a meeting with U. S. Ambassador 
John Tefft in the runup to the elec-
tion, Manafort purportedly said that 
he had “a double-digit lead” against 
Tymoshenko, who was “moving to 
discredit the election process as the 
only means of stopping Yanukovych.”

After Yanukovych’s election, 
Manafort turned his sights on the 
government’s foreign outreach. In 
a memo to Yanukovych two weeks 
after his victory, Manafort laid out 
a strategy in which he would be 
the “manager” of “a plan to man-
age strategy, public relations and 
international affairs for President 
Yanukovych.”

The document calls for the gov-
ernment to “develop advocates with-
in the diplomatic and political com-
munities of Europe and the United 
States” in order “to ensure that you 
never have to deal with a 2004 sce-
nario again.”

A big part of the campaign was 
managing Ukraine’s move towards 
signing an Association Agreement 

and trade agreement with the EU.
Caught by a mixture of geography, 

history, and politics between Russia 
and Europe, Ukraine would use the 
deal to edge towards EU accession 
and away from Kremlin influence.

Memos released by prosecutors 
after Manafort’s plea deal show him 
masterminding a covert lobbying 
campaign in favor of Ukraine taking 
a European path.

In one June 2012 memo to associ-
ates Konstantin Kilimnik, Rick Gates, 
and Alan Friedman, Manafort said 
it was necessary “to aggressively 
promote Ukraine’s compliance with 
(Western) demands and make the 
case that Ukraine is committed to 
building a democratic society.”

Officials working in Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the 
time told the Kyiv Post that the 
government’s main priorities were 
tamping down criticism of the 2011 
prosecution and imprisonment of 
Tymoshenko, vetting a new crim-
inal code written by Presidential 
Administration aide Andriy Portnov, 
and portraying the 2012 parliamen-
tary elections as free and fair.

“We should make the case that if 
the West is serious about helping to 

build a rule of law society, it should 
stop attacking Ukraine and begin to 
work with the government to train 
and assist in the implementation of 
the new laws,” Manafort wrote in the 
memo, adding that he intended “to 
assemble a small group of high-lev-
el European highly influencial (sic) 
champions and politically credible 
friends who can act informally and 
without any visible relationship to 
the Government of Ukraine.”

The campaign continued through 
2013, with most of the financing com-
ing from Lovochkin. A report in BNE 
Intellinews shows that Manafort flew 
around Europe for the campaign on 
Lovochkin’s aircraft.

By the time the November 2013 
EU summit in Vilnius came around, 
Brussels was ready to ink the agree-
ment. But Yanukovych, susceptible to 
buyouts, was not — he refused to sign 
the deal, sparking protests on Kyiv’s 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti Square.

The protests started small, with 
students huddled on Maidan. But 
in the early morning of Nov. 30, a 
Berkut unit brutally attacked the stu-
dents, sparking huge demonstrations 
the next day which later snowballed 
into a revolution that took down 

Yanukovych.
It’s not clear who ordered the cat-

alyzing attack on the students, but 
one theory — supported by Interior 
Minister Arsen Avakov and oligarch 
Ihor Kolomoisky — holds Lovochkin 
responsible for the attack.

Lovochkin denies the accusation, 
telling the Kyiv Post in a statement 
“let me remind you that I submitted 
my resignation because of President 
Yanukovych’s decision to refuse to 
sign the (free trade agreement with 
the EU) at the Eastern Partnership 
Summit in Vilnius in November 2013, 
and (because of) the use of force 
against peaceful protesters in Kyiv 
following it.” His press service said 
investigators had found no evidence 
of his involvement.

Investigations have focused on 
two officials who allegedly gave 
direct orders for the purge — one is 
Vladimir Sivkovych, a former KGB 
agent who worked with the Davis 
Manafort firm in Kyiv, and the other 
is then-Kyiv City Administration 
Chairman Oleksandr Popov.

In a leaked phone call with 

Manafort from page 14

Members of the Berkut attack and arrest student protesters on the morning of Nov. 30, 2013. The violent 
crackdown helped catalyze huge protests that eventually brought down ex-President Viktor Yanukovych  
(UNIAN) 

Manafort’s illegal 
lobbying campaign 
raises new questions 
about EuroMaidan

more Manafort on page 16
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Source: Kyiv Post, court documents

Manafort's time in Ukraine: from Donetsk to prison

Manafort’s team begins 
working with the Party of 
Regions on Akhmetov’s 
recommendation.

Oligarch Dmytro Firtash hires 
Manafort to scout out 
redeveloping Drake Hotel in 
New York for $850 million, 
with Firtash investing $100 
million.

Manafort emails Yanukovych 
regarding “Launch of public 
affairs plan,” laying out the 
strategy for “international 
affairs for President 
Yanukovych.”

Yanukovych refuses to sign 
the Association Agreement 
with the EU at a summit in 
Vilnius.

Yanukovych flees Ukraine for 
Russia.

Manafort writes to Serhiy 
Lovochkin, Akhmetov, and 
Opposition Bloc leadership on 
a “roadmap” for the fall 2014 
elections. 

NYT publishes story on 
Manafort’s appearance in the 
Black Ledger.

Manafort indicted on illegal 
lobbying, money laundering 
charges in Washington DC 
federal court.

A Virginia federal jury convicts 
Manafort on five counts of tax 
fraud, two counts of bank 
fraud, one count of failing to 
report a foreign account.

Viktor Yanukovych elected 
president in runoff against 
Yulia Tymoshenko.

Manafort emails a plan “to 
aggressively promote 
Ukraine’s compliance with 
[Western] demands” to Rick 
Gates, Konstantin Kilimnik, 
and others, creating the 
Hapsburg Group. 

During the early days of the 
EuroMaidan protests, Berkut 
attack and beat students 
protesting on the Maidan.

FBI interviews Manafort as 
part of anti-kleptocracy 
investigation into stolen 
Yanukovych assets.

Ukrainska Pravda Chief Editor 
Sevgil Musaieva and lawmak-
er Serhiy Leshchenko 
announce that they have a 
“black ledger” showing 
off-books accounting from the 
Party of Regions.

Manafort resigns from Trump 
campaign.

Manafort indicted on tax 
fraud, undisclosed accounts 
charges in Virginia federal 
court.

Manafort pleads guilty to an 
illegal lobbying charge, agrees 
to cooperate with the U.S. 
special counsel investigation. 

Paul Manafort first arrives in 
Ukraine, to Donetsk, in 
between the second and third 
rounds of the presidential 
election during the Orange 
Revolution. Rinat Akhmetov’s SCM 

industrial conglomerate hires 
Manafort to work on a 
western initial public offering 
for the company.

Manafort meets with 
then-U.S. Ambassador John 
Herbst to discuss upcoming 
elections, potential disenfran-
chisement to detriment of 
Party of Regions.

EARLY 2005

MARCH 21, 2006

FEB. 7, 2010

JUNE 25, 2012

NOV. 30, 2013

JULY 2014

MAY 31, 2016

AUG. 19, 2016

FEB. 22, 2018

SEPT. 14, 2018

MID-DECEMBER
2004

AUTUMN 2005

2008

FEB. 20, 2010

NOV. 26, 2013

FEB. 28, 2014

OCT. 29, 2014

AUG.15, 2016

OCT. 30, 2017

AUG. 21, 2018

UKRAINE

Bloc of Petro Poroshenko 
Member of Parliament Mustafa 
Nayyem, Kolomoisky called Popov 
“Lovochkin’s,” adding “I think there’s 
a question. Who owned Popov?”

Shufrich, the former Party of 
Regions member of parliament, said 
in December 2017 that “it couldn’t 
have happened without Lovochkin 
and Sivkovych.”

Concrete details of who ordered the 
attack — and whether Manafort had 
any role or knowledge of it — remain 
unknown. Those directly involved 
have scattered. Sivkovych fled to 
Russia in 2014, while Popov was fired 
over the beatings in December 2013, 
before being exonerated.

But an excerpt of hacked texts 
from Manafort’s daughters have lent 
more credence to the theory that 
the attack could have figured in a 
broader political campaign.

“To send those people out and 
get them slaughtered,” wrote one of 
Manafort’s daughters to the other. 
“Do you know whose strategy that 
was to cause that Revolts (sic) and 
whatnot?”

“As a tactic to outrage the world 
and get focus on Ukraine.”

She later called money her father 
had made in Ukraine, “blood money.”

Cops on the take
Yulia Tymoshenko was sentenced 
to seven years in prison after Kyiv 
Judge Rodion Kireyev found her 
guilty of abusing her authority on 
Oct. 11, 2011.

The international community con-
demned the verdict, with observers 
at the time seeing it as a major step 
away from accepting the legal norms 
required for eventual EU accession.

Manafort sprang into action, 
bringing in prestigious U.S. law firm 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher, & 
Flom to write a report whitewashing 
the prosecution. Heading the team 

was a former White House Counsel 
to Barack Obama, Gregory Craig.

Manafort’s plea agreement reveals, 
however, that Skadden was involved 
much more deeply than was previ-
ously known, and that an unnamed 
oligarch financed many of the firm’s 
activities.

The firm “was retained to rep-
resent Ukraine itself, including in 
connection with the Tymoshenko 
case and to provide training to the 
trial team prosecuting Tymoshenko,” 
Manafort’s plea agreement reads.

A lawsuit filed by Tymoshenko 
against Firtash in New York City 
claims that Firtash financed the 
Tymoshenko report; he contested 
the claim in court.

At the same time, Andriy Portnov 
was working on updating Ukraine’s 
criminal code from the 1962 Soviet 
version on which it was then based.

Ukrainian diplomats were faced 
with the task of convincing European 
bodies like the European Commission 
and the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe that the legal 
changes were legitimate and in line 
with European principles.

Manafort sent Portnov — who fled 
to Russia after EuroMaidan, before 
receiving residency in Austria — to 
Washington D. C. in February 2013. 
In a memo to Lovochkin about 
the visit, Manafort wrote “(the tone) 
was genuinely positive, open-minded, 
constructive, and did not focus on 
(Yulia Tymoshenko).”

Portnov continues to use his mas-
tery of the country’s criminal code to 
defend Ukrainians from afar.

“He knows how to use the crimi-
nal code — he created it,” said Kyiv 
political analyst Volodymyr Fesenko.

The enablers
None of this — neither Manafort’s 
mass movement of undeclared 
cash into the United States nor the 
lobbying campaign to legitimize 
Yanukovych — would have been pos-

sible without the help of rich, politi-
cally connected Westerners.

The Hapsburg Group was con-
ceived specifically to wield the influ-
ence that such people — in this case 
former Polish President Aleksandr 
Kwasniewski, former Austrian 
Chancellor Alfred Gusenbauer, 
and former Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi — could provide.

A section of one February 2013 
memo to Yanukovych — entitled 
“back-channel diplomacy” — describes 
the Hapsburg Group’s efforts to 
“finalize the (EU Association) 
agreement.”

Manafort wrote in the memo that 
the Hapsburg strategy had been 
successful in dispelling concerns 
over Tymoshenko’s prosecution and 
other issues, because “the partici-
pants are significant European lead-
ers who are viewed as objective 
regarding Ukraine. This has allowed 
them to make their points without 
any apparent self-interest, thus giv-
ing their comments more weight 
and impact.”

On the U.S. side, Skadden’s Greg 
Craig is under investigation for fail-
ing to register as a foreign agent as 
part of his engagement, U.S. media 
reports indicate.

He left the law firm in April 2018 
amid the investigation. Skadden 
refunded the Ukrainian government 
$567,000 in June 2017 over payment 
issues from the $4 million report.

Craig was warned by people he 
interacted with at the time that the 
case could turn out to be a problem.

“I told Craig: ‘this is a corrupt-
ed case!'” Tymoshenko attorney 
Serhiy Vlasenko told the Kyiv Post in 
August 2016. 

That month, Manafort would 
resign from the Trump campaign 
amid reports that $12.7 million was 
earmarked for him from the Party of 
Regions's "black ledger." Two years 
later, he was convicted on tax and 
bank fraud charges.

National Security Council Secretary Andriy Klyuyev, former Vice Premier Vladimir Sivkovych, and Kyiv City 
Administration Chief Oleksandr Popov talk in Kyiv in October 2013. One month later, Sivkovych and Popov 
would stand accused of ordering a violent dispersal of student protestors on the morning of Nov. 30, 2013, in 
the early days of the EuroMaidan Revolution that ended Viktor Yanukovych's presidency. (UNIAN)

‘Blood money’ of oligarchs 
flowed from Ukraine to US 
through banks in Cyprus
Manafort from page 15



National 17www.kyivpost.com October 12, 2018 

Sign up for the Kyiv Post Daily Digest!

Just go to the bottom 
of the Kyiv Post homepage, 
enter your email. It’s free!

SS

Get all Ukraine’s hot news delivered 
to your email before breakfast

UKRAINE’S GLOBAL VOICE

Crimea
Pifer said he expected that after 
the 2014 Sochi Olympics, Russians 
would "settle scores with countries 
that were getting too close" to the 
European Union. But he was think-
ing the pressure would be economic, 
not military invasion.

“There’s no doubt in my mind given 
the way that the Russians executed 
the operation that the Russians had a 
plan… and that plan has been sitting 
in the shelf or safe somewhere for a 
number of years,” Pifer said.

On Feb. 20, 2014 the pro-Russian 
rallies started in Crimea and, several 
days later, the Russian military took 
over the peninsula.

Pifer is not sure of Putin's grand 
strategy. “I don’t have the feeling 
that Putin has long-term strate-
gies,” he said. “I think he reacts 
to events and I think he kind of 

panicked when he saw what was 
happening here.”

Lack of experts
Pifer agrees that the U.S. should have 
had a better understanding of events 
in the post-Soviet world.
"It shouldn’t be a surprise that the 
assets devoted to Russia say in 2000s 
or in 2014 were a lot less than what 
were devoted with the Soviet Union 
back in 1980s,” he said. “The Russia 
desk was much smaller than the Soviet 
desk was at the State Department. But 
even with the smaller size beginning 
probably after the (Russian presiden-
tial elections) in 2012 people were 
beginning to say: ‘Hey, there’s some-
thing you’ve got to watch in Russia.”

More Obama criticism
Obama never visited Ukraine during 
his eight years in office, the first pres-
ident not to visit the territory since 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan.

 “But Joe 
Biden was here 
what, six times? 
So you know 
that balances it 
out.”

Biden’s visits 
to Ukraine have 
been sometimes 
used against 
the former 
vice president 
saying that he 
was promoting 
his son Hunter 
Biden’s inter-
ests. The former 
W a s h i n g t o n 
lobbyist is on 
the supervi-
sory board 
of Burisma 
Holding, one of 
Ukraine’s larg-
est natural gas 
companies that 
is owned by 
Mykola Zlochevsky, who was accused 
of money laundering and approving 
extraction licenses for his company 
while he was the ecology minister 
under ousted former President Viktor 
Yanukovych.

But Pifer considers the connection 
to be too far of a stretch.

“It feels a 
little bit awk-
ward for the 
vice president 
to have his son 
on a board like 
that, but I don’t 
think that was 
the hook,” Pifer 
said. “I had a 
chance to spend 
some time actu-
ally with a small 
group talking to 
the vice pres-
ident back in 
2015 about 
Ukraine, and 
I think he genu-
inely feels sym-
pathy and sup-
port for Ukraine, 
so it was some-
thing he chose 
to engage in, 
whether or not 
his son was 

working (in Ukraine).”
Pifer doesn’t expect Trump to visit 

Ukraine “He doesn’t seem to like to 
travel very much, so I wouldn’t hold 
my breath about President Trump 
being here.” U.S. Vice President 
Michael Pence has also yet to visit 
Ukraine.

Unified Congress
Pifer says that Ukraine always had 
strong support in U. S. Congress.

“One asset that Ukraine has is that 
if you go back 25 years, I think in 
Congress you see solid support for 
Ukraine, and it’s on both sides of the 
isle,” Pifer said. “And I don’t see any 
sign of that changing.”

Election interference
The U.S. is worried about Russian 
interference in Ukraine’s upcom-
ing presidential and parliamenta-
ry elections in 2019. “It will be 
through cyber, through the social 
media, through money and it will be 
through agents of influence,” Pifer 
said.

One way to counter Russia is the 
establishment of independent agen-
cies that monitor TV media channels 
and their content and issue prompt 
warnings.

Oligarch grip
Pifer remains concerned about the 
power of Ukraine's oligarchs in poli-
tics and business. “The problem that 
bothers me and that bothers a lot in 
the West is that they outsized political 
influence either through control of 
certain assets like media or simply 
because they have connection to peo-
ple in power.” 

Pifer: Putin doesn’t have long-term 
strategies, ‘panicked’ over Ukraine
Relations from page 2

Steven Pifer’s book “The Eagle and 
the Trident” looks at U.S.-Ukraine 
diplomatic relations from 1992-2004. 
(Courtesy)
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Stylish new book features 
80 works of street art in Kyiv

What can 1 euro buy in a 
bar? In some of the Kyiv bars, 
anything.

A new craze for 1-euro bars, 
where all or most items on the 
menu cost just around Hr 30, is 
sweeping the capital, with new 
venues popping up around the 
city center.

Bilyi Nalyv
Kyiv’s first cider house can be 
recognized by the long queue 
of customers on Khreshchatyk 
Street patiently waiting to place 
an order. The line usually moves 
fast though, because the orders 
are processed quickly.

Most of its beverages are 
based on apples, hence the 
name Bilyi Nalyv — a popular 
apple variety in Ukraine similar 
to the White Transparent. The 
bar’s specialty is apple cider 
made by a Ukrainian manufac-
turer in Cherkasy Oblast.

The bartenders pour cider 
from the barrels hanging from 
the wall one meter away from 
the glasses. This way, the bar 
claims, the cider becomes sat-
urated with oxygen, enriching 
its flavor. For colder seasons, 
Bilyi Nalyv serves up home-
made-style apple liqueur and 
hot apple punch with cinnamon 
and anise.

The food menu has regular 
and vegan hot dogs seasoned 
with caramelized onions and 
apple chips. There are also 
apple pies and chicken pies. The 
most gourmet item on the menu 
are oysters, which come from 
Ukraine’s Kherson Oblast. They 
are served with a slice of lemon.

The bar is part of the Gastro 
Family chain by the well-known 
Kyiv restaurateur Dmytro Borysov.

Bilyi Nalyv has about 50 
indoor seating places and sev-
eral high bar tables shaped like 
barrels for standing outside. It’s 
pet-friendly, but doesn’t take 
reservations.

Prices: apple cider, liqueur, 
punch — Hr 29; regular and vegan 
hot dogs, apple and chicken pies, 
oysters — Hr 29 apiece.

Bilyi Nalyv. 23A Khreshchatyk 
St. 10 a. m. — 11 p. m. (10 a. m. — 2 
a. m. on Fri, Sat) +38098 885 
8744

Dogz & Burgerz
Although not a classical bar, 
Dogz & Burgerz has all the 
drinks and food available at 
Bilyi Nalyv plus two kinds of 
burgers. The street food venue 
is also part of the Gastro Family 
chain.

Ultimate 
guide to Kyiv’s 
1-euro bars

more Bars on page 22

Enjoy the 90s-themed celebra-
tion of the charity flea market 
Kurazh Bazar’s birthday at VDNH 
(1 Akademika Hlushkova Ave.) 
on Oct. 20, 
21. 11 a.m. 
- 11 p.m. 
One-day 
entrance - 
Hr 100

Ukrainian director Geo Leros, the author of the "Kyiv Street Art Vol. 2" book that features over 80 murals created on the streets of Kyiv, shows the 
book to the Kyiv Post at the My Bookshelf store in Kyiv on Oct. 9, 2018. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)

BY TOMA ISTOMINA
ISTOMINA@KYIVPOST.COM

With the Art United Us project, 
which brought dozens of artists to 
Kyiv to create murals, having come 
to an end last year, a new book has 
been published featuring the works 
the project produced — 80 murals 
that now adorn the streets of the 
capital.

“Kyiv Street Art Vol. 2” as the 
name suggests is the second, extend-
ed edition of the book published in 
2017. It features photographs of the 
murals and the artists who creat-

ed them, as well as provides short 
descriptions of the ideas behind 
each piece.

Apart from the murals that were 
created as part of the project, the 
book introduces readers to other 
street art in Kyiv.

Ukrainian director Geo Leros, 29, 
the founder of Art United Us and 
the co-author of the book, says that 
compiling a book was a nice way 
to round off the project. However, 
he also wanted to include other 
artworks created on Kyiv’s streets in 
recent years.

“I wanted to focus on the city and 

the identity that it has acquired,” 
Leros told the Kyiv Post.

The 341-page book will cost from 
Hr 900 and more, depending on 
the bookstore. It is now available for 
pre-order and is expected to hit the 
stores next week.

Art United Us
Leros encountered street art in the 
United States when he was shooting 
a film there four years ago.

He says that he met U.S. art-
ists, and visited the Wynwood 
district of Miami and the Soho 
neighborhood in New York, both 

famous for their many outstand-
ing murals.

“I was inspired by the powerful 
messages they put into the art, and 
in which quantities it is made there.”

Leros was so inspired by what he 
has seen in the United States, that he 
decided to try doing something like 
it in Ukraine.

When he came back, the direc-
tor launched the City Art initiative 
and contributed to the creation of 
15 murals in central Kyiv, as well 
as installing artsy benches in var-

more Book on page 20
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BY DARIA SHULZHENKO
SHULZHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Few people, if any, have dreamed of 
being able to play the game of Tetris 
on their own backpacks.

But Kyiv-based company Pix wants 
people to do just that — they are 
about to produce a backpack with 
a built-in digital display. The display 
on the backpack will be suitable 
for playing simple games, showing 
animated designs, images, and even 
scrolling messages.

The backpack already looks to 
be a hit.

Starting their campaign on the 
U.S.-based crowd-funding platform 
Kickstarter in August, Pix planned 
to raise only $35,000 to produce an 
initial batch of what they call “anima-
tive” backpacks.

However, the company raised 
over $150,000 from almost 600 
backers from all over the world, 
and has already created a buzz 
internationally.

The company’s co-founder Sergii 
Iezdrin, 26, says that the main idea 
behind what Pix calls its “anima-
tive” backpack is to give people an 
opportunity to share their emotions, 
feelings and preferences in real life, 
with the help of the same tools used 
for online communications, such as 
Emojis and other symbols.

“The original goal was to give peo-
ple an opportunity to do offline the 
same things as they do on social net-
works — to share something they like, 
and to stand out from the crowd,” 
Iezdrin says.

How it works
The backpack’s display has 320 
pixels. For comparison, an iPhone 
screen has over 1 million. But the 
number is enough to create 16.5 mil-
lion combinations in various colors.

The backpack is powered by a 
rechargeable battery that can keep 
the display going for up to 12 hours 
continuously, is well provided with 
secure interior pouches for laptops 
and tablet computers. It comes in 
gray, yellow, purple and blue.

Using a smartphone app for IOS or 
Android linked via Bluetooth to the 
Pix, users can choose from a library 
of animated pictures and images, or 
design their own images, and display 
them on their backpack. They can 
also custom design an image with the 
app, including a scrolling message. In 
future, cyclists will be able to use a 
special widget within the app to dis-
play turning and stopping indications 
on their backpack as they cycle.

The animative backpack from Pix 
has now developed into a sleek-look-
ing product, lightweight and water-
proof, which at first appears to be 
a stylish if minimalistic accessory — 
until the user switches on its screen.

“We took an ordinary backpack 
and placed a screen in it, to make it 
look completely different from what 
people are used to seeing,” Iezdrin 
says.

The beginning
Although Pix was established in 
January, the idea of creating an 
animative backpack originated two 

years ago, when the company’s 
founders all had different jobs.

“We were elaborating this idea for 
about a year, spending all our free 
time on developing the electronics 
and doing research work. It was 
mostly like a part-time job,” Iezdrin 
says.

The first prototype of the anima-
tive backpack was created in 2016, 
and looked completely different 
from the current one: the screen 
was made up of eight small mono-
chrome displays glued to backpack’s 
front pocket.

“It looked ugly and fun at the 
same time,” Iezdrin laughs.

The company’s co-founder 
Margaret Rimek, 25, says the first 
prototype was designed in 36 hours 
to be presented during the 2016 
Lviv Maker Fair, an annual festival 
for inventors, engineers, startups and 
artists held in Lviv, a city 540 kilo-
meters west of Kyiv.

The company’s founders then 
spent two years refining their idea, 
created around 15 prototype ver-
sions, before settling on the cur-
rent animative backpack. Develop 
expenses came mainly from their 
own pockets.

“Now we’ve already reached the 
point that we have a full-fledged 
display inside a backpack, created 
to match all our needs perfectly. 
However, at the beginning it was 
all handcrafted and held on glue,” 
Iezdrin explains.

“It has evolved so much.”

Raising money
Since the beginning of the year, Pix 
has produced over 40 animative 
backpacks: not for sale, but to get 
some publicity, sending samples to 
various YouTube bloggers and news 
outlets and explaining what anima-
tive backpacks are.

In order to start mass production, 
the company launched a 45-day 

Kickstarter campaign on Aug. 22, 
aiming to raise $35,000.

However, on Oct. 6, with orders 
from 597 backers, Pix successfully 
finished its campaign, having raised 
$150,000 or four times more than 
the company had aimed for.

“During the Kickstarter campaign 
we had no idea what results to 
expect, but we worked a lot trying 
to make the backpack better and 
telling people about the project,” 
says Rimek.

The company expects to have 
about 800 orders placed via 
Kickstarter from all over the world, 
mainly from the United States and 
Japan, and will start mass produc-
tion of their animative backpacks in 
January 2019.

The animative backpack from Pix 
costs $260, with a fixed price of Hr 
6,500 for Ukrainians, which makes 
it quite an expensive product for the 
domestic market.

However, Rimek says that there 
are people from Ukraine who are 
interested in purchasing animative 
backpacks, even despite its price.

“Those people who are interested 
in Pix backpacks in Ukraine see that 
they can be used in completely dif-
ferent ways: some will take it to vari-
ous exhibitions or events, in order to 
stand out from the crowd, and others 
want to create their own logos, or 
display the logos of their companies 
and therefore use a backpack to 
advertise,” Rimek says.

The only problem with such an 
original product is how to explain 
to potential customers what they are 
and how they can be used, Rimek 
says.

“This is the first animative back-
pack in the whole world — that’s why 
people don’t understand what it is,” 
she says.

“The Pix backpack is not an ordi-
nary backpack, as its owner can 
always change the way it looks. Our 

idea was to help people express 
themselves all the time, showing 
their mood, emotions and thoughts, 

by changing the image on a screen. 
Pix gives you the opportunity to 
create something new, every day.” 

‘Animative’ backpack startup 
raises $150,000 on Kickstarter

Sergii Iezdrin 
and Margaret 
Rimek, the 
co-founders of 
Pix, show off 
their animative 
backpacks 
during an 
interview with 
the Kyiv Post 
in Kyiv on 
Oct. 9, 2018. 
(Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)
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ious forms and colors in the city’s 
Shevchenko Park.

He says that City Art aimed to 
attract tourists to Kyiv. However, the 
15 murals didn’t have a great impact 
on the touristic image of the city.

“That is why we decided to make 
a lot more.”

And so a new, bigger project, Art 
United Us, was born.

The project’s team, which consist-
ed of a couple of volunteers who 
joined Leros, worked on receiving 
permissions from Kyiv City State 
Administration to create murals, col-
lected signatures of approval from 
building residents, contacted artists, 
and raised funds.

Leros says that creating each 
mural cost $2,000–4,000 on aver-
age, and numerous companies, orga-
nizations and persons voluntarily 
financed the project.

“This is (their) gift to the city.”
Over 2016–2017, Art United Us 

brought to Kyiv over 50 artists from 

North and South America, Africa, 
Europe and Australia.

Leros says that the team looked up 
ratings, blogs and media that focus 
on street art, and invited some of the 
best internationally acknowledged 
artists to work in Kyiv.

“There were no criteria, the mes-
sage the artist wanted to deliver was 
what was important.”

The director says that the artists 
didn’t receive any payments, as the 
project couldn’t afford it. However, 
the freedom to pick topics and the 
large walls on which to create their 
art appealed to them.

“Street art is on the edge of legal 
and illegal. Every artist that goes 
outside decides what to do by them-
selves,” Leros says.

Bigger book
After the project ended in 2017, Leros 
decided to transform the results 
of their work into a book. There 
are many books depicting street art 
of New York, London, Berlin and 
Copenhagen, and he believes that 
Kyiv shouldn’t be an exception.

“Kyiv Street Art Vol. 2” will be pub-
lished in a print run of 1,500 copies.

The heavy 341-page edition has 
large photos that depict the murals, 
the process of their creation and the 
artists who painted them.

Stylish and heavy, the book also 
provides descriptions of the artists’ 
backgrounds and experience, as well 
as explaining the ideas they embod-
ied in their works.

The murals themselves were cre-
ated in various styles and with differ-
ent techniques.

Some of the artists, like 
Nevercrew — a Swiss duo of Christian 
Rebecchi and Pablo Togni — pro-
duced a work that continued their 
own long-term themes.

The duo aims to attract people’s 
attention to the issue of global warm-
ing and the extinction of animal 
species, so in Kyiv, they painted a 
semi-inflated balloon in the form of 
a whale, whose movement is bur-
dened by fixing ropes.

Other muralists created works 
reflecting subjects sensitive in 
Ukraine.

Street artist MTO from France, 
who prefers to remain anonymous, 
painted a house facade and a large 

object in the form of heart hit-
ting the house and smashing it. 
He called the mural “From Russia 
with Love” showing the fakeness of 
Russia’s claims that it wants to pro-
tect Ukrainian people while invading 
Crimea and unleashing the war in 
the country’s east.

The murals were painted all over 
the city, and a number of tour agen-
cies now offer tours around the 
street artworks.

Apart from that, Kyiv’s new murals 
are now among the lists of best 
street artworks compiled by for-
eign media and blogs, including the 
I Support Street Art and Street Art 
Today websites.

Leros believes that there are at 
least 20 murals in Ukraine that are 
among the best examples of street 
art around the globe.

Although there were only 13 
Ukrainians among the 50 artists 
who painted for the project, Leros 
says that Art United Us triggered 
the development of street art in the 
country, as some of the young artists 
got a chance to assist more famous 
muralists, while others were inspired 
by their works.

“The city is developing rapidly 
in terms of art, muralists are also 
developing, and talented artists are 
appearing,” Leros said. 

Kyiv Street Art vol. 2. 
Hr 900 and more. 
Available for pre-oder at the pub-
lisher’s website — 
sbook.com.ua/uk

Stylish new book features 80 
works of street art in capital
Book from page 18

"Kyiv Street Art Vol. 2" is the biggest book about street art in the 
Ukrainian capital. The book offers photos of over 80 murals and explains 
the ideas behind them. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)
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Most items on the menu also 
cost Hr 29. Its double-patty beef 
burgers, however, are Hr 39. There 
are burgers in a classic bread bun, 
and breadless ones with two patties 
wrapped in lettuce.

Dogz & Burgerz is located in 
the food court inside the Globus 
Mall under Maidan Nezalezhnosti. 
Its owners call it a perfect location 
to get lunch or grab a bite before 
a party.

Prices: apple cider, liqueur, punch — 
Hr 29; regular and vegan hot dogs, 
apple and chicken pies, oysters — Hr 
29; regular burger and lettuce-wrapped 
burger — Hr 39.

Dogz & Burgerz. 1 Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti (food court at the 
Globus Mall). 10 a. m. — 10 p. m. face-
book.com/dogz.and.burgerz.

Flowers Mafia
Spring is ever-present in Kyiv bar 
Flowers Mafia, which is housed 
inside a flower shop. Everything in 
Flowers Mafia costs Hr 28. In addi-
tion, every female customer gets a 
small flower as a present.

Besides coffee and tea, the bar 

offers white and rose wine from 
Zakarpattia Oblast, cherry liqueur 
and three types of cider: apple, 
grapefruit and a cider of the day 
which could be one of a variety of 
flavors. One can also buy a variation 
of Aperol Spritz with tonic for Hr 
28, and the real thing with Prosecco 
wine for double the price.

For food, Flowers Mafia has a clas-
sic American hot dog and a Dutch 
hot dog with herring. However, the 
bar plans to develop its food menu 
with vegetarian rolls and snacks. For 
the cold season, Flowers Mafia will 
also add mulled wine.

Another addition for the cold sea-
son will be some 40 seating places 
on the bar’s second floor. Currently, 
Flowers Mafia has around 100 seats 
outside with small tables, barrels for 
standing and chaise lounges for extra 
comfort. Pets are welcome.

Prices: apple, grapefruit cider, cider 
of the day, white and rose wine, Aperol 
Spritz with tonic — Hr 28; Aperol 
Spritz — Hr 56; American hot dog, 
Dutch hot dog with herring — Hr 28.

Flowers Mafia. 69 Volodymyrska 
St. 9 a. m. — 11:30 p. m. (10 a. m. — 
11:30 p. m. on Sat, 12 p. m. — 11 p. m. on 
Sun) +38066 517 0144 Rozkovbas

The newest 1-euro bar opened on 
Kyiv’s central Khreshchatyk Street 
just last week. Almost all of its dishes 
and beverages cost Hr 29, except for 
one cocktail — a crazy alcohol party 
mix for Hr 79. It fits the essence of 
this bar, which is reflected in the 
name Rozkovbas — an untranslatable 
word with a meaning close to “party-
ing very hard.”

The bar offers Belgian-style wheat 
beer with a hint of coriander and 
citrus peel, produced by a craft brew-
ery in Kyiv. Other alcoholic drinks 
are cherry punch, mulled wine and 
Jägermeister.

The food menu offers regular and 
vegan hot dogs, three-piece shrimps, 
slices of margarita and pepperoni 
pizza. For snacks, Rozkovbas has rye 
rusks and fries. Visitors can also treat 
themselves to cheesecake for dessert.

The bar has 30 indoor seating 
places and three tables for standing. 
It doesn’t take reservations, but wel-
comes people with pets.

Prices: wheat beer, cherry punch, 
mulled wine, Jägermeister — Hr 29; 
regular and vegan hot dogs, shrimp (3 
pcs), margarita and pepperoni pizza, 
rue rusks, fries, cheesecake — Hr 29.

Rozkovbas. 27A Khreshchatyk St. 
10 a. m. — 11 p. m. (10 a. m. — 2 a. m. on 
Fri and Sat) +38067 474 7557

The Drinkery
This minimalistic bar inspired by the 
bar culture of Poland and the Czech 
Republic has light drinks and liquor 
shots for Hr 30. There are brand 
spirits for Hr 80 a glass and imported 
wines for Hr 500 a bottle. All food 
items cost Hr 60.

The bar has three kinds of beer, 
regular and mulled wine, vodka, and 

liqueur. But its specialty are shots, of 
which it has 10 kinds. With names 
like “Beast Master,” “Profit Troll” and 
“Squid Dreams,” these can enliven 
almost any party.

The food menu has a variety 
of meat snacks, deep fried cheese, 
toasts, and vegetables. For the espe-
cially hungry, the Drinkery offers 
zurek, a Polish sour rye soup, and 
rice pilaf with pork, all for Hr 60 a 
portion.

The Drinkery has about 70 
indoor seating places, and offers 
reservations.

Prices: beer, wine, vodka, liqueur, a 
variety of shots — Hr 30; beer snacks, 
zurek, pilaf — Hr 60; brand spirits — 
Hr 80; imported wine — Hr 500.

The Drinkery. 6 Sofiyivska St. 12 
p. m. — 11 p. m. (2 p. m. — 2 a. m. on Sat., 
2 p. m. — 11 p. m. on Sun.) +38066 901 
2296 

Cheap-and-cheerful bars in Kyiv 
serve up drinks, food for just 1 euro
Bars from page 18

Clients relax at Flowers Mafia bar in Kyiv on Oct. 10, 2018. The bar's specialty is Aperol Spritz, of which it has 
two kinds: a classic version and one with tonic instead of Prosecco wine. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)

Customers wait in line to place an order at Bilyi Nalyv cider house in 
Kyiv on Oct. 10, 2018. The bar is located on the central Khreshchatyk St. 
and offers seats both inside and outdoors. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)



BODY THERAPY
+38 (095) 172-24-46

Anastasia

NOTARY
Buying or selling your property? 

All kind of real estate sales/purchase/
lease agreements.

Translation. Business set up.
+38 044 384 49 20; +38 050 441 13 19 

Finland’ Support to Ukrainian School Reform is a development program funded by Finland. 
We are active in teacher in-service and pre-service training, education promotion, new learn-

ing materials and electronic portals in the Education sector. The duration of the Program is 
four years. The Program is implemented by FCG International.

We are currently looking to employ a qualified and reputable Office Manager on a full-time contract in our Program Office in the 
central Kyiv.

The responsibilities and tasks include but are not limited to:
• ensuring that the Project Office runs smoothly
• coordinating meetings and travel arrangements
• welcoming visitors and answering to various enquiries
• interpreting and translating when needed
• preparing different documentation for meetings, procurement, etc.
• taking care of the documentation of the Project.

Desired qualifications:
• applicable university degree 
• at least five years’ experience in similar positions
• experience in working with international organizations
• excellent command of English and Ukrainian
• willingness to upskill when required.

We are currently looking to employ a qualified interpreter on a full-time contract in our Program Office in the central Kyiv.

The responsibilities and tasks include but are not limited to:
• interpreting (English and Ukrainian)
• participating in various Program activities in all parts of Ukraine where interpretation is needed, ability to frequent travel is required
• translating documents (English and Ukrainian)
• helping in other office duties and activities when needed.

Desired qualifications:
• university degree in the English language
• at least five years’ experience in similar positions
• experience in simultaneous interpreting
• familiarity with modern concepts related to teaching and learning
• willingness to upskill when required.

We are currently looking to employ a qualified and reputable Accountant on a full-time contract in our Program Office in the central Kyiv.

The responsibilities and tasks include but are not limited to:
• after appropriate training, handling financial issues, such as cash book and bank book management
• cash management
• maintaining the filing system and documentation for the office
• treating information confidentially, specifically in the areas of finance
• interpreting and translating when needed
• helping in other office duties and activities when needed.

Desired qualifications:
• applicable university degree
• at least five years’ experience in similar positions
• experience in working with international organizations
• excellent command of English and Ukrainian
• willingness to upskill when required.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, age, non-disqualifying physical or mental disability, national origin, or any other basis. All employment is decided based on 
qualifications, merit, and business need.
Suitable and qualified candidates are requested to send their CV along with a cover letter, in English via email to Chief Technical Advisor 
Mr. Arto Vaahtokari  (arto.vaahtokari@helsinki.fi). Deadline for receiving applications is 19 October 2018. Only shortlisted candidates 
will be contacted. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Bit of happiness. 
Lyudmila  

Balance of body & soul.  
24 types of massages

tel: (097) 551-58-47, (073) 47-86-125 
massages.kiev.ua

Work permits
RESIDENCE PERMITS

Business set up, accounting services
+380-44-237-72-76

www.accounting.ua

Are you a native speaker with some spare 
time?
Why not teach English?  
We do teacher training.
Call now!
Mike 0503106072
info@phoenixcenter.com.ua

The Kyiv Post is currently  
recruiting a full-time 

JUNIOR  

PRODUCT MANAGER 

with business-to-business experi-
ence to join our dynamic and ener-
gized team. 
The successful candidate will help 
us retain and expand our number of 
subscribers both print and online.
The ideal candidate will work with 
online subscribers abroad and man-
age our print distribution and mar-
keting operations.
This position will involve regular co-
operation with sales and editorial 
teams.

Apply with your CV and covering let-
ter, detailing why you are suitable 
for this position to: 

nevmerzhytska@kyivpost.com

Luxury Apartment from owner
Palace Ukraine area 1 bedroom, 65m2

new building, new repair and furniture
22-nd floor, panoramic windows, 

 

FOR RENT

+38 067 659-44-99 Alex

kiev-com@ukr.net

Commercial property available for 
rent in the central location of Kyiv. 

Area 364 sqm. Ground floor.
All necessary infrastructure available.  

Free layout.
Suitable for medicine store, restaurant, bar 

and bank.

Address: St.Bolshaya Vasilkovskaya, 66  
(3 minutes from M. Olimpiyskaya).  
Entrance from Antonovicha street.

Monthly rent – 7280$ + Utilities
tel: +380687789491

e-mail:

FOR RENT

The Kyiv Post is expanding and hiring  for the following vacancies:

• Lifestyle editor

• Social media editor

• Legal affairs reporter

• Website editor 

For consideration, please send CV and letter of interest  

to Brian Bonner, chief editor, at bonner@kyivpost.com

• Business reporter

• Infographic designer  

 (data analysis and visualization)

For consideration, please send CV and letter of interest  

to Ilya Timtchenko, business editor, at timtchenko@kyivpost.com 

TEXT FOR
160 UAH

Internews is seeking candidates for 
the positions of Program Manager,  
Grants Manager, Office Manager, 

Secretary-Translator

Please see details about all positions 

on Internews in Ukraine website at 

https://internews.in.ua/news/we-

are-hiring-new-jobs-apply-now/ 

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR ALL 
POSITIONS: 
• Relevant Master's degree or equiva-
lent work experience; 
• Excellent knowledge of media envi-
ronment in Ukraine; 
• Minimum of two years of work for 
international technical assistance pro-
grams;
• Excellence in English, Ukrainian and 
Russian. 

Please send your CVs in English and 

Ukrainian with a cover letter and list 

of three references to omaydan@in-

ternews.org before COB October 26, 

2018. Please indicate the position you 

are applying to in the subject line of 

your message. Only short-listed can-

didates will be invited for interviews. 

Building Capacity 
and Opportunities for Change

Agriteam Canada Consulting Ltd., 
an International consulting com-
pany is seeking candidates to fill 
the following position on Interna-
tional Technical Assistance Pro-
ject funded by the Government of 
Canada

• Sector Lead

The closing date for applications is 
October 19, 2018

Please, submit your CV and Cover 
letter to vitalinai@agriteam.ca

For more detailed information 
about applying procedure, please 
visit our web-site: http://edge.
in.ua/vacancies/

Eurasia Foundation (EF), implementer of 
USAID and UK aid funded Transparency and 
Accountability on Public Administration and 
Services (TAPAS) program is seeking for:

• Communications Manager;
• Social Media & Communications Associate

How to apply:
Please send Motivation Letter and Resume 
in English to jobs-ua@eurasia.org

Application deadline: open until filled.

Full version of the vacancy announcement 
available at our site: http://eurasia.org/Ca-

reerOpportunities.

The National Democratic Institute 

for International Affairs (NDI) is a 
non-profit organization working to 
strengthen democracy worldwide.

NDI-Ukraine is currently seeking a 
Regional Program Coordinator for its 
Women’s Political Participation Pro-
gram, who will be based in Dnipro. 

Interested applicants should submit 
CVs and motivation letters in English 
by email to the following email ad-
dress: 

ukraine@ndi.org 

Deadline:
The deadline for the submission of 
the required documents is by close of 
business on October 28, 2018. 

Only selected candidates will be in-
vited for written and oral tests on 
November 2 and for an interview on 
November 8-9, 2018. 

Full text of the advertisement can be 
viewed here: https://www.kyivpost.
com/classifieds/jobs/regional-pro-
gram-coordinator-3

PLACE YOUR 
MINI RESUME
FOR 370 UAH
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The Turkish Business Community’s guest was the chairman of the board 
of directors of Privatbank, Engin Akçakoca, at a breakfast at the Inter-
continental Kyiv hotel on Oct. 9 organized by the International Turkish 
Ukrainian Business Association(TUID). The legendary Turkish banker 
Engin Akçakoca was the president of the Banking Regulation and Su-
pervision Agency of Turkey after the Turkish economic crises in 2001. 
Under his leadership, the banking sector recovered so well in Turkey af-

bankrupt or had to be nationalized – a unique situation in all of Europe. 
The event was sponsored by Turkish renewable energy company Emsolt. 
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Turkish CEOs in Ukraine gather 
for breakfast with Privatbank CEO 
Engin Akçakoca
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