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In a surprisingly swift 
move, the government 
installed acting energy 

minister Yuriy Vitrenko as the 
new CEO of state-owned oil and 
gas company Naftogaz on April 
28, according to Ukraine’s Cab-
inet of Ministers.

Vitrenko’s appointment came 
as a surprise for Naftogaz head 
Andriy Kobolyev, who learned 
about his firing from the media.

Kobolyev criticized the govern-
ment’s decision, claiming it ignores 
all corporate governance reforms 
in Ukraine.

“In 2014, Ukraine firmly decided 

By Olga Rudenko
rudenko@kyivpost.com

The start of May is finally bringing 
some good news to Kyiv.

The six-week lockdown ends on 
May 1, in time for Easter and tradi-
tional May holidays.

“The situation in Kyiv improved 
by every measure,” Health Minister 
Maksym Stepanov said on April 
27.

It’s not just Kyiv. Ukraine is 
beginning to exit the third wave 
of the pandemic, according to 
Stepanov.

The daily number of new cases 
that peaked in early April, reaching 

Vitrenko in, 
Kobolyev out 
at Naftogaz

Just in time for 
spring, Ukraine’s 

coronavirus 
infections falling, 

vaccinations rising
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May will start out very merry because Kyiv authorities 
decided to ease the lockdown in eff ect since March 

20 — the third of the pandemic. What to expect?

A boy poses for a picture with his dog in front of some fl owers at Fomin Botanical Garden in downtown Kyiv on April 14, 2021. As Kyiv prepares to lift its strict lockdown on May 
1, local residents and visitors will have the run of the capital, just in time for the spring holidays. See accompanying story on page 1 for details.
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Kobolyev, 7 years at helm, 
vows to appeal his firing 

Source: Slovo I Dilo
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in billion cubic meters

Ukraine produces around 20 billion 

cubic meters of natural gas a year, the 

figure that hasn’t been increasing 

since Ukraine’s independence in 1991. 

In fact, Ukraine produced 4 billion 

cubic meters more in 1991 than in 

2020. Naftogaz does most of the gas 

production.

that it’s the state and Ukrainians 
who would benefit from state own-
ership — not politicians close to the 
cash flows. Yesterday’s government 
decision has thrown all this in the 
trash,” Kobolyev said.

Kobolyev said he would appeal 
his dismissal in a farewell message 
to his team on Facebook. “We are 
still ready to fight against all this,” 
Kobolyev said.

But others, including corporate 
governance expert Andriy Boytsun, 
said that the government led by 
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal fol-
lowed the law.

“The Cabinet of Ministers played 
by the rules, but the rules are bad. 
They’re not consistent with good 
corporate governance,” said Boytsun, 
who has served as a consultant on 
corporate governance to state-owned 
enterprises, including Ukraine.

Since 2015, Boytsun said he’s 
advised the government to change 
the law and give exclusive powers of 
hiring and firing CEOs to the super-
visory boards of state-owned enter-
prises, but successive governments 
have refused to give up these powers.

At the same time, Boytsun said, 
he can understand the government’s 
frustration. At the end of 2020, 
Naftogaz told the government it will 
have a net profit of nearly $400 
million but ended up losing $684 
million — a swing of more than $1 bil-
lion. The company had total revenue 
of $7 billion in 2020.

“The debate today is an indication 
of progress” in improving corpo-
rate governance of state enterprises, 
Boytsun said. “But we’re still not 
there yet.”

Big losses
Kobolyev was ousted the day after 
Naftogaz reported the financial loss-
es of $684 million in 2020, its first 
since 2015.

Naftogaz’s net income in 2020 
dropped massively compared to 2019 
when the company made $93 million 
in net profit. However, the company 
still managed to pay $5 billion in 
taxes in 2020, making it far and 
away the country’s biggest taxpayer, 
supplying 17% of state revenue.

The cabinet justified its decision 
by calling the work of Kobolyev and 
his team “unsatisfactory,” adding it 

would search for new members for 
the Naftogaz supervisory board.

Kobolyev, in turn, blamed the 
COVID-19 pandemic for the losses. 
He said the COVID-19 crisis hurt gas 
consumption and consumers’ ability 
to pay for it, reducing demand.

Kobolyev also blamed the gov-
ernment for enforcing gas prices of 
$0.25 per kilowatt, about 30% below 
the market rate.

Aliona Osmolovska, Naftogaz’s 
director for relations with govern-
ment regulatory bodies, also blamed 
the company’s debtors for the losses, 

in a comment for Ukrainian media 
outlet Kosatka. Heating companies 
and gas suppliers owe Naftogaz an 
astounding $3.6 billion.

“Naftogaz has already paid the 
state all taxes for gas — rent, VAT, 
income tax. We also pay interest 
on loans we borrowed to extract or 
import this fuel. However, Naftogaz 
has not yet received payment for it 
from the heating companies and gas 
suppliers. Most of these debts have 
not been paid for over a year, they 
cannot be explained by a pandemic,” 
she wrote in April 2020.

Veteran Vitrenko
But those complaints didn’t stop the 
government from installing Vitrenko 
as CEO under a one-year contract. 
Vitrenko was a top executive of 
Naftogaz from 2014–2020 and is 
credited with helping Kobolyev 
remove corrupt schemes that, under 
previous presidents, cost taxpayers 
up to a half-billion dollars monthly 
to cover.

Vitrenko told the Kyiv Post that he 
and Kobolyev developed conflicting 
visions of the future of Naftogaz. 
He said the dispute came to a head 
when Kobolyev let Ihor Kolomoisky’s 
favored candidate become CEO of 
Ukrnafta, the Naftogaz subsidiary in 
which the billionaire oligarch has a 
minority stake.

Head to head
In remarks to Interfax-Ukraine 
news agency, Vitrenko defended 
his appointment, saying that as a 
shareholder, the government can 
and must put an end to ineffectual 
management.

“The government should be 
an active owner. Respectively, the 
Cabinet of Ministers has the right 
and responsibility to respond to 
problems in the company,” Vitrenko 
said. “The profit of Naftogaz is divi-
dends, which the state receives, and 

page 1 —›

A Naftogaz employee turns a valve at the Shebelynske gas fi eld in Kharkiv Oblast on June 25, 2020. State gas giant Naftogaz 
lost $684 million in 2020, according to its fi nancial report published on April 27. Next day after the report was out, on April 28, 
the Cabinet of Ministers appointed acting energy minister Yuriy Vitrenko as the new CEO of Naftogaz, replacing Andriy Kobolyev.

Key facts about 
Naftogaz

Revenue: $7 billion (2020)
Net loss: $684 million (2020)
Year founded: 1991
Number of employees: 
68,000 people.
Number of partner distribu-
tors: 44
Production of natural gas: 
20.2 billion cubic meters (71% 
of production in Ukraine)
Imports of natural gas from 
Europe: 9 billion cubic 
meters (Naftogaz is the only 
importer)
Ukraine’s proved gas 
reserves: 1.1 trillion cubic 
meters (second largest in 
Europe after Norway)

Sources: Naftogaz, European 
Business Association
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the budget counted on them. But it 
won’t get it.”

According to Vitrenko, operat-
ing results were also unsatisfacto-
ry. UkrGasVydobuvannya, Ukraine’s 
largest gas producer which belongs 
to Naftogaz, sold and produced 
less natural gas and fuel in 2020, 
while private companies managed to 
increase production.

He also said that the decision to 
fire Kobolyev fully complies with the 
law because, as the shareholder, the 
government has the right to decide 
the future of the company.

“The Cabinet of Ministers had 
all the legal grounds, rights, and 
opportunities to make decisions and, 
accordingly, to dismiss the head of 
the board,” Vitrenko said.

After their falling out, leading 
Kobolyev to dismiss his former part-
ner, Vitrenko lashed out at Kobolyev, 

accusing him of being “a parasite on 
the achievements of others.” Vitrenko 
said he was dismissed because he 
“told Kobolyev to his face that his 
shortcomings as a leader under-
mined the achievements of our team 
at Naftogaz and discredited reforms.”

The column went on to say “the 
facts prove that Naftogaz’s success-
es do not have to be connected to 
Kobolyev at all. But the main failures 
of Naftogaz, as I have already shown, 
are directly linked to Kobolyev.”

“Kobolyev’s image is the garb from 
the tale about the naked emperor,” 
Vitrenko added in his op-ed.

Vitrenko is credited for taking 
a lead role in successful litigation 
against Russia’s Gazprom that ended 
in a more than $3 billion payment 
last year to Ukraine for violation of 
gas contract terms. He also negotiat-
ed an agreement through 2024 that 
guarantees Russia will transport no 
less than 40 billion cubic meters of 

gas through Ukraine’s transit pipe-
lines, even if the Russian-German 
bypass Nord Stream 2 pipeline under 
construction is completed. That 
means revenue of at least $7 billion 
in transit fees, he said.

Timothy Ash, a London-based 
analyst who has followed Ukraine’s 
economy closely for years, said that 
Vitrenko’s elevation to acting energy 
minister in December 2020, meant 
that Kobolyev’s days were numbered 
in Naftogaz.

Corporate governance
The government’s decision, however, 
provoked an outcry from Kobolyev 
loyalists. Before Vitrenko took charge 
on April 29, the management of 
Naftogaz called the move “legal 
manipulation,” according to a state-
ment published on Facebook on 
April 28.

The Cabinet of Ministers dismissed 
the supervisory board for two days 
to be able to fire Kobolyev directly 
without the consent of the board 
members. This move is “an insult 
to the basic principles of corpo-
rate governance of state enterprises,” 
Naftogaz said. “It is a clear signal 
to investors… that the state-owned 
enterprises in Ukraine are unpredict-
able and that their operations may 
change depending on the political 
situation.”

On April 29, U. S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price wrote on 
Twitter that “respect for corporate 
governance, transparency and integ-
rity in the appointment of personnel 
in the energy sector — whether gov-
ernment or state-owned enterpris-
es — is key to maintaining confidence 
in Ukraine’s commitment to reform.”

His view was shared by the ambas-
sadors of the G7 countries, includ-
ing Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the U.K. and the U. S. The 
diplomats issued a joint statement 
on Twitter, saying that “effective man-
agement of state-owned enterprises, 
free from political interference, is 
crucial for Ukraine’s competitiveness, 
prosperity and fulfillment of its inter-
national obligations.”

Hlib Vyshlinsky, head of the Center 
for Economic Strategy, told the Kyiv 
Post on April 28 that Vitrenko’s 
appointment threatens corporate 
governance reform. “The govern-
ment wants to bring key state enter-
prises back under political control,” 
Vyshlinsky said.

For him, it could mean further 
problems with the International 
Monetary Fund and setbacks with the 
European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development, which financed 
corporate governance reform at 
Naftogaz.

The IMF and Ukraine agreed in 
June 2020 to a conditional $5 billion 
loan agreement, but Ukraine hasn’t 
received any money since an initial 
$2.1 billion installment because the 
government has not met its com-

mitments to the fund, including an 
effective fight against corruption, 
independence of the National Bank 
of Ukraine and other issues.

In August 2020, the EBRD pro-
vided a 52 million euro loan to 
UkrGasVydobuvannya to increase 
domestic natural gas production, but 
production dropped.

Naftogaz’s losses, 
inability to boost 
production, open 
way for Vitrenko

Naftogaz financials for last 7 years

Source: Naftogaz

Profit

Loss

2014 2015

2016 2017 2018 2019

2020

$3
billion

$1.2
billion

$684
million

$814
million

$1.4
billion $420

million $93

million

Naftogaz lost $684 million in 2020, which is a 

massive drop compared to 2019 when the 

company made $93 million in net profit, and the 

first time since 2015 that Naftogaz has had 

negative financial results.

Yuriy Vitrenko participates in a briefi ng to announce his appointment on April 29, 2021 as Naftogaz CEO. Vitrenko’s replaces An-
driy Kobolyev. The pair worked closely at Naftogaz since 2014, turning around the fortunes of the corruption-riddled company. But 
Kobolyev fi red Vitrenko in 2020 after a dispute over the future of the state-owned energy giant with $7 billion in 2020 revenue.
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Timothy Ash, London-based analyst

“With Vitrenko moving to head the energy minis-

try, the question was always how long Kobolyev 

would last at Naftogaz. It will be interesting to see 

whether we see Kobolyev launching a counter-re-

sponse. Both are heavyweights in the domestic 

energy business and have their own political sup-

porters. The big loss posted by Naftogaz for 2020 

was the fi nal trigger for the removal of Kobolyev.”

Edward Chow, energy analyst based in Washington, 

D.C.

“The temptation remains for political leaders to 

manually control the sector, instead of building 

a modern energy market. The energy sector re-

quires stable, predictable and attractive conditions 

for long-term investments. In this way, it is diff er-

ent from IT, retail, and consumer goods. The trans-

formation of the energy sector can only succeed with 

coherent policy, structural reform, and competent governance. Sus-

taining reform is more important than an individual agenda. Unless 

the government articulates its plan in this regard, the latest personnel 

changes only add to market uncertainty and impede urgently needed 

investments in the energy sector.”

Yuri Kubrushko, energy expert

“This is a nonsense situation when during the same 

day the government fi res (in violation of normal 

corporate governance practices) the chairman of 

Naftogaz due to losses of the company in 2020 

and appoints new minister of energy Herman Ha-

lushchenko, vice president of Energoatom, which 

made huge losses in 2020. This is a good example 

of double standards in politics and shows that respec-

tive staff  decisions have nothing to do with results of the companies’ 

operations.”

Clare Spottiswoode, ex-chair of the supervisory 

Board at Naftogaz

“(We) disagree with the decision of the Cabinet 

of Ministers to evaluate the performance of the 

company’s executive board in 2020 as unsatisfac-

tory. We have... completed the evaluation of this 

board’s performance in 2020 as very good if not 

excellent, given the context in which it was operating. 

The executive board demonstrated remarkable perfor-

mance in steering the Naftogaz Group through the COVID-19 crisis 

and highly unfavorable global energy markets. The termination of the 

chief executive offi  cer by the government in the absence of any en-

gagement of the supervisory board contradicts the requirements of 

Ukrainian law.”
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State burden
There was a great outcry over the supposed assault on the sanctity of corpo-
rate governance of state-owned enterprises this week when Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal’s government sacked Andriy Kobolyev and replaced him as 
Naftogaz CEO with Yuriy Vitrenko, the acting minister.

It was overblown. Actually, the government — the shareholder of an enter-
prise with $7 billion in revenue in 2020 — followed the rules, such as they 
are, in first removing the supervisory board and then Kobolyev.

The bigger problem, however, is not the many shortcomings of corporate 
governance in this nation, but rather the state enterprises themselves.

Two of the largest — Naftogaz, the oil & gas giant, and Ukrzalyznytsia, the 
state railway, lost collectively more than $1 billion in 2020. It’s a staggering 
amount of money in a poor country.

The situation is not better in the 3,000 enterprises still owned by the 
state, often for no other reason than to allow corrupt insiders to suck money 
from them and stick taxpayers with losses. Take, for example, the Kozatsky 
hotel on Independence Square. It is one of several hotels owned by the 
Ministry of Defense. Andriy Boytsun, who writes a weekly column on state-
owned enterprises, reports that the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine discovered that, from 2015–2019, the hotel’s officials used online 
booking services to channel customer payments to their private accounts 
rather than hotel accounts. The alleged theft from this one hotel: $432,000.

Back to Naftogaz. This company has been troubled for decades. Energy 
has been the source of Ukraine’s biggest corruption. While Kobolyev, 
Vitrenko and others deserve praise for squeezing out some corrupt 
schemes, others remain.

Let’s temper praise for the supervisory board. They were not transparent 
and many considered the foreigners on the board to be incompetent and 
picked precisely for their lack of knowledge of Ukraine. They were not 
independent of management. They seemed more loyal to Kobolyev than 
anything else.

Take a look at the 2020 financials: The top 17 officials were paid $25 
million in 2020, despite $674 million in losses. That is double their 2019 
compensation, when Naftogaz was actually profitable. To add insult to inju-
ry, the pay is not broken out individually.

Oil and gas production has been declining for years. The board let 
Kobolyev get away with not restructuring Naftogaz or cutting a bloated 
workforce. Naftogaz kept supplying natural gas, mainly to exiled Dmytro 
Firtash, without getting paid — costing the state billions of dollars. Kobolyev 
did nothing to break up Firtash’s near-monopoly status in gas distribution —
forcing the state to re-regulate gas prices again to prevent price-gouging.

The breaking point in the Kobolyev-Vitrenko relationship, according to 
Vitrenko’s telling, is when Kobolyev sided with Ihor Kolomoisky’s choice for 
CEO in Ukrnafta, the state oil company, in which the rapacious billionaire 
oligarch has a minority share. Vitrenko also told the Kyiv Post that Naftogaz 
let some oil field licenses go to billionaire oligarch Rinat Akhmetov.

There’s more, but Kobolyev is no model reformer. In our view, Vitrenko 
deserves credit for pursuing the arbitration cases against Gazprom’s con-
tract violations, netting the state $3 billion. He’s also developed a credible 
plan for boosting oil and gas production, while developing renewables, 
curbing the dominance of the oligarchs, and establishing a more competi-
tive market that is integrated with Europe.

The larger problem remains: Ukraine needs to get rid of most of its poor-
ly run and poorly governed state enterprises — and quickly.

Baby steps
Ukraine has long missed out on a source of tax revenue that underpins 
most local government services in the West -- from parks to police to roads 
and more. It’s called the property tax. In some Western municipalities, it 
brings in more than half of the budget. In Ukraine, property taxes barely 
bring in 3%. Ukraine has just recently started to impose this tax.

But instead of assessing the value of a property, it is doing so based on 
square meters -- at a ridiculously low amount. Those living in a hovel on the 
far end of the distant Troeshchyna neighborhood will pay the same amount 
per square meter as a luxury flat. People in rural areas with lower incomes 
will pay the same as a mogul who owns a dozen empty apartments in the 
center of Kyiv.

Flats under 60 square meters and houses under 120 square meters are 
exempt from property taxes. But even in larger properties, owners have to 
pay just 1% of the legal minimum salary for each additional square meter, 
depending on the city.

The state loses out on billions of dollars as a consequence. This inequity 
makes the tax burden more regressive and less progressive. A tax system 
based on the ability to pay is the fairest way to go, and a healthy mix of 
property, sales and income taxes are the surest way to do so. Local taxes 
also encourage greater civic involvement and oversight of government 
spending. Adequate property taxes also encourage owners to use their 
assets productively, rather than allowing them to sit idle for speculation.

While property valuations are more difficult to do in Ukraine, where buy-
ers and sellers often conspire to hide the true sales price, it’s not impossible. 
Professionals know the market prices well. A minimum per-square-meter 
price could be established that would be defensible and that should be 
widely accepted.

Ukraine needs to get better at collecting taxes in general. It’s simply too 
bureaucratic, and tax authorities and small businesses waste too much time 
on paperwork for small bits of money, while the wealthy remain several 
steps ahead, evading billions of dollars in taxes through complex schemes 
and shell companies abroad.

Two big steps towards justice are fairness in raising money for govern-
ment spending, and effectiveness in the spending itself. Ukraine has a long 
way to go in both areas.

Feel strongly about an issue? Agree or disagree with editorial positions in this newspaper? 
The Kyiv Post welcomes letters to the editors and opinion pieces, usually 800 to 1,000 words in length. Please email all corre-

spondence to chief editor Brian Bonner, at bonner@kyivpost.com. All correspondence must include an email address and contact 

phone number for verifi cation.

EDITORIALS 

Ukraine’s Friend & Foe Of The Week
Ekaterina Zakharie-
va, Bulgaria’s foreign 
minister 
In the latest diplomatic 
row between Bulgaria 
and Russia, Zakharieva 
said Bulgaria would 
expel a Russian diplo-
mat who was allegedly 
behind four ammunition 
depots blasts in the 
country in 2011–2020.

Heiko Maas, Germany’s 
foreign minister
Maas has publicly opposed 
helping Ukraine with military 
support to fi ght Russia’s war 
in the Donbas. He’s also 
called for better relations 
with Russia. We wonder how 
he’d feel if the Kremlin occu-
pied a large part of Germany 
again and kept threatening 
to take more territory.
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NEWS ITEM:
President Volodymyr Zelensky 

believes that the Vatican could 

be the best place for his meeting 

with Russian President Vladi-

mir Putin to talk about peace in 

eastern Ukraine. “The venue of 

the meeting should inspire trust 

among both parties,” Zelensky 

said on April 28. That followed 

Putin’s suggestion on April 22 for 

Zelensky to come to Moscow to 

talk about peace in Ukraine.

NEWS ITEM:
Vaccination in Ukraine began on Feb. 24 and by April 

29, a total of 629,182 people have received the fi rst 

dose of the vaccine. However, only 10 people have 

been fully vaccinated with two doses. For reference: 

The United States has fully vaccinated 98 million 

people.

NEWS ITEM:
Ilya Kyva, one of 44 lawmakers from the pro-Krem-

lin Opposition Platform — For Life party, defended 

his Ph.D. thesis on April 26. But his public disser-

tation has been widely criticized as nonsensical 

and meaningless. Kyva’s thesis cites several 

journal articles that he allegedly wrote. However, 

the page numbers in the publications in which 

Kyva’s articles were supposedly published do not 

actually exist, according to a report by the Bihus.

Info investigative journalism project. The scandal 

has attracted attention to pervasive corruption and 

incompetence in Ukraine’s scientifi c community.

NEWS ITEM:
TV presenter Serhiy Prytula said he would like to 

head the 20-member Voice party, which he 

currently represents in the parliament. 

The current head of this political force, 

Kira Rudyk, didn’t like it. She hinted 

that Prytula is unreliable, poiting out 

that, over the last year and a half, he 

wanted to do many things: to be in the 

Kyiv City Council, become the mayor 

of Kyiv, return to show business, cre-

ate his own party and now he wants 

to head Voice. “Running a political 

party isn’t te same as performing at 

clubs and stadiums, it is systematic, hard 

work, which isn’t really as fun as it may 

seem,” Rudyk said.

EM:
nsky 

ould 

ing 

di-

e in 

e of 

ust 

sky 

wed 

for 

w to 

ne.

Are you 
coming?

Sorry, I’m 
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D’you have 
a diploma that 

would make me 
president?

I’m more 
likable!

I’ll tell 
Vakarchuk on 

you!
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Seeing progress in COVID-19 
fi ght, Kyiv eases restrictions
20,000 cases a day, went down to 
about 12,000 in late April.

The other important metric, the 
number of hospitalized COVID-19 
patients, went down from 48,000 in 
early April to 36,000 in late April. 
In Kyiv, the decrease was even more 
rapid — from 5,000 to 3,000 people.

Yet another reason for optimism 
came from a spike in COVID-19 
vaccination.

After having been inoculating a 
meager number of 15,000 people a 
day on average, Ukraine unexpect-
edly vaccinated 70,000 people on 
April 28, giving hope that the coun-
try’s vaccination campaign is finally 
taking off.

Restrictions lifted
The end of the lockdown lifts almost 
all quarantine restrictions in Kyiv: 
Restaurants and cafes open up, but 
have to close at midnight; stores, 
malls, cinemas and gyms reopen; 
public transport is accessible to 
everyone; schools and kindergar-
tens reopen.

Some restrictions remain. Mass 
gatherings indoors are limited to 
give each visitor at least four square 
meters of space. Mask wearing 
remains mandatory in all public 
spaces and public transport.

It was the third time that Kyiv shut 
down to curb the rising infections, 
after two nationwide lockdowns in 
March-May 2020 and January. The 
capital, with the rest of Ukraine, 
also saw weekend lockdowns in 
November.

In January and November, lock-
downs yielded a decrease in the 
number of daily infections. In March-
May 2020, the lockdown slowed the 
spread of the virus to Ukraine and 
allowed the health care system to 
prepare for the inflow of patients. 
Still, it came close to collapsing a 
year later.

As Kyiv eases restrictions, nine 
Ukrainian regions remain under 
lockdown: Kyiv Oblast, Zhytomyr 
Oblast, Zaporizhia Oblast, Mykolaiv 
Oblast, Poltava Oblast, Sumy Oblast, 
Kharkiv Oblast, Khmelnytsky Oblast 
and Chernihiv Oblast.

As much as it is welcome by those 
tired of restrictions, the timing is 
controversial.

The lockdowns in big cities, includ-
ing Odesa and Lviv, are being lifted 
as Ukraine goes into a holiday-heavy 
period. May 1 and May 9 are official 
holidays, and Orthodox Easter is 
celebrated on May 2. Ukrainians will 
have two long weekends: May 1–4 
and May 8–10.

Many expected that the lockdown 
in Kyiv will be prolonged to cover 
the May holidays. Lifting the restric-

tions may lead to more infections as 
people get together to celebrate.

Additional risk comes from the 
fact that many Ukrainian families 
will head to the cemeteries on May 
8–9 for the remembrance days that 
come one week after Easter. In 2020, 
authorities closed down cemeteries 
and rescheduled the remembrance 
days to avoid crowds. But this year, 
there are no limitations in most of 
Ukraine.

Optimism for vaccine
After dragging its feet for two 
months, Ukraine’s vaccination cam-
paign may finally be taking off.

Although Ukraine started vacci-
nating its citizens on Feb. 24, it gave 
the first doses of the vaccine to just 
629,182 people, as of April 29. Only 
10 Ukrainians received the neces-
sary two doses.

The gap is due to the fact that 
the main vaccine Ukraine is using is 
AstraZeneca. For it, a 12-week gap 
between the first and second doses 
is recommended.

It means that the number of 
fully vaccinated people will start 
rising rapidly in mid-May, 12 weeks 
after Ukraine started vaccinating its 
citizens.

The welcome spike in the number 
of daily vaccinations — from 19,590 
on April 27 to 70,468 on April 
28 — is linked to the latest delivery of 
367,000 doses of AstraZeneca vac-
cines from South Korea on April 23.

Responding to criticism over slow 
vaccination, health care officials 
decided to use the new batch to 
give it a quick boost.

“We want to use up the whole 

batch in two or three days to demon-
strate the full capacity of the medical 
system,” said Deputy Health Minister 
Viktor Lyashko.

At the same time, it means that 
Ukraine currently doesn’t have 
AstraZeneca vaccines to administer 
the second doses. Ukraine booked 
more vaccines from India, but the 
country, currently battling one of 
the worst coronavirus crises in the 

world, is delaying all export sup-
plies, prioritizing inoculating its own 
population.

Help may come from the west. 
Poland, which booked more vaccines 
than its population needs, will deliv-
er 1.2 million doses of AstraZeneca 
to Ukraine in May or June.

That’s around the same as the 
total number of all vaccines that 
Ukraine received so far.

A couple kisses on Khreshchatyk Street in downtown Kyiv on April 10, 2021. While many people are jubilant to see the end of the lockdown, they’ve been encouraged to not let 
their guard down to prevent another surge of infection. Ukrainians have also been encouraged to get vaccinated as soon as possible. 
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Get all Ukraine’s hot news delivered
to your email before breakfast

Just go to the bottom of the Kyiv Post homepage 
and enter your email. It’s free!

Sign up for the Kyiv Post Ukraine Digest!
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Editor’s Note: World in Ukraine takes a look at 
Ukraine’s bilateral relations with diff erent nations. 
All articles are written independently from 
advertisers.

To sponsor this news feature, please contact 
the Kyiv Post’s sales team
at advertising@kyivpost.com or call 591-77-88

World in Ukraine:

The Netherlands 

Ukraine remains challenging 
country for Dutch businesses
By Natalia Datskevych
datskevych@kyivpost.com

Ukraine sells a lot of its agricultural 
products to the European Union — a 
third of all the country’s agricultural 
exports like grains, cereals and sun-
flower oil ended up in the EU last 
year, much of it to the Netherlands.

Ukraine exported agricultur-
al goods worth $1.4 billion to the 
Dutch country, part of a bilateral 
trade valued at $2.5 billion in 2020.

From the latest statistics — January 
through November 2020 — the EU’s 
27 nations bought $5.8 billion worth 
of food from Ukraine.

Professor Louise Fresco, a member 
of the Royal Netherlands Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, said Ukraine is 
a vital food producer.

“You are blessed with some of the 
best soils in the world,” Fresco said 
during a press event in Kyiv on April 
15. Ukraine will always be one of the 
countries “making sure that food is 
available to the poor in the world.”

Ukraine, in turn, imported $740 
million worth of goods from the 
Netherlands, mostly cars, pharma-
ceuticals, dairy products, vegetables, 
plants, cocoa and tobacco.

The partnership would be stron-
ger if Ukraine had rule of law.

“The country has opportu-
nities, the country has a skilled 
labor force — it has everything to 
be successful,” said Jan Steenstra, 
cofounder of EVW Automotive, the 
official dealer of Dutch DAF trucks 
in Ukraine. “But if investments are 
not protected, it’s very hard to make 
the decision.”

Dutch greenhouses
About 14 times smaller than Ukraine 
and with only 17 million people, the 
Netherlands distinguishes itself as 
one of the biggest traders in the 
world. The Netherlands exported 
$675 billion worth of goods in 2020. 
By comparison, Ukraine’s exports 
reached only $49 billion — about a 
third of the gross domestic product 
of roughly $150 billion.

Agricultural products make up the 
lion’s share of Dutch exports.

Despite its agricultural success-
es, particularly in grain production, 
Ukraine is deficient in other areas. 
For example, it has to import huge 
volumes of vegetables like tomatoes 
and leafy green vegetables — espe-
cially during the winter. In 2020, 
imports of greenhouse tomatoes 
reached a record 86,700 tons, 21% 
more than the year before.

An exception to the country’s 
otherwise dismal reality in some 
areas, Galicia Greenery, a Dutch 
greenhouse company based in Lviv 
Oblast, produces around 2 million 
lettuce bushes annually. The com-

pany sells them to Ukrainian super-
market chains and restaurants.

Founded with the joint invest-
ment of FoodVentures and Dutch 
grower cooperatives Rainbow and 
Prominent, the company uses 
aquaponics technology for growing 
vegetables.

“Salads float in special crates with 
nutrients in water,” Serhiy Lenchuk, 
director of Galicia Greenery, told the 
Kyiv Post. “This is Dutch technology.”

While the Netherlands has more 
than 9,000 hectares of greenhouse 
production, the number of them in 
Ukraine has halved in just the last 
seven years — from 500 hectares to 
280 hectares.

Main reasons: there’s no state sup-
port, electricity and gas are pricey 
and loan rates are high.

“Business should be extremely 
profitable to pay loans at 12–13% in 
the national currency,” said Lenchuk.

For him, it is much more difficult 
to run greenhouses in Ukraine than 
in the Central Asian country of 
Kazakhstan.

“When the business plan for grow-
ing in Kazakhstan or Ukraine is laid 
out on the same table, investors will 
choose Kazakhstan,” he said. “The 
attractiveness there is higher and the 
payback period is lower.”

Galicia Greenery invested 5 mil-
lion euros to start a business in 
Ukraine in 2015. The investment 
hasn’t yet returned a profit.

In the Galicia Greenery case, the 
initial plan was to build 15 hect-
ares of hothouses, where the lettuce 

would be an additional product to 
tomatoes. But it never happened and 
the area was cut to 0.8 hectares with 
only lettuce to produce.

Investors from the Netherlands 
currently don’t have plans to launch 
other projects in Ukraine.

“Not so many people want to 
invest in projects with an over five-
year payback period,” said Lenchuk.

Meanwhile, Fresco believes that 
Ukraine still has great potential in 
horticulture, including greenhouse 
production. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic, she said, pushed many people to 
switch to healthier diets.

Dutch trucks
Doing business as a Western 
European company in Ukraine for 
25 years means constant ups and 
downs, according to Steenstra from 
EVW Automotive. But even Russia’s 
war didn’t force the company to 
leave the market.

“I cannot remember for the last 15 
years any period where there was no 
risk,” said Steenstra.

The sales of DAF trucks are 
around 1,000 annually in Ukraine. 
Still, it’s three times lower compared 
to what the company had in 2007–
2008. Today, the company’s share in 
the Big Seven club — Scania, Volvo, 
MAN, Mercedes-Benz, Renault and 
Iveco — is 10%.

But this year is not an ordinary 
one.

As the pandemic fueled online 
commerce, it provoked extremely 
high demand on trucks in EU coun-
tries. Steenstra hasn’t given any con-
crete figures though, because many 
ordered trucks are still being built.

It takes about nine months to 
manufacture a truck, he said. “Even 
if the market in Ukraine places an 
order for a lot of DAF trucks, we 
simply cannot produce them.”

The company’s current growth 
forecast in Ukraine is much more 
modest than 15 years ago, when it 
just started working in the country.

In Eastern Europe, Dutch inves-
tors have more confidence in the 
Polish legal system because it is 
more transparent. “Not the case in 
Ukraine,” said Steenstra.

Dutch farmers have a similarly 
cautious attitude to investment in 
the Ukrainian agricultural sector, 
even amid the opening of the land 
market this July.

To make the country more attrac-
tive for Dutch farmers, Ukraine has 
to clarify “what foreign investors can 
expect,” said Reinoud Nuijten, agri-
cultural counselor to Ukraine at the 
Dutch Embassy in Kyiv. Currently, 
it is vague how and who can own 
or lease the land. The “situation is 
not favorable for foreigners,” said 
Nuijten.

A greenery of Galicia Greenery, a Dutch company based in Lviv Oblast, 550 kilometers west of Kyiv. Initially, the Dutch investors 
planned to build 15 hectares of greenhouses, but due to the weak investment climate in Ukraine, they built only 0.8 hectares.
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Total area:
41,528 square kilometers 

Population:
17.23 million 

GDP, PPP: 
$909 billion (2020)   

GDP per capita, PPP:
$52,250 (2020)  

The Netherlands foreign direct investments:  $8.3 billion (2010–2019)

$
King: 

Willem-Alexander Claus 
George Ferdinand  

Prime Minister: 
Mark Rutte 

Government type: Constitutional monarchy

The Netherlands 
at a glance

World Bank’s Doing Business 
Ranking: 42

Credit ratings: 
S&P — AAA (stable), Fitch — AAA 
(stable), Moody’s — Aaa (stable)

Trade
$2.5 billion

Main economic sectors: 
Agriculture, oil and natural gas, IT, electronic machinery, chemicals, fishing, 
financial services, tourism

Exports from Ukraine to the Netherlands: 
Ukraine exports grain, sunflower 
oil, wood and wooden products, 
ferrous metals, clothes, furniture
$1.8 billion

Imports to Ukraine from the Netherlands: 
Ukraine imports pharmaceuticals, 
electric cars, milk and milk 
products, plants, vegetables, cacao 
and cacao products, plastics
$750 million

Sources: World Bank, International Monetary Fund, State Customs Service

In partnership with
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t

Tackling climate change is the biggest challenge the 
world faces today.

We have recently announced our Energy Transition 
Strategy, which describes Shell’s approach to 
becoming a net-zero emissions energy business by 
2050, in step with society’s progress towards the goal 
of the UN Paris Agreement on climate change.

In February 2021, we launched our Powering Progress 
strategy to accelerate the transition of our business, 
including targets to reduce the carbon intensity 
of energy products we sell - by 6-8% by 2023, 20% 
by 2030, 45% by 2035 and 100% by 2050. We have 
worked to embed this sustainability ambition into our 
strategy, our business processes and decision-making.

As part of our renewables and energy solutions offer, 
our ambition is to sell some 560-terawatt hours per 
year by 2030, which is twice as much electricity as we 
sell today. We’re also working to implement Nature-
based Solutions that will enable Shell to invest around 
$100 million a year in high-quality, independently 

meet their net-zero emissions targets.

We aim to provide more and cleaner energy solutions 
in a responsible manner – in a way that balances short- 
and long-term interests, and integrates economic, 
environmental and social considerations.

About Shell in Ukraine
Shell Retail business entered the Ukrainian market in 
2007. Shell in Ukraine employs around 1, 500 people.

To date, the network of Shell-branded fuel sites 
consists of 132 stations in 20 oblasts of Ukraine, 
offering its customers high-quality motor fuel 
products, including Shell V-Power fuels, diesel & 
LPG, as well as a solid range of Convenience Retail 
goods, tasty food & beverages. In an effort to meet 
the expectations of a growing number of Ukrainian 
electric vehicle owners, Shell, in cooperation with 

modules at selected fuel sites. 

Shell can and must play a leading role in helping 
society to meet that climate challenge. In Ukraine we 
are developing our local Sustainability Plan in line 
with those ambitions. We believe that by reaching 
our sustainability goals, we invest into a better world 
today and tomorrow.

WHAT SUSTAINABILITY MEANS AT SHELL

www.shell.ua

Ukrainian delivery Rocket enters 
Amsterdam, has global ambitions
By Daryna Antoniuk
antoniuk@kyivpost.com

Food delivery service Rocket wants 
to become a global company rivaling 
Estonian Bolt Food, Spanish Glovo 
and American Uber Eats. And it has 
started its global expansion with the 
Netherlands.

In April this year, the company’s 
orange backpacks were spotted on 
the streets of Amsterdam, where it 
now works with nearly 50 restau-
rants and continues to connect new 
partners. For now, Rocket is the only 
service in the city that delivers food 
for free.

The Dutch market is competitive: 
Ukrainians have to work side-by-side 
with giants like Deliveroo, Uber and 
Thuisbezorgd. But despite the high 
competition, the Netherlands gives 
many opportunities to grow a busi-
ness, Rocket said.

According to global auditor PwC, 
it is easy for a tech company to 
work there because the country has 
affordable taxes, simple laws and 
many economic incentives to sup-
port innovations.

For ambitious but still unprofit-
able Rocket, it is a great place to 
continue its expansion into Europe, 
the company’s press service said.

Dutch market
Like everywhere in the world, 
food delivery is in demand in the 
Netherlands as many people stay 
home and order food online during 
the lockdown. This trend will con-
tinue and will likely become per-
manent, according to the survey by 
analyst Deloitte.

There are two most common ways 
to order food in the Netherlands: 
either to use one of the delivery 
service apps or order directly from 
a restaurant.

Rocket said that many eateries are 

“dissatisfied” with how local delivery 
services work and Rocket wants to 
help them.

To ease the expansion in the 
Netherlands, Rocket opened an 
office in Amsterdam and hired new 
staff there. The core team of nearly 
300 people remains in Ukraine.

Becoming international
Turning Rocket into an international 
business wasn’t easy, the company 
said.

It had to change its name from 
Raketa to Rocket when it started 
operating in Nicosia; it had to con-
vert the prices from hryvnias to 
euros and adjust its app to payment 

systems used in different markets.
The legislation and data protec-

tion regulation in Europe is also 
different and takes time to adjust, 
Rocket said.

The company is eager to go 
abroad to avoid risks of working in 
just one country, Rocket’s cofound-
er Aleksey Yukhymchuk said in an 
interview with Ukrainian media 
Novoe Vremya.

Rocket’s competitors, including 
Bolt, Glovo and Uber, have already 
built an international chain and 
Rocket tries to keep up. The company 
plans to launch its service in 10 more 
countries over the year and aims at 
15% of market share in each of them.

After the Netherlands, Rocket 
will probably enter Slovenia, 
Yukhymchuk said in his interview 
with YouTube channel Big Money.

Slovenia ranks 37th among 190 
countries in the Doing Business 
ranking released by the World 
Bank, and for Rocket, the ease of 
doing business is important. The 
Netherlands is on the 42th place. 
Ukraine ranks 64th.

Unprofi table business
According to Deloitte, Rocket is the 
second most popular delivery in 
Ukraine after Glovo, which has been 
operating in the country since 2018.

Apart from Glovo, the company 

also competes with Estonian Bolt 
Food that launched its service in 
October 2020 and has become pop-
ular in Ukraine due to its free deliv-
ery and discounts from restaurants.

Spanish and Estonian businesses 
are valued at billions of dollars and 
have customers all over the world, 
while Rocket’s valuation ranges from 
$50 million to $100 million, accord-
ing to Forbes.

To expand, delivery services 
attract money from investors: 
Spanish Glovo, for example, raised 
$528 million this April, while 
U. K. Deliveroo attracted $2.1 billion 
and is now valued at $10.4 billion.

Ukrainian Rocket couldn’t find 
money at first because it launched its 
service at around the same time as 
Glovo and Uber Eats. Investors said 
that there was no place in Ukraine 
for another food delivery business.

Finally, Rocket raised money from 
private investor Igor Rochlin who 
now owns 86% of the company, 
according to database YouControl.

“It was a perfect match: We had 
the project, software, process, strate-
gy to grow, team and product, while 
he had a desire to launch a (deliv-
ery) business himself,” cofounder 
Stanislav Dmitrik told Forbes.

To serve its customers faster, 
Rocket opens so-called ghost kitch-
ens that prepare food exclusively for 
the delivery service. Such kitchens 
are cheaper than full-fledged restau-
rants and can prepare foods faster, 
while being closer to customers

Yukhymchuk said that Ukrainian 
company has another ace in the 
hole to fight wealthier competitors. 
“We are stronger because we are 
local and understand the mentality 
of Ukrainians,” he said.

In 2021, the company hopes its 
strategy will help it to break even 
in Ukraine and inhabit the markets 
abroad. 

A courier of Ukrainian food ordering platform Raketa delivers his order in Kyiv on April 2, 2020. In December, Raketa had to change 
its name to Rocket as it started operating in Nicosia, Cyprus. In April 2021, Rocket entered Amsterdam and plans to enter new 
European countries soon.
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Advancing gender equality 
permeates Shell’s operations 

Despite visible progress 
over the decade, the issue 
of gender inequality at 

the workplace remains an open 
issue disproportionately affecting 
women around the world. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has further 
amplifi ed existing shifts in equal-
ity of women’s and men’s rights.

How can companies be best fit to 
address this problem?

Shell’s experience shows that gen-
der quality should permeate the 
company’s operations. Only a long-
standing policy of women’s empow-
erment implemented by companies 
may have positive social effects.

Moreover, businesses benefit from 
such policies as well.

World & Ukrainian trends
A recent McKinsey & Company 
report shows that in the oil and gas 
sector only one third of the total 
number of employees are women. 
In STEM industries (science, tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics) 
this percentage is higher — 41%, and 
in the business sector the percentage 
of employed women is about 48%.

The Women in Business Report, 

conducted by audit and consulting 
company Grant Thornton, shows 
that in 2019, the share of women 
in senior management of business 
companies worldwide was at an all-
time high, but still at 29 per cent. In 
2020 this number has not changed.

Ukraine only reflects the general 
trend in this issue. The Gender 
Profile of Ukraine, developed by 
United Nations Development 
Program, shows that the percentage 
of women in management positions 
stands at 23%, business owners at 
46%, and their overall employment 
rate at 47%. In addition, women’s 
rate of salaries is on average 23% 
less than men’s remuneration.

In the energy sector, according to 
the survey “Women and Men in the 
Energy Sector of Ukraine”, the share 
of women among all employees in 
the energy sector of the country 
remains quite low (at 23–27% in 
2013–2017), despite slightly positive 
dynamics. The structure of employ-
ment is also asymmetric — positions 
still tend to be divided into “female” 
(specialists, service workers) and 
“male” (mostly managerial posi-
tions). The disparity is also notice-

able in the context of wages: women 
receive lower wages than men on 
the same positions.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
worsened these trends. Thus, accord-
ing to European Commission’s 2021 

report on gender equality in the 
European Union, the pandemic 
has hit women particularly hard. 
Their overrepresentation in lower 
paid sectors and occupations, such 
as for instance hospitality, retail, 
or personal services, make them 
particularly vulnerable in the labor 
markets struck by the COVID-19 
crisis. Preliminary data on labor 
market trends shows that the impact 
of the pandemic’s first wave on the 
labour market was more significant 
for women than for men, the survey 
reads.

Business also has its role to play 
in protecting women’s rights and 
in empowering women’s leadership. 
This is what Shell is, in particular, 
working on.

Gender equity promotion
Our experience confirms that main-
taining cultural diversity and gen-
der balance favorably contributes 
to competitive advantages. Thus, in 
Shell Retail in Ukraine, 50% of 
women hold senior positions, far 
above the global average of 26%. 
Such high performance has been 
achieved through the company’s 
carefully thought-out policy aimed 
at building a gender-balanced orga-
nization that helps attract more 
women to management positions.

Shell signed the Declaration of the 
World Economic Forum on gender 
equality in the oil and gas sector 
and already feel the effectiveness 
of this decision in terms of financial 
performance and the general atmo-
sphere in the company. One of the 
principles of the Declaration deter-
mines ‘the establishment of gender 
diversity and inclusion as a strategic 
business imperative at all levels of 
an organization.’ The document also 
encourages the creation of an open 
inclusive corporate culture and the 
promotion of equal opportunities for 
women and men, which promotes 
the career growth of both sexes.

Shell in Ukraine is proud to having 
become a member of the United 

Nations Global Compact. This new 
chapter in the history of our company 
confirms our intentions of becoming 
a responsible and sustainable busi-
ness in various aspects from running 
a safe, efficient, responsible, and 
profitable business to contributing 
to positive changes in communities 
where Shell operates. The UN GC 
supports companies to do business 
responsibly by adhering to ten prin-
ciples that cover, in particular, human 
rights and labour. We are happy of 
being listed among those businesses 
aimed at contributing to global social 
changes which begin from gradual 
progress of individual companies.

We are continuously working on 
achieving, particularly, the United 
Nations Sustainability Development 
Goal No. 5 “Gender Equality.” This 
topic is of a crucial importance now, 
in the pandemic times, when women 
are facing even more difficulties in a 
“new reality”. According to the UN’s 
findings, women’s unpaid care work 
has increased significantly as a result 
of school closures and the increased 
needs of older people. Moreover, 
women are harder hit by the eco-
nomic impacts of COVID-19, as they 
disproportionately work in insecure 
labor markets. We bear respon-
sibility for taking care of women 
employed by Shell not only in dif-
ficult times, but always. This is our 
religion; this is Shell’s policy which 
also leads us to signing the UN 
Women’s Empowerment Principles 
in near future.

Empowering women in business 
should move from declarations to 
practical steps which will allow to 
change a still popular mindset in 
Ukraine that a woman cannot com-
bine career growth and family care. 
They also lay the foundation for 
security for women and testify to the 
company as a responsible and caring 
employer.

Peter Kerekgyarto is general director 
of Shell Retail Ukraine and country 
chair of Shell Ukraine.

The Gender Profi le of Ukraine, developed by United Nations Development Program, shows that the percentage of women in man-
agement positions stands at 23%, business owners at 46%, and their overall employment rate at 47%. In addition, women’s rate of 
salaries is on average 23% less than men’s remuneration.
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Editor’s Note: Most of the Kyiv Post’s journalism is published online. Subscribe today at the low 

rate of $45 annually for access to all articles, photos, videos, the PDF editions of the weekly printed 

newspaper and our complete archives dating to 1995.

1. Russia declares 
troop withdrawal from 
Ukraine’s borders

2. Lockdown in Kyiv to be 
lifted on May 1

3. After stoking crisis, 
Kremlin says it will pull 
troops back from Ukraine 
borders

4. Hunter Biden’s 
not-so-‘Beautiful Things’

5. Paul Grod: Russia’s 
next assault on Ukraine 
is the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline

6. Harmful chemicals 
found in the river outside 
Kyiv

7. Kravchuk: Zelensky will 
never go to Moscow for 
peace talks 

8. The Other War: Is 
Zelensky willing and 
able to tame Ukraine’s 
oligarchs?

9. Audit reveals multi-
million-dollar violations 
in Ukraine’s COVID-19 
response fund

10. Glen Grant: What 
Vladimir Putin’s buildup 
achieved
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Dutch businessman roots for local IT 
talent, but corruption remains a shock
By Liza Semko
semko@kyivpost.com

When Dutch investor Theo 
Schnitfink made it to Ukraine some 
12 years ago to open an office 
of his software development firm 
Symphony Solutions, he was amazed 
with the level of skill of Ukrainian 
software engineers.

Corruption in the country didn’t 
scare Schnitfink away, but he admits 
he was shocked when he faced it 
himself.

Despite all obstacles, in 12 years 
of working in Ukraine, Symphony 
Solutions has grown from just eight 
employees to over 250 today. And 
Schnitfink highly recommends 
Ukraine to foreign investors.

Richard Bell, owner of the con-
sultancy firm Next Step Oekraïne, 
which has helped around 300 Dutch 
businesses in Ukraine, says there are 
reasons why foreign entrepreneurs 
like it here eventually.

“They are interested in Ukraine as 
a country where you can find quali-
fied people with an affordable price 
tag,” Bell told the Kyiv Post.

Indeed, Ukraine has a pool of 
200,000 IT specialists and the aver-
age hourly rate for senior developers 
is around $35. In the United States, 
it starts from around $60, according 
to Daxx, another Dutch tech compa-
ny working in Ukraine.

At the same time, Bell adds 
that the Ukrainian market is by 
far not the most attractive mar-
ket for Dutch investors. The lack 
of rule of law is still the biggest 
scarecrow.

Moving to Ukraine
When Schnitfink opened the head-
quarters of Symphony Solutions in 

Amsterdam in 2008, he had already 
had expansion to Eastern Europe on 
his mind. And he chose Ukraine to 
start it off.

“I started looking for… the best 
location and eyed several coun-
tries. Ukraine was probably the 
most interesting country to go to,” 
Schnitfink said. Ukraine’s education, 
its liberal visa policy and cheap labor 
were favorable, he reckoned.

He chose Lviv, the city of 730,000 
people more than 500 kilometers 
west of Kyiv. The city had good uni-
versities, international airport and 

its people are similar to Western 
Europeans.

But the last thing that persuaded to 
come was support from local author-
ities: Serhiy Kiral former director 
of foreign economic relations and 
investments at Lviv City Council and 
Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi helped 
file needed documents and open 
the business.

The move wasn’t smooth, howev-
er. “I had a fight with tax authorities,” 
he said. “They were making my life 
very difficult for the first year, every 
quarter when I filed taxes.”

According to him, the tax service 
would make up mistakes in his doc-
umentation and ask him to pay a 
bribe to turn a blind eye. He would 
always refuse.

Around five-six years ago law 
enforcement authorities came 
back to the Ukrainian office to 
raid it because of alleged tax eva-
sion. Schnitfink calls it “kind of a 
revenge.”

However, what Schnitfink likes 
about Ukraine is that it has a huge 
number of great talents, especially in 
the tech domain, and high quality 

of education, even though diplomas 
can be bought in Ukraine, Schnitfink 
said.

“Ukraine has a huge potential to 
grow even more if they focus a lot 
more on teaching all the children 
English at school,” said Schnitfink.

Overall, he said Ukraine shows a 
lot of promise, especially in the IT 
industry and agriculture.

“I would recommend every inves-
tor from outside Ukraine to invest 
in Ukraine. (But) they have to really 
prepare and know upfront what they 
can expect,” said Schnitfink.

As of now, Symphony Solutions 
has a broad network of offices 
around the world with sales offices 
in the Netherlands, the U.S. and 
Belgium, as well as delivery centers 
in Ukraine, North Macedonia and 
two in Poland.

The company develops software 
for gambling companies such as 
Ladbrokes Coral and for wine app 
Vivino, among others.

Dutch offi  ce in Lviv
Schnitfink is proud of the company’s 
offices, including in Lviv.

“I really tried to bring a more of 
the Western work culture to Ukraine, 
and our office looks very Dutch for 
that reason,” Schnitfink said, describ-
ing the company’s meetings rooms 
that look like small multicolored 
buildings like the ones in the center 
of Amsterdam.

However, if Schnitfink started 
his business from scratch now, he 
wouldn’t open any offices because 
there’s no need for that now during 
the pandemic, when many work 
remotely.

“Even after COVID-19 we will 
never go back to working full-time in 
offices,” said Schnitfink.

People talk at the Ukrainian offi  ce of Symphony Solutions, a software development company founded by Dutch Theo Schnitfi nk.
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As Russia spreads lies, some Dutch 
citizens blame Ukraine for MH17 crash

A
F

PBy Anna Myroniuk
myroniuk@kyivpost.com

Dutchman Piet Ploeg lost his older 
brother Alex when Malaysia Airlines 
Flight MH17 was shot down over 
Eastern Ukraine seven years ago.

Alex was on the plane headed 
from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, 
which was hit by a Russian Buk 
missile while flying over the Donbas.

Ploeg never had the chance to 
say goodbye. All 298 people on the 
plane were killed in the attack. His 
brother was one of the two people 
whose remains were never found.

“You know, my parents both died 
in 2019 and it was very sad that they 
never got to say goodbye to their 
son,” Ploeg, who also lost his broth-
er’s wife and a nephew in the plane 
crash, told the Kyiv Post. “My mother 
often dreamed that her son was still 
alive somewhere. You wouldn’t wish 
such sad last years of your life on 
your worst enemy.”

The Netherlands Forensic Institute 
is still examining the last bone frag-
ments of the victims and is expected 
to have results this summer. Ploeg 
has little hope that his brother will 
be found.

“So far, nothing has been found 
and, to be honest, I don’t expect 
anything,” he said.

While he has almost come to 
terms with not being able to bury his 
brother, he believes the least he can 
do is to get justice for him.

Ploeg, the director of Vliegramp 
MH17, a foundation representing 
the majority of those who lost loved 
ones in the MH17 crash, has been 
proactive in trying to hold respon-
sible parties to account. Ploeg and 
400 other relatives of the victims 
brought a case against Russia to the 
European Court of Human Rights 
in 2016.

“We want Russia to admit to hav-
ing been involved in the downing 
of flight MH17. We want Russia to 
apologize to all the relatives and the 
governments of the victim countries. 
And we want Russia to contribute, in 
one way or another, to the reparation 

of the suffering caused to the victims 
and their families,” he said.

However, it is not only Russia 
who must take responsibility, Ploeg 
believes. In his view, Ukraine should 
share the blame.

“After all, if the airspace had been 
closed, this tragedy would not have 
happened,” he told the Kyiv Post.

Ukraine’s airspace
There were sufficient reasons for 
Ukraine to close the airspace above 
its eastern regions because of the 
fighting there, according to the 
Dutch Safety Board that investigated 
the MH17 crash.

Kremlin-backed forces had previ-
ously shot down Ukraine’s military 
aircraft. With that in mind, Ukraine’s 
government had a duty to warn 
other countries’ civil aviation about 

the risks of flying over the area, said 
Marieke de Hoon, assistant profes-
sor of international criminal law at 
Amsterdam’s Free University.

“It has failed in its obligation to 
close its airspace, which is a violation 
of international law,” de Hoon, who 
has been following the MH17 trial 
closely, told the Kyiv Post.

However, Russia’s guilt greatly out-
weighs Ukraine’s, which is why the 
Netherlands government is focused 
on holding Russia accountable, she 
said.

“Russia was actually involved in 
delivering this missile and in actually 
downing it and, of course, every-
thing that followed,” de Hoon said.

According to the law professor, the 
relatives of the victims are frustrated 
that no one has taken responsibility 
for the crash.

Russia denies any involvement 
despite the ample evidence and has 
called the investigation politically 
motivated.

Ukraine actively participates in 
the Netherlands-led investiga-
tion, which also includes Australia, 
Belgium and Malaysia. But de Hoon 
believes that this is not enough and 
Ukraine should stand up and take 
responsibility.

She wants the Ukrainian govern-
ment to admit it made a mistake by 
not closing the airspace.

“Then you do not need to go to 
court (to sue Ukraine) and everyone 
would prefer that,” de Hoon said.

Holding Russia accountable
Ever since investigations by journal-
ists and law enforcement connect-
ed Russia to the downing of the 
Malaysian plane, numerous lawsuits 
have been filed against the Kremlin.

Over 400 relatives of the victims 
filed a complaint against Russia 
to the European Court of Human 
Rights in 2016. It was followed by 
the Dutch government’s interstate 
claim against Russia in 2020. The 
Netherlands is accusing Russia of 
downing the plane and failing to 
collaborate with investigators as 
required by international obliga-
tions. The hearings have yet to 
start.

As of now, the central trial is tak-
ing place in a Dutch court. It started 
in March 2020 and is set to decide 
whether three Russian nationals and 
one Ukrainian are responsible for 
shooting down the plane. According 
to the joint investigation team, 
their names are Igor Girkin, Sergei 
Dubinsky, Leonid Kharchenko and 
Oleg Pulatov.

Only one of the four defendants 
is participating in the trial through 
his lawyers. The rest are being tried 
in absentia. Multiple pieces of evi-
dence, including geolocation, phone 
recordings and witness testimonies 
point to their responsibility.

If found guilty, they may be sen-
tenced to life in prison. Carrying out 
the sentence may be problematic 
as all four are allegedly hiding in 
Russia.

“As long as the Russian authori-
ties… protect them they are protect-
ed,” de Hoon said. “There is nothing 
that the Dutch police can do on 
Russian soil,” she added. There are 
no international agreements that 
could help and Russia has veto 
power in the UN Security Council.

The court may also rule that the 
four have to pay millions of euros to 
the victims’ families. Depending on 
how close their ties were, they get 
from 40,000 to 50,000 euros per 
person, according to de Hoon.

If the court awards compensa-
tion, the Dutch government will pay 
the victims’ families, and then will 
try to retrieve the sum from the 
defendants.

In June, the court is set to start 
hearing the case on the merits. The 
judges are expected to announce 
their decision next year.

Ukraine is continuing its own 
criminal investigation into the MH17 
crash and has charged the four sus-
pects separately in 2019, according 
to the Prosecutor General’s Office.

What the Dutch think
People in the Netherlands gener-
ally believe that it was Russian-
sponsored militants who destroyed 
the plane — but not always.

Russia has denied involvement, 
spun numerous versions of what hap-
pened and kept accusing Ukraine.

In 2016, pro-Russian groups start-
ed spreading conspiracy theories 
that Ukraine shot down the plane. 
At one point, they printed the mes-
sage “Wasn’t MH17 shot down from 
Ukraine?” on rolls of toilet paper and 
distributed them in Amsterdam.

Spreading anti-Ukrainian messag-
es was an attempt to convince the 
public to vote against Ukraine at the 
then-upcoming referendum on an 
association agreement between the 
European Union and Ukraine, which 
the Netherlands held in 2016.

“It was astonishingly filled with 
lies,” said Ruud Meij, a philosopher 
and an active supporter of Ukraine 
during the referendum.

The Dutch voted against Ukraine, 
but only a third of the electorate 
showed up to the polls.

According to Meij, some people 
bought the misinformation.

“This referendum definitely 
harmed the reputation of Ukraine 
because so much fake news was 
spread. It was a really fraudulent 
referendum,” said Meij.

Marc Jansen, an expert on Russia 
and Ukraine and a research fellow 
in East European Studies at the 
University of Amsterdam, believes 
that people who question the official 
MH17 investigation are a small group.

“With respect to people doubting 
the JIT conclusions, a lot of them are 
populists, who think the Dutch pub-
lic shouldn’t interfere in the Russian-
Ukrainian relations,” Jansen told the 
Kyiv Post.

Ploeg, who lost three family mem-
bers in the MH17 plane crash, wants 
Russia to stop “obstructing the crim-
inal process and putting out false 
information.” 

Head prosecutor Fred Westerbeke speaks next to a part of the Russia-made BUK rocket that was fi red on the Malaysia Airlines 
fl ight MH17 during the press conference of the Joint Investigation Team, in Bunnik, the Netherlands on May 24, 2018. The Rus-
sia-controlled separatists brought a missile from Russia to the Donbas, according to the investigators.

A relative attends the unveiling of the National Monument for the MH17 victims in Vijfh uizen on July 17, 2017.
Three years after Flight MH17 was shot down by a missile over war-torn Ukraine, more than 2,000 relatives gathered to unveil a 
memorial to their loved ones.
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With a long history in farming, the Dutch Bontrup 
family business is keen to innovate with nature to 
feed society sustainably. Bontrup aspires to create 
new opportunities for sustainable agricultural 
production, whilst improving the livelihood of 
farmer communities in the Ukraine. The Dutch 
family business owns and operates about 22.000 
hectares of fertile soil in the north east of Ukraine.

Svitlana Lakoba, General Manager of Bontrup 
Ukraine: “Agricultural development is one of the 
most powerful tools to boost shared prosperity 

Agriculture is also crucial to economic growth: in 

domestic product (GDP). “

“Almost 15 years ago, we founded the agriculture 
business in the region of Shostka and Glukhiv. 
The Ukraine and especially these regions offer 
great opportunities for innovation in agriculture. 
It’s our ambition, together with our 300 Ukrainian 
employees to actively grow the business, and 
at the same time improve and protect the local 
environment and ecology”, Lakoba adds. 

Farming for the future
Feeding the world’s growing population, while 
facing challenges such as unpredictable weather, 

natural resources and available farmland, makes 
the need for innovation in agriculture even more 

overall sustainability of food and agricultural 
systems and the Ukraine is in a unique position to 
positively contribute to this change.

“Bontrup is committed to innovate and invest in 
sustainable agriculture methods to preserve soil 
fertility and reduce land depletion. In order to do 
this sustainably, Bontrup focusses on a number of 

rotation methods, preservation measures focused 
on soil structure to responsible and sustainable 
plant protection. This enables us to farm for the 
future”, says Svitlana Lakoba.

The 22.000 hectares in the region of Shostka and 
Glukhiv are particularly suitable for agriculture and 
dairy farming because of the type of soil and the 
favourable climate. The agriculture business focusses 
on cereals, oilseeds, industrial and fodder crops. The 
total gross collection of marketable products is on 
average 80 thousand tons per year.

Bontrup Ukraine operates a highly sophisticated 
elevator complex for acceptance, completion, 
shipment and storage of products with a one-time 
capacity of 50-60 thousand tons. 

and to foreign markets (wheat, corn, rapeseed). 
Sales contracts are mainly concluded with the 
world's leading traders such as Nibulon, Glencore, 
Bunge, Agroprosperis, Cargill, and leading 
Ukrainian converters such as Kernel and MHP.

Strong Dutch-Ukraine investment partnership
In addition to the investments by the Bontrup 
family business, external credit facilities have 

was signed with the Dutch Development Bank 
(FMO) which ends this Summer. To continue 
the investments a new agreement was signed 
with the Netherlands Enterprise Agency 
(RVO).  The Netherlands Enterprise Agency 
supports entrepreneurs, NGOs, knowledge 
institutes and organisations. It aims to facilitate 
entrepreneurship, improve collaborations, 
strengthen positions and help realise national 
and international ambitions with funding, 
networking, know-how and compliance with 
laws and regulations. The Netherlands Enterprise 
Agency is a government agency which operates 
under the auspices of the Dutch Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and Climate Policy. Its activities 
are commissioned by the various Dutch ministries 
and the European Union.

These partnerships help to fund further 
expansion of the agriculture business in 
the Ukraine. The expansion plan consists of 
investments in farmland, machinery (e.g. tractors) 

invest in new technologies (high standard dairy 
farm practices and agricultural farming) in the 
Ghlukov region of the Ukraine. From 2014 up to 
the end of 2025, about UAH 370.000.000,- will be 
allocated to support farmers in the Shostka and 
Glukhiv regions.

Innovate with nature together
At Bontrup our vision is to innovate with nature 
to build and feed a sustainable society.  We 

reduce negative and enhance positive impacts on 
people, society and environment by taking a value 
chain approach. Being a company eager to make 
tangible impact, we have decided to invest and 
innovate in those areas that we master and can 

In practice this means we systematically aim to 
reduce our water and energy consumption. Over 
the years, Bontrup Ukraine has decreased its use 
of electricity, natural gas, diesel, gasoline and 
water. In the near future Bontrup will explore 
options to generate energy from biogas. 

Improving the livelihoods of farmer commu-
nity in Shostka and Glukhiv regions
Bontrup actively contributes to improving the 
livelihoods of the farmer community in the region 

of Shostka and Glukhiv. Initiatives vary from 

local residents, supporting education, health and 
social programmes. 

Bontrup works in partnership with local residents 
and governments, such as village and city 
councils, to initiate and provide funding for the 
development of these programmes. Support is 
provided to educational and medical institutions. 
Since the start, almost 15 years ago, the ‘Bontrup’ 
volleyball and football tournament have become 
an annual tradition. Over the past three years, 
about 2.3 million UAH have been allocated for 
charitable assistance to the population of the 
villages in the Shostka and Glukhiv regions.

Driven by the shared passion to innovate with 
nature, Bontrup Ukraine’s 300 employees 
actively work to improve and protect the local 
environment and ecology. 

“Collectively we make it is possible to achieve 
high yields, optimally using all production 
potential for the further sustainable development 
of the agriculture business, and at that the same 
time to preserve the land and the environment”, 
concludes Svitlana Lakoba.

www.bontrup.com

BONTRUP UKRAINE INNOVATES WITH NATURE
Partnership focused on long-term sustainable economic growth

By Brian Bonner
bonner@kyivpost.com

Vsevolod Chentsov does triple duty 
for Ukraine in The Hague, the city 
of 500,000 people on the western 
coast of the Netherlands.

Besides serving as the nation’s 
ambassador to the Netherlands since 
2017, Chentsov is also the country’s 
representative to the international 
Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons, or OPCW, which 

is headquartered in The Hague. He 
also looks out for Ukraine’s interests 
in the International Court of Justice, 
also based in the city.

As he wraps up his duties and gets 
ready for the next assignment in his 
25-year career with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, it’s fair to say that he 
has had one of the busiest and most 
consequential assignments among 
Ukraine’s envoys abroad.

Even before taking the post four 
years ago, Chentsov said he was 
involved in the ongoing MH17 inves-
tigation, the Malaysian Airlines flight 
shot down July 17, 2014, by Russian-
backed forces with a Russian Buk 
missile, killing all 298 people aboard. 
The trial of four defendants — three 
Russians and one Ukrainian — all 
believed to be hiding in Russia — is 
under way in a Dutch courtroom.

Chentsov previously served the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as direc-
tor of the European Department 
from 2011–2017.

The Netherlands has raised 
questions about why Ukraine did 
not close the airspace where the 
MH17 was shot down. Chentsov said 
that the independent Flight Safety 
Foundation reviewed how other 
nations have acted amid similar con-
flicts and found that most did not 

close their airspace. He said Ukraine 
did not know of the presence of 
the Russian Buk missile, capable of 
hitting targets 5,000 meters above 
ground. If it had, he said, the govern-
ment would have acted differently 
and “could have taken additional 
measures.” He said Ukraine “acted 
responsibly” after the MH17 shoot-
down and that the Dutch parlia-
ment, in February, concluded that 
Ukraine “did nothing wrong.”

Chemical weapons
During his tenure in the Netherlands, 
the importance of the organization 
trying to stop the use of banned 
chemical weapons globally has risen.

Syria’s dictator Bashar al-Assad, 
whose main backer is Russia, has 
used banned chemical weapons sev-
eral times against his own citizens in 
trying to crush a 10-year rebellion 
against his rule. At least 500,000 
Syrians have been killed and mil-
lions more have fled the Middle 
Eastern country. The OPCW even 
won a Nobel Peace Prize in 2013 
“for its extensive efforts to eliminate 
chemical weapons.”

Russia, more recently, has come 
under scrutiny by the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons. It is accused of using 
the banned Novichok nerve agent 
against Russian citizens Sergei and 

Yulia Skrypal in the United Kingdom 
in 2018 and against Russian opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny in 2020. 
All three survived their poisonings, 
but a UK woman who came into 
contact with the deadly chemical 
died. Russia denies any involvement 
and has refused to cooperate in the 
investigations.

Russian terrorism claim
At the International Court of Justice, 
Ukraine on Jan. 16, 2017 filed a claim 
against Russia, accusing the Kremlin 
of many international law violations, 

Ukraine’s envoy in 
the Netherlands 
seeks accountability 
for Russian crimes

Ambassador of Ukraine in The Kingdom 
of the Netherlands Vsevolod Chentsov.
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View of Saint Nicholas Church at sunset with a tour boat in Amsterdam on April 11, 2017.

A
F

P

—› page 12



12 BUSINESS | April 30, 2021 www.kyivpost.com
In partnership 

with

Vsevolod 
Chentsov’s 
4-year stint in 
Netherlands 
coming to end
including the financing of terror-
ism, particularly in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas, where Russia’s war is in its 
eighth year and 14,000 Ukrainians 
have been killed.

Ukraine won a major victory on 
Nov. 8, 2019, when the justices reject-
ed Russia’s claim that the court did 
not have jurisdiction. Ukraine also 
alleges in the pending litigation that 
Russia “maintains a policy of racial 
discrimination and cultural erasure 
directed against the Crimean Tatar 
and Ukrainian communities” on the 
Crimean peninsula that it illegally 
annexed in 2014 following a military 
invasion.

“A hearing on the merits is far 
away,” Chentsov said. “The court is 
working in a slow but sure manner.”

Bilateral ties
Chentsov said Ukraine’s relationship 
with the Netherlands has gotten clos-
er in recent years. It survived a big 
scare in 2016, when Dutch referen-

dum voters opposed an association 
agreement between the European 
Union, of which the Netherlands 
is a member, and Ukraine. But the 
government of Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte overruled voters and the 
EU-Ukraine political and economic 
agreement, enacted in 2016, remains 
in effect.

“We managed to find a solution 
to get out of this real problem,” the 
ambassador said. “But it took some 
time to stabilize the situation to get 
back to business as usual. The agree-
ment is working.”

Bilateral trade with the Netherlands 
hit $2.5 billion in 2020, with Ukraine 
running a surplus of more than $1 
million. Ukrainian exports to the 
Netherlands amounted to $1.8 bil-
lion, while Ukraine imported $741 
million, according to the embassy.

Notably, the Netherlands is the 
third largest importer of Ukrainian 
agricultural products, and ranks 
first among the 27 EU nations. The 
ambassador said that “the focus is 
shifting from commodity trade to 

technology exchange and innovation 
in agriculture, transportation and 
logistics, medicine, cybersecurity, 
space exploration, sustainable tech-
nologies and a low-carbon economy.”

In particular, the ambassador said 
Ukraine has been trying to encour-
age Dutch investors and farmers to 
grow and process food in Ukraine, 
but concerns over rule of law and the 
court system are barriers. Farming 
in the Netherlands is “very intensive” 
because of lack of land, something 
Ukraine offers in abundance.

“We are getting stronger and 
stronger in agritech,” he said. “With 
Dutch experience, Dutch technology 
and Ukrainian land and IT, we can 
feed the world together.”

Russian obstructionism
Russia has tried to evade responsi-

bility and obstruct the various legal 
proceedings under way against it, but 
Chentsov thinks the Kremlin’s behav-
ior has damaged its reputation glob-
ally, as well as in the Netherlands. 
He said that Dutch-Russian trade has 
dropped due to sanctions and inves-
tors from the Netherlands are reluc-
tant to do business with Moscow.

Farewells & lessons
Chentsov said that he comes 
away from his experience in the 
Netherlands with a respect for its 
freedom — “you feel it in every 
step” — and willingness to achieve 
solutions.

“What I like here and what is 
lacking in Ukraine is the spirit of 
consultations — looking for common-
ly accepted solutions in economic 
and social affairs, involving as many 

stakeholders as necessary, discussing 
issues until you find a solution and 
then sticking to it and honoring the 
agreement,” the ambassador said.

Ukraine, given its challenges of 
Russia’s war and “the inertia of Soviet 
mismanagement” could learn a lot 
from the Netherlands’ success in 
setting aside differences and uniting. 
“This is what I would like our people 
to learn,” he said.

He hopes for more progress, in the 
Netherlands and in the West gener-
ally, in becoming more “engaged in 
Ukraine” and considering Ukraine 
as an asset and “not as a problem 
they have to deal with.” He said 
Ukraine needs support, but will solve 
its problems on its own. He thinks 
the nations deserve trust from its 
Western partners “and I would like 
to have more of it in our relations.”

Netherlands’ King Willem-Al-
exander and Queen Maxima 
take part in festivities as part 
of King’s Day at the High 
Tech Campus in Eindhoven, 
on April 27, 2021.
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The city of Kyiv dates back, 
by some accounts, to over 
2,000 years ago. But even 

its oldest buildings have not been 
around that long.

The oldest standing structure in the 
city is the 1,000-year-old Sofiyivsky 
Cathedral, but it was altered signifi-
cantly by later reconstructions.

The Kyiv Post has put together a 
guide for those interested in seeing 
some of the capital’s oldest edifices.

Although a few of the buildings 
on this list don’t technically qualify 
as the oldest buildings in Kyiv, they 
are still a century old and hold 
some interest. Their funky floral and 
creative decor and design attracts 
numerous visitors.

Urban activists fight to get spe-
cial status for historical buildings to 
protect them from developers who 
would knock them down. While the 
government sometimes promises to 
renovate these structures, it doesn’t 
always follow through. The battle is 
ongoing.

The Oldest Home in Podil
Address: 7 Kontraktova 
Ploshcha
Built: 1798
Closest metro: Kontraktova 
Ploshcha, Poshtova Ploshcha

The wooden building on 7 
Kontraktova Ploshcha is Kyiv’s old-
est residential building. It survived 
the 1811 Great Podil Fire that raged 
three days and destroyed the major-
ity of Podil, Kyiv’s most populated 
neighborhood at the time.

Before the fire, most of the neigh-
borhood’s structures were made of 
wood. Afterwards, many of them 
were rebuilt from stone. This build-
ing is one of the few remaining 
ancient wooden buildings in Podil.

It was originally built for the 
noble family of Leontiy Vyshnevsky, 
a lover of Tsar Peter I’s daughter, 

Empress Elizabeth Petrovna. In 1891, 
the building became home to the 
Nechayev family of gingerbread mak-
ers, whose descendant stills live in 
the building.

Unofficial tours of the building 
are conducted by the owner himself, 
Kostyantyn Maleev, in his free time. 
Prices are arranged with Maleev 
directly. The tours are mainly in 
Russian. He can be contacted at 38 
(050) 672 3538.

House of Peter I in Kyiv
Address: 6/8 Kostyantynivska 
St.
Built: Unknown, estimated as 
early as 1696
Closest metro: Kontraktova 
Ploshcha
Another old wooden building that 
survived the Great Podil Fire is the 
House of Tsar Peter I. Although the 
building bears his name, there are no 
official records confirming whether 
or not the Russian emperor ever used 
this building as a secret home, as 
rumor suggests.

However, the building was home 
to several historical figures. One 
of Ukraine’s best-known Baroque 
composers, Artemy Vedel, lived in 
this house during the later years of 
his life. The building was also home 
to the founder of the Ukrainian ther-
apeutic school, Feofil Yanovsky, and 
Doctor Ivan Voskresensky, the step-
father of Ukrainian writer Mikhail 
Bulgakov.

The Museum of Kamyanitsya 
Kievsky Viyta hosts Ukrainian 
and Russian language tours and 
exhibitions in the building. Tours 
cost Hr 70 for groups of up to 
five people and Hr 120 for larger 
groups. No English tours are avail-
able. The museum operates from 

11 a. m. to 7 p. m. Tours can be 
scheduled in person, by email at 
kamianytsia.viita@gmail.com, on 
the museum’s Facebook page @
KamianytsiaViita or by phone 38 
(044) 545–63–12.

The House of Ivan 
Mazepa
Address: 16B Spasskaya St.
Built: End of 17th century
Closest metro: Kontraktova 
Ploshcha

Yet another survivor of the Great 
Podil Fire of 1811, this building has 
stood tall for over 300 years. The 
name comes from the legend that the 
building was built by famous Cossack 
Hetman Ivan Mazepa. Although 
there are no official records that can 
confirm this claim, it has become 
widely accepted. The building has 
been known as the House of Mazepa 
for centuries.

This ancient Ukrainian Baroque 
styled home received architectural 
monument status in 1963 and the 
building became a museum in the 
1990s. With more than 9,000 his-
torical items, the museum dedicates 
its exhibits to preserving the history 
and culture of the Cossacks and their 
Hetmans.

Tours cost Hr 100 for groups of 
three and Hr 150 for groups of four 
or more. They’re conducted in both 
Ukrainian and English, but English 
tours must be scheduled ahead of 
time so that the English speaking 
tour guide is available. The museum 
can be reached at 38 (044) 425 55 
49.

Mansion of Ivan 
Mykolayovych 
Tereshchenko
Street: 34 Taras Shevchenko 
Boulevard
Built: 1874
Closest metro: Universitet

This Victorian Neo-Gothic build-
ing was created in 1874–1875 by 
architect Andreas Ferdinand Krauss. 
It has seen a great deal of histo-
ry during its long life, including, 
reportedly, a 1918 meeting where 
Volodymyr Vynnychenko publicly 
decided to use armed resistance 
against Ukraine continuing on as 
part of the Russian state.

The house was under the 
Tereshchenko family’s care for gen-
erations. The first of the Terechenkos 
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Restaurants in Kyiv 

will be open again 

on May 1, after 

authorities eased the 

coronavirus lockdown. 

Summer terraces are 

under construction, 

so outdoor dining is 

coming soon!

Oldest buildings to see in Kyiv

An artist paints the Mansion of Ivan Mykolayovych Tereshchenko located on 34 Taras Shevchenko Blvd. on April 28. His descendants continued to take care of the mansion 
and in most recent years defended the building from being destroyed to make room for an illegal construction project.
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The House With Cats located on 23 Hoholivska St. attracts tourists interested in look-
ing at its Art Nouveau architecture with zoomorphic decor. The two large cats that 
are responsible for the building’s nickname stare back at onlookers, supporting the 
building’s front arched window.
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to own the house was Ivan 
Tereshchenko, a painter and son of 
Nikola Tereshchenko, one of the larg-
est sugar industrialists in the Russian 
Empire. Mykhailo Tereshchenko’s 
(who later became the foreign min-
ister of Russia in 1917) art collection, 
which was stored in this house, was 
largely destroyed during the 1917 
Bolshevik revolution.

Even though it’s a protect-
ed landmark, the building was 
almost destroyed to make room 
for an illegal construction proj-
ect between the old house and 
the nearby Hilton Hotel. It was 
saved by the quick work of activ-
ists in 2017. The ex-deputy of Kyiv 
City Council and activist Olena 
Tereshchenko-Yeskina, the wife of 
Michel Tereshchenko, a descendant 
of the owner of the estate, and now 
the mayor of Glukhiv, is one of the 
building’s defenders.

The Contract House
Address: 1 Mezhihirska St.
Built: 1815–1817
Closest metro: Kontraktova 
Ploshcha

Mezhihirska is one of the oldest 
streets in Kyiv. After the 1811 Great 
Podil Fire, the street was reconstruct-
ed to connect Podil to the Contract 
House.

Originally a trading center, 

this building also hosted balls 
that attracted the nobility. On 
the second floor was the concert 
hall which saw performances by 
famous Hungarian composer and 
pianist Franz Liszt and Italian 
opera singer Angelica Catalani. 
Famous visitors such as Honore 

de Balzac, Taras Shevchenko, 
Alexander Pushkin, and Adam 
Mickiewicz among others attended 
the grandiose events.

The House With Cats
Address: 23 Hoholivska St.
Built: 1909

Closest metro: Universitet (19 
min walk)

Although not considered one of the 
oldest buildings, this house is over 
100 years old. The outer architec-
ture of the house reflects the late 
Art Nouveau trend with zoomor-

phic decor. Visitors can spot owls, 
cats, and some chimeras throughout 
its design. The owls are embedded 
within its columns and the carved 
cats look out through some of its 
windows.

One of the building’s famous res-
idents was Stepan Timoshenko, who 
lived there in 1918. A professor at 
the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, he 
co-founded the Ukrainian Academy 
of Sciences. Considered to be one 
of the fathers of modern engineer-
ing mechanics, he developed the 
Timoshenko beam theory and later 
became a mechanical engineering 
professor at Stanford.

A bronze plaque with a portrait 
of Timoshenko was installed on the 
facade of the building in 1995.

The Chestnut Building
Address: 32 Velyka 
Zhytomyrska St.
Built: 1911–1912
Closest metro: Zoloti Vorota

Also known as the “the house with 
snakes and chestnuts,” this four-story 
Art Nouveau house has been stand-
ing for 100 years. Reptilian carvings 
slither throughout the facade’s bay 
window and the stucco ornaments 
ripple with chestnut leaves.

Architectural activists were prom-
ised that the local government would 
conduct much-needed renovations 
but for now, the building remains 
closed.
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Check out these places in ancient city

The House of Ivan Mazepa located on 16B Spasskaya St. is one of the few surviving buildings of the Great Podil Fire of 1811, stand-
ing in Kyiv for over 300 years. This Ukrainian Baroque styled home is now a museum with more than 9,000 historical items, and 
exhibits preserving the history and culture of the Cossacks and their Hetmans.
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Follow
Kyiv Post Employment
on your favorite
SOCIAL MEDIA

More details: advertising@kyivpost.com

facebook.com/kyivpostef/

@JobsKyiv

SUBSCRIBE to our 
Weekly Employment Digest

linkedin.com/showcase/kyiv-post-employment-fair/

employment
follow us on

Work permits
RESIDENCE PERMITS

Business set up, accounting services
+380-44-237-72-76

www.accounting.ua

CLASSIFIEDS

TEXT FOR
215 UAH

Advertising in the Classifieds 
and Employment section  

+380 44 591 77 88 or 
advertising@kyivpost.com

BEST BARGAIN! 

Alinea International is one of the Canada’s leading international 
development organization. It executes projects for the Govern-
ment of Canada, as well as the World Bank, United Nations, Asian 
Development Bank, Inter-American Development Bank and others. 

In October 2019, Alinea International launched a new five-year project in Ukraine: 
Support to Ukraine’s Reforms for Governance (SURGe). SURGe is a technical as-
sistance project in Ukraine, funded by Global Affairs Canada and implemented by 
Alinea International Ltd.
SURGe Project is looking for the following experts:
for the Government of Ukraine (multiple Ministries):
• Policy Development/National Strategic Planning Expert.

Deadline for applications: May 14, 2021.
Please, send your applications to: valeriias@alineainternational.com.
For more detailed information about preferred qualifications and skills, indicative duties and 
responsibilities, as well as applying procedure, please visit web-site: https://edge.in.ua/
vacancies/  

THE BEST WAY
to reach the largest group

of English-speaking
Ukrainians

Call the advertising department 
at (044) 591 7788

or e-mail:  advertising@kyivpost.com

is to advertise in the
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OPINION

PODCAST

Most of the Kyiv Post’s content is online. Here are some samples of the great 

journalism that readers will fi nd daily at kyivpost.com
Hunter Biden’s not-so-

‘Beautiful Things’

Audit reveals multimillion-
dollar violations in 

Ukraine’s COVID-19 
response fund

Zelensky vs. Oligarchs: 
Is this the long-awaited 

showdown?

Glen Grant: What 
Vladimir Putin’s buildup 

achieved

Ukrainian band Go_A 
present new song ‘Shum’ 

for Eurovision 2021

Harmful chemicals found 
in the river outside Kyiv

Paul Grod: Russia’s next 
assault on Ukraine is the 

Nord Stream 2 pipeline
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The board of the Tulipfestival would like to thank our partners & sponsors.
With their support the visitors and the people of Kyiv can enjoy the 100.000 Dutch tulips.

 In April and May the historic Maidan square will be covered in a sea of Dutch tulips. The gift is a symbol of the strong 
friendship between Ukraine and The Netherlands. Over the past 30 years the ties between the two countries became very strong. 

The Netherlands is one of the biggest investor in Ukraine and there are many
collaborations in the field of economics, culture, science and humanitarian projects.

The festival also honors the memorable role of the fallen hero’s during the 2014 revolution by a symbolic 1000 tulips for each 
of the “Heavenly Hundred”.

Emiel de Sévren Jacquet
Honorary Consul of Ukraine in the Kingdom of the Netherlands


