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They are easy to spot at vari-
ous protests, rallies and raider 
attacks: young, athletic men 
dressed in sports clothes who 
stick together in groups and 
often prefer fists to words in 
confrontations they themselves 
provoke. 

Most often these young men 
manage to preserve their ano-
nymity, as do their handlers. 
But the May 18 assaults of 

two journalists revealed some 
of their identities. They were 
tracked to other rallies, raising 
suspicions that the men may be 
professional fighters, available 
for hire by political parties.

Pictures of the latest incident 
taken by one of the attacked 
journalists went viral last week-
end. Media and activists dug 
deep into photo archives on 
social media and news websites 
to look for traces of the attack-
ers and discovered that these 
athletic young men were no 
strangers to rallies and other 
controversial events, 

Ukraine two-times on MiG jets sale 
BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA 
& MARK RACHKEVYCH
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM, 

RACHKEVYCH@KYIVPOST.COM

Croatia’s 2010 plans to overhaul its 
fighter jet fleet involved the purchase 

of eight MiG-21 jets from Ukraine as 
a bidder. The only problem is that 
those jets seem to have already been 
contracted to Yemen. 

In December 2011 Croatia sent a 
delegation to Odesa to inspect the 
jets, which noticed basic Yemeni tags 

on them, but initially thought nothing 
of it. Since then, however, five of the 
10 Croatian bid assessment commit-
tee members have been dismissed 
because of the scandal. Repercussions 
in Ukraine have yet to appear.

After the 2011 visit, and pursuant 

to negotiations, Ukraine wrote a let-
ter obtained by the Kyiv Post that 
appears to contain false MiG owner-
ship information. Dated Dec. 19, 2011, 
and addressed to the Croatian Ministry 
of Defense, Ukrspecexport – the state-
owned military product and ser-
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An opposition rally on May 18 
came to blows after an attack on 
journalists by young sportsmen — a 
common sight at rallies and raids 
throughout the country. (Vladislav 
Sodel/Kommersant-Ukraine)

BY JAKUB PARUSINSKI, 
ANASTASIA FORINA
PARUSINSKI@KYIVPOST.COM, 

FORINA@KYIVPOST.COM 

Will agribusiness make or break 
Ukraine’s economic future? The 
answer of many participants of the 
Kyiv Post’s Food Safety Conference 
on May 22 was that it depends on 
whether the country can boost stan-
dards to become a global exporter, 
or end up struggling to ensure the 
health of its own population.

Strategists argue that what energy 
was for the 20th century, food will be 
in the 21st. Nowhere does this strike 
as close to home as in Ukraine. For 
the past twenty years, much of the 
nation’s agenda has been set by the 
energy sector, especially gas imports 
from Russia. In the future, argues 
Andreas Lier, CEO of chemical giant 
BASF Ukraine, the country’s eco-
nomic and overall development will 
be determined by food.

“Ukraine has 33 million hectares 
of arable land that is one third of 
China’s lands. China has 1.2 billion 
and Ukraine has 45 million people 
and it has the largest area of agro 
land in Europe. It could in fact be 
the breadbasket of the world,” Lier 
says.

According to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, 
Ukraine has the potential to 
become the world’s sixth biggest 
wheat exporter by 2021 and 

Food safety 
is a key issue 
for Ukraine’s 
economy

Viltali Klitschko delivers a keynote 
address at the conference
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BY KATERYNA KAPLIUK
KAPLIUK@KYIVPOST.COM

Almost a year after Ukraine co-hosted 
the European football championship 
with Poland, the nation is still coughing 
up some of the after-effects of lavish 
spending for the tournament – espe-
cially the many cases of corruption 
associated with procurement. 

The multi-million dollar stadiums 
were often at the center of media atten-
tion during the preparation phase. And 
they still are now, only for investigators 
and judges. There are certainly lessons 
to be learned, especially since Ukraine is 
preparing for the 2015 Eurobasket cham-
pionship and getting ready to bid for the 
right to host the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

In one case a state technological 
safety official was allegedly bribed and 
allowed unsuitable fire doors to be 
installed at the Olympic Stadium in 
Kyiv that hosted the finals, attended by 
more than 70,000 spectators. 

The general prosecutor’s office dis-

covered the inspector allegedly received 
Hr 350,000 for signing all the approvals, 
Ekonomichna Pravda website reported. 
Journalists had earlier discovered that 
expensive fire doors were installed 
using flammable construction foam. 
That means that in the case of a major 
fire, the doors could simply collapse. 

The online newspaper reported that 
the bribe was allegedly paid by trade 
company Vist, a subcontractor. If the state 
officer is found guilty, he might get a pris-
on term of 8 to 12 years, with confiscation 
of his property. Vist managers, however, 
only feature as witnesses in this case.

Vist top managers could not be 
reached for this story. The company’s 
secretary told the Kyiv Post she wasn’t 
aware of the situation.

Vist, the subcontractor, signed a 
contract with AK Engineering, the 
general contractor for the Olympic 
Stadium, which was handpicked after 
the then-deputy Prime Minister Borys 
Kolesnikov took charge in 2010 of the 
nation’s Euro 2012 agency.

In the course of two years, the 
company received hundreds of mil-
lions of hryvnias from the state bud-
get to finance the ever-growing con-
struction costs. This led some media 
to suggest AK Engineering had ties 
with Kolesnikov, which he vigorously 
denied. The total amount paid for the 
stadium went up from the original esti-
mate of Hr 1.37 billion to a whopping 
Hr 4.6 billion. 

Experts said at the time that up to 
40 percent of the budget was lost to 
corruption. This, in part, happened 
because all procurement operations 
related to Euro-2012 were freed from 
competitive procedures.

Speaking at a recent conference in 
Kyiv, director for Freedom House’s 
Eurasian Program Susan Corke said 
the loss of a third part of the funds allo-
cated for the construction of Ukrainian 
Euro-2012 stadiums was “one of the 
clearest examples of corruption.”

“Quite often people know that if they 
have no money for bribes, they will 

be unable to ensure defense. Public 
procurement is often aimed at stuffing 
the pockets of government officials,” 
she said. 

One of the classical cases of non-
transparent use of budget happened 
during the purchase of seats for the sta-
dium. AK Engineering procured them 
though a chain of little-known compa-
nies. One of them, Spetspostach, was 
accused by Cherkasy region tax police 
of tax evasion to the tune of Hr 3.8 mil-
lion in value added tax. Another player 
in this chain, Vailis LLC, was named by 
a Cherkasy court as “displaying signs of 
a fictitious company.”

AK Engineering’s director Volodymyr 
Artiukh also features in corruption cases. 
In June 2012, he confessed to being 
involved in embezzling Hr 24 million 
during the renovation of Rodovid Bank 
in 2009, later bailed out by the state. 
Artiukh remained free and now is trying 
to improve his company’s reputation.

Kyiv Post staff writer Kateryna Kapliuk 
can be reached at kapliuk@kyivpost.com.

A year after European football 
championship, corruption cases linger

is already a regular on the corn 
exports podium. But Ukraine’s prob-
lem, Lier explains, is excessive concen-
tration on producing raw commodities 
– wheat, rape and corn – while value-
added products such as meat or dairy 
are sidelined. 

“Some 20 years ago when Ukraine 
became independent, the country was 
populated by 19 million pigs, now there 
are eight million and that’s just the 
middle of the value chain,” Lier says. 

Also, to make the most of its oppor-
tunities, Ukraine has no choice but 
to improve standards and safety. In 
its most recent sector development 
report, the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development identi-
fied the dairy sector as one of four 
areas in which Ukraine holds a key 
competitive advantage. 

The problem, according to the 
OECD, is quality. Of the three grades 
of milk quality in the European Union, 
Ukraine does not even meet the low-
est. According to Fredrick Aherne, 
a non-executive director at Warsaw 
Stock Exchange-listed diary producer 
Milkiland, this is one of the reasons 
why Polish cheese is now invading 
Ukraine’s shelves with better quality, 
and often at cheaper prices.

It takes some ten liters of milk to 
produce the equivalent of a liter of 
cheese, Aherne explained, but all of 
this depends on the fat and protein 

content, which in turn depend on 
standards. In Ukraine, where three-
quarters of milk production comes 
from small-scale farmers, often with 
just a handful of cows, keeping those 
standards high and testing for them is 

neither easy, nor cheap. 
Buying quality raw ingredients and 

controlling them properly means a pre-
mium of 15-20 percent compared to the 
competition, says Roman Romanchuk, 
general manager of Asian food chain 

Sushiya. “We explained this to clients, 
and they said they understood, but still 
went for the cheaper version,” he says.

Most experts agree that a lack of 
understanding of food standards is a 
major obstacle in Ukraine. According 
to Alla Grygorenko, head of depart-
ment of public health of the ministry 
of healthcare of Ukraine, several bills 
on food safety are being prepared now. 
One of them is dedicated to informing 
consumers about the quality of the 
products. 

Another determines the procedure 
of registration of advanced products in 
Ukraine, Grygorenko added. Perhaps 
even more importantly, these are now 
being made in consultation with busi-
ness, not just over its head.

“We have switched from sole 
determination of safety and qual-
ity criteria to a dialog (with business 
representatives). All regulations are 
now discussed before they are 

Better standards needed 
to unlock food potential

Czech Agriculture Minister Petr Bendl. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)

Sergey Trifonov from Milkiland and Nataliya Mykolska 
from Sayenko Kharenko law firm. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin) 3
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From left: Fredrick Aherne 
(Milkiland), Eleonora Dupouy (FAO), 
Anastasiya Zrazhevska and Yana 
Mechaeva (McDonalds) And Jean-
Jacques Herve (Credit Agricole). 
(Anastasia Vlasova)
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approved,” Grygorenko said.
But business argues that the gov-

ernment isn’t always helping – set-
ting maximum prices for key goods 
and burdening firms with regulations 
that add administrative work, but don’t 
ensure quality.

According to Aherne, who previous-
ly worked at Nestle in engineering and 
production management, the onus of 
responsibility should be on companies 
that have the most at stake anyway.

“Good marketing can sell the first 
batch, but the quality of production 
sells the second and third batch,” he 
said. “If you don’t have trust, you don’t 
have a business. So it’s immaterial for 
me if the state is guaranteeing safety.”

Others note that market forces of 
competition are not enough to rely on 
when it comes to people’s health. For 
one, not every company has an inter-
national reputation to defend, or the 
knowledge and resources to make sure 
its products meet standards. 

The recent poisoning and hospi-
talization of 17 people, including five 
children, in Mykoliav this month, shows 

that what Ukraine needs is not millions 
of investment or complex new technol-
ogies, but respect for basic principles of 
food safety, said Yuri Zvazenko, a food 
safety specialist at the International 
Financial Corporation agribusiness 
advisory project.

Meanwhile, the patchwork imple-
mentation of “hazard and analysis and 
critical control points,” an internation-
ally used food safety system, speaks 
for itself. In recent years the number of 
compliant companies in Ukraine grew 
from 70 to 700, but with 17,000 pro-
ducers country-wide, Zvazenko said, 
much more work has to be done. 

No matter whether the burden of 
ensuring food safety should fall on the 
public or private sector, all the players 
say they understand the importance of 
this task. Aherne says he picked up the 
best mantra during his time at Nestle: 
“Remember that everything you make 
– someone will put in their mouth.”

Kyiv Post chief editor Jakub Parusinski 
and staff writer Anastasia Forina can be 
reached at parusinski@kyivpost.com and 
forina@kyivpost.com, respectively.

Business, state need to 
cooperate on regulation

From left: Olga Kukhar (Danone), Alla Grygorenko (Healthcare Ministry), 
Mykola Myrkevych (Association of Farmers and Private Landowners), 
Valentyn Bezrukyi (TEST research center) Lidiya Didukh (Nestle), Andreas Lier 
(BASF Ukraine) and Jakub Parusinski (Kyiv Post). (Anastasia Vlasova)

Oleskandra Kuzhel from the State Committee on Entrepreneurship, Regulatory and Antimonopoly Policy delivered a 
keynote address. (Anastasia Vlasova)
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Big Brother reflex
The Soviet Union is alive and well in Ukraine. In particular, its Big Brother need to 
control, the reflex to crush and the longing for power that knows no limits. Many 
of this week’s events displayed these totalitarian features, but there are two that 
really stand out, and can have extremely negative consequences for the nation, 
both in the short- and long-term.

One incident was Prime Minister Mykola Azarov’s gut reflex to strip some 
ten journalists of their Cabinet accreditation for staging a silent protest during a 
meeting of ministers this week. Journalists demanded action from the govern-
ment to fully and promptly investigate the recent beating of their two colleagues 
during a May 18 rally. 

The protesting reporters pinned their messages to their backs, and turned 
around so that the ministers could read them – and that’s the whole crime. 
Azarov became infuriated and banned the unruly reporters, only to reverse his 
decision the next day under public pressure. Media experts said the reporters 
broke no code of conduct rules in the Cabinet since they did not obstruct the 
work of officials, guards and staff. So Azarov’s reaction once again betrays his 
manual, old-school management style, not to mention his lack of understanding 
of a number of freedoms guaranteed to any Ukrainian by the Constitution, most 
notable the freedom of  expression.

But even more alarming than Azarov’s reaction was the Dniprovsky district 
court decision in Kyiv on May 21. The court ruled to fine a website owner Hr 
14 million for commentaries on its online forum. The website and forum was 
set up by a community of residents who were attempting to fight a large-scale 
construction project next to their homes. The developer, who sued the website, 
claimed moral and financial damages from lost sales that allegedly resulted from 
comments on the forum.

Until now, the Internet has remained the most open, free and accessible 
platform for expression in Ukraine. Some of the most influential media – notably 
Ukrainska Pravda – only exist online. With this dangerous precedent, their very 
existence will now be under threat. 

Fly the flag
Ukraine’s LGBT community, already one of the most vulnerable social groups in 
the country, took more than a few hits these past two weeks. First, parliament 
suspended indefinitely on May 16 a vote on a bill that would prevent employers 
from discriminating against individuals based on their sexual orientation. It could 
have been a big win for them as well as another step toward addressing the EU’s 
outlined reforms on Ukraine’s long path toward European integration.

Then Kyiv’s city administration on May 22, in an all-too-familiar move, banned a 
Kyiv Pride event set for May 25 that had been planned by LGBT rights groups for 
months in advance, citing rising opposition to the March of Equality by religious 
and right-wing groups, including the Svoboda party, which threatened violence if 
the event was allowed to go on as planned.

To add insult to injury, those groups rallied in front of parliament and Kyiv city 
hall chanting hate slogans, cheering on a priest that likened homosexuals to 
rabid dogs.

The same happened last year when a planned Kyiv Pride march had to be 
cancelled in the face of violent threat posed by groups of the extreme-right 
youth. 

“This shameful decision does a disservice to the city of Kyiv,” said Max Tucker, 
Ukraine campaigner at Amnesty International. “Instead of allowing all of its 
residents to join in the celebration of culture, the city authorities are picking and 
choosing who is allowed to take part. This discrimination must not be tolerated.”

According to Amnesty International, the march’s organizers were notified 
about the court hearing that eventually ruled in the administration’s favor at 9 
a.m. on May 23, only two hours before it was due to begin. They also were denied 
legal representation. 

So not only were organizers deprived of their right to freedom of assembly, 
there were also denied the opportunity to a fair hearing in court. 

One bright spot came when the British Embassy flew a Pride flag on 
May 17 to support the Ukrainian LGBT community and commemorate 
International Day against Homophobia. It’s a shame more Western embas-
sies didn’t join.

The Kyiv city administration should not only allow Kyiv Pride to take place 
on May 25 as planned, it should show that it’s taking steps toward European 
principles, and ensure to the best of its ability the safety of participants and do 
away with the convenient excuse that it can’t – especially after Ihor Mikhalko, 
head of Kyiv’s police press service, told Kyiv Pride organizers the police are 
ready to protect the March of Equality participants and have the manpower 
and skills to do so.

Editorials

Feel strongly about an issue? Agree or disagree with editorial positions in this newspaper?
The Kyiv Post welcomes letters to the editors and opinion pieces, usually 800 to 1,000 words in length. Please email all cor-
respondence to Jakub Parusinski, chief editor, at parusinski@kyivpost.com or letters@kyivpost.com. All correspondence 
must include an email address and contact phone number for verifi cation.

Ukraine’s parliament has finally approved changes to anti-
corruption legislation: in a cross-party move, 373 lawmakers 
supported the bill on May 14. The most important thing now 
is that the law starts to work.

What the law is about
The newly adopted law has a number of strong points. One 
of the very important ones is that the unified register of 
people who have committed corruption offenses becomes 
open to the public. Previously, the Ministry of Justice used 
its traditional excuse to brush off any prying eye by insisting 
that the register contains personal data, which was not avail-
able for free public use.

Moreover, the new law states that income and asset dec-
larations by public officials have to be made available fully 
on the Internet. And the low threshold of expenses officials 
incur and have to declare was reduced to Hr 150,000, or 
almost two-fold.

Thirdly, the law introduces mandatory anti-corruption 
expertise be given to all decisions taken by the authorities. 
In parliament, the relevant committee for fighting corruption 
will be obliged to conduct this expertise of all proposed bills.

Currently, this procedure is only required to be conducted 
by the Ministry of Justice, and is only limited to bills filed by 
the Cabinet of Ministers. To get around this requirement, 
all corrupt schemes were introduced to bill submitted by 
members of parliament.

Another novelty is there will be a new mechanism to 
control public officials’ income declarations. Unfortunately, 

it’s going to be very weak to start with. Special departments 
to prevent and identify cases of corruption will be created 
within certain government bodies.

Within their scope of powers, they will be able to inspect 
officials for conflicts of interests, as well as check informa-
tion in officials’ income declarations. Until now, nobody 
has followed up on information that appeared in income 
declarations.

What’s missing? 
The big question now is whether this law is enough. The 
answer is, unfortunately, no. Among the problems that have 
not been addressed are three very important ones. 

First of all, financial supervision over declarations will be 
entrusted to internal control departments, which are actually 
dependent on the authorities. They neither have the knowl-
edge, nor resources to exercise this control, especially in 
terms of checking foreign assets of public officials. Besides, 
it is very likely that only the declarations of officials who are 
out of favor will be checked.

Secondly, there is no liability foreseen for provid-

First meaningful 
laws fighting 
corruption pass

OLEKSII KHMARA 

NEWS ITEM: Journalist from Channel 5 Olha Snitsarchuk was beaten up by a group of unknown people during a 
May 18 rally in Kyiv. The beating caused an outrage in Ukraine and condemnation from the international community, 
as well as a number of journalistic protests. In a video address released two days after the incident, chief suspect 
Vadym Titushko insisted that he was trying to protect the journalist, despite numerous pieces of video and photo 
evidence that he was one of the attackers.
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This is for your own 

good!”
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 The most 
important now 
is for the law to 
start working

– Oleksii Khmara
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VOX
populi

Eleonora 
Dupouy, 
food safety 
officer, UN 
Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization
“I am con-
fident the 
state should 
regulate and 

protect consumers… The market can 
decide on quality but not on safety. 
Safety should be under supervision 
and monitoring of government.”

Oleh 
Nivievsky, 
expert at 
Institute for 
Economic 
Research 
and Policy 
Consulting 
“The state’s 
presence in 
this sector is 

too big. Our standards are outdated. 
The state should delegate the control 
over food safety to producers and 
then just verify if they are executing it.”

Serhiy 
Osavolyuk, 
head of IFC 
Investment 
Climate for 
Agribusiness 
Advisory 
Project
“The state 
has to 
control the 

safety, including the consumer’s 
awareness about the ingredients a 
product is made of. But it shouldn’t 
end up checking every step. 
Businesses should be responsible for 
safety maintenance and the state has 
to check from time to time.”

Fredrick 
Aherne, 
non-execu-
tive director 
at Milkiland
“Market forc-
es are key. 
Ukraine is 
already over-
regulated... 
The issue is 

the policing. If the state goes to the 
shelf, takes the products and tests 
them, and publishes the results, then 
consumers can get some confidence.”

Valentyn 
Bezrukyi, 
president at 
independent 
research 
center Test
“It shouldn’t 
be done 
by state or 
businesses 
alone... 

According to (EU legislation), the state 
determines the rules, producers are 
responsible for quality and safety, 
which are controlled by non-govern-
mental organizations.”

At the Kyiv Post’s May 
22 Food Safety 
Conference we asked 
experts whether 
improving safety and 
standards should be 
done through state 
regulation or lifting 
barriers for business

WITH 
ANASTASIA FORINA

At the May 18 Rise Ukraine rally, 
the nation’s three joint opposition 
forces supported a single candidate 
for president in 2015. Batkivshchyna, 
the Ukrainain Alliance for Democratic 
Reform and Svoboda picked impris-
oned ex-Prime Minister Tymoshenko 
as their leader. 

However, it’s highly unlikely that 
Viktor Yanukovych will free his main 
political rival any time soon, and the 
opposition will have to consider an 
additional option: Batkivshchyna lead-
er Arseniy Yatseniuk or UDAR’s Vitali 
Klitschko.

The day after the Kyiv rally, market 
researcher GfK Ukraine released find-
ings from a poll conducted in April 
that shows Klitschko would get a more 
than convincing victory if he runs 
against Yanukovych. According to this 
research, both of them would get 16 
percent of votes in the first round, but 
Klitschko would get 38 percent against 
Yanukovych’s 19 percent in the second 
round.

At the same time, it’s too early for 
Klitschko to uncork the champagne 
bottle. This is a serious achievement 
for a politician whose party has just 
made it to parliament for the first time. 
But his real problems are only about 
to start.

As soon as public opinion picks him 
to be the main rival of Yanukovych, he 
should expect the propaganda machine 
of the powers-that-be to attack him the 
same way it recently did Yatseniuk and 
Oleh Tiahnybok, Svoboda’s chief.

One of the reasons for Klitschko’s 
success is that until now he has man-
aged to keep quiet on some of the hot-
test issues, such as the debate around 
the status of the Russian language, 
NATO membership, and so on. 

Also, the electorate has ascribed to 
him alone all the achievements of the 
rest of the opposition combined, not 

in the least thanks to the “warm bath” 
he was given by the state and oligarch-
owned TV channels. At the same time, 
Yatseniuk and Tiahnybok have been 
under fire from those very media for 
a long time.

This would not be the first time 
when a presidential hopeful has such 
a honeymoon with his electorate, and 
in fact there are examples of the 
kinds of honeymoons he should try to 
avoid. Before the last presidential cam-
paign, as the Front of Change leader, 
Yatseniuk grew in steeply in popularity. 

By August-September of 2009 his 
rating peaked at 14 percent, and then, 
as a result of disappointing mistakes 
in his own campaign, combined with 
counter-spin from opponents, his rating 
dropped by half to just 7 percent.

To draw more analogies with the 
2010 presidential election, it’s worth 
looking at Serhiy Tigipko, who polls 
predicted would do well in the second 
round of the election. But he failed to 
get into the second round, showing once 
again how volatile the electorate can be.

On the positive side for Klitschko, 
nobody from his parliamentary faction 

has thus far defected to the pro-govern-
ment faction, unlike in Batkivshchyna. 
This has partially due to the support 
of presidential Chief-of-Staff Serhiy 
Lyovochkin, who has a number of pro-
teges in UDAR.

The authorities have little interest 
in drowning Klitschko’s party at the 
moment. If the presidential team fails 
to help the “convenient” Tiahnybok 
get into the second round, Klitschko 
can be considered by the president’s 
advisers as a more accommodating 
opponent able to strike an agreement 
with Yanukovych.

Tigipko’s phenomenon in the last 
election indicates that Klitschko’s main 
problem still lies ahead: getting into 
the second round as one of the two top 
candidates. He should not be fooled 
by today’s numbers. On the eve of the 
October 2012 parliamentary election, 
sociologists said he could count on 
22-25 percent of the vote, but his party 
only received 15 percent.

The reason behind it is Klitschko’s 
amorphous core electorate. He has 
proved this point in 2008, when in the 
mayoral election he was overtaken by 

Leonid Chernovetskiy and Oleksandr 
Turchynov. 

Today, Klitschko is refraining from 
answering the question whether he will 
take part in the Kyiv mayoral election 
this year. A dominating opinion pre-
vails among UDAR leaders that mayor-
ship in Kyiv, complete with its housing 
and transport problems, would doom 
the presidential ambitions of Klitschko.

On the other hand, local UDAR 
offices clearly have some experience 
playing to the tune of their opponents 
from the authorities. Representatives 
of Svoboda and Batkivshchyna com-
plained after the 2012 election that 
UDAR’s decision to not call off their 
losing candidates in some of the major-
ity constituencies, cost the opposition 
some 15 seats in parliament. On the 
other hand, in most of the six races 
where UDAR members were clear lead-
ers, both Svoboda and Batkivshchyna 
pulled out their candidates.

Klitschko’s stubborn refusal to coop-
erate with the rest of the opposi-
tion camp (which is nurtured by the 
authorities) can create serious prob-
lems for him in the near term. It will 
be increasingly difficult to believe in 
his oppositional stance if he continues 
to cooperate with the Party of Regions. 

It’s interesting to note that Tigipko’s 
Strong Ukraine party walked a simi-
lar path recently. It started off as an 
alternative to the Party of Regions, and 
achieved impressive results in many 
southern and eastern regions. 

By now, Strong Ukraine has ceased 
to exist, and Tigipko, once a promising 
politician who criticized the Party of 
Regions, has long taken the image of a 
pro-government politician.

Klitschko will have a chance to 
repeat Tigipko’s fate. That’s why it’s of 
utmost important for the opposition to 
show unity in their ranks and promote 
a real, high-rate candidate for the 
presidential election. This is especially 
important since the government is 
planning to amend the presidential 
election law to hold it in a first past the 
post one-round race.

This is why Klitschko should real-
istically assess his chances and test 
his candidacy if he plans to stay in 
Ukrainian politics for the long run. By 
doing so, he will also prove that this 
career is more than just a type of busi-
ness activity.

Taras Berezovets is the director of 
Berta Communications, a company that 
specializes in personal and strategic 
consulting.

Tough choices ahead 
for Vitali Klitschko

TARAS
BEREZOVETS

Leaders of the opposition, Svoboda’s Oleh Tyahnybok, Batkivshchyna’s 
Arseniy Yatseniuk and UDAR’s Vitali Klitschko join hands during an anti-
government rally in Kyiv on May 18. (Konstyantyn Chernichkin)

Vitali
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Vitali
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Tymoshenko
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Yanukovych 

Viktor
Yanukovych 

3%

Based on a representative national poll of 1,000 respondents conducted by GfK Ukraine on April 
3-23. The margin of error does not exceed 3.1 percent.

Who will be the next president?
Results of the first-round vote

Results of the second-
round vote
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vice trader – said those eight 
planes were on the balance sheet 
of Odesaviaremservis, a state-owned 
enterprise under Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry. 

The letter also stated: “Ukrspecexport 
confirms that once the contract is 
signed with and end-user certificates 
are received from the Defense Ministry 
of the Republic of Croatia, all necessary 
permits will be secured from the State 
Service of Export Control of Ukraine.”

Signed by Ukrspecexport General 
Director Dmytro Perehudov, the letter 
furthermore had an annex attached 
from Odesaviaremservis that stated 
the eight MiG-21 jets had been origi-
nally purchased from Swiss-registered 
Scimitar Systems SA and transported 
on Jan. 1, 2003 based on customs 
declarations. 

The problem is that Scimitar was 
established on Aug. 21, 2003, eight 
months after the MiGs were alleg-
edly procured, according to the com-
pany’s public deed and articles of 
incorporation, obtained by the Kyiv 
Post. Moreover, Scimitar isn’t registered 
for armament sales, only to sell civil 
aviation. 

The deal came as a surprise to 
Yemen, which on May 6, 2005 con-
tracted to purchase 28 MiG jets 
from Ukrinmash, a subsidiary of 
Ukrspecexport, and had received all 
but eight of them – those that had the 
same plane and engine manufacturing 
numbers and years as those offered to 
Croatia. 

Yemen’s then-Air Force and Air 
Defense Commander Staff Major 
General Pilot Mohammed Saleh 
Al-Ahmer even wrote the Croats a let-
ter obtained by the Kyiv Post, informing 
them of this on March 4, 2012. 

“Recently we agreed with Ukrinmash 
on delivery of the remaining (8) eight 
Aircraft, and now we are in process of 
their delivery,” reads the Yemeni letter. 

The letter included a list of the 28 
MiG jets complete with plane and 
engine manufacturing numbers and 
years. 

When the Kyiv Post called the num-

ber listed on the letterhead of the 
Yemeni correspondence on May 17, 
an air force officer who said he wasn’t 
allowed to speak to the press con-
firmed that Yemen is in “the negotia-
tion phase of having the eight remain-
ing MiGs delivered.”

He said Yemen ran into financial 
troubles in 2011, but confirmed the 
country was to receive the last eight 
MiGs of the order contracted with 
Ukrinmash. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s foreign min-
istry acknowledged a contract for the 
sale of MiGs to Yemen, but claimed 
ownership was never transferred since 
Yemen didn’t fulfill its contractual obli-

gations and the eight planes  “never 
have been owned by the Yemeni Air 
Force and Air Defense and continue to 
be owned by the Odesa Aviation Plant.” 

Ukrspecexport gave a similar 
response to the Kyiv Post. 

The foreign ministry furthermore 
said Ukraine and Yemen on Oct. 15, 
2012, signed documents that can-
celed the 2005 contract’s validity and 
decided to reconcile their financial 
transactions. But this was months after 
Ukrspecexport submitted a bid to the 
Croats, hosted a delegation to inspect 
the planes in Odesa, and sent them an 
allegedly false ownership document. 

Meanwhile, according to the for-

eign ministry statement, the planes 
remained unsold and were offered to 
various countries, including Croatia. 
These offers, however, seem to have 
been made before the contract was 
canceled.

A Croatian defense ministry official, 
who asked not to be named because 
he was not authorized to speak to 
the press, said Ukraine Ambassador 
to Croatia Oleksandr Levchenko on 
June 1, 2012, met with Croatian Army 
Commander Lieutenant General Drago 
Lovric to assure him the eight MiGs 
belong to Ukraine. 

A picture of the meeting is posted on 
the Armed Forces of Croatia website. 

Levchenko is seen accompanied by 
Ivica Josipovic, Ukrspecexport’s repre-
sentative in Croatia, and by Colonel 
Petro Bobyr, Ukraine’s military attache 
in Croatia. 

The Croatian defense ministry 
official also told the Kyiv Post that 
Levchenko “broke with protocol and 
offered some sort of statement that 
those (eight MiG-21) airplanes belong 
to Ukraine.”

Yet 20 days later on June 21, 2012, 
Ukrinmash sent a letter obtained by 
the Kyiv Post to the new Yemeni air 
force and air defense commander ask-
ing him for “additional guarantees…
concerning the legitimacy of End User 
Certificates for delivery of (the remain-
ing eight) MiG-21…aircraft with exten-
sion of their validity, as they were 
signed in 2005 by Mr. Mohammed 
Saleh Al-Ahmer, former Commander of 
the AF & Ad of the Republic of Yemen.”

To defend Ukraine’s bid to assist 
Croatia, Levchenko authored an expla-
nation to Croatia Zasita (Defense) mag-
azine posted online on April 12. 

Ukraine’s Ambassador Levchenko 
wrote that as the owner of the 
MiG jets, Odesaviaremservis “pre-
pared them for export, (hence the 
Yemenese identifications).” Yet he 
failed to observe that Yemen had a 
sales contract with Ukrinmash not with 
Odesaviaremservis. 

And when asked by the Croatian 
magazine, the Ukrainian ambassador 
also didn’t say what kind of document 
he presented to the Croatian army 
commander during their June 1, 2012 
meeting. 

The story gained momentum after 
Croatian paper Jutarni List (Morning 
Times) reported on March 7, 2012, that 
Ukrspecexport had provided Croatia 
with suspicious ownership papers for 
the eight jets, eventually leading to 
the dismissal of the defense ministry 
officials later in the year.

Kyiv Post editor Mark Rachkevych 
and staff writer Svitlana Tuchynska 
can be reached at rachkevych@kyiv-
post.com and tuchynska@kyivpost.com, 
respectively. 

Croatia, Yemen both eyed 
purchase of Ukrainian jets

During this June 1, 2012 meeting in Zagreb, Ukraine Ambassador to Croatia Oleksandr Levchenko (right, middle) 
allegedly assured Lieutenant General Drago Lovric (left, top), Commander of the Croatian Army that Ukraine was the 
legitimate owner of eight MiG-21 jets that it offered to sell Croatia – he was accompanied by Colonel Petro Bobyr 
(right, top), military attache to Croatia, and Ivica Josipovic (right, bottom), Ukrspecexport representative in Croatia. 
(Courtesy)
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CHILDREN CAN TEACH PARENTS ABOUT VALUE OF DAIRY
In Ukraine, a country rich in grains and cereals, the 
diet historically has been heavily reliant upon breads 
and other grain- and flour-based goods, from baked 
and fried pies to boiled or fried pelmeni. This has cre-
ated a serious health problem for the nation’s adults, 
who consume too much bread and too little dairy. In 
an average week, Ukrainians consume four meals a 
day and consume 11 different products (excluding 
water and alcoholic drinks), but only one or two of 
them are dairy. 

Less than a quarter of adults consumed the three 
dairy products a day that nutritionists recommend, 
and one in 20 didn’t use any dairy at all. Children un-

included 13 different products, but just one or two of 
them were dairy products.

“Surveys show that the Ukrainian diet is made up of 
heavy carbohydrates, with 30% of our daily food in-
take coming from breads (17%), cereals (6%), cookies 
(4%), and dough (3%),” says nutritionist Oleg Shvets.  
“On the other hand, dairy is just 17% of the average 
daily diet, and meat less than 12%. Long term, these 

carbohydrates. 
They need the balance that comes from consuming 

noted.

“Danone has really embraced the idea of encour-
aging Ukrainians to consume three portions of dairy 
foods every day,” says Tiago Santos, Danone’s mar-
keting director. “We’re leading an industry effort fo-
cused on improving health and extending lives by 
simply increasing consumption of milk, cheese, yo-
gurts and other dairy products to three portions a 
day.”

“Something a simple as drinking milk or eating yogurt 
with meals can make a huge difference in bone 

can really cripple otherwise healthy, hard-working 
people.”  Ukrainians tend to have several small meals 
throughout the day, which is good, Shvets reiterated. 

Santos added that dairy producers, government, 
health professionals and consumer groups are work-
ing to spread the ‘three portions a day’ message. “We 
could easily extend lives, and make them healthier, 
more pain free lives,” he said, “The solution is simple, 
natural and delicious.”

Santos said that dairy has traditionally played an 
important part in the Ukrainian diet.  “People love 

dairy products,” he said. “In fact, we found that 97 
percent of people have consumed a dairy product in 
the last three days. We merely need to make dairy a 
regular habit.”

“Parents can learn something from their kids,” Shvets 
said. “Until age six, children consume a lot of dairy, 
and parents support this because we know that 
products like milk and cheese are good for them. By 
age 15, though, we start to ‘forget’ how vital dairy 
products are. This is a serious problem for teens, who 
need the nutritional support that dairy gives to bone 
growth. We know and love dairy products. We just 
need to consume more of it, making it a regular part 
of every meal. It’s one of the foods that can truly have 
a positive impact on health and nutrition.”

Surveys show that the most popular dairy products, 

week by 80% of Ukrainians. Drinkable yogurts come in 
close behind, enjoyed by 40% of the population, albeit 
only twice a week.  

 “There are so many options within the dairy cate-
gory that there is really no excuse not to increase dairy 

gurt — even specially developed products for infants 
and children — there truly is something for everyone.”

BY OKSANA GRYTSENKO
GRYTSENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Around two hundred Crimean 
Tatars called for the expulsion of 
Russian Consul Vladimir Andreyev in 
Simferepol after he made what they 
called offensive remarks toward them 
in a historical reference to events dat-
ing to World War II. 

The protesters carried posters that 
read, “Andreyev is Stalin’s best friend” 
and “Andreyev – out of Crimea,” and 
waved the national flags of Crimean 
Tatars. They called on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to recall 
the consul, and on Ukraine President 
Viktor Yanukovych to make Andreyev 
persona non grata. 

On May 21, Andreyev gave an 
interview to a local television station 
during which he called the Crimean 
Tatars “traitors” and criticized them 
for recently releasing the first Crimean 
Tatar movie Khaitarma, which tells the 
story of the Stalin-era deportation of 
Crimean Tatars to Central Asia. The 
Soviet authorities in 1944 maintained 
that deportations came in retaliation 
for collaboration with Nazis during 
World War II. 

“The theme of collaboration and 
complicity with the invaders should 
always be present” when talking 
about deportation of Crimean Tatars, 
Andreyev was quoted by Interfax news 
agency as saying.

Earlier Andreyev also called on 
World War II veterans to ignore the 
premiere of the movie on May 17 in 
Simferopol. For Crimean Tatars, May 18 
is the official mourning day for remem-
bering the victims of deportation, and 

is considered the most painful page in 
their history. 

Crimean historians say that by 1956 
almost half of Crimean Tatars (46.2 
percent) died of harsh living conditions 
in a foreign land. It wasn’t until 1989, 
when the Soviet policy relaxed, that 
Crimean Tatars were allowed to go 
back to their native land. 

Rafat Chubarov, deputy head of 
Medzhlis, the ruling body of the Crimean 
Tatar people, called Andreyev “a person 
who wants to go back to the past.” 

“All the people here feel respect 
for Russia, but they can’t understand, 
why Russian authorities keep fascists 
as their diplomatic representatives,” 
Chubarov said during the protest. 

Ukrainian authorities in Kyiv were 
also outraged.

On May 22, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs summoned Viktor Likhachov, 
senior advisor at the Russian embassy, 
to explain the official Russian posi-
tion on the matter, and inform the 
Ukrainian government what their 
Russian counterparts planned to do 
about the diplomat. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry also 
admitted the consul’s “lack of tact” in its 
comments to Interfax, but did not elab-
orate on the potential consequences for 
the loose-tongued consul.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana 
Grytsenko can be reached at grytsenko@
kyivpost.com

Crimean Tatars want Russian consul 
expelled over offensive remarks

Hundreds of Crimean Tatars rally by the building of the Russian consulate in 
Simferopol, Crimea, on May 23, demanding to expel Consul Vladimir Andreyev 
for offensive remarks on TV. (UNIAN)

ing untruthful information in 
a declaration. Therefore, officials will 
continue to lie.

Thirdly, the issue of civic anti-
corruption expertise isn’t regulated 
by this law. Yet our analysis shows 
that 70 percent of corruption cases in 
new bills are dug up by civic activists 
and journalists. 

However, the new law creates nei-
ther a system for civic anti-corruption 
expertise, nor procedures for imple-
menting results of such expertise 
undertaken independently.

What is the public’s role?
Adoption of this law is a true achieve-
ment of civil society. Throughout 
the year, Transparency International 
Ukraine and the Coalition in Support 
of the Open Government Partnership 
have been working hard to promote the 
idea among parliament members. They 
have actually written the text of the bill 
in cooperation with the deputies.

The European Union and other 
international partners have pressured 
the Verkhovna Rada to vote for this 
bill. Chestno, a civic campaign for per-
sonal voting in parliament, checked 
that deputies pressed the voting but-
tons personally.

Now President Viktor Yanukovich 
has to take his turn – he can either 
sign the law or send it back to par-
liament with his own remarks. It is 
important to ensure that we get this 
signature from the president.

What’s next?
We are now moving into the phase 
of forcing the authorities to make the 
law work.

The authorities have to dedicate 
special sections on their agencies’ 
websites for income declarations.

The Ministry of Justice has to give 
open access to the register of corrup-
tion offenders. The parliament’s anti-
corruption committee should cre-
ate an efficient civic expert council, 
which will produce anti-corruption 
expertise.

The National Agency for Civic 
Service should develop regulations 
on revealing conflicts of interests 
and organizing financial control over 
declarations.

And civic activists should make use 
of all the new opportunities. We have 
even more work to do than before the 
law had been adopted.

Oleksii Khmara is the Executive 
Director of Transparency International 
Ukraine.

Anti-corruption bills 
mark first of many 
needed steps

 Open 
books, civic 
oversight 
to follow
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Ukrainian shorts
The best short fi lms released in 2012 by Ukrainian artists will be screened at Kyiv 
cinema between May 30 and June 6. 
The lineup includes Lessons of Ukrainian by Ruslan Batytsky, Road by Maksym 
Ksenda, Independence Day by Antonina Noyabriova, Beard by Dmytro Sukholitkyi-
Sobchuk, Hamburg by Volodymyr Tykhyi, Dialogue by Oneself by Yulia Raiventer, and 
Between Twelve and Midnight by Denys Spolitak. 
Ukrainian shorts. May 30 – June 5. Kyiv cinema (19 Velyka Vasylkivska St.) 
Fee to be announced

America’s 
Got Talent 
star 
comes to 
Kyiv
 
Lindsey Stirling, who 
participated in the fi fth 
season of America’s Got Talent show, will perform in the Green Theatre club on 
May 25. Stirling plays violin and is famous for playing genres that are unusual 
for this instrument, including country and hip hop music. This will be Stirling’s 
maiden performance in Kyiv. Here performance on America’s Got Talent was called 
“electrifying” by the jury.
Lindsey Stirling. May 25. Green Theatre (2 Park Alley). 7 p.m. Hr 320-550 

Kyiv Day celebrations 
 
Kyiv will host a wide variety of entertaining events on the coming weekend as the city will celebrate its 1,531st birthday. A display 
of oil paintings by artists from all over Ukraine will be held on Andriyivsky Uzviz on May 25 and 26. And a show of trucks and cars 
made of fl owers await revelers at Spivoche Pole. 
Ukrainian pop stars Iryna Bilyk, Natalia Mohylevska, Katya Buzhynska and others will perform their best hits on Maydan 
Nezalezhnosti at 5:30 p.m on May 25. A classical music concert will be held on Sofyiska Ploshcha at 7 p.m.   
The traditional Jog under the Chestnuts will take place at 10: a.m. on May 26 – fi ve-kilometer charity marathon held each year. 
Marathon runners will start on Maydan Nezalezhnosti and make their way through the capital’s central streets.     
Kyiv Day celebrations. May 25-26. Concerts are free of charge. Exhibition at Spivoche Pole is Hr 25. Participation in 
the 5K run under chestnuts is Hr 50

Major Chinese exhibit at Pinchuk Art Centre
A unique display of 30 works of 
three generations of Chinese 
artists is featured at Pinchuk Art 
Centre. Named simply “China 
China,” it aims to show the tension 
between collective and personal 
thinking, and its impact on modern 
society.
“China China is a new look at 
an art space which underwent 
substantial transformation in 
recent decades,” says Eckhardt 
Schneider, general director of 
Pinchuk Art Centre.”The former 
practice of following Western 
traditions has passed into history. 
The artists of this space both 
young and old are now using 
modern creative techinques, and 
have developed individual views, 
which represent Chinese history 
and global art processes of the 
nation,” he explains.  
Two installations made of 1,200 bikes and 100 trunks by Chinese dissident artist Ai Weiwei, as well as the one by deceased Chen Zhen, 
featuring home appliances and furniture covered with clay chaotically scattered across the room, are among the brightest and most 
impressive showpieces of the new exhibition that will run through Oct. 6. 
China China. Through Oct.6. Picnhuk Art Centre (1/3-2 Velyka Vasylkivska/Baseyna St.). 12 a.m. – 9 p.m. Free (closed on 
Monday)

Visual Culture Festival
Photo and video projects from around the world will be brought under one roof at the 
Visual Culture Festival on May 24. 
The exhibition program features documentary and portrait photos by photographers 
from 20 countries, including Poland, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Canada, Sweden, 
Belarus, and Ukraine. Visitors will also be treated to a collection of video installations 
and experimental movies from Britain, France, Poland, Russia, Estonia, Italy, the U.S. and 
Ukraine. That’s not all. A series of lectures and discussions on modern visual culture will 
be held. 
The Lavra Gallery will host most of the exhibitions and discussions, all of which are free 
to the public. For more information go to www.photocult.com.ua
Visual Culture Festival. Lavra Gallery (1 Lavrska St.).  May 25-July 2. Free

May 30-June 6
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Kyiv Motor 
Show
Kyiv’s 21st International Motor Show 
will start on May 29, but will only allow 
journalists and invited guests during the 
fi rst three days. The show will be open 
to the general public on June 1-2. Many 
prominent car producers are expected 
to showcase their latest models. KIA, 
Mercedes, Hyundai, Opel and others will 
participate. Ukrainian and Russian car 
producers will fi ll the showroom as well.
Kyiv Motor Show SIA 2013. June 
1-2. International Exhibition Center 
(15 Brovarskiy Ave.). Hr 35
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including raider attacks on resi-
dential properties. 

One of them was identified as Vadim 
Titushko from Bila Tserkva in Kyiv 
Oblast. In a video posted on Youtube on 
May 20, Titushko  confessed that he was 
hired for Hr 250 to guard a rally, but 
he insisted it was the opposition who 
did it. His confession contradicts mul-
tiples pieces of photographic and video 
evidence that tracked him back to the 
Party of Regions rally, which he was 
clearly guarding on May 18 – just hours 
before two journalists were beaten.

Titushko is a trained, competitive 
free fighter. Various media reported 
that he was seen training in a Bila 
Tserkva fight club owned by a Party 
of Regions member. But during the  
May 21 parliamentary hearing about 
the incident, an opposition member 
alleged that Titushko trained in a gym 
affiliated with one of Interior Ministry’s 
subdivisions, and Minister Vitaliy 
Zakharchenko did not deny it, insisting 
instead that it shouldn’t matter where a 
person trains. 

The three men who seemed to 
accompany Titushko on May 18 were 
later identified as Arsen Kapansky, 
Vasyl Boyko and Yaroslav Brynza. 
Every one of them has been spotted at 
similar events. Kapansky was pictured 
taking part in the forceful seizure of a 
centrally located house that belongs to 
a retired teacher, among other events. 

Boyko and Brynza were identified 
on photographs spraying tear gas at 
protesters during a December forceful 
takeover of Hostynnyi Dvir, a landmark 
building in Kyiv’s Podil district. Dmytro 
Khrystyuk,  president of the League of 

Mixed Martial Arts of Ukraine says that 
it is “no secret” that athletes are hired 
by various political parties. 

“I know that different political par-
ties hire (fighters). But, most of all, 
it is pro-governmental ruling parties, 
because they work via local authorities 
who can influence local businessmen. 
So, they ask businessmen to pay for 
hiring such enforcers,” Khrystyuk told 
Radio Svoboda on May 21. “Often 
enforcers are hired by party managers 
themselves. The enforcers are given 
specific tasks of what is expected of 
them and then buses to the spot of the 
rally or another event.”

Khrystyuk added that the many ath-
letes who shun such contracts were 
outraged by the incident.  “And I mean 
outraged. Even parents worry, because 
they do not want coaches to raise their 
children to be such athletes,” he says.

Perhaps the most prominent 
Ukrainian athlete, leader of Ukrainian 
Alliance for Democratic Reform (UDAR) 
and boxing champion Vitali Klitschko 
this week condemned the practice of hir-
ing  thugs for political events. He called 
on all fellow athletes to “not become a 
mindless tool of scoundrels who are hid-
ing behind you and using you.”

Titushko’s former free fight 
coach from Bila Tserkva, Volodymyr 
Yakymenko, says that he could not 
believe that his former trainee took 
part in such a conflict. “Usually former 
athletes enter military academies and 
law enforcement,” says Yakymenko.
Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana Tuchynska 
can be reached at tuchynska@kyivpost.
com and Kyiv Post intern Artem Babak 
at deaflynx@gmail.com.

Goons bust rallies, 
hassle companies
1

From fists to prime minister’s fits – a week in pictures

BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM

This week was dominated by the fallout of the May 18 ral-
lies in Kyiv and beating of two journalists by hired enforc-
ers. Followed media protests, cover-ups, a parliamentary 
hearing and the stripping of cabinet accreditations of 
journalists by an angry Prime Minister Mykola Azarov 

because they dared to demand action.
These events once again underscored Ukraine many 

failures, in regards to freedoms of expression, political 
activity and assembly, as well as the dangerous links 
between politics and the criminal world. The Kyiv Post 
brings you the highlights of these events.

Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana Tuchynska can be reached 
at tuchynska@kyivpost.com

May 18, 12 a.m. 
An estimated 15,000 
people gather for an 
oppositional Rise, 
Ukraine! rally in Kyiv. 
Many in the crowd are 
disappointed because 
the opposition leaders 
fail to present a joint 
action plan and single candidates for the 
Kyiv mayor and presidential elections. To 
accommodate the crowd opposition lead-
ers vow to come up with a single candidate 
by 2015.

1 p.m. The ruling Party of Regions kicks off its own rally. 
Named “To Europe without fascists,” the rally is mostly 
about bashing right-wing opposition members. Thousands 
of participants are bused into Kyiv from across the nation 
to take part in the rally.

2 p.m. An armored 
personnel carrier 
attempts to enter 
Sofiyska Square, 
where the opposi-
tion rally is taking 
place, despite strict 
traffic limitations. 
Numerous photos 
show the vehicle being escorted by traffic police cars. 
A person dressed up as a rabbit dances on the vehicle, 
dangling carrots, in a reference to Batkivschyna  leader 
Arseniy Yatseniuk, who is mockingly called a rabbit by crit-
ics. Dozens of Svoboda party members attack the vehicle on 
Volodymyrska Street, smashing its windows. A policeman is 
filmed driving it.

2.20p.m. Journalist 
Olha Snitsarchuk of 
Channel 5 arrives 
on the scene to 
report on the clash 
and is attacked by 
a group of men. 
Snitsarchuk’s hus-
band, Vlad Sodel, 
a photographer for 
Kommersant Ukraine newspaper, rushes to her defense. 
He takes pictures during the attack that go viral later. They 
show police, present at the scene, ignoring the fight. The 
attackers are later identified as guards from the Party of 
Regions rally. Snitsarchuk reports her beating to the police. 
Her report becomes the basis for a criminal case.4 p.m. Spilna Sprava 

(Common Cause), a 
non-profit civil society 
organization installs 
tents on Sofiyska 
Square and vows 
to keep protesting. 
The tents are soon 
destroyed by Berkut 
riot police and activ-
ists are beaten and 
detained.

5.30 p.m. A spontaneous protest breaks out by the 
interior ministry building. Activists and journalists demand 
a swift and complete investigation into the attacks on 
journalists earlier and punishment of the guilty. They also 
pressure the interior ministry into reclassifying the crimi-
nal case by adding another article to it – obstruction of a 
journalist’s professional activity – which in grave cases can 
result in up to three years in jail.

May 20 By now, 
most suspects who 
took part in the May 
18 attacks are iden-
tified by the joint 
work of Ukraine’s 
online community. 
As  journalists and 
activist gather for 
another rally in 
front of the Interior Ministry demanding the minister’s resig-
nation for inaction, one of the top suspects Vadim Titushko, 
releases a video on YouTube, saying he was trying to protect 
the journalist, not beat her. Titushko claimed he was hired 
by the opposition as a guard for Hr 250.

May 21 Interior 
Minister Vitaliy 
Z a k h a r c h e n k o 
shows up in par-
liament for an ad 
hoc hearing on the 
case, as his ministry 
reports it detained 
the chief suspect. In 
the midst of laughs and hooting, Zakharchenko claims the 
armored personnel vehicle was “a part of the opposition’s 
entourage.” He claims a policeman was driving the vehicle 
after confiscating it. Despite video evidence, he denied the 
vehicle was escorted by traffic police. 

May 22. Kyiv’s Shev-
chenkivsky District Court 
releases chief suspect 
Titushko on bail of Hr 
22,940. Titushko is banned 
from traveling outside his 
home town of Bila Tserkva 
in Kyiv Oblast. The court 
hearing was held behind 
closed doors and the 
media were only admitted 
to the courtroom only to 
hear the ruling.

May 22 In the meantime, 10 journalists stage a silent 
protest in the middle of a Cabinet of Ministers meeting, 
demanding a full investigation of the recent incident with 
their colleagues. They turn their backs to Cabinet members, 
and hang notes from their backs warning that it’s their 
wives who could be beaten next. The protest angers Prime 
Minister Mykola Azarov, who orders to strip the journalists 
of their accreditation that allows them to cover the govern-
ment issues.

May 23 Following more protests and a media campaign, 
Azarov backpeddles on his decision to pull the credentials 
of journalists the next day.
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Moldavanka is one of Odesa’s 
oldest neighborhoods and is often 
said to be more Odesa than Odesa 
itself. A working-class suburb, its 
development only took off after 
trade was liberalized in 1817 and 
inhabitants started making money 
by ferrying contraband goods. 
The settlement of just two dozen 
houses quickly grew, and was offi-
cially incorporated into the city in 
1820. At that point the quiet life of 
Moldavanka came to an end, and 
the colony was taken over by entre-
preneurs and speculators.

Contrary to expectations, inhab-
itants claim the district’s name 
is not tied to Moldova, though 
some historians point to an old 
Moldovan colony, located nearby, 
as the likely source. At present, 
the area is home to Ukrainians, 
Bulgarians, Moldovans, Serbs, 
Jews, Gagauz, Armenians, Russians 
and Greeks.

In the late 19th century the 
neighborhood became congested. 
Houses were built chock-a-block, 
with second floors and basements. 
City authorities put great efforts 
into controlling the chaotic sprawl, 
but the maze-like courtyards 
reflect the intensity of those boom 
times. 

It was in these courtyards that 
Moldovanka’s social life flourished. 
Residents used courtyards to cook 
jam, bathe their children, clean fish 
and other “dirty” jobs that no self-
respecting Odesa woman would 
perform in her own kitchen. On 
sultry summer nights locals slept 
in the yards under acacia tree 
branches. 

Along with their fish and laun-
dry, people brought to the yard 
their pains, joys, troubles and 
hopes. It was a place to celebrate 
weddings and pray for the dead.

It was also a place to treat 
strangers to a meal, a tradition that 
lives on to this day. It doesn’t mat-
ter whether someone is Russian, 
Greek, Ukrainian or Turkish – 
as long as they’re a decent per-
son. It is said that in Moldavanka 
courtyards, people did not speak 
Russian, Ukrainian or Yiddish, but 
their own “Odesa language,” just as 
people from Paris speak “Parisian.”

Of course, Moldavanka society 
had its rules, too. It was unac-
ceptable to stick your nose into 
someone else’s business and, god 
forbid, be interested in some-
body’s earnings. Cursing at food 
and booze was a taboo, and it was 
considered shameful to drink with 
funeral home workers, who were 
said to be “eating from the table 
of another’s grief.” One didn’t sit 
to a meal without having 

You don’t have to entertain 
yourself when Kyiv Post’s 
Going Out Guide can do it 

for you. See the schedule of 
chosen events at 

www.kyivpost.com/lifestyle.

BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Hyatt Regency, The Bar 
On The 8th
The Bar On The 8th is a high-end 
but still popular place with a fascinat-
ing view of the historic Sofiyiska and 
Mykhailivska squares, friendly staff 
and tasty European and Ukrainian 
cuisine. All the grilled dishes are 
prepared in a tandoor, a big Asian 
cylindrical clay oven, by a German 
chef. A DJ plays chill lounge tunes 
Thursdays through Saturday from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. But show up early, 
as Hyatt food director Volodymyr 
Geltsyn says the terrace is always 
busy. “We don’t even reserve tables 
now, there is a live line, sometimes 

people have to wait inside to get a 
table on the terrace,” he said. 

Riviera, Cote d`Azur
Located on the 7th floor of Riviera 
Hotel, this restaurant was a used as 
a film location in the famous Russian 
movie “O Chem Govoryat Muzhchiny” 
(What Men Talk About) and has since 
become a Mecca for Russian tourists. 
The terrace has a beautiful view of 
the Dnipro River and part of the his-
toric Podil district. It is shut off with a 
glass wall for winter, which opens up 
when the temperature climbs above 10 
degrees Celsius. “Russian tourists now 
give us a hard time. They come all the 
time and want Ukrainian cuisine, even 
though this is not really our special-
ty,” Oleh Kyyan, the restaurant 

Chilling out above 
the city streets 

A waitress serves the table in The Bar on the 8th with 
the view of Sofiyska and Mykhailivska squares, in Hyatt 
Regency hotel. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)
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Hyatt Regency, The Bar On The 8th
Espresso – starts at Hr 40
A glass of wine – starts at Hr 110
Recommended cocktail (Mashed fruit 
with prosecco or champagne) – starts 
at Hr 180
Specialty/most popular dish (Chicken 
skewers prepared in a tandoor) – starts 
at Hr 200

Riviera, Cote d`Azur
Espresso – starts at Hr 30
A glass of wine – starts at Hr 80
Specialty/most popular dish 
(Ukrainian Borscht) – Hr 60

Explore 
Moldavanka, 
the heart of 
old Odesa
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fed and watered the horses first. 
Those who easily came to blows were 
disrespected. And one should never 
be as rude as to leave a company of 
friends who got together to sit in a pub 
and to dance to a traditional Jewish 
“Seven-Forty” melody. 

Moldavanka is often mentioned in 
fictional pieces with settings in Odesa. 
One of the most remarkable pieces 
featuring classic old Odesa is Isaak 
Babel’s “The Odessa Tales.” In the book 
Babel writes about a gang of robbers 
who lived in Moldavanka at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. The gang 
was headed by Benya Krik, also known 
as The King. The real-life legendary 
Odesa robber Mishka Yaponchik is said 

to be the prototype for the main char-
acter of the book. 

Another interesting Odesa-related 
fictional character is Ostap Bender, 
the main protagonist of Ilya Ilf and 
Yevgeni Petrov’s beloved classics. 
Ostap Bender, also known as “the 
Grand Schemer,” dangles throughout 
Odesa in search of easy money, and is 
constantly getting into adventures and 
sticky situations.  

“It’s hard to speak about Odesa in 
general,” as the famous song “Barges 
Full Of Mullet” goes, but if you want 
to discover this outstanding city and  
touch its history, walk the old streets 
of Moldavanka, explore its courtyards 
and talk to its inhabitants. That’s where 

the heart of Odesa beats, hot and 
passionate.

Kyiv Post staff writer Anastasia 
Vlasova can be reached at vlasova@
kyivpost.com.

How to get there: An overnight train 
leaves from Kyiv to Odesa each day at 
21:54, arriving at 6:55. It costs Hr 192 
one-way (sleeper car).
Where to stay: Daily apartment rent-
al start at Hr 100, but for reasonable 
standards expect twice that price.
Eating out: A full breakfast in Kompot 
restaurant (20 Deribasovska St.) costs 
Hr 45. Cafes and restaurants in the 
center will charge Hr 50-100 for a meal.

Old district has 
quaint charm, 
colorful dwellers

One of the typical courtyards of 
Moldavanka at Myasoyidivska Street 
in Odesa. (Anastasia Vlasova)

An old woman passes through a courtyard of Myasoyidivska Street in 
Odesa’s Moldavanka district. (Anastasia Vlasova)

People in Moldavanka district, one of the oldest areas in Odesa, celebrate 
May Day by making shashlyk on the street so their neighbors could join 
them. (Anastasia Vlasova)
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BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

Some places are just no good to be 
born in, and Ukraine is one of them. 
According to the latest ranking by the 
Economist Intelligence Unit, released 
on May 20, Ukraine is the third worst 
country to be born in among 80 coun-
tries analyzed.

Conflict-ridden African states 
Nigeria and Kenya were the only coun-
tries that fared worse than Ukraine, 
while Switzerland, Australia and 
Norway topped the list.

EIU analyzed 11 indicators for its 
ranking, including the state of medi-
cal care, political freedoms, the coun-
try’s economy and long-term economic 
forecast up to the year 2030.

“By Western standards if a person 

is very limited in self-development and 
has poor chances for decent living con-
ditions, it means nothing good for the 
nation. And the above mentioned can 
easily be applied to Ukraine,” says econ-
omist Dmytro Boyarchuk, director of 
CASE Ukraine research center. “Ukraine 
is a country of limited opportunities.” 

EIU experts explained that the five 
countries at the bottom of the rank-
ing share a number of features, such 
as poverty, limited freedoms, political 
pressure and violence. Another con-
tributing factor for Ukraine is growing 
inequality, corruption and an ineffi-
cient administration.

Valeriya Bezlepkina, a Ukrainian 
mother of three currently living in 
Belarus, says that her stay there is tem-
porary, but one day she hopes to ditch 
her motherland forever. 

“In Ukraine we don’t have a feeling 
that the state cares about its citizens,” 
she says. “Until a person knows that 
in case something happens with his 
or her family the state will help, 
we cannot talk about any comfort-
able living conditions,” Bezlepkina 
explained.  

She admitted that Belarus is only 
better in some respects, but worse in 
others. “But at least everything is much 
cheaper there and we can save money 
for a flat in Turkey to finally move out 
from Ukraine,” she says.

Turkey was ranked 51st in the 
rankings.

Other parents are less sure that the 
grass is greener somewhere else.

“I am definitely not ready to take 
away my children from their friends, 
my parents and relatives, though I do 

have many options to leave the coun-
try,” says Olga Mikoliuk, a business-
woman raising three children. 

She says many families of her friends 
who left Ukraine, are not happy with 
their lives and still have many fears. “I 
think friends and family are as impor-
tant for one’s happiness as a good 
economy,” she says.

Mikoliuk said that should she decide 
to move, she would choose the United 
States as her destination, which shares the 

16th place in the ranking with Germany.
Still, Boyarchuk advises not to 

underestimate economic risks. No mat-
ter how long we go on pretending, the 
dismal economic reality will catch up 
to us, he explained, adding that “giv-
ing birth to children in this country is 
a crime.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Daryna 
Shevchenko can be reached at shevchen-
ko@kyivpost.com, and on Twitter at @
Iskrynka.

Bad luck to be 
born in Ukraine

Woman and a little child 
enjoy the sunny weather 
next to the fountain at 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti in 
Kyiv on May 1, 2013. (Pavel 
Podufalov)
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What is life like for children whose 
parents live abroad? What problems 
do they face? A new book released 
in March by Ukrainian Old Lion pub-
lishing house in collaboration with 
German translation association Translit 
attempts to answer these ques-
tions. Called Mom on 
Skype, it’s a collection 
of 11 short fiction stories 
by modern Ukrainian 
writers. 

The stories reveal the 
dark side of female labor 
migration, involving 
Ukrainian families, which 
are among the most vul-
nerable in this regard. 
According to government 
estimates, about 200,000 
children grew up without 
parental care in Ukraine 
between 2003 and 2008, because 
their mothers or fathers, or both par-
ents, went to work abroad.

A story with an Italian title, Ho 
Paura (I’m Scared), opens the book 
with a chat between mother and son 
via Skype, which uncovers the fears of 
both. Nine-year old Ivan is afraid his 
mother Nelya, who left for work in Italy 
five years ago, will never come back, 
just like his friend’s mom Vasylyna, 
who married in Italy and left a hus-
band and kids in Ukraine. Nelya in 
her turn fears Ivan could become cold-
hearted without her care, as Vasylyna 
told her in a story about her children, 
who instead of love were only asking 
for money each time she returned to 
Ukraine. 

Another story called Slavka is even 
more dramatic. Lesya, the mother of  
schoolgirl Slavka is finally coming back 

home after spending years working 
in Italy. But her return is marred by 
rumors in her village about the way 
she earned the money. Lesya worked 
as a surrogate mother in Italy, which 
allowed her to earn enough money to 
finish the family house and pay for her 
daughter’s studies. Back home, Lesya 
decides to go to a priest and confess, 
which turns out to be a fatal mistake, 

since it later pushes her to suicide.
The first print run of the book (1,000 

copies) was sold out in Ukraine in just 
over a month after being officially pre-
sented in March, according to Maryana 
Savka, chief editor at Old Lion publish-

ing house and compiler of the 
book. Outside Ukraine, the 
book has also been translated 
and published in Germany, 
where it has been a smash-
ing success. 

“We didn’t expect (it 
to get) such a huge pub-
lic response,” says Savka. 
A lot of reviews on it were 
ordered in Germany, she 
adds, and even the German 
ambassador to Ukraine 
did one. “That means (the 
problem) this book (poses) 
is among the burning ones 

nowadays,” she said.        
The book is currently going through 

a second print run, with plans to 
expand the languages available. 

“We would really like to get it trans-
lated into Italian language as Italy is 
the country where most of the labor 
migrants from Ukraine are women,” 
says Savka. Right now the book is 
being translated into English. “We’ll 
try to get English-language society 
interested in it,” Savka explains.

In Kyiv “Mom on Skype” is avail-
able at the Kyiv department of Old 
Lion publishing house (34 Biloruska 
St.) for Hr 30 and Ye book shop chain 
(3 Lysenka St., 5 Spaska St., 33/2 
Povitroflotsky Av.) for Hr 35. It can be 
purchased online at www.bookr.com.ua 
and www.yakaboo.ua for Hr 41. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Anastasia Forina 
can be reached at forina@kyivpost.com
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of the children 
left behind 

sociation Translit 
these ques-
on
on
es
an

he
or 
ng 
ch 
ul-
rd. 
ent 
00 
out 
aine 
008, because
rs, or both par-

Savka, chief edit
ing house

book. O
book h
and p
where
ing su

“W
to ge
lic re
A lot 
ordere
adds, 
ambas
did on
problem
is amon

nowadays
The book is cu

OLENA GONCHAROVA 
GONCHAROVA@KYIVPOST.COM

Even a packed schedule shouldn’t 
mean skipping lunch. But as eating 
out in Kyiv gains in popularity, it’s get-
ting harder to choose the right meal 
for the right price. 

Enter LunchTime, a new online 
personal lunch guide designed to 
find a light snack or even a three-
course meal in just two clicks. It 
claims to be the first platform that 
tracks restaurant deals for customers. 
There’s a directory of more than 780 
restaurants and cafes around Kyiv 

alone.  It doesn’t take longer now 
than two minutes to choose a place 
to eat. 

The idea is quite simple: choose 
a city and then type the street name 
or the nearest metro station. Results 
should yield every eatery located 
within a radius of 500 meters. 

Searches can be narrowed to the 
type of cuisine, average bill, restaurant 
chain or residential district. The site is 
convenient for those who don’t like to 
waste time randomly surfing the web 
to find the right place. 

Registered users can also add their 
favorite spots to the list. Such service 

is available in Kyiv so far, but other 
cities are set to join soon, including 
Lviv, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Odesa 
and Kharkiv.   

And the site isn’t limited to lunch 
spots. Breakfast places can be found 
as well, as can to-go meals, happy 
hour specials, and home or office food 
deliveries. 

The user-friendly service is avail-
able in English, Ukrainian and 
Russian languages at www.lunch-
time.com.ua.

Kyiv Post staff writer Olena 
Goncharova can be reached at goncha-
rova@kyivpost.com.

Finding a spot to eat 
just got easier through 
handy online service

A couple enjoys their time at the terrace cafe near Maidan Nezalezhnosti square in downtown Kyiv. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)

WITH ANASTASIA FORINA 
FORINA@KYIVPOST.COM
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Looking for a part 
or full time job as a 

BUSINESS ASSISTANT
Man, 40 y.o. 
University degree. 
Personal car, good english, own 
business ideas.
I will try to help you with any 
problem you stuck with in Ukraine
Vadim
Phone: +38067-2574311
E-mail: vdv@btinternet.com

Resume

MINI

R
E

S
U

M
E

Experience in international sales 
and purchase,logistics, advertising.

Purchase-delivery projects.

Degree in Translation,

Leadership training

Fluent English and German.

Result oriented

M/36, Kyiv
denysenko@ukr.net
+380 67 9958887
Oleksandr

Deputy Director
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R
E
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U

M
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Employment 

USAID Public Private Partnership 
Development Program (P3DP) 

has immediate opening for 

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Responsibilities: 
General administrative and secretarial support to the 
COP and project staff, such as faxing, e-mailing, making 
copies, directing incoming calls, distributing and fi ling 
documents, receiving visitors, and other clerical support.
Key Skills and Experience: 
• Diploma from an accredited college as a minimum;
• Fluent writing and speaking English skills 

(must have);
• Good administrative and interpersonal skills; and
• Previous experience with donor-funded projects in 

a related position is a plus.
Interested candidates should send their CV 
and Cover Letter to p3dp@fhi360.org 
not later than May 31, 2013.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN THE HEALTH SECTOR

seeks candidates for an upcoming USAID-funded Health Systems Strengthening project in Ukraine.  The project will support country partners to implement innovative and 

for health) in order to ensure the sustainable delivery of HIV/AIDS services to the most at risk populations.

• English language fluency, required; Ukrainian/Russian language skills desirable.
• Willingness and ability to travel to other regions of Ukraine up to 25% of the time.
• Proven ability to establish effective working relationships with USAID, local counterparts, and stakeholders.
• 

ukraine_jobs@abtassoc.com
In the subject line of the email, write the title of the position for which you are applying. If you wish to apply for more than one position, please submit separate applications for each position.  

will not be considered. 

TECHNICAL ADVISOR, HEALTH FINANCING & BUDGETING/HEALTH ECONOMICS   

services and care.  

PROGRAM MANAGER, HEALTH FINANCING & BUDGETING

delivery.  Ukrainian or Russian language fluency required; English language skills desirable.

PROGRAM MANAGER, HUMAN RESOURCES FOR HEALTH 

planning, capacity-building, and HR management, preferably in the area of HIV/AIDS.

www.abtassociates.com

 

Management Sciences for Health (MSH) 
is a nonprofit international health 
organization with nearly 2,500 employees 
from 74 nations working in 47 countries. 
Together with our partners, we are helping 
managers and leaders in developing 
countries to create stronger management 
systems that improve health services for 
the greatest health impact. 

MSH currently seeks candidates for 
a five-year PEPFAR-Ukraine flagship 
project in the area of health systems 
and HIV policy implementation:  Health 
Systems Strengthening for 
a Sustainable HIV/AIDS Response 
in Ukraine (HSS-SHARe). 

All positions will be based in Kyiv 
and are subject to project award and 
funding.  

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IN 31 MAY. 

We are seeking candidates for:

• Chief of Party; 

• Deputy Chief of Party; 

• Technical Advisor, Health Policy 
and Governance; 

• Technical Advisor, 

• Health Financing and Budgeting/
Health Economics. 

For more information and application 
instructions, please visit 
http://jobs-msh.icims.com/jobs/
candidate/intro.jsp 

For more information about MSH and 
its programs, please visit www.msh.org.

Management Sciences for Health is 
an equal opportunity employer offering 
employment without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
age, national origin, citizenship, physical 
or mental handicap, or status as 
a disabled or Vietnam Era veteran 
of the U.S. Armed Forces

Place your 
MINI

RESUME

for 110 UAH

administrator jokes. He adds that 
although they focus on European cui-
sine the restaurant can still whip up a 
mean borscht.

Vozdvyzhensky Hotel, 
Terrace restaurant 
This restaurant is located on rooftop gar-
dens founded over a century ago. There 
are several terraces with a view of Podil, 
while others are in the center of a garden 
near a stream. The place is perfect for 
romantic dates, hen party celebrations 
and various get-togethers. The restau-
rant has Ukraine’s only Molteni vertical 

oven, which they claim is the secret 
to their eco food. “We have breakfast 
offers and grilled lunch offers, and just 
an overall wonderful atmosphere,” says 
Iryna Belikova, the restaurant’s market-
ing manager. “You can get away from the 
city rush by basically staying downtown.”

Express Hotel, Express 
Panoramic Restaurant
Express panoramic restaurant consists 
of just one table that fits up to 6 people 
– the main part of the restaurant is 
inside, so reserve in advance – but 
it’s all about the location. Situated on 

a large balcony on the 16th floor of 
a hotel building, it offers a great view 
of Volodymyrsky Cathedral, Protasiv 
Yar Street and the old botanic gar-
dens. The balcony is half glazed and 
is extremely sunny in the first half of 
the day. As most other locations, it 
specializes in European and Ukrainian 
cuisine. “There’s not much diversity 
in terms of food and not much space, 
but it is so nice to have a private din-
ner with friends (while) having Kyiv in 
(the) palm of your hand,” said Oksana 
Tkachova, the restaurant’s director. 

Pinchuk Art Center, Sky 
Art Café
Sky Art Café is the all white area on the 
last floor of Pinchuk Art Center build-
ing, without an open terrace but with a 
huge panoramic window. Sitting on a 
cozy white sofa or in an armchair while 
having exclusive vegetarian food, one 
can enjoy a nice view of Bessarabska 
Square in the very heart of Kyiv in any 
weather. It’s often used for corporate 
events, though, which means no access 
for regular visitors.  “We offer a unique 
mix of food for the soul and real food, 
as our café is located on the top of a 
modern art center. I doubt you can 
find anything like that in Ukraine,” says 
Svitlana Umanets, the café’s director.  

Here are some other places that might 
be worth a visit.
Credit Agricole Business Center, 
Concord restaurant 
(Lva Tolstoho Square)
234-77-88, 235-95-55

LEO Restaurant 
(20 Parkova Road)
270-71-71
Premier Palace Hotel, Bar On the 
Roof 
(5-7/29 Pushkinska St.)
244-13-04

Kyiv Post guide 
to rooftop cafes
11

Vozdvizhenskyi 
Hotel, Terrace res-
taurant 
Espresso – Hr 35
A glass of wine – 
starts at Hr 38
Specialty/most pop-
ular dish (Monteni 
Grill Soup) – starts 
at Hr 70
R e c o m m e n d e d 
cocktail (Moxito) – 
Hr 80

Express Hotel, Express Panoramic 
Restaurant
Espresso – Hr 25
A glass of wine – Hr 30 - 150
Specialty/most popular dish (Chef’s 
Salad) – Hr 55
Recommended cocktail (Mojito) – Hr 55

Pinchuk Art Center, 
Sky Art Café
Espresso – Hr 27
A glass of wine – 
starts at Hr 60
Specialty/most popu-
lar dish (Spring roll) 
– Hr 76
Recommended cock-
tail (Ice Mix – lemon 
and basil cocktail) 
– Hr 45
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Business Sweden supports Swedish companies when establishing and 
developing their business abroad. 

is a part of the global US company Westinghouse Electric — a supplier 
of leading-edge nuclear technology within four core product lines — 
Nuclear automation, Nuclear fuel, Nuclear power plants and Nuclear 
services. To expand its presence in Ukraine and to develop the Nuclear 

 

BUSINESS MANAGER
Key Major Responsibilities:
• Active participation in developing, building and executing the business development 

opportunities into new business
• 

to gain acceptance and cooperation, as needed, for effectively pursuing 
market opportunities

• Ensure business development policies, procedures and controls support

• Ensure all business development activities are carried out in compliance 
with all government regulation/legislation and company policies

• Ensure business development activities are adequately documented
Ideal Experience:
• Ukraine national
• University degree, ideally in business administration/engineering
• Business savvy with strong commercial and technical background 

and at least 5 – 10 years of experience in energy or related industries. 
Prior experience in nuclear industry will be a clear plus

• Fluent verbal/written English
Critical Competencies for Success:
• External Relationship Development Skills - possess the ability to build external alliances 

establish new relationships
• Business Development Strategy Implementation Skills – able to help to develop 

and, in cooperation with the project team of Westinghouse, implement the business 
development strategy.

• 
internal and external stakeholders at various levels in order to represent the Company in 
both formal and informal settings

Please, send your CV to the e-mail: Ukraine@business-sweden.se 
no later than the 31st of May 2013

 
 

Classifieds
REAL ESTATE\SERVICE

ACCOUNTANCY
Taxation

Company formation
+380-44-237-72-76

www.accountants.com.ua

3-room apartment for rent
Str., Lukyanovskaya-Olegovskaya, one 

S=130m2., H-3.3m., 2 bath rooms, 
terrace, all household appliance, gym
regular garden with barbeque, well-
equipped, security. 28000 UAH.
0681983989 www.arealty.com.ua

3-room apartment, Str., P.Myrnogo,
New building, one apartment on 

dressing room, 2 bath rooms, 
equipped 100%. Security. 
099-224-66-30 www.pm15.kiev.ua

INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING 
OUTSOURCE: 

 info@eedea.it

Advertising 

in the Classifieds section 

+380 44 591 77 88 

advertising@kyivpost.com

BEST
BARGAIN! 

RESIDENCE TO RENT
Gamarnik, Pushcha-Vodytsia, Kyiv
UAH 97 200 A stylish, architecturally 
designed house located in climate 
resort in the northwestern part of 

The position is based in Kyiv. 
To get full details of the position and apply, please go to 

www.path.org/jobs 

TECHNICAL ADVISOR, 
HEALTH SYSTEMS STRENGTHENING / HUMAN 
RESOURCES FOR HEALTH (HSS/HRH) (5601) 

to provide strategic direction and technical assistance to strengthen 
HRH for the delivery and scale-up of gender-sensitive HIV/AIDS ser-
vices targeting key populations. 

national, multi-disease health projects in developing or middle income 
countries. 
S/he must have at a minimum a Master’s Degree in health or social sci-

or business or public administration. 
S/he should have substantial demonstrated experience in health sys-
tems strengthening and human resource development and training, in 
particular in the area of public health and HIV/AIDS services, prefer-
ably in the area of integrated HIV care for most-at-risk populations and 
mainstreamed into general health system. 

S/he should be fluent in English and Ukrainian or Russian.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. We thank all 
applicants for their interest in working for PATH/Ukraine.

PATH is dedicated to diversity and is an equal opportunity employer
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RECEPTIONIST
Kiev Resident Office
This position is offered as a 23-month 
Short Term Contract.
Job Description:

• Receive and screen incoming telephone calls, take and deliver 
messages

• Greet and receive visitors to RO, inform Bankers/Secretaries 
of visitors arrival and direct them to the meeting rooms

• Handle access cards for RO staff and HQ visitors 
• Answer general inquiries; direct inquiries as appropriate
• Screen, sort, process and distribute incoming mail for RO staff
• Send documents by email, fax and couriers (DHL, TNT, and etc.)
• Ensure the proper operation and technical maintenance of 

office equipment (using when needed services of outsource 
engineer)

• Perform secretarial duties for the EBRD Senior 
Communications Advisor

• Prepare general information packages on EBRD 
• Provide support in coordinating logistics for public and press 

events
• Maintain official and press contacts on a regular basis
• Perform all necessary activities related to the purchase of 

consumables
• Provide support in coordinating the logistics for RO events
• Maintain and update phone lists 
• Maintain the attendance record for the RO
• Assist ad-hoc with any other administrative and project-related 

requests

Skills/Experience Required: 
• University degree or equivalent
• Excellent written and verbal command of the English 

language
• Excellent communication skills, including pleasant 

and efficient phone manner
• Previous secretarial experience is a plus

• Excellent organization skills
• Ability to work on own initiative on a daily basis (and seek guidance when necessary)
• Computer literate (Word for Windows, Excel)
• Be self-motivated

Candidate must:
• Be punctual, reliable, flexible and exhibit high ethical standards
• Have pleasant personality and courteous manner
• Have ability to cope well under pressure and capacity to work hard
• Be able to work efficiently and cheerfully as part of a team

This is a full time position and will be subject to the successful completion of a probation 
period and the receipt of satisfactory references. If interested, please send your cover letter 
and CV (in English) to lytvyna@ebrd.com subject RECEPTIONIST. The deadline for 
applications is May 31, 2013. The successful candidate is expected to start as soon as possible.

The European Bank 
for Reconstruction 
and Development has 
a unique challenge to 
assist the countries 
of central and eastern 
Europe and the CIS 
in their transition to 
democracy and market 
economies.

It offers a unique 
combination of public 
and private sector 
banking expertise, 
and supports projects 
through lending, taking 
equity positions and 
providing technical 
co-operation. The Bank 
focuses particularly on 
the private sector and 
is increasing its local 
presence in the countries 
of operations.

COUNTRY PROJECT 
MANAGER, UKRAINE

The seven year Ukraine Horticulture 
Business Development Project (UHBDP) 
will integrate small armers in the Crimea, 
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions 
into high value domestic and regional 
markets for horticulture products. The 
duty station for this position will be in 
either Simferopol or Melitopol, with 
frequent travel across all project regions. 

QUALIFICATIONS/REQUIREMENTS
• A minimum of ten years 

demonstrated experience 
in program management including: 
budgeting, staff management,  
reporting, monitoring and 
evaluation. 

• Demonstrated experience 
in facilitating, creating, and 
establishing horticulture value 
chains and supporting services. 

• Basic understanding of agricultural 
extension practices, small farm 
productivity and upgrading issues, 
farmer organization, land tenure, etc.

• Associated experience in small 
and medium-sized enterprise 
development including business 
planning, investment and financing.

• Demonstrated ability to mobilize 
stakeholders into partnerships 
and alliances, lead and facilitate 
collaborative processes.

• Post graduate education in relevant 
disciplines: business / agribusiness, 
marketing, economic development. 

• Fluency in English and Russian 
languages is required. 
Working knowledge Ukrainian 
is desirable. Prior work experience 
in the Ukraine or an equivalent 
CIS country.

• Appreciation and support 
of MEDA’s faith, values, mission 
and purpose. 

Please send your resume and 
cover letter to: jobs@meda.org 

For more details visit 
meda.org/careers-at-meda

PERMANENT 
RESIDENCE PERMIT

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
+380509397070
salvado@ukr.net

Family fr iendly hotel
+38 067 320 75 83

Mineral 
water

Therm
bath&spa

www.villa-kvitka.com.ua

Apartment for long-term rent 
13 500 UAH per month. 

3 rooms, 100 m2. Furniture, 
equipment, parking. Bargaining.

050-331-01-98
050-311-64-12

Sergey

Place your 
TEXT

for 101 UAH

Place your 
TEXT

for 101 UAH

vbouratevich@gmail.com.
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