
ERP&CRM systems and consulting
Project Management systems

IT support & outsourcing

tel.: +38 (044) 490-22-20
www.innoware.com
www.innoware.ua

R
ec

om

mended Price  for Kyiv Post
 10 UAH 

THE KYIV POST’S BUSINESS FOCUS IN ITS AUG. 31 EDITION WILL BE ON:

A COMPARISON OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN KYIV.1. 
SECRETS OF UKRAINIANS WHO GRADUATED FROM HARVARD UNIVERSITY.2. 
DEGREES TO BOOST YOUR CAREER.3. 

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS KYIV POST BUSINESS FOCUS CONTACT ADVERTISING@KYIVPOST.COM

And more!

Education

vol. 17, issue 32 www.kyivpost.com

Advertising:  +380 44 591-7788  advertising@kyivpost.com           Editorial staff:  +380 44 591-3344  news@kyivpost.com              Subscriptions:  +380 44 591-3408  subscribe@kyivpost.com

Inside: Business  6  News  2, 5, 11

Opinion  4 Lifestyle  12 – 14
Employment/Real Estate/
Classifieds  14, 15

August 10, 2012

th

Year

Recommended price for Kyiv Post 10 UAH

BY OKSANA GRYTSENKO
GRYTSENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

A prominent environmental activist 
was fatally beaten on Aug 1, days after 
warning the public about the health 
threat posed by improperly trans-
ported and stored toxic waste.

The activist, Volodymyr 
Honcharenko, died in a hospital 
on Aug. 3, two days after two men 

beat him with a blunt iron object 
after their car collided with his near 
Dnipropetrovsk, according to police 
reports.

Whether Honcharenko’s murder is 
connected with his role as a whis-
tleblower is under investigation. His 
death is mourned by those who say 
Ukraine has lost a strong voice on 
environmental issues.

“The topics he was covering irri-

tated many people,” said Natalia 
Kozhyna, editor-in-chief of Eco Safety, 
an environmental newspaper founded 
by Honcharenko. “He obviously man-
aged to make a lot of enemies.”

His last sensational warning came 
five days before his death, when he 
held a July 27 press conference.

Honcharenko, who headed the 
nongovernmental organization 
For the Rights of Citizens to 

Environmental whistleblower beaten to death

Volodymyr Honcharenko5

BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM

Russia is pressing Ukraine for the extra-
dition of two refugees. Although inter-
national law forbids Ukraine from send-
ing them back, one has disappeared 
from a Kyiv detention center while the 
other was so severely beaten in custody 
he slipped into a coma. 

One of the detainees, a former taxi 
driver from Ingushetia in Russia’s North 
Caucasus region, Magomet Nalgiev, 
spent 14 months in Kyiv’s Lukyanivske 
pre-trial detention center. Wanted in 
Russia, he is not accused of any crime 
in Ukraine and has been recognized as 
a refugee by Finland.

Nalgiev disappeared almost two 
weeks ago and, according to diplomatic 
sources, is now in Kharkiv, a usual 
stop for detainees being extradited to 
Russia

Ethnic Chechen Umar Abuyev also 
fears extradition to Russia.

On Aug. 3, he was severely beaten 
in the Lukyanivske pre-trial detention 
center. His lawyer is worried he could 
be sent back to Russia, despite a ruling 
by the European Human Rights Court 
banning Ukraine from extraditing him. 

Unrest in the Northern Caucasus 
has forced thousands to flee. Although 
Russia claims most are bandits and ter-
rorists, some 100,000 people have been 
recognized as refugees in European 
Union member states. Many settled in 
Turkey and other Muslim countries. 

According to Eurostat, 18,000 
Russians asked for asylum in 2011, mak-
ing Russian second source of EU asy-
lum-seekers, after war-torn Afghanistan. 

A few have ended up in Ukraine, 
which recognized 103 Russian citizens, 
including 82 Chechens, as refu- 5

Fears rising 
over fate of 
two refugees  
wanted by 
Russia

MARK RACHKEVYCH 
RACHKEVYCH@KYIVPOST.COM

The British owner of a large Crimean 
vodka producer is accusing a state-
owned bank of using its position and 
influential connections to seize its flag-
ship brand. United Kingdom citizen 
Neil Smith this week announced that 
Rodovid is “attempting the theft” of 
the Medoff vodka brand, made by his 
Crimean Vodka Company. 

Smith, 37, told the Kyiv Post that 
the government-run bank is trying to 
claim the trademark by freezing the 
asset and registering it as collateral 
of an unpaid debt to the bank by a 
third party. 

Rodovid declined to name the third 
party debtor, citing bank confidential-
ity rules, only saying that “they are two 
entities that were part of the previous 
ownership chain.”  However, Smith 
said he doesn’t know what third par-

ties owe the bank money. He said his 
companies don’t do business or have 
loans with Rodovid.  

Smith’s Russian-registered Domani 
Group, which owns the global rights 
to the Medoff brand, is currently a 
plaintiff and a co-defendant in two 
cases involving the bank. 

Domani took Rodovid to court after 
the bank in 2011 registered a pledge 
over the Medoff trademark in the state 
register of liens over movable property. 

Smith’s company is also a co-defen-
dant with a supermarket and Soyuz 
Victan – the former Crimean vodka 
producer of Medoff and other brands 
that declared bankruptcy in 2009 – 
involving Rodovid, which secured a 
commercial court order to freeze the 
Medoff trademark. 

“If we lose the (Medoff) trademark, 
we’ll see production drop by 90 per-
cent … the reality is we’ll lose creative 
control over our brand,” Smith 

United Kingdom citizen Neil Smith, 
owner of the Medoff vodka brand 
and the Crimean Vodka Company. 

Crimean Vodka Company General 
Director Jonathan Wale.
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THE US AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT USAID 

seeks a company, organization, or individual to purchase 
office property, including desks, chairs, file cabinets, 
tables, and other miscellaneous property.  The items 
are adequate to accommodate 80 or more individual 
work stations, 

This is an ideal opportunity for an organization seeking 
new office furniture! Furniture is in excellent condition, 
modular, and coordinated and will fit into any office 
configuration. 

Additional items include 2 large televisions and 18 
American size refrigerators.

USAID is looking to sell ALL of the property at the BEST 
PRICE to 1 or 2 buyers.

To view the available property, please contact USAID 
at the following numbers 537-4614 or 537-4600.  
The property will be available on or about 
4 September, 2012. Sealed bids on property will be 
accepted until August 23rd.
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Despite signing into law on Aug. 8 a 
measure that gives the Russian lan-
guage official regional status in many 
parts of Ukraine, President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s administration vows 
changes to placate critics who fear 
the legislation threatens use of the 
Ukrainian language.

“It’s impossible to fulfill it today,” 
said Hanna Herman, the president’s 
adviser of humanitarian and social 
issues. “I have the president’s word 
that these changes will be approved [by 
parliament] by the end of September.”

In the meantime, opponents of 
Yanukovych and the language law are 
preparing to protest on Independence 
Day on Aug. 24.

While the law takes effect immedi-
ately, Herman said the state bureau-
cracy will not be able to enact the 
legislation quickly or cheaply. 

The law, approved by parliament 
on July 3, allows official use of lan-
guages other than Ukrainian – the 
only official national language – in 
regions where 10 percent or more of 
the population speaks something else. 

At least 11 out of Ukraine’s 24 oblasts 
will get Russian as a regional language. 
Romanian should become the regional 
language in Chernivtsi, Hungarian 
in Zakarpattya and Crimean Tatar in 
Crimea.

People will get the right to conduct 
any business with the central and 
local governments in their regional 
language, including representation in 

courts, education, processing of paper-
work and publishing of official docu-
ments, among other things.

The Finance Ministry estimated in 
June that the law will cost at least $1.5 
billion each year to implement – some-
thing the nation can ill afford.

Herman, a Ukrainian speaker herself, 
said a special government program is 
needed for both the law’s implementa-

tion and the protection of Ukrainian. 
The law allows the state language 
to be replaced with regional ones, 
which appears to be unconstitutional. 
Herman said this and other controver-
sial clauses will be re-evaluated.

In the meantime, confusion reigns. 
Some, like Bohdan Batruk of B&H 
Film Distribution, which specializes in 
Ukrainian dubbing of movies,  has no 
idea how it will affect their industry. 

Others, like Anetta Antonenko of 
Kalvaria publishing, fear that their 
industry will be affected for the worse. 
“We already have many Russian books 
on our market and we’ll get more of 
them. As a result of this law it would be 
harder for us – those who publish only 
in Ukrainian – to compete for state 
orders during state tenders to publish 
books,” she said.

Antonenko said that it’s impossible 
to foresee what would happen to the 
new law.

“In the end it is hard to predict how 
it will evolve. If it’s only politics the 
law might be forgotten and not imple-
mented at all,” Antonenko said.

Kyiv Post editor Katya Gorchinskaya 
can be reached at gorchinskaya@kyiv-
post.com and staff writer Yuriy Onyshkiv 
can be reached at onyshkiv@kyivpost.
com 

Language law signed. Now what?

People gather near the Verkhovna Rada on July 30 to protest against 
legislation adopted earlier this month that elevates the status of the Russian 
language in many of Ukraine’s regions. (Ganna Bernyk)

said, adding that his vodka com-
pany paid more than a $100 million 
in taxes to the Crimean government 
in 2011. 

Smith also said he was surprised 
to enter a litigation process with a 
state-owned bank: “It’s curious that 
the Ukrainian government is incred-
ibly keen on foreign investment, the 
creation of jobs and in bringing in tax 
revenue, and yet would be so remiss 
to allow an entity under its control to 
behave in such an inconsistent way.”

Rodovid’s CEO Yuriy Raitburg told 
the Kyiv Post that he is doing every-
thing within the confines of the law 
and in the state’s interest to collect on 
non-performing loans. 

In an interview at his office, Raitburg 
said that he is after the trademark in 

order to collect on an unpaid Hr 112 
million ($14 million) loan. The banker 
said the trademark’s former owner 
pledged the brand as security for the 
debt. But according to Raitburg, “the 
debtor tried to unsuccessfully remove 
the pledge from the debt obligation…
but we have enough documentation 
to allow us to freeze it and keep it 
pledged to Rodovid.”

Raitburg continued: “We’re not after 
Smith’s money or him, we’re after the 
brand, which rightfully and legally was 
pledged to us as security on debt.”

Yet Smith maintains he never did 
business with or took a loan from 
Rodovid. He said he purchased the 
brand legally in 2011 and that the 
former owner’s loan agreement with 
Rodovid was terminated years ago. 

“How could you go back retrospec-
tively and revive a terminated docu-
ment?” Smith asked. “Nobody is safe 
from banks if they are able to simply 
create mortgages over assets. Today it 
is an industrial trademark; tomorrow 
it could be your apartment or your 
car,” Smith stated separately in a press 
release this week. 

Raitburg countered that the matter 
is strictly a legal issue and not subject 
to negotiation. “What should we say to 
Mr. Smith, ‘give us the money on behalf 
of the company that sold you the trade-
mark which was pledged to us in the 
first place?’ Why should we look like 
the bad guys? Why isn’t the company 
that sold Mr. Smith the trademark and 

is in debt to us not the bad guy here?...I 
don’t rule out that Smith and Rodovid 
could end up being co-plaintiffs even-
tually,” posited Raitburg. 

The banker also said Smith or his 
lawyers may have failed to do the 
proper due diligence before purchasing 
the brand. 

“If Neil Smith is a businessman, then 
he should know that what we’re doing 
is done the same [way] around the 
world…this is the standard way…but 
to [get our money back] we must first 
restore our monetary rights, that is the 
status quo from the very beginning, 
and this could only be done in the 
courts,” Raitburg said. 

So far a lower and appeals court 
have ruled in favor of Smith, while the 
higher commercial court will make 
its decision on Aug. 10. Smith said 
European Union officials will be pres-
ent as observers during the ruling. 

Although the brand is frozen, Smith 
can legally produce and distribute 
Medoff vodka in Ukraine. 

When asked to respond to accusa-
tions that he’s using state machinery to 
seize the Medoff brand, Raitburg con-
ceded that the commercial court judg-
es may take into account that Rodovid 
is a state-owned bank. But he added: 
“how does one explain the fact that I’m 
losing in the courts then … it’s impos-
sible to use administrative resources 
unless you’re somebody really big and 
only then it’s only temporarily effective 
and not significant.”

The former vodka producer Soyuz 
Victan’s owner Andriy Okhlopkov 
declared bankruptcy in 2009, blam-
ing taxes and the global economic 
crises. That year in June the Crimean 
Vodka Company was founded in 
Crimea and started operating the 
vodka plant. 

Smith purchased Crimean Vodka 
in September 2011 through his 
Luxembourg-based Eastern Beverage 
Company for an unknown sum. 

The Englishman said the acquisition 
was partially a debt investment and the 
purchase of assets from other entities.

Smith said he already invested $10 
million into the vodka-making opera-
tion, securing jobs for 2,000 local 
employees and becoming one of 
Crimea’s largest taxpayers. 

With some 13 percent of Ukraine’s 
vodka market, according to industry 
researchers, Medoff saw production 
increase 18.5 percent to 423 million 
deciliters in the first half of 2012, com-
pared to the same period in 2011.

Ukraine’s government took over 99 
percent of Rodovid’s shares in 2009 
after the financial crisis drove the bank 
to go bust. Raitburg became the bank’s 
government-appointed administrator in 
September 2011. According to publicly 
available information, he has managed 
small banks in the past. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Yuriy Onyshkiv 
contributed to this story. Kyiv Post staff 
writer Mark Rachkevych can be reached 
at Rachkevych@kyivpost.com. 

Medoff battles Rodovid
1



EBA INDICES  |  The genuine barometers of business climate in Ukraine

Browse the results and findings of EBA Investment Attractiveness, 
Tax and Customs indices, in a completely new, easy-to-use format.

Just enter INDICES.EBA.COM.UA 
and explore our new information source visually.
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Skadden stink
On Aug. 28, Yulia Tymoshenko will clash with her own government in the 
European Court for Human Rights. She will claim that her rights were violated, 
including the right to a fair trial, in a case that sent her to prison for seven years 
for abuse of office.

The government is preparing its defense with the help of American law com-
pany Skadden. But this cooperation is highly suspicious with very few details 
about the contract being revealed, and those that are made public raising even 
more questions.

The government claims that Skadden, a top American firm with an annual turn-
over of $2.17 billion, works for a mere $12,000 for Ukraine’s government. None of 
the company’s expenses is paid, including expensive flights and stay in Fairmont 
Hotel, where prices start at 300 euros per night.

Skadden representatives have visited Ukraine at least three or four times. 
In at least one of the cases the team was made up of two partners from the 
Washington office, plus two associates. One of the partners, Gregory Craig, a 
former adviser to the Obama White House, normally charges $1,065 per hour, 
according to the Wall Street Journal. 

The group stayed in Ukraine for several days and visited the imprisoned 
Tymoshenko in Kharkiv during a trip in June. That trip alone would have cost many 
times more than the ridiculous $12,000 the government claims it is paying.

These facts fuel speculation that Skadden is being paid by someone on the 
side. No one knows who is paying Skadden, and it’s a question the company is 
ignoring. So the public may never know of conflicts of interest, or worse things, 
that may lurk behind this arrangement.

We hope that Skadden will address these serious concerns. We hope that US 
anti-corruption bodies are also looking into this issue, since there is little hope 
that the case will be investigated in Ukraine.

Another question is what kind of report Skadden will produce, and how it 
will be used. Members of the opposition suspect that parts of the report will be 
used to whitewash the actions of the prosecutors, the judges and everyone else 
who was instrumental in Tymoshenko’s conviction. If that is the case, Skadden’s 
reputation will be tarnished.

It’s not too late for the company (and Ukraine’s government) to set the record 
straight, and disclose to the public the details of this suspicious contract and who 
is footing the bill.

No gifts, please
Many of us at the Kyiv Post would have loved to have gone to pop superstar 
Madonna’s Aug. 4 concert in Olympic Stadium. But given the modest pay of jour-
nalists, everyone here opted not to spring Hr 700 to Hr 13,000 for tickets.

However, some of us could have gone courtesy of Ukraine’s richest billionaire 
Rinat Akhmetov. Two pairs of sweet tickets – each worth more than Hr 1,000  
-- landed on the desks of two Kyiv Post editors for Journalist’s Day, celebrated in 
Ukraine on June 5. According to information that came with the gift, it arrived via 
a courier for Akhmetov-owned Systems Capital Management.

We returned the tickets.
It turns out that many other journalists received them and did not return the 

tickets. In fact, they all sat in the same section – 69, according to http://dusia.
telekritika.ua/shoubiz/18716, and even had access in the stadium bar.

This is just wrong.
Journalists should avoid taking freebies from the people they cover. It’s that 

simple.
The Kyiv Post tries to avoid these conflicts of interests. In cases in which we 

do accept free offers, they are judged on a case-by-case basis, and the excep-
tions should be explained to readers. It’s impractical to return small gifts (such as 
bottles of wine that often get delivered to the office at Christmas). We also gener-
ally find no ethical problems going on journalistic tours organized by government 
agencies or non-profit organizations, as long as no strings are attached to how 
we cover or don’t cover the event. 

But there is an ethical problem with Ukraine’s richest billionaire, who is also a 
member of parliament, doling out freebies to journalists. These gifts are compro-
mising and weaken the arms-length, professional relationships that should exist 
between journalists and newsmakers such as Akhmetov.

If Akhmetov in the future would like to do something for journalists, he should 
be more accessible to the public and to journalists, since his large business 
holdings and unanswered questions about his current business practice and his 
past remain items of public interest and importance. Or he could create more 
scholarships for journalists in Ukraine at such fine institutions as the Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, where he admirably sponsors the Digital School of Journalism.

But he and his company cross the line when they start handing out expensive 
tickets and gifts to journalists, more of whom would be doing the profession a 
favor by just saying no.

Editorials

Feel strongly about an issue? Agree or disagree with editorial positions in this newspaper?
The Kyiv Post welcomes letters to the editors and opinion pieces, usually 800 to 1,000 words in length. Please email all cor-
respondence to Brian Bonner, chief editor, at bonner@kyivpost.com or letters@kyivpost.com. All correspondence must 
include an email address and contact phone number for verifi cation.

At the Kyiv Post, journalists don’t show news sources their 
quotes or stories containing them before they go to print, 
though this is a common practice among many Ukrainian 
publications. 

There is a good reason for this: A changed quote rep-
resents an altered draft of history in the making, however 
insignificant that particular story might be. It changes news 
into public relations, and it stands the relationship between 
journalist and news source on its head.

What if George Romney – the father of the current 
Republican candidate for U.S. President, Mitt Romney - had 
in 1967 been allowed to edit his televised remark that he 
had been “brainwashed” by the U.S. military when asked why 
he changed his position on the Vietnam War?

The remark effectively ended his campaign for the 
presidency. 

Today, 45 years later, what if his son Mitt had been able to 
alter quotes he made on the London Olympics and Middle 
Eastern culture during a three-country foreign relations 
jaunt in which he tossed out verbal gaffes at every stop? 
His performance suggested to many that Mitt isn’t ready for 
prime time. 

This is why it was disturbing to me - a fellow who started 
his journalism career at age 19 on the city desk of the 
Orlando Sentinel, writing obits, cop shop and Rotary Club 
news – that some respected media organizations are sub-
mitting quotes to both the Obama and Romney campaigns 
for approval. 

This quote censorship extends beyond the candidates to 
aides, advisers and even Romney’s sons. The news organiza-
tions – including The New York Times, Los Angeles Times 
and Washington Post – do this at the request of both cam-
paigns so they will continue to have access to those sources.

Quote approval, and the even more egregious story 
approval, led Washington Post ombudsman Patrick Pexton 
to write: “Time for some backbone, press corps. What if 
the White House reporters collectively decided to leave the 
briefing room empty for a day? What are officials going to 
do? Fire us? Freeze us out for a few weeks? No, they can’t. 

They need us as much as we need them. Don’t forget that.”
The ombudsman also referred to embarrassing emails 

that revealed that a Washington Post education writer had 
submitted not just quotes but an entire story to University 
of Texas officials for approval.  University officials didn’t 
like the first version of the story, so the reporter submitted 
a second.

In the email, the reporter wrote officials: “I’d like to know 
of any phrases in the piece you think are too harsh or over-
hyped.  … Everything here is negotiable.” Pexton concluded 
that the reporter forgot that he writes for readers and not 
for sources. 

When the story about news organizations getting official 
approval for quotes came out, Kyiv Post chief editor Brian 
Bonner posed the question: “How can we teach Ukrainian 
reporters good journalism when we have examples such as 
this with respected publications?”

If a reporter feels he or she didn’t get a quote right or 
perhaps didn’t understand the context of the quote, then the 
journalist has an obligation to go back to the source to make 
sure it is correct. This happens occasionally. In one-on-one 
interviews, many journalists carry a recorder.

In many places around the world – particularly in the 
West – newspapers are under siege as more people turn to 
electronic forms of news and most publications are unable 
to make money off their websites. There seems a tendency 
to relax good journalistic practices. 

After the Watergate scandal that brought down American 
President Richard Nixon in  1974, the journalism profession 
soared to new professional and ethical heights in the United 
States. Every aspiring journalist wanted to be the next Bob 
Woodard or Carl Bernstein. 

After Watergate, reporters wouldn’t let a source buy so 
much as a lunch for them, much less give them a football 
ticket or provide free travel. It was gratifying to me that 
editors recently turned down several tickets to a Madonna 
concert offered by a Ukrainian company. The tickets were 
expensive. The offer crossed the line.

At the Kyiv Post, showing a source a story – without 
extraordinary extenuating circumstances – is considered a 
firing offense. I understand that a reporter was dismissed for 
just such a reason prior to my arrival at the newspaper. 

We need to get back to that earlier time. Or, paraphrasing 
the Washington Post ombudsman, some journalists need to 
get a backbone. 

Kyiv Post CEO Michael Willard can be reached at willard@
kyivpost.com 

MICHAEL WILLARD
WILLARD@KYIVPOST.COM 

Back Story: Journalists  
need to toughen up

NEWS ITEM: Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Mykola Azarov 
said justice for violating the 
traffic rules should be equal 
for everyone in Ukraine, 
with no exceptions for 
high-ranking officials and 
rich brats. Often the case is 
that VIPs and their kids can 
get away with speeding, 
injuring and even killing 
innocent people on the road. 
“The punishment should 
be inevitable,” Azarov said. 
However, he noted that the 
president, prime minister 
and speaker of parliament 
are to enjoy “special road 
rules." 

“Watch out 
for rich brats, 
officer! Except 

us.” 
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Environmental Security, warned 
that 183 tons of toxic scrap metal had 
been illegally transported and stored in 
Kryvyi Rih. He said the material includes 
90 tons of the highly dangerous chemical 
hexachlorbenzol. It was transported in 
2006 to a Kryvyi Rih steel plant from 
the western Ukrainian city of Kalush and 
was to be melted down for metal.

Honcharenko called this scrap metal 
a “chemical time bomb,” saying that 
when heated it immediately releases 
toxic gases.

He said that several workers of Mittal 
Steel, now ArcelorMittal, were poisoned 
when they tried to cut this scrap years 
ago. Honcharenko also claimed that 
Ukr-Euro, the company that owned the 
material, moved it to another enter-
prise in Kryvyi Rih whose staff was 
also poisoned as a result.

Eco Safety editor Kozhyna said 
that Honcharenko appealed to local 
authorities, including the Ministry of 
Emergency Situations, for prosecution. 
He also asked the road police to stop 
transports of dangerous metals through 
Kryvyi Rih, a city of almost 700,000.

She says authorities did not respond. 
Only after environmentalists and local 
media identified the location of the 
hazardous stockpiles did the authori-
ties organize a special commission and 
seize the material, Kozhyna added.

Honcharenko was driving on a village 
road to his country house on Aug. 1 
when two men in a car blocked his path. 
When he left his car, the men started 
beating him on the head with a blunt 
iron object. He managed to drive his 
car away and call for medical help, but 
died on Aug. 3 of severe head trauma, 
authorties said.

His supporters suspect that he was 
killed because of his investigations, par-
ticularly those examining the corrupt 
business of making money on toxic 
waste in Ukraine.

Petro Prystromko, Honcharenko’s 
deputy at the environmental group, 
believes the murder is somehow relat-
ed to the scrap metal, although he 
says his ex-boss reported threats from 
earlier years.

 “He told me about these [calls]. It was 
happening for many years,” Prystromko 
said. “Problems would appear after he 
raised an issue about rechargeable bat-
teries, or after he started to work with 
radioactive metal,” he added.

Kozhyna said Honcharenko didn’t 
pay attention to the threats and even 
joked about them. But she thought his 
investigations could be a “thorn in the 
side” of vested interests.

Ihor Bohush, a representative of 
Ukr-Euro, denied the scrap metal was 
dangerous, saying it didn’t contain 
hexachlorbenzol. The claim is refuted 
by Dnipropetrovsk ecologists.

Bohush also claimed Honcharenko, 
who headed the association of metal 
recyclers Vtormet, was “protecting his 
business interests” when criticizing Ukr-
Euro, allegations  that Honcharenko’s 
colleagues also dismissed as nonsense.

A representative of Ukr-Euro refused 
to talk to the Kyiv Post this week.

Police have changed their classifica-
tion of the criminal probe, after first 
telling the public they were looking into 
an attack by hooligans. Subsequently, 
police said they are now investigating 
whether he was the victim of a contract 
killing, according to prosecution press 
service officer Oleksandra Sarayeva.

Ukraine’s heavy reliance on polluted 
heavy industries, including chemical, 
nuclear power and steel plants, offers no 
shortage of targets for environmentalists.

In other cases over the years, 
Honcharenko had fiercely criticized metal-
lurgical plants – owned by some of richest 
and most powerful people in the nation 

He claimed that some of the plants 
were melting radioactive scrap metal 
from the Chornobyl nuclear power plant’s 
highly radioactive 30-kilometer exclusion 
zone and accused government authori-
ties of turning a blind eye. “The radionu-
clide gets into slag. And what do we do 
with the slag today? We build roads; we 
make building materials and construct 
houses from them,” he once wrote.

He also complained about toxic rub-
bish stored openly around Ukraine, 
saying the material could contaminate 
the soil and underground aquifers. He 
favored the creation of waste-processing 
plants in Ukraine, rather than the current 
practice of shipping toxic waste abroad. 

“If we sort out this issue, we could 
create business worth Hr 15 billion a 
year. And it’s not difficult,” he said. “But 
these changes would stop the current 
kick-backs. And I openly told it to the 
ministry,” he added.

Many of Honcharenko’s warning let-
ters to government bodies went unan-
swered, Prystromko said.

While several hundred people 
attended his funeral, nobody from the 
local authorities was present.

A number of civil activists and environ-
mental groups said they plan to picket Kyiv 
police and prosecutors’ offices, demand-
ing that law enforcement pay more atten-
tion to Honcharenko’s murder. 

Yaroslav Movchan, head of the 
National Ecological Center of Ukraine, 
said there have been other deaths of 
environmental activists. Movchan cited 
the 2009 murder of Oleksiy Honcharov, 
who was fighting illegal extraction of 
sand on Zhukiv Island in Kyiv, in vio-
lation of its landscape reserve status. 
Honcharov’s murder remains unsolved.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana 
Grytsenko can be reached at grytsenko@
kyivpost.com. 

Five days after 
press briefing, 
activist beaten
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A truck carries 
scrap metal 
containing highly 
toxic chemical 
hexachlorbenzol 
to Kryvyi Rih. 
Honcharenko 
warned about 
dangerous cargo 
stored in the city 
days before his 
murder.  (Courtesy)

gees, as of Jan. 1. 
Most received this status up to the 

end of 2010, before Ukraine’s refu-
gee policy changed for unexplained 
reasons. According to United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, all 
19 Russians applicants, six of them 
Chechen, were turned down in 2011.

Now 40 Chechens, one Ingush and 
two Dagestanis are waiting for govern-
ment decisions on their cases.

A negative decision could mean 
abuse upon arriving back home. The 
European Council on Refugees and 
Exiles has voiced concerns about sev-
eral extradition cases of Chechens, 
claiming they could face torture or 
simply disappear should they return.

Nalgiyev's application was turned 
down by Ukraine. In July, however, he 
was recognized as a refugee by Finland 
and was to be sent to Helsinki. 

But he may already be back in 
Russia, as neither his lawyer nor rep-
resentatives of human rights organiza-
tions have heard from him since his 
disappearance from custody.

This is the first time in years that a 
recognized refugee disappeared from 
prison and is cut off from all con-
tact, said Oldrich Andrysek, UNHCR 
regional representative for Belarus, 
Moldova and Ukraine. “This is very 
disturbing,” he said. 

The issue reached the very top, 
with UNHCR head Antonio Gutteres 
requesting help from Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych in solv-
ing the situation. 

“The high commissioner expressed 
deep concern as extradition would 
constitute a grave breach of the core 
principle of international refugee law,” 
reads the UNHCR statement. 

The general prosecutor's office 
would not comment.

Abuyev was kept in the pre-trial 
detention for a year. On Aug. 3 he was 
brutally beaten by unknown men.

“When I came to see him in pris-
on, he was beaten severely in the 
meeting room just minutes before I 
walked in. I found him unconscious 
and thought he was dying,” said his 
lawyer Oleg Levytskyi, who works for 
the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights 
Union. In his Kyiv office he showed 
documents stained with his client’s 
dried blood. 

Back in Chechnya, Abuyev was a 
politician and member of govern-
ment in the 1990s, when Chechnya 
proclaimed its independence from 
Russia. 

“We believe the assault was an 
attempted assassination and it is 
strange the prison guards did not do 
anything,” says Levytskyi. 

His client is now hospitalized, 
recovering from a severe concussion, 
brain injuries and damage to his eyes 
and nose. 

Like many others Abuyev was 
refused asylum in Ukraine, but the 
European Court of Human Rights 

ruled that he is not to be removed to 
Russia until the court of appeal hears 
his case. 

Appeals from human rights organi-
zations appear to be moving Abuyev’s 
case forward. Ukraine’s human rights 
commissioner Valeria Lutkovska start-
ed an investigation and reported the 
matter to the general prosecutor. The 
Kyiv city prosecutor has launched an 
investigation.

Ukraine joined the United Nations 
1951 Refugee Convention in 2002 
and thus is obliged to grant refugee 
status to a foreigner with “reason-
able apprehensions” of being perse-
cuted in his native country because 
of race, faith, nationality, citizen-
ship, social status or political views.
Human rights organizations have 
complained for years about loopholes 
and corruption in the recognition 
process, and a low success rate of 10 
percent.

Tough odds and fear of abuse 
lead most asylum seekers to live in 
Ukraine illegally, experts say. 

“People [from the Caucasus] who 
ask [for refugee status] in Ukraine are 
exceptions,” said Dmytro Groisman, 
head of the Vinnytsia Human Rights 
Group, adding that most try to bribe 
officials to stay illegally. “Those who 
ask for legal status are the poorest and 
don’t have money for bribes. They ask 
and are almost all turned down.” 

Many use Ukraine as a transit 
nation on their way to the EU, some-
times ending back in Russia. The 
last story by Anna Politkovskaya, a 
Russian journalist murdered in 2006, 
was dedicated to Beslan Gadayev, 
who was extradited from Ukraine to 
Russia in 2006. 

Politkovskaya wrote that in 
Chechnya Gadayev was tortured into 
confessing to several crimes, and reg-
istered as one of many terrorists 
caught by the authorities in a sham 
anti-terrorist campaign. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana 
Tuchynska can be reached at tuchyn-
ska@kyivpost.com

One refugee 
disappears, the 
other is beaten

Abuyev’s lawyer Oleg Levytskyi holds documents stained with his client’s 
dried blood. (Ganna Bernyk)

Umar Abuyev remains in hospital after a brutal assault in Kyiv’s pre-trial 
detention jail. (Courtesy)

 Two 
men from 
violent 
Caucasus 
region of 
Russia fear 
returning
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Ukraine’s so-called simplified tax system 
first appeared in the late 1990s as a 
temporary remedy for small businesses 
struggling under byzantine tax rules.

Since then, however, it has repeatedly 
expanded in scope, allowing even large 
businesses to use the breaks to dramati-
cally reduce their taxes and social pay-
ments. And far from being temporary 
relief, it appears to be here to stay – to 
the detriment of a coherent tax system, 
critics say, if not also to the amount of 
tax revenue that government collects.

The legal scheme involves employ-
ers signing contracts for services with 
private entrepreneurs or “SPD,” as 
users of the simplified tax system are 
known, instead of registering them 
officially as staff employees and paying 
in the general tax system.

Employers are happy with the rules 
because they get to avoid paying social 
payroll taxes, which can go from 36.76 to 
almost 50 percent of the salaries of offi-
cial employees. By contrast, private entre-

preneurs’ social taxes are fixed at slightly 
less than Hr 400 per month ($50). 

This simplified system also enables 
companies to shift part of their revenue 
to private entities, taxed at 5 to 10 
percent, thus avoiding a 15-17 percent 
personal income tax or 21 percent cor-
porate tax, for bigger companies.

The State Tax Service estimates that 
1.2 million Ukrainians are registered as 
private entrepreneurs. It may not seem 
like much in a national workforce of 20 
million. But the private entrepreneur 
system is now so popular and wide-
spread that the government is finding 
the benefit hard to reduce or take way. 
In fact, when officials tried to restrict 
the categories of private entrepreneurs 
two years ago, tax protests erupted. 
The backlash forced politicians to back 
down.

Yet these tax benefits come at a 
price for the nation.

While it could be argued that gov-
ernment is losing out on tax revenue 
through the private entrepreneur sys-
tem, the truth is that many employers 
and employees were simply evading 

official taxes altogether – depriving 
government of any revenue.

Volodymyr Kotenko, partner at Big 
Four auditor Ernst & Young’s Ukraine 
office, said the nation would be better off 
with a simpler, unified tax system.

“Instead of creating a kind of inter-
nal offshore and creating unneces-
sary competition between the general 
and so-called simplified tax systems, 
it’s better to have one system that 
is equally simple for all, that would 
encourage [companies] not to hide,” 
Kotenko said.

Until then, Kotenko said, businesses 
can hardly be blamed for taking advan-
tage of the ambiguities in how an 
employee should be registered.

“It is a loophole, but I think it exists 
for objective reasons,” Kotentko said, 
referring to the private entrepreneur 
system. “Life is complicated and it’s 
hard to predict all possible business 
and human relations and put them 
into law.”

Sometimes, however, businesses 
interpret the rules in ways that are not 
always legal, such as when they reg-
ister permanent office staff as private 
entrepreneurs.

Larger-scale retail and service com-
panies also favor this system. It’s not 
uncommon that a sizeable retail outlet, 
restaurant or fitness center is owned 
by several entrepreneurs. This allows 
them to spread the income among 
themselves and still fall below the lim-
its set by tax legislation. 

Since the beginning of 2012, private 
entrepreneurs with profits of up to Hr 
3 million ($375,000) a year and hir-
ing up to 20 employees could use the 
simplified system. On Aug. 8, President 
Viktor Yanukovych signed the law 
increasing this limit to Hr 20 million.

The new ceiling is a dramatic 
increase compared to the Hr 500,000 
limit that existed when the regime was 
introduced in 1995 and when taxes 
were a fixed Hr 200 a month.

Yaroslav Lomakin, a founder of 
Moscow-based consultancy Honest 
& Bright, says the logic behind the 
increased limit is not clear, but it may 
be an attempt to improve the business 
climate. “All instruments can be used 

in a number of ways,” Lomakin said. “A 
knife can cut a sausage as well as stab 
a neighbor.”

Besides lower tax rates, the system is 
also advantageous because of its sim-
plicity, in contrast to Ukraine’s overall 
complicated tax system. According to 
World Bank’s Doing Business report, 
Ukraine ranks 181 out of 183 countries 
in ease of paying taxes. The country 
is also a world leader number of pay-
ments – 135 – businesses make yearly. 

According to experts, one of the 
sectors to benefit the most from the 
simplified tax system is Ukraine’s infor-
mation technology industry. Some IT 
companies use hundreds of private 
entrepreneurs, with few people on 
their staff payrolls. The benefits of 
such tax optimization are impressive, 
since IT outsourcing is one of Ukraine’s 
most promising industries with annual 
exports reaching $1 billion and salaries 
constituting the biggest expense.

“The IT industry pays wages officially. 

They are simply paid using somewhat 
different opportunities, as with private 
entrepreneurs,” said Taras Vervega, 
president and managing director of 
SoftServe Europe, a Lviv-based soft-
ware development company.   

Ernst & Young’s Kotenko said the 
private entrepreneur scheme is used 
both for tax evasion and simply mud-
dling through. “It is another loophole, 
which can be perceived both in a nega-
tive connotation or positive, as it gives 
businesses an opportunity provided by 
legislation,” he said.

But the policy of creating special 
conditions for one group of businesses 
leads to abuse, Kotenko argued. He 
said Ukraine needs to bring business 
out of the shadows by introducing sim-
pler rules for all, something the nation’s 
first comprehensive tax code, enacted 
in 2011, failed to do. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Maryna 
Irkliyenko can be reached at irkliyenko@
kyivpost.com.

Employers reaping benefits 
from ‘temporary’ tax break 

Number of private entrepreneurs and taxes they paid, 
by type, for the first six months of 2012

1st group 
2nd group
3rd group

Number of enterpreneurs
(thousand persons)

Source: State Tax Service

274.7221.7

658.1

Total
1,154.6

Total
1,441.6

468.2

201.8

771.6

Taxes paid 
(million Hr.)

According to the law, private entrepreneurs are divided into groups, 
depending on income and number of people employed.
1st group: under Hr 150,000 of income and no people employed. Fixed tax 1-10 
percent of minimal wage (currently Hr 11-110).
2st group: under Hr 1 million of income and 10 people employed. Fixed tax 2-20 
percent of minimal wage (currently Hr 22-220).
3rd group: under Hr 3 million of income and 20 people employed. Income tax 3 
percent for payers of value-added tax nd 5 percent for non-VAT payers.

Effective 12 August 2012, ALISA 
DUBROVA has been promoted 

to the position of Managing 

Partner in BDO Legal Ukraine. 

BDO Legal Ukraine is the law com-

pany and the full Member Firm of 

BDO International, the fifth largest 

network of audit and consulting 

firms globally that was founded 

in Europe in 1963. BDO Legal 

Ukraine provides all types of legal services in Ukraine. 

As a new country manager for legal services of BDO in 

Ukraine, Alisa will be in charge of all professional activities 

of the firm. 

Alisa joined BDO Legal Ukraine as a Senior Manager in 

2011. Before that she gained over 14 years of experience 

in legal and tax consulting area with Deloitte, Ernst and 

Young, KPMG, Andersen. Alisa received her Master of law 

diploma in Kiev National Economic University. She is a 

certified attorney-at-law. 

On the move
Have a new employee 
or promoted someone 
recently? Let Kyiv Post 
readers know about 
all the changes in your 
business, government 
agency or non-profit 
organization through 
a paid announce-
ment in the On The 
Move section.  For 
information about 
how to place your On 
The Move item at the 
low rate of Hr 1,440, 
please call advertising 
at 591-77-88 or email 
advertising@kyivpost.
com.

PAID ANNOUNCEMENT
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For tickets online, please visit 
kvytky.ua, parter.ua, freedomhall.com.ua, 

bilethouse.com.ua, karabas.com, or biletik.ua.

Friday, August 10
Classical music

Classics on Fridays. Works of 
Chopin, Ravel, Stravinsky, Bartok, 
Bloch (violin, piano). Master Klass. 8 
p.m. Hr 40 

Movies
Best Summer Shorts (shorts fes-
tival). Zhovten. 12:45 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 
7:55 p.m. Hr 25 

Marina Abramovic: The Artist Is 
Present (documentary). Zhovten. 
12:45 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7:55 p.m. Hr 
25-32 

4:44 Last Day on Earth (drama, 
2003). Kinopanorama.  11 a.m., 3 
p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m. Hr 20- 50 

The Party Monster (drama). 
Outdoor cinema. 9 p.m. Free 

Live music
Kozak System & Partizanskie 

Vytivki. Docker Pub. 10 p.m. Hr 
75 

Bangladesh Orchestra & Tex-Mex 
Company. Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 50 

Carl Hlamkin & OgneOpasno 
Orkestr, BRI-Dance Disco Bad 
Samurais. Art Club 44. 10 p.m. Hr 
40 

Bad Samurais. Divan. 8 p.m. 
Free 

Clubs
Foam Party. Forsage. 11 p.m. Hr 
25-50 for females, Hr 30-60 for 
males 

Friends Party. Home 11 p.m. Hr 
20 for females, Hr 50 for males, free 
before midnight  

Plombear Party (ice cream party). 
Saxon. 11 p.m. Hr 20-40 for females, 
Hr 25-50 for males 

Balagan Party. Seven Music Club. 
11 p.m. Free for females, Hr 20 for 
males 

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

Kazantip. Through August 15. 
Popovka, Crimea. Hr 800-2,000 

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20 

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). 
Kyiv Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

 

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Fryday Party. B-hush, 
InterContinental hotel. 2A Velyka 
Zhytomyrska St, 11th floor. 6:30 p.m. 
Free.

Saturday, August 11
Movies 

Cosmopolis (drama by David 
Cronenberg). Ukraina. 10 a.m., 2:40 
p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:20 p.m. Hr 20-60 

Dark Knight Rises. Kyiv. 12 a.m. Hr 
30-60 

Best Summer Shorts (New Vision 
shorts festival). Zhovten. 1:15 p.m., 
2:55 p.m., 7:55 p.m., 9:35 p.m. Hr 
25 

Marina Abramovic: The Artist Is 
Present (documentary). Zhovten. 
11:20 a.m., 4:35 p.m., Hr 32 

The Private Life of Valentyn 
Kuziayev. Feature Film,1967. 
Outdoor Cinema. 9 p.m. Free 

Live music
Vasya Club & Red Rocks. Docker 
Pub. 10 p.m. Hr 75 

Angie Nears & Partizanskie 
Vytivki. Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 
50 

Mamma Mia (cover band). Art Club 
44. 10 p.m. Hr 50 

Night Surf. Divan. 8 p.m. Free 

Clubs
Night Provocators.Bionica.11 
p.m. Free for females, Hr 40-60 for 
males ]

House Summer Punks. Saxon. 11 
p.m. Hr 20-40 for females, Hr 25-50 
for males 

Promomonsters Night. Crystal 
Hall. 11 p.m. Hr 50 for females, Hr 
100 for males 

Lips Party. Seven Music Club. 11 p.m. 
Free for females, Hr 20 for males 

Berlin Holidays. Mantra. 10 p.m. Hr 
100 for females, Hr 200 for males 

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

Kazantip. Through August 15. 
Popovka, Crimea. Hr 800-2,000 

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20  

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Bogatyr’s Games. Kyivska Rus Park. 
10 a.m. – 10 p.m. Hr 40 

Medovyi Spas. Honey Fair. Pyrohovo. 
12 a.m. – 5 p.m. Hr 20 

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Beach Volleyball Beauty Contest. 
Olmeca Plage. 10 p.m.  Free  

Sunday, August 12
Movies

Cosmopolis (drama by David 
Cronenberg). Ukraina. 10 a.m., 2:40 
p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:20 p.m. Hr 20-60 

Dark Knight Rises. Kyiv. 12 a.m. Hr 
30-60 

Best Summer Shorts (New Vision 
shorts festival). Zhovten. 1:15 p.m., 
2:55 p.m., 7:55 p.m., 9:35 p.m. Hr 
25 

Marina Abramovic: The Artist Is 
Present (documentary). Zhovten. 
11:20 a.m., 4:35 p.m., Hr 32 

Clubs
I Love Disco. Saxon. 11 p.m. Hr 
20 

R’n’B Boom. Forsage. 11 p.m. Hr 
20-30 

Sun.Set.Session Party. Mantra. 10 
p.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

Kazantip. Through August 15. 
Popovka, Crimea. Hr 800-2,000 

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20  

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Bogatyr’s games. Kyivska Rus Park. 
10 a.m. – 10 p.m. Hr 40 

Medovyi Spas. Honey Fair. Pyrohovo. 
12 a.m. – 5 p.m. Hr 20 

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Monday, August 13
Classical music

Summer Music Streams Festival. 
Works of Albinoni, Handel, Vivaldi, 
Holst, Glazunov, Kilar (violoncello, vio-
lin, oboe). National Philharmonic. 7 
p.m. Hr 40-80            

Movies
Best Summer Shorts (New Vision 

shorts festival). Zhovten. 2:55 p.m., 
7:55 p.m., 9:35 p.m. Hr 25-40 

Cosmopolis (drama by David 
Cronenberg). Ukraina. 10 a.m., 2:40 
p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:20 p.m. Hr 20-60 

Dark Knight Rises. Kyiv. 3 p.m., 8 
p.m. Hr 30-60 

Seven Days In Havana (7 días en 
La Habana). Zhovten. 12:35 p.m., 2:50 
p.m., 7:05 p.m., 9:20 p.m. 

Live music
Rockfour (cover band). Docker Pub. 
9:30 p.m. Free 

Vostochnyi Express. Docker’s ABC. 
10 p.m. Free 

Artem Lebedev Band (smooth 
jazz). Art Club 44. 10 p.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Going Out Guide  –  see address in the box below and on the pull-out map.

Comments and tips are welcome. Email the lifestyle team at ls@kyivpost.com

Bogatyr’s games
 
While the whole world is watching new sports stars emerge at the Summer Olympics in London, Kyivska 
Rus Park outside Kyiv is going to hold its own version of ancient Slavic Olympics this weekend.
Visitors will have a chance to compete for the title of the strongest and bravest person of Kyivska Rus Park 
in historical tournaments. 
Apart from that, the Knight of Kiev Detinets historical fencing tournament will take place yet again in the 
park on Aug. 11. And this time the contest is set to bring together participants of historical clubs from Kyiv 
and Kharkiv who will clash in one-on-one duels, and in the group category. 
Bogatyr’s games. Aug. 11-12. Kyivska Rus Park. 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. Hr 40 

Aug.11-12
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Watching films 
outdoors
 
This place is a nice summer alternative to Kyiv cinemas. 
Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday the fi lms selected by members 
of the Kyiv Visual Culture Research center are shown on the big 
screen mounted in Nyzhnioyurkivska St. in the Podil neighborhood, 
where Kyiv's fi rst outdoor cinema has opened its doors on Aug.2. The 
fi lm show starts at 9 p.m. 
The Party Monster, a 2003 American biographical drama will be 
shown on Aug.10. Woodstock, a 1970 American documentary and 
The Private Life of Valentyn Kuziayev, a 1967 feature fi lm made in 
USSR will be screened on Aug 11. Worth a try.
Outdoor cinema. 31 Nyzhnioyurkivska St. 9 p.m. Free 
For a detailed schedule go to cinema’s website http://
kinokombo.blogspot.com/  

Aug. 10-11
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Honey Day
 
The health benefi ts of honey have been extolled since ancient times. It is best known as an antibiotic, 
used to treat cuts and burns, but also to relieve sore throats, as well as improve how the immune system 
functions. This weekend Ukraine’s biggest ethnic museum located in Pyrohovo is hosting a special event to 
mark a big Christian holiday known as “Medoviy Spas,” or “Honey Savior” traditionally celebrated on Aug 14. 
Beekeepers from all over Ukraine will come to Pyrohovo. They will sell linden, fl ower, buckwheat and other 
types of honey collected this year.
The folk bands from Kyiv, Zhytomyr and Chernihiv region are set to entertain the visitors with traditional 
Ukrainian songs.  
Medovyi Spas. Aug. 11-12. Pyrohovo. 12 a.m. – 5 p.m. Hr 20 

Time revealed in photo 
exhibition
 
This won’t be just an ordinary photo exhibition. 
The works of Polish photo guru Krzysztof Wojciechowski will go on 
display in Camera gallery on Aug. 10. 
His collection of black-and-white photos is called “Time Revealed”. 
It consists of original vintage prints and contemporary prints of the 
artist's early works.
Time revealed. Photo exhibition. Through Sept. 3(closed on 
Wednesdays). Camera gallery. Free 

Aug. 11-12

Through Sept. 3
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Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Tuesday, August 14
Classical music

Summer Music Streams Festival.  
National Chamber Orchestra of 
Ukraine Playing Most Famous Movies 
Soundtracks. National Philharmonic. 
7 p.m. Hr 40-80 

Movies
Best Summer Shorts (New Vision 
shorts festival). Zhovten. 2:55 p.m., 
7:55 p.m., 9:35 p.m. Hr 25-40 

Cosmopolis (drama by David 
Cronenberg). Ukraina. 10 a.m., 2:40 
p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:20 p.m. Hr 20-60 

Dark Knight Rises. Kyiv. 3 p.m., 8 
p.m. Hr 30-60 

Seven Days In Havana (7 días en 
La Habana). Zhovten. 12:35 p.m., 2:50 
p.m., 7:05 p.m., 9:20 p.m. 

Live music
Hot Guys. Docker Pub. 9:30 p.m. 
Free 

Dyadya Vasya. Docker’s ABC. 10 
p.m. Hr 20 

Arkadii Ovrutskii (jazz).  Art Club 
44. 10 p.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 

Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Wednesday, August 15
Classical music

Summer Music Streams Festival. 
Works of Vivaldi, Britten, Dohnanyi 
(violin). National Philharmonic. 7 p.m. 
Hr 40-80 

Movies
Best Summer Shorts (New Vision 
shorts festival). Zhovten. 2:55 p.m., 
7:55 p.m., 9:35 p.m. Hr 25-40 

Cosmopolis (drama by David 
Cronenberg). Ukraina. 10 a.m., 2:40 
p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:20 p.m. Hr 20-60 

Dark Knight Rises. Kyiv. 3 p.m., 8 
p.m. Hr 30-60 

Seven Days In Havana (7 días en 
La Habana). Zhovten. 12:35 p.m., 2:50 
p.m., 7:05 p.m., 9:20 p.m. 

Live music
Rockin’ Wolves (rock). Docker Pub. 
9:30 p.m. Free 

The Magma (pop rock). Docker’s 
ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 30 

Jazz Wednesday With Arkadii 
Ovrutski. Divan. 8 p.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20  

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). 
Kyiv Photography School. 9 a.m. Free 

 

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Thursday, August 16
Classical music

Summer Music Streams Festival. 
Symphony Orchestra of the National 
Philharmonic of Ukraine Playing 
Mozart, Tchaikovsky. National 
Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 40-80 

Movies
Bad Lieutenant (drama, 1992). 
Outdoor cinema. 9 p.m. Free 

Live music
Mama Mia (italiano disco). Docker 
Pub. 9:30 p.m. Free 

Crazy Train. Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 30 

Mulholland Drive (rock). Divan. 8 
p.m. Free 

Theaters
Shantrapa (musical comedy). Koleso 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 70 

Shows
Black or Red (extreme show). Palats 
Sportu. 9 a.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
The Crowd (Zhanna Kadyrova per-
sonal art exhibition). Pinchuk Art 
Center. Free  

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20 

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Friday, August 17
Classical music

Classics on Fridays. MusicNova 
Duo Playing Brahms, Lysenko, Bach. 
Master Klass. 8 p.m. Hr 40 

Movies
Midnight Cowboy (drama, 1969). 
Outdoor cinema. 9 p.m. Free 

Live music
Mad Heads XL & More Huana 
(cover bands). Docker Pub. 10 p.m. 
Hr 100 

Tabula Rasa & Mama Mia (italiano 

disco, rock). Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 75 

Angie Nears (cover band).  Art Club 
44. 10 p.m. Hr 50 

Hobot & Co (rock). Divan. 8 p.m. 
Free 

Shows
Black or Red (extreme show). Palats 
Sportu. 9 a.m. Free 

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20 

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Blooming Field, Colorful Sky (open 
air festival). Akvamarin wellness club. 
9 a.m. Hr 50-100  

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Saturday, August 18
Movies

I’m twenty. Drama, 1965. Outdoor 
cinema. 9 p.m. Free 

Live music
Tabula Rasa & Dyadya Vasya. 
Docker Pub. 10 p.m. Hr 75 

Mad Heads XL & Honey Top. 
Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 75 

Mama Mia (italiano disco, rock).  Art 
Club 44. 10 p.m. Hr 50 

Prima Nota (jazz, pop, rock). Divan. 
8 p.m. Free 

Theaters
Case In ‘Du Comers Hotel’ (com-
edy). Koleso Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 70 

Shows
Black or Red (extreme show). Palats 
Sportu. 9 a.m. Free [

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20 

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). Kyiv 
Photography School. 9 a.m. Free  

Blooming Field, Colorful Sky (open 
air festival). Akvamarin wellness club. 
9 a.m. Hr 50-100  

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Sunday, August 19
Live music

Tres Deseos (latino party). Docker 
Pub. 9:30 p.m. Free 

Nochnoi Kvartal. Docker’s ABC. 10 
p.m. Free 

Soyuz 44 (jazz jam session).  Art 
Club 44. 10 p.m. Free 

Whitney Houston Tribute With 
Marmalade (lady band). Divan. 8 
p.m. Free 

Theaters
Golden Dragon (pemiere). Koleso 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 70 

Miscellaneous
Retro Train (excursion). Kyiv cen-
tral railway station. 11:32 a.m., 2:31 
p.m. Hr 25

Ukrainian Baroque (art project).
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 5-20 

I Am Sterdam (photo exhibition). 
Kyiv Photography School. 9 a.m. Free 

 

Blooming Field, Colorful Sky (open 
air festival). Akvamarin wellness club. 
9 a.m. Hr 50-100  

Time Revealed (photo exhibition). 
Camera gallery. Free  

Fryday’s Friday
 
On Aug. 10 Fryday, Kyivs after-work-drink-mingle will take its members to the highs of Kyiv nightlife in the 
cool and outstanding b-hush on the 11th fl oor at the InterContinental hotel. 
B-hush has an outstanding position by St. Michael’s Square with a panoramic view over down-town Kyiv, 
Dnipro and the left bank. 
A prize draw with exclusive gifts from the InterContinental Kyiv will be held. The gifts include a business 
lunch, dinner and visits to the I-Spa - all at the InterContinental Kyiv.
Fryday party. B-hush, InterContinental hotel. 2A Velyka Zhytomyrska st, 11th fl oor. 6:30 p.m. 
Dress code: Smart casual. Free.

Aug.10
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Classical Music
National Philharmonic 

of Ukraine
2 Volodymyr Uzviz St., 
278-1697
filarmonia.com.ua/en

House of Organ Music
77 Velyka Vasylkivska St., 
528-3186
organhall.kiev.ua

School of Jazz and 
Pop Art
7-A Chelyabinska St., 
517-6188

National Tchaikovsky 
Academy of Music
1-3/11 Horodetsky St.
279-1242
operna-nmau.kiev.ua

Movies
Zhovten

26 Kostyantynivska St., 
205-5951
zhovten-kino.kiev.ua

Kyiv
19 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former 
Chervonoarmiyska), 
234-7381
kievkino.com.ua

Kinopanorama
19 Shota Rustavelli St., 
287-3041
kinopanorama.com.ua

Budynok Kino
6 Saksaganskogo St., 
287-6780

 Ukraine
5 Gorodetskogo St., 
2796750, 279 8232
kino-ukraina.com.ua

 Outdoor cinema
31 Nyzhnioyurkivska St.
http://kinokombo.blog-
spot.com/

! For more schedules visit 

kino.ukr.net/cinema/kiev/

Live Music
Docker Pub

25 Bohatyrska St., metro 
Heroyiv Dnipra, 537-1340
docker.com.ua

Docker’s ABC
15 Khreshchatyk St., 
278-1717, 
abc.docker.com.ua

Art Club 44
44B Khreshchatyk St., 
279-4137
club44.com.ua

Divan
2 Bessarabskaya Square, 
235-7366
festrestdivan.com.ua

Bochka
22 Verhniy Val St. 
067-433-0433 
bochka.ua

Clubs 
Bionica

128 Borschahovska St., 
277-4747
bionicaclub.com.ua

Seven Music Club
1G Saksahanskoho St. 
205-4451
se7en.com.ua

Party Room
5/3 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former Chervono-
armiyska), 093-815-1468
partyroom.com.ua

Cinema Club
1 Enthusiastov St., 
295-5854

Saxon Club
4 Trutenko Onufriy St., 
257-4070
saxonclub.com.ua

Dorothy Pub
16/43 Saksahanskoho St., 
287-0530

pubdorothy.com.ua

Sky Bar
5 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former 
Chervonoarmiyska), 
465-8880
skybar.com.ua

Sullivan Room
8 Prorizna St., 095-455-
7724
sullivanroom.kiev.ua

Forsage
51A Harmatnaya St., 
406-7600
forsageclub.com.ua

Prime Club
8 Nauky Av., 524-2209
primeclub.in.ua

Crystal Hall
1 Dneprovsky Spusk, 
288-5069
crystalhall.com.ua

Arena Entertainment
2A, Basseynaya St.
492-0000
arena-kiev.com/eng

 Mantra 
4 Basseynaya St., 
504-2555
mantra.dj

 Egoist 
124/140 Gorlovskaya St., 
223-3633
egoist-club.com.ua

Fiesta
115D Horkogo St., 353-
7685
fiesta.im

Golden Gate pub. 
15 Zolotovoritska St.
235-5188 
goldengatepubkiev.com

Vegas
44 Shchorsa St. 
063-772-4972

 Museum Le Club
10 Muzeinyi Lane
221-1101

museum-club.com

 Allegro Hall
82 Pobedy Ave., (Nivki 
Park) 
237-9209      
067-443-4439
allegro.net.ua

 D’Lux
3 Grushevskogo St. 
200-2991
dlux.com.ua

 Club To Be First
17 Moskovskaya St. 
280-13-22.
067-548-8188
club-cbf.com.ua

 Home
2 Perova Blvd., 558-2545, 
383-7738
home-club.kiev.ua

 Green Theatre
2 Park Alley
093 5912514
greentheatre.com.ua

 Ajour
3 Leontovicha St., 234-
7494
avalon.ua/en

 Xlib Club
12 Frunze St., Thu-Sat
417-2546
myspace.com/xlibclub

 Vodka Bar
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, 
Globus mall, 2nd line, 
371-1102
vodka-bar.com.ua

Theaters
Ivan Franko Ukrainian 

Drama Theater
3 Ivana Franka Sqr., 
279-5921
ft.org.ua

Lesya Ukrainka Russian 
Drama Theater
5 Bohdana 
Khmelnytskogo St., 
234-4223
rusdram.com.ua

Koleso Theater
8 Andriyivskiy uzviz St., 
425-0422
koleso.teatr.kiev.ua

Drama & Comedy 
Theatre on the left bank 
of Dnipro
25 Brovarsky Avenue, 
517-8980 
drama-comedy.kiev.ua

Kiev Academic Drama 
Theater in Podil
4 Kontraktova Pl., 
425-5489
Theateronpodol.com

National Opera Theater 
of Ukraine
50 Volodymyrska St., 
279-1169
opera.com.ua

House of Actors 
7 Yaroslaviv Val St., 
235-2081
actorhall.com.ua

Molody Theater
17 prorizna St., 234-6251
molody.kiev.ua

Kyiv National Academic 
Theater of Operetta
53/3 Chervonoarmiyska 
St., 287-6257
kiev-operetta.kiev.ua

New Theater on 
Pechersk 
5 Nemirovich-Danchenko 
St., 253-6550
newtheater.kiev.ua

Kiev Opera and Ballet 
Thea ter for Children and 
Youth
2 Mezhyhirska St., 
425-4280
musictheater.kiev.ua

Dakh Modern Art 
Theatre
13B Velyka Vasylkivska 
St., 529-4062
dax.com.ua

Art Union Chorny 
Kvadrat

1-5 Artema St., 353-0843
artkvadrat.com

Kyiv Small Opera 
5 Dehtyarivska St. 
502-3247
Shows

Palats Ukraina
13 Velyka Vasylkivska St.
247-2316
npmu.com.ua 

Freedom Hall 
134 Frunze St.
468-3232
freedomhall.com.ua 

Stereo Plaza
17 Kikvidze St.
222-8040
stereoplaza.com.ua 

Palats Sportu
1 Sportyvna Square
246-7405
spalace.com.ua

Artist's House
1/5 Artema St.
272-0547

International Exhibition 
Center
15 Brovarskiy Avenue
538-0827
iec-expo.com.ua

Lavra Gallery
17 Ivana Mazepy St.
280-0290

Underground Music Hall
13B Moskovsky Avenue
360-9594
underground.co.ua

Zhovtnevy Palats
1, Instytutska St.
279-1582
icca.kiev.ua

NAU Center of Culture 
and Arts 
1 Kosmonavta Komarova 
Ave., 406-6835
ckm.nau.edu.ua

 Expocenter of Ukraine
1 Glushkov Ave.

596-9116, 596-9101,
expocenter.com.ua

House of Officers
30/1 Mykhaila 
Hrushevs’koho St,
253-8072
Miscellaneous 

Kyiv Expo Plaza
2b Salutna St.
461-9585
expoplaza.kiev.ua 

Master Klass cultural 
center
16 Lavrska St., 594-1063
masterklass.org

Pyrohovo Folk Open-Air 
Museum 
Pyrohovo village, Kyiv 
region 
526-5765 
nmnapu.org.ua 

Mamayeva Sloboda
2 Myhayla Dontsya St.
361-9848
mamajeva-sloboda.ua 

Ostrich farm
32 Pidlisna street, 
Yasnohorodka village, 
Kyiv region
(04578) 232–40, 
ostrich.com.ua

Kyivska Rus park 
Kopachiv village 
Kyiv region
461-9937 
parkkyivrus.com

KPI Art Center 
37 Peremogy Avenue 
241-8626

Museum of 
Books and Publishing of 
Ukraine 
21, Building 9, Ivana 
Mazepy St. 280-7976
vuam.org.ua 

M17 Contemporary Art 
Center
102-104 Gorkogo 
(Antonovycha) St., 596-
2030 

m17.com.ua

 Kyiv Children and 
Youth palace
13 Ivana Mazepy St.

 Art support fund 
1/6 Frolivska St. 238-6521. 
foundart.org.ua

 Kult Ra
4 Volodymyrska St., 
331-5948
kultra.org

 Sky Mall
2T Henerala Vatutina Av., 
495-5524
cityclub.kiev.ua

 ACCO International 
exhibition center. 40-B 
Peremohy Avenue., 
456-3804 
acco.ua 

 Kyiv Pechersk Lavra
9 Lavrska St.
280-3071
kplavra.kiev.ua

Modern Art Museum
17 Hlubochitska St. 201-
4945
modern-museum.org.ua

House of Architect’s 
7 Borysa Hrinchenka St. 
279-7820

National Art Museum 
Of Ukraine
6 Hrushevskogo St.
278-1357, 278-7454 
namu.kiev.ua/en.html

 Spartak stadium
105 Frunze St.  

 Mystetskyi Arsenal
10-12 Lavrska St. 
artarsenal.in.ua

 National Writers Unity 
of Ukraine
2 Bankova St., 253-4586
nspu.org.ua

Chulan
21 Pushkinska St.
facebook.com/4ulan

 Triptych Gallery
34 Andriivsky Spusk
triptych-gallery.org
279-8385

 Gryshko national 
botanic garden
1 Tymeryazevska St.
285-4105
nbg.kiev.ua

 Kyiv National Museum 
of Russian art
9 Tereshenkovskaya St.
234-6218
kmrm.com.ua

 Wunjo-Art gallery
10a Stalingrada St. 
228-6620
wunjo-art.com

 Pinchuk Art Center
1/2 Bassejan St. 
590-0858 
pinchukartcentre.org

 Greter art-center
6 Vadyma Getmana St. 
200-0760 
greter-art.com

 Atmasfera 360
57/3, Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. 
229-0193 
atmasfera.com.ua

Soviart
22a Andriyivskyi Uzviz,
425-2219 
soviart.com.ua

 Ivan Honchar museum
29 Ivana Mazepy St. 
288-5419 
honchar.org.ua

 Ukrainian House
2 Khreshchatyk St. 
278-8490 
ukrdim.org.ua

 Mytets Gallery
12 Velyka Vasylkivska St., 
234-4006, 236-8919

 Chaika airfield
Petropavlivska 

Borshchagivka village
424-8293 
dropzone.kiev.ua

 Kyiv Children Academy 
of Art
10 Heroiv Stalingrada St.
410-9310, 419-8777 

 National University 
of Physical Training and 
Sports
1 Fizkultury str.
287-5452
uni-sport.edu.ua

 NSC Olimpiyskyi
St. Velyka Vasylkivska 55
0800-50-5750
nsc-olimpiyskiy.com.ua

 National Museum of 
Taras Shevchenko
12 Shevchenko Blv.
234-2556
museumshevchenko.
org.ua

 Anti-Art Center
21 Prorizna St.
http://fakeart.com.ua

 Camera photo gallery
22 Prorizna St.
www.gallerycam.org
279-5070

 Olmace Plage
Hydropark metro stop
232-2244
http://www.nasha-karta.
ua/

 Outdoor cinema
31 Nyzhnioyurkivska St.
http://kinokombo.blog-
spot.com/

 Kyiv Photography 
School
30, Velyka Vasylkivska. 
Office 4
235-1744

 Akvamarin wellness 
club
136, Peremogy Ave.
277-1737, 277-1725
http://aquamarin.kiev.ua

Addresses of venues

Beach 
volleyball 
beauty 
contest 
 
It’s getting hotter in Kyiv 
but it’s not all about the 
weather. 
The beach volleyball 
beauty contest semifi nal 
will be held this Saturday 
at Olmeca Beach 
entertainment complex, 
where 30 young women will 
compete to participate in 
the fi nal event on Aug 18. 
The winner will be awarded 
a Hr 100,000 prize and a trip 
to Turkey.
Beach volleyball beauty contest. Olmeca Beach. 10 p.m. Free

Aug.11
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Heroiv Dnipra
Minska
Obolon
Petrivka

Tarasa Shevchenka

Kontraktova Ploshcha

Poshtova Ploshcha

Maidan Nezalezhnosti

Ploshcha 
Lva Tolstoho

Olimpiyska
Palats Ukraina

Lybidska
Dymiivska

Holosiivska
Vasylkivska

Vystavkovyi Tsentr

Akademmistechko
Zhytomyrska

Sviatoshyn
Nyvky

LisovaChervony Khutir
Boryspilska

Vyrlytsa
Kharkivska

Pozniaky
Osokorky
Slavutych

Telychka
Vydubychi

Druzhby Narodiv
Pecherska

Klovska

Palats Sportu

Zoloti Vorota

Lvivska Brama

Lukianivska

Dorohozhychi
Syrets

Mostytska
Vynogradar

Chernihivska
Darnytsia

Livoberezhna
Hidropark

Dnipro
Arsenalna

KhreshchatykTeatralna

Universytet

Vokzalna

Politekhnichnyi
Instytut

Shuliavska
Beresteiska
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Election Watch
Oct. 28 parliamentary election

 

BY YURIY ONYSHKIV
ONYSHKIV@KYIVPOST.COM

Members of the pro-presidential Party 
of Regions in some parts of the nation 
are not eager to tout their party affilia-
tion in the Oct. 28 parliamentary elec-
tions. It appears they fear that playing 
up their ties will cost votes. 

Although the election campaign 
started only July 30, prospective can-
didates long ago started awareness 
campaigns. In one example, billboards 
promoting Maksym Lutsky, a Party of 
Regions lawmaker, did not mention his 
party affiliation.

Taras Berezovets, director of the 
political consulting firm Berta 
Communications, says that with the 
growing unpopularity of President 
Viktor Yanukovych and his ruling party, 
distancing is understandable. 

According to a June poll by the 
Razumkov Center, the party in the 
center and northern oblasts has only 
14 percent support compared to 27 
percent who support imprisoned for-
mer Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
Batkivshchyna Party. During the 

presidential vote on Feb. 7, 2010, 
Tymoshenko got 65 percent of the 
votes in Kyiv Oblast.

Yet a Razumkov Center poll in 
June shows that the Party of Regions 
remains the most popular party nation-
wide with 21 percent support.

Berezovets says he saw many such 
examples of candidates obscuring their 
Party of Regions’ connections in south-
ern Ukraine.

Also, in Kyiv, where Lutsky is plan-
ning to run for parliament on a single-
mandate district, the Party of Regions 
is not popular. Lutsky could not be 
reached for comment.

Two other Party of Regions law-
makers in the parliament – Valeriy 
Borysov and Ihor Lysov – are following 
suit. Banners of their campaign have 
appeared in different parts of Kyiv, 
but neither of them bore any mention 
that they are members of the pro-
presidential party. 

Borysov could not be reached for 
comment while Lysov confirmed that 
he is running in a single mandate 
constituency, endorsed by the Party of 
Regions. He told the Kyiv Post that he 

was not using his party’s logo before he 
is officially registered as a candidate, 
but promised to make it clear to voters 
that he is a Party of Regions member.

“There is no reason to be ashamed,” 

Lysov said. 
Apparently, some of his party col-

leagues seem to not share that view. At 
least two other Regions Party deputies 
seem to be unhappy about the party’s 

legislative initiatives ahead of election.
The electronic voting cards of Orest 

Muts and Vasyl Chudnov, both pro-
presidential party lawmakers, were 
used to vote in support of the contro-
versial language bill on July 3 which 
enhances the status of the Russia 
language. But the deputies rushed to 
declare that they are against the law 
and asked not to count their votes.

In a telephone interview with the 
Kyiv Post, Muts said he will run for 
parliament in western Ternopil Oblast 
as an independent.

“I will be running for parliament 
not on the banner of Party of Regions, 
because I do not want to capitalize on 
the image of my party,” he explained. “I 
would run as independent there even 
if my party had a 40 percent approval 
rating.”

Muts also made it clear that he 
is strongly against the language bill, 
which was proposed by his faction col-
leagues. But he noted that he does not 
plan to quit the party in protest.

Kyiv Post staff writer Yuriy Onyshkiv 
can be reached at onyshkiv@kyivpost.
com
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Ukraine’s Communist Party is once 
again on the rise. 

A recent poll conducted by Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology 
shows support for communists at 10 
percent. If that translates into votes, the 
Communist Party could add to their 
26-seat faction in the 450-seat legisla-
ture after the votes are counted in the 
Oct. 28 parliamentary election.

The party is also more visible, recent-
ly launching an advertising campaign 
that recycles some of their Soviet-era 
slogans about social justice and the 
vices of capitalism. 

However, the populist rhetoric shows 
the wide gap between the communists’ 
public statements and their private 
lifestyles.

‘A tax for the rich’
Taking from the rich and giving to 
the poor is a key slogan. They say they 
favor luxury taxes, yet recently refused 
to vote in favor a luxury tax draft law 
proposed by the government. Instead, 
the Communists criticized the govern-
ment’s bill as unworkable and said 
their version is more comprehensive.

However, the tax would hit billion-
aires and millionaires, and some of 
these could well be Communists, some-
thing the party’s members don’t want 
to mention.

The Ukrainska Pravda news website 
exposed Yuriy Gaydayev, lawmaker in 
the Communist Party faction, who was 
photographed last December using an 
expensive Porsche Cayenne, a vehicle 
that sells for at least $100,000.

With only Hr 140,000 income in 
2006, Gaydayev – who served as 
health minister in the 1990s – could 

hardly afford such care. The deputy 
said that his wife, who has been in 
business for the last 15 years, owns it.

The longtime head of Ukraine’s 
Communist Party and another luxury-
car lover, Petro Symonenko, is known 
for his affection to Swiss watches worth 
tens of thousands of dollars.

Although proclaiming antagonism 
to wealth, he also lives in three-story 
house in an elite residential area out-
side of Kyiv, estimated to be worth $1.5 
million. Symonenko, who has never 
been in business and has failed to 
make his income declaration public, 
said the house belongs to his son.

According to Symonenko income 
declaration, last year he made only Hr 
238,000 ($30,000). He also says that 
he and his wife own two land plots and 
five apartments, the smallest is 38 and 
the largest is 135 square meters, but 
neither owns a car.

The luxury tax is one of his favorite 

topics for public speeches at campaign 
rallies, though he strangely fails to 
portray himself as a possible target of 
such legislation.

“Their slogans are rather populist, 
not concrete, amorphous – a call for 
struggle with the oligarchs, and return-
ing to the Soviet past,” said Olexiy 
Haran, political science professor at 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy. “Communists 
continue their game … They cooperate 
[with the authorities] and their repre-
sentatives hold leading posts, although 
they criticize the authorities.”

Haran says communists know which 
way the wind blows, which is why they 
talk about introducing, for example, a lux-
ury tax. “If members of Party of Regions 
talk about luxury taxation that means 
there is no threat to them,” he explained.

Communists say their use of old slo-
gans shows they are consistent.

“I don’t think that holding certain, 
repeated and consistent views is bad. 

Quite the contrary, communists are not 
false to themselves,” Oleksandr Holub, 
a lawmaker in the Communist Party 
faction, told the Kyiv Post.

Holub says his party introduces leg-
islation to support its agenda, but lacks 
enough backing to get the measures 
passed by parliament.

‘Corrupt belong in prison’
This recent communist slogan closely 
resembles the 2004 Orange Revolution 
rhetoric of ex-President Viktor 
Yushchenko, who repeatedly said that 
“bandits belong to prison,” but who 
failed miserably in his five-year term.

Like Yushchenko and his team, com-
munists have not only failed to bring 
criminals to justice, they have allegedly 
been involved in various corruption 
scandals.

According to the Chesno (Honest) 
civic movement, which aims to make 
election process more transparent, at 

least a half-dozen lawmakers in the 
Communist Party faction in the parlia-
ment are suspected of having bribed 
voters ahead of the Oct. 28 election, 
among other infractions.

Among them is Communist Party 
lawmaker Oleksandr Tkachenko, who 
at the beginning of 2000s served 
as head of the State Procurement 
Chamber, which is long accused of 
bid rigging. Tkachenko dismissed the 
allegations.

Country robbed
Although campaigning on rhetoric that 
the rich have stolen from the poor 
to become richer and avoid justice, 
Ukrainian communists again show a 
disconnect with reality.

Having been in the parliament for 
the last 20 years, longer than any other 
faction, the Communist Party has rarely 
voted in favor of anti-corruption legis-
lation. To the contrary, they have voted 
for laws that may fuel corruption.

Among such recent examples is the 
fact that Communist Party faction unani-
mously voted on July 4 in favor of a con-
troversial bill on state procurement, which 
further reduces competition and oversight 
of billions of dollars in annual state pur-
chases. The law has been recently signed 
by President Viktor Yanukovych.

Besides, in November 2010, commu-
nists supported Yanukovych’s choice of 
Viktor Pshonka as general prosecutor 
of Ukraine. In the last two years, the 
prosecutor’s office has not succeeded 
much in cracking down on corruption 
or prosecuting heinous crimes, but 
rather for persecuting opposition politi-
cians in dubious cases.

The communists seem to be fine 
with that.

Kyiv Post staff writer Denis Rafalsky 
can be reached at rafalsky@kyivpost.
com and Yuriy Onyshkiv can be reached 
at onyshkiv@kyivpost.com

Communists’ populist rhetoric 
does not match their actions

Party of Regions members shy away from their affiliation
Maksym Lutsky, a lawmaker 
with the pro-presidential Party 
of Regions, is shying away from 
his party affiliation in campaign 
materials. President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s party is unpopular 
in many parts of the nation, 
despite holding a nationwide lead 
with 21 percent support of likely 
voters. (Ganna Bernyk)
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She is on Khreshchatyk Street, covered 
head to toe in gold paint, an attractive 
cowgirl, complete with a hat and a 
little whip.

She strikes a pose and stands motion-
less for minutes at a time until a curious 
passerby stops to look. Then suddenly 
she winks, or waves, or beckons him 
to come closer, and then resumes her 
pose. Soon enough a crowd of curious 
passersby will form, and kids will run 
up to throw a hryvnia into the artist’s 
bin and take a picture.

The woman, Vlada Zadnebryannaya, 
is one of at least five living statues 
that perform on Khreshchatyk Street 
even on weekdays. The characters 
range from the female impersonation 
of Ukraine, to Caesar, to a cowboy. 
Each character has his or her own way 
to amuse the curious.

If men are in the audience, 
Zadnebryannaya says she might hit them 
with her whip or beckon to them. If there 
are children, she’ll shake their hands and 
soon enough they will want to take a 
picture. On average, a statue can make 
Hr 70 to 100 an hour, said Alexander 
Dymchenko, who says he has been in the 
business for 11 years, mostly in Crimea.

Although living statues are a com-
mon sight in Western Europe, they are 
believed to have appeared on Kyiv’s 
streets only about two years ago.

The number of living statues in Kyiv 
has more than doubled this year, said 
Dymchenko, who manages six living 
statues. He teaches them, prepares 
their costumes and tells them when to 
rest, among other things. Dymchenko 
said another 13 living statues appeared 

in May this year.
Among Khreshchatyk’s living statues 

is a student who wants to raise money 
for a trip to Crimea, another one wants 
to pay for her education and another is 
saving up for a laptop. And there is even 
one who wants to make it a full-time 
profession by going to mime school.

But whatever their reasons to per-

form, what unites the five living statues 
interviewed by the Kyiv Post is their 
love of performing for audiences.

“For me the most important thing 
isn’t to make money; it’s to make 
people smile,” Zadnebryannaya said.

It was only Zadnebryannaya’s fourth 
day working, but Dymchenko agreed, 
saying it’s an extraordinary feeling 

when people – particularly children 
and pensioners – understand his art.

Yaroslav Goncharenko, a 16-year-old 
who has been performing for about 
two months, has already decided he 
wants to be a professional performer. 
The next step for him is to enroll in 
mime school.

But performing isn't always easy.
Marina Svyshova almost lost con-

sciousness this week on her first day 
performing. Caught by her instructor 
before she hit the ground, she soon 
recovered. The reason she almost faint-
ed, she explained, was that the hat she 
wore while performing was pressing 
too hard on her temples.

Not everyone is cut out for the job, 
Dymchenko said. “If a person doesn’t 
have stamina, they won’t be able to 
stand there,” he said.

Whatever the weather, she has to 
stand, Zadnebryannaya said, whether 
it’s shivering in the rain, or being close 
to fainting in the heat. .

Goncharenko, however, said his audi-
ence distracts him from fatigue. He can 
easily stand motionless for an hour, but 
his capacity to stand longer “depends 
on people’s smiles.”

But the audience isn’t always made 
up of the most savory characters. 
Asked what his work has taught him 
about people, Dymchenko said he 
learned that Ukrainians are unedu-
cated and boorish.

“Some drunken lout points his finger 
and shouts ‘Haa, look, it moved, haa!’ 
Guys, we’re living in the 21st-century,” 
he said. “There are still a lot of people 
who don’t know what art is.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Fedor Zarkhin 
can be reached at zarkhin@kyivpost.
com

Khreshchatyk’s 
living
statutes

Living statues can be found in Kyiv on almost any day in the 
summer, only two years after they first appeared in Kyiv. Andrei 
Kros has done this form of performance acting for so long that 
he trains and prepares costumes for people curious to try out his 
art. (Ganna Bernyk)

Eco-friendly restaurants are new for 
Kyiv. Koza-Dereza, a new offspring of 
the Kozyrna Karta chain, appears in a 
quiet yard on Artema Street. It claims 
to be the first farmer's restaurant, 
where one can not only dine out, but 
also pick up some groceries. This is 
the place to enjoy with friends and 
organic food.

The hybrid shop-restaurant is dec-
orated like a kitchen. The favorite 
radio station appears to be Retro FM. 
Another source of noise comes from 
the caged parrot near the entrance. 

A shop in the lobby includes a bak-
ery, eggs, sausage, milk, honey, jam 
and caviar at rather high prices.

Koza-Dereza offers simple cuisine 
with village grace. The menu is mixed. 
The major dishes are Ukrainian, 
but also with strange inclusions of 
Georgian, Russian and Italian dishes. 
For the cheese addict, it’s paradise.

The waiters were rather friendly 
and offered tips about what to try for 
the first time. The seasonal menus are 
printed on recycled paper. The sum-
mer menu includes different soups 
and berry glazes. It’s a good selection 
of Ukrainian dishes such as borsch, 
varenyky, potato pancakes and differ-
ent riolls filled with cabbage, onion, 
and mushroom for the main course. 

Traditional goat cheese such as 
buche, crottin, tomette and other as 
feta and ricotta can be found there. 
By the way, 50 grams of cheese is 
enough. Meanwhile buche, with the 
ash crust, goes well with onion-celery 
jam. And everything’s available for 
takeout.

After the main course you may 
choose among compote, fruit-drink, 
ryazhenka (boiled fermented milk) 
and homemade lemonade. We tried 
mint tea. It came in cups and a 
teapot made of fine porcelain and a 
Soviet-era sugar bowl, for a note of 
dissonance.

We ordered melon-peach soup 
with ice cream for Hr 52, which was 
really tasty, while the cranberry sor-
bet had a slightly sour taste. The 
chestnut cake (Hr 45) we were served 
later was made of sandy paste and 
seemed to have no sugar in it. If 
you want to have an ordinary three-
course meal, be ready for at least a 
Hr 250 check. 

Koza-Dereza has a place for chil-
dren to play and a children’s menu. 
And check out the lavatories with the 
funny signs. The place is smoke-free, 
a real positive for non-smokers. When 
we left, the administrator offered us 
an apple, completing the fairytale 
experience.

Dining the 
eco-friendly 
way at Kyiv’s 
Koza-Dereza

Koza-Dereza 
http://kozadereza.kiev.ua
52-A Artema 
Tel. 486 0040
Opening hours: every day 8 a.m. – 
11 p.m.
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Yaroslav 
Goncharenko is 
one of at least 
five actor-statues 
working on 
Khreshchatyk 
Street almost 
daily in summer. 
(Fedor Zarkhin)
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ISLE OF MAN – Guess where cats 
lack tails, sheep have four horns and 
huge sharks in the coastal waters pose 
no threat to people?

All of these strange species live on 
a small island, located between the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, in the 
middle of the Irish Sea.

It is the Isle of Man, or Ellan 
Vannin, as the locals call it. 

This island, however, belongs nei-
ther to the United Kingdom nor to the 
European Union, and is still technically 
in a state of war with Germany as the 
Manx government never signed the 
Treaty of Versailles at the end of 
World War I. 

But the oddities of the island 
are not limited to this strange 
historic fact.  

When boarding the ferry 
to Man from Liverpool, I was 
preparing myself for the rugged beauty 
of the north, but instead Douglas, the 
capital of the island, welcomed me with 
the rawness of subtropical palms and 
flowers. In fact, it looked more like a 
northern Nice.

It turns out that moderate tempera-
ture with cool summers and mild win-
ters, together with ample rainfall, allow 
this beauty to flourish year-round. 

In fact, the Isle of Man used to be 
a popular resort in the times when 
Britain was reigned by Queen Victoria, 
whose statue stands in the center of 
Douglas on a street named in her 
honor. The fashionable Victorian vil-
las along Douglas' long seafront are 
reminiscent of that belle époque of 
the island. 

But later British tourists found more 
accessible and warmer travel destina-
tions, and the luxury villas, later con-
verted into hotels, remain half-empty. 

Another rare legacy of Victorian 
times is a huge horse pulling an iron 

tram full of passengers. Perhaps ani-
mal rights activists don’t come often 

to this island, or the horse only looks 
tired when it is forced to make a stop 
at every red traffic light and then pull 
the heavy tram forward once more. 

Fans of Victorian times will also 
enjoy the antiquated loco-
motives. The Isle of 
Man is proud 
of its steam 
and electric 
t r a i n s , 
which 

c o n -
nect the 

towns and vil-
lages of the entire territory  – all 
588-square kilometers. Modern dou-
ble-decker buses supplement the Manx 
transport system, making travel around 
the island fast and comfortable thanks 
to great state of the local roads. 

It takes around 20 minutes for the 
bus to get you from Douglas to the for-
mer capital Castletown, unsurprisingly 
best known for its Castle Rushen. Once 
a stronghold of Man’s kings and lords, 
it is now one of the best-preserved 
medieval castles in Europe.

The Isle of Man has a history similar to 
that of the British islands, being initially 
inhabited by Celtic people and later colo-
nized by the Norse from Scandinavia. 
Its name comes from Manannan, the 
Island’s mythological sea god, who kept 
the island safe from disasters throughout 
its 10,000 year-long history. 

After a stint under both the English 
and Scottish kings, in turn, the Isle 
of Man came under the lordship of 
English Crown in 1399, but was never 
part of Great Britain. The island still 
remains under Crown dependency and 
Queen Elizabeth II holds the title of 
Lord of Man, and is represented on the 
island by a Lieutenant Governor.       

The tiny but beautiful Castletown 
resembles the fishing villages of adven-

ture books, with small yachts, pictur-
esque houses, sea breeze, and smell 
of fish. Walking at sunrise along the 
beach and onto the sea is amazing, but 
mind the tide, which is so fast here that 
it may cut you off from land in just a 
few minutes.

Another prominent thing in 
Castletown is the Old House of Keys, 
former home of Manx parliament 
or Tynwald, which has a 1,000-year 
history making it the world’s oldest 

continuous parliament, locals claim. 
Later this two-branch parliament 
was relocated to Douglas, where 
it manages all the internal issues 
of the island. 

The foreign policy of Man, how-
ever, is operated by the government 

of the United Kingdom. 
This partly indepen-

dent status of the 
island is manifested 
in many ways: British 
pounds circulated on 
the island’s territory 
often carry Manx sym-
bols; more than half 

of the 80,000 inhabit-
ants came from the UK 

but are still considered as 
“comeovers.”

An exotic place even for most Brits, 
this remote island attracts mainly down-
shifters thanks to its virgin nature, and 
rich men thanks to the low tax rates. 
The maximum income tax rate on the 
Isle of Man is 20 percent, compared to 
50 percent in Britain. 

Other people, lured by the island, are 
adventure seekers. These are motorcy-
clists – the Isle of Man lacks speed lim-
its in non-built-up areas and hosts road 
racing competitions in warm period 
every year – and also space tourists, as 
the island has recently become a cen-
ter of private space companies, which 
opened some research stations there.

The working day ends early on this 
island, and most shops and businesses 
are closed at 4 p.m. But soon after 
numerous night venues light up, as the 
Isle of Man is a popular place for party-
ing thanks to its cheap alcohol taxes.

But if fast booze is not the aim, I 
would advise just to taste the fine local 
Okells ale in one of the numerous pubs 
of Douglas, remembering all the mira-
cles seen on this island along the day.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana Grytsenko 
can be reached at goncharova@kyivpost.
com 

How to get to there
By sea: Ferry from Liverpool, Dublin, 
Belfast – around 45 pounds one way
By air: FlyBee, British Airways from 
London – around 100 pounds one way

Isle of Man 
and miracles

Festivalgoers stroll by sailboats in 
Castletown, Isle of Man. (Oksana 
Grytsenko)

While most Kyiv nightclubs feature 
modern music, Disco Radio Hall plays 
retro hits every Saturday night. There 
I listened with my friends to the best 
songs of Gloria Gaynor, C.C. Catch 
and Modern Talking. 

The track list was selected and 
played by DJs with Hit FM, Kyiv’s 
most popular radio station. Sprinkled 
with techno tunes and mixed with 
modern pop hits, the music left the 
impression of something new and 
unique, as well as old and familiar.

The club was packed, but we found 
a place on the small, crowded dance 
floor. While the two-story club is big 
and spacious, the dance floor is sand-
wiched between the bar and a row of 
tables. Besides, three podiums for go-go 
dancers are right in the middle of it. 
When people are stepping on you, it’s 
hard to enjoy dancing. And it’s hot, with 
no air conditioning in evidence.

There were, however, 10 huge 
plasma TVs near each table on the 
second floor. 

Luckily, they have an open-air ter-
race which we visited several times to 
get a whiff of fresh air and enjoy the 
panoramic views of the Dnipro River.

The club’s second floor is a lounge 
bar. There are plenty of tables as well 
as cozy sofas where you can watch 
people dancing downstairs. But it’s 
better to reserve it in advance. A 
small table for four people will cost Hr 
500, credited to your food and drinks 
order, while the reservation price for 
eight people is Hr 1,500. 

The club’s cocktail menu is almost 
the same as in most clubs and the 
prices are reasonable. The drinks 
were all tasty and looked nice, but 
weak in alcohol content.

That was my first time in Disco 
Radio Hall since the club moved 
from the Podil neighborhood to 
Moskovskyi Avenue next to the 
Moskovskyi Bridge. Its previous loca-
tion was a big advantage. At the new 
digs, a narrow path leads to the place. 
The river is dirty in this location and 
smells badly. 

So far, Disco Radio Hall is a good 
place to listen to old hits, but nothing 
more. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Anastasia 
Forina can be reached at forina@
kyivpost.com

Night Owl
                   WITH ANASTASIA FORINA FORINA@KYIVPOST.COM

Old hits at crowded 
Disco Radio Hall

Disco Radio Hall
32 Moskovskyi Ave.; Petrivka Metro
Entrance fee: Hr 60 women, Hr 80 
men
428-7388
disco-club.kiev.ua

Nig
                              W ITH ANASTASIA F

Night parties 
featuring old hits 
gather huge crowds 
at Disco Radio Hall in 
Kyiv. (Courtesy)
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Matchless Madonna
U.S. singer Madonna (top) performs during her concert at the Olympic Stadium in Kyiv 
on Aug. 4. Despite being very late, she seemed to have won over her fans of all gen-
erations. In Moscow, where she performed on Aug. 7, Madonna made news. During 
her concert, she displayed the words “Pussy Riot” on her back. The gesture came 
in support of the three feminist Russian rockers being tried on charges of hooligan-
ism. In February, they performed a “punk prayer” in opposition to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow’s Christ the Savior Cathedral. Madonna said that she sup-
ports freedom of speech and hopes that the judge will show leniency. A verdict in the 
case is expected on Aug. 17. (AP)

Ukraine’s 
best athletes 

added one gold 
(left), one silver 
(below left) and 
one bronze medal 
(top) in last week’s 
competition at 
the London 2012 
Olympics. The 
nation had won 10 
medals – three gold, 
one silver and six 
bronze – by the time 
this edition of the 
Kyiv Post went to 
press. The honors 
put Ukraine 16th 
among nations in 
the overall medal 
count. The games 
end Aug. 12.

Ukraine’s medal count so far: 10

Ukrainian gymnast Ihor Radivilov performs on the vault 
during the artistic gymnastics men’s apparatus finals at the 
2012 Summer Olympics on Aug. 6 in London. Radivilov won 
the bronze medal. (AP)

Ukraine’s Oleksiy 
Torokhtiy celebrates 
his gold medal in the 
105-kilogram weightlifting 
competition at the 2012 
Summer Olympics on  
Aug. 6 in London. (AP)

Ukraine’s Inna Osypenko-
Radomska bites the silver 
medal she won in the 
women’s kayak single 500 
meter in Eton Dorney, near 
Windsor, England, at the 
2012 Summer Olympics on 
Aug. 9. (AP)

Chess 
champ
Anton Korobov, 
27, of Kharkiv 
became 
Ukraine’s chess 
champion for 
the second 
time on Aug. 7 
and took home 
$20,000 for the 
honor as well 
as a stylish tro-
phy. (Courtesy)

BY FEDOR ZARKHIN

The firing of six directors of major 
museums and reserves this year has 
raised questions among the cultural 
community about both the Ministry of 
Culture’s motivations in doing so and 
the seemingly arbitrary way new direc-
tors are appointed.

Most of the new directors have 
little experience in managing muse-
ums and historical monuments, and 
Nelya Kukovalskaya, one of the fired 
directors, explains the spate of replace-
ments as an attempt by the ministry to 
install people the ministry can control. 
But whether or not the replacements 
were justified, it is the fact that they 
can be hired virtually at the Minister 
of Culture’s whim that has raised the 
greatest concerns among experts.

 “The Ministry of Culture needs 
people who won’t defend monuments 
and their protective zones,” said 
Kukovalskaya, who was director of the 
Sofiya Kiyevska – a UNESCO world 

heritage site – from 2000 until she was 
dismissed this year.

The Ministry of Culture said it would 
be unwise to generalize the reasons the 
six directors were replaced. It did say, 
however, that among them were inef-
fective management, obsolete methods, 
and violations found upon inspection.

Kukovalskaya believes she was fired 
because she refused to agree to allow 
construction projects in the buffer 
zone around the reserve. The Ministry 
of Culture, meanwhile, claimed 
Kukovalskaya was mismanaging the 
reserve and made major decisions 
without the ministry’s permission. 

Her dismissal was overturned in 
court, but the ministry fired her again 
under the pretext that she had been 
on sick leave longer than the maximum 
time allowed, she said.

Anatoliy Melnik, who was fired from 
his post as director of the Museum of 
National Arts, said there has been no 
logic to the firings.

“Why destroy everything now when 

the collective is working normally and 
stably?” he said. 

Melnik has also challenged his dis-
missal in court.

The director of the Ukrainian Center 
for Museum Development NGO, Vladislav 
Pioro, said that although each dismissal 
had its particularities, what was com-
mon among them was that they were all 
done at museums or reserves with large 
financial resources. This has lead him to 
speculate that the Ministry’s motivation 
may have been to exert greater control 
over the financial flows, he said.

And while it is hard to determine 
whether or not all the replacements 
were justified, it is the process of 
appointing new directors that must 
change, said a former director of the 
UNESCO world heritage site Kyivo-
Pecherskaya Lavra and the current 
director of the All-Ukrainian Museum 
Association NGO, Sergey Krolevets. 
The system is so corrupt, he said, that 
it is pointless to discuss the merits and 
faults of the new and former directors.

The culture minister – Mikhail 
Kulinyak – can appoint directors 
directly, an “authoritarian” method 
that wasn’t even in place during the 
Soviet Union and isn’t practiced in 
any Western countries, Krolevets said. 
The appropriate method would be for 
specialists to select directors based on 
their qualifications through a competi-
tive and transparent process. 

The new director of the National 
Museum of Art, however, will be cho-
sen through a competitive process, 
which an activist organization – Kyiv 
is a Hospitable City – has said should 
be used as a model in the election of 
the directors for other museums and 
reserves. The Ministry of Culture was 
not available to explain why that posi-
tion will be filled competitively while 
the others were not.

The Kyivo-Pecherskaya Lavra has 
also been in the news recently because 
of the supposed firing of 20 of its 
deputy directors and scientists. Kyiv 
is a Hospitable City wrote in a press 

release that the UNESCO site is in the 
hands of incompetent management, 
which the activist organization claims 
poses an existential risk to the site’s 
priceless exhibitions. 

One of Kyivo-Pecherskaya Lavra’s 
former deputy directors, meanwhile, 
has claimed that she gave the Minister 
of Culture a $50,000 bribe to get her 
job, according to media reports.

The directors of the following muse-
ums and reserves were fired this year:
•  National Historico-cultural Reserve 

of Kyivo-Pechersk
•  Sofiya Kyivska National Reserve
•  National Museum of National 

Architecture and Daily Life in 
Pirogovo

•  National Museum of Taras 
Schevchenko

•  National Museum of Art
•  National Historico-memorial Reserve 

Bykivnyansky Mohyly
Kyiv Post staff writer Fedor Zarkhin 

can be reached at zarkhin@kyivpost.
com

Experts indignant at state power play that ends 
in firing of six directors of museums, reserves
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International School

Primary School & Secondary School
Tel:  / 044-434-88-80 Fax: 044- 463-50-03
Mobile: +380 63 267 84 99
www.mischool.com.ua

Now Enrolling...

From Kindergarten to University... 

Kindergarten (Aged 2 years +) 
Tel: 468-22-71

www.sadok.mischool.com.ua

In business, how you say it is 
everything. We guarantee the 
professionalism of our work.

The Kyiv Post has access to some of the most accomplished language specialists in Ukraine.

We are offering their talents to your company to produce more professional documents, 
newsletters, releases and other materials on a timely basis. If you are a professional firm, 
your company materials must be as polished as possible. Monthly fees start as low as 
3,500 hryvnia per month. 

You may also purchase photos by the Kyiv Post photographers. 

The Kyiv Post Commercial Department

by native speakers 
in English, Ukrainian 

and Russian 

Call Kateryna Kalendruz, Special Projects Coordinator +380 50 311 3804 or e-mail: kalendruz@kyivpost.com 

By Phone or E-mail (from 9 a.m. to 6p.m. Ask for Elena Grysiuk)  Tel. +380 44 353 9024, e-mail: grysiuk@kyivpost.com
All prices are given without VAT.

Prices for ads (UAH)

Size (mm) B&W Color Size (mm) B&W Color

15 boxes 260×179,5 13 125 17 500 3 boxes 49,2×179,5 2 750 3 666

8 boxes 207,3×118 7 000 9 333 2 boxes 102×56,5 1 833 2 444

4 boxes 102x118 3 666 4 888 1 boxes 49,2×56,5 916 1 222

How to place an Employment Ad in the

Kyiv Post

Public Private Partnership 
Development Program (P3DP) in 

Ukraine is seeking 
an experienced 

FINANCIAL MODELER 
for a short-term assignment. 

Interested candidates should 
send inquiries for a Request for 
Application to p3dp@fhi360.org

Due date of Applications:
August 17, 2012 by 17.00 Kyiv time

    

 

e-mail: grysiuk@kyivpost.com

Company formation, 
Accountancy

+380 44 578 27 10
www.yesbusiness.com.ua

Offshore company and 
Tax planning.

+380 44 362 87 10
www.gcgroup.com.ua

Interpriter/Translaitor
Driver

Personnal assistant.
Male, 35. 

+38067 782 52 28  

For fast and efficient registration of 
offshore and onshore companies 
in BVI, Belize, Nevis, Cyprus, and 

England contact Hardington Services Ltd 
- the corporate services provider

Tel. +38 097 834 0000
E-mail: info@hardington.com.ua
Web: www.hardington.com.ua 

Lawyer 
Legal advisory, documents 

preparation, litigation on private and 
corporate issues.

English, Russian, Ukrainian – fluent.
E-mail: attorney_ua@ukr.net

Tel.:+38 095 684 4337

Help needed 
urgently!

12-year old Slavik Yavorskiy from 

Kyiv suffers from acute lympho-

blastic leukemiaand urgently needs 

8-10 courses of chemotherapy that 

costs $80,000 and donors with 2+ 

blood type.

Parents are seek-
ing any help 
possible and 
can be reached 
at 0982324287 
(Inna)
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