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Rematch

Azarov emphasizes 
‘stability’ in Kharkiv
BY OKSANA GRYTSENKO
GRYTSENKO@KYIVPOST.COM

KHARKIV – Early in the morn-
ing on Oct. 19, workers fastened 
warning tape to park benches 
near the central office of the Party 
of Regions in Kharkiv. For some 
reason, the passersby were not 
allowed to sit in the park on that 
day. Police were stopping traffic 
on the central streets, blocking 
motorists from getting near the 
campaign event. 

That's how the eastern Ukrainian 
city of more than 1 million residents 

prepared to welcome Prime Minister 
Mykola Azarov, the Regions’ chief 
and No. 1 on the party election 
list. President Viktor Yanukovych 
on Oct. 17 relieved Azarov of his 
governing duties to take up full-
time campaigning ahead of the Oct. 
28 vote.

But it was a strange pre-election 
visit, one devoted to the maximum 
comfort of the leader and mini-
mal contact with the people. The 
64-year-old Azarov approached nei-
ther voters nor journalists, being sur-
rounded all the time by his security 
guards and the local party 

BY YURIY ONYSHKIV
ONYSHKIV@KYIVPOST.COM

CHORTKIV, Ternopil Oblast 
– A crowd in the small western 
Ukrainian city of Chortkiv quickly 
grows to around 2,000 people as 
Arseniy Yatseniuk appears on stage 
and addresses people with “blessed 
be the Lord,” a common local greet-
ing. This is a large turnout for a city 
that has only 28,000 residents. And 
it turned out to be a fairly enthusi-
astic one as well.

People stood still, attentively lis-
tening to the 38-year-old politician, 

who is currently running for parlia-
ment on the party list of the impris-
oned former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna Party. 
With Tymoshenko jailed for more 
than a year, Yatseniuk is the de facto 
leader of the United Opposition.

“You must be tired of politics 
by now, but I ask you to listen to 
me about what we offer for the 
country,” Yatseniuk started off with 
voters on Oct. 23, five days before 
the Oct. 28 election.

Batkivshchyna is competing 
with another opposition party, 
Vitali Klitschko’s Ukrainian 21 2

Oct. 28 Election Day
Polls open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Viktor Yanukovych beat 
Yulia Tymoshenko by 

3.5 percentage points to 
win the 2010 presidential 
election. Two years later, 

their parties are again 
top contenders in the 
Oct. 28 parliamentary 
election. There’s one 

big difference, however: 
Tymoshenko has been in 

prison for more than a 
year, bringing international 

condemnation of 
Yanukovych.

Yatseniuk takes up 
opposition’s cause

With ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
in prison and disqualified from the Oct. 28 
election, the job of uniting opposition forces 
is left to ex-Verkhovna Rada speaker Arseniy 
Yatseniuk. He is speaking to thousands of 
supporters on Oct. 23 in Ternopol Oblast’s 
Chortkiv. (Andrew Kravchenko)

Between his entourage of security guards 
and local Party of Regions’ officials, 

Prime Minister Mykola Azarov barely had 
any contact with voters during an Oct. 
19 campaign visit to Kharkiv. The pro-

presidential and ruling Party of Regions is 
expected to do well in the Oct. 28 election. 

(Kostyantyn Chernichkin)

Vote!
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Democratic Alliance for Reform, 
to be the second most popular party 
in the country, according to polls. 
There’s always been a lot of support for 
Tymoshenko and her party, mixed with 
contempt toward the current country’s 
leadership, in western Ukraine.

And now it’s left to Yatseniuk, the 
bespectacled, English-speaking former 
Verkhovna Rada speaker and former 
foreign minister, to fire up voters on 
the stump in place of the passionate 
Tymoshenko.

To do that, Yatseniuk had to rec-
oncile with Tymoshenko and smooth 
over the bad feelings between the two 
former adversaries during their unsuc-
cessful campaigns for president in 2010, 
a trophy won by Viktor Yanukovych. 

“We were political rivals. Everyone 
wanted to win the presidential elec-
tion (in 2010),” Yatseniuk explained 
in an interview with the Kyiv Post 
from the campaign trail in Ternopil 
Oblast. “Much has changed since then. 
Tymoshenko is in jail.”

He says that opposition parties real-
ize that if they do not unite, they will 
lose the parliamentary election.

As a result, earlier this year 
Batkivshchyna and seven other opposi-
tion parties, including Yatseniuk’s Front 
of Changes Party, consolidated and 
composed a joint list of candidates for 
the parliamentary elections both for 
the party-list vote and for the single-
mandate districts.

Separately, Batkivshchyna agreed 
with Oleh Tyahnybok’s nationalist 
Svoboda Party on common candidates 
in the single-mandate constituencies 
throughout Ukraine in order not to 
compete with each other.

Dressed casually in dark blue 
jeans and a short black leather jacket, 
Yatseniuk speaks in simple yet skillful 
language to rouse the crowd over their 
biggest concerns.

“I know there can be a better life 
and not like now, when half of Ternopil 
goes abroad [to work] and the other 
half stays here, jobless. Or it’s not your 
case?” asks the politician, waiting for 
the people’s response.

“True!” they answer affirmatively.
Yatseniuk said that Ukraine is rich in 

human and natural recourses, includ-
ing its oil and gas that could be devel-

oped more. “Tomorrow will be better,” 
he shouted out, optimistically stressing 
each word and provoking another wave 
of applause.

Yatseniuk also won approval from 
the mostly elderly crowd when he said 
that, if opposition parties control the 
parliament, they’ll make Yanukovych 
and Prime Minister Mykola Azarov 
retire and force them to live on the 
minimum monthly pension of Hr 1,000 
($125). Many smile when Yatseniuk 
adds that Deputy Prime Minister Sergiy 
Tigipko can also retire in order to bet-
ter test drive his pension cuts, which 
Yatseniuk promised to cancel once in 
power.

The speech made it clear that 
Yatseniuk has dropped his assertive 
and aggressive military-like rhetoric 
that was part of his failed 2010 presi-
dential  bid. Instead, he’s adopted more 
humor and colloquialisms in his public 
speeches.

“I cannot but remind you of 

Yanukovych, God bless him,” he said 
again, making people laugh before 
he started to criticize Ukraine’s cur-
rent leadership that has cut govern-
ment social expenditures and adopted 
unpopular measures such as raising the 
pension age.

“If they did not strip you of welfare, 
Yanukovych would have no money 
to fill up [the tank of] his helicopter,” 
Yatseniuk said.

Billboards with the Party of Regions 
and its candidates cannot be found in 
the city of Chortkiv and are quite rare on 
the road toward it. Yanukovych’s Party 
of Regions, as well as the Communists 
Party – which often appears to be 
in cahoots with the president’s party 
-- are highly unpopular in western 
Ukraine. They pose no electoral threat 
to any of the opposition parties, but 
the western regions are also the most 
sparsely populated in the nation.

Passionate contempt for the current 
political elite is a mobilizing force here. 

“I know [that] nothing is easy, but I 
know what to do,” said Yatseniuk, out-
lining his political platform.

Besides cancelling the current pen-
sion cuts and tax code, seen as regres-
sive by its critics, the Batkivshchyna 
Party wants to give voters greater con-
trol over their elected officials. Some of 
the measures include: impeachment, 
introducing criminal responsibility for 
voting in parliament with someone 
else’s electronic card and laws that 
make it possible for the people to recall 
lawmakers before the next regular elec-
tions, if these politicians switch sides or 
fail to deliver on their promises.

As far as economic policy goes, 
the opposition offers to cut and sim-
plify taxes and crack down on offshore 
transfers of income. Closer relations 
with the European Union – signing 
an association agreement and winning 
visa-free travel – are Batkivshchyna’s 
foreign policy priorities.

Tymoshenko’s party won 156 seats 
in the 2007 parliamentary election, 
but the Bloc of Yulia Tymoshenko has 
dwindled to just under 100 members 
since then, with the exodus accel-
erating after Yanukovych won the 
presidency.

Yatseniuk said  “we did everything 
we could” to prevent candidates on the 
opposition’s list from doing so again, 
including forcing them to take a public 
pledge to stay true to the faction.

If the polls are correct, the opposi-
tion forces combined are not likely to 
win enough seats in the 450-member 
legislature to override Yanukovych’s 
vetoes, so they will have to work with 
the president. But Yatseniuk thinks the 
opposition can force the president’s 
hand through laws raising pensions 
and stripping the president of his state-
owned villas, including the multimil-
lion-dollar Mezhyhirya estate.

“If Yanukovych vetoes these laws, 
his popularity will fall below zero,” he 
added firmly.

Yatseniuk spent only 40 minutes 
in Chortkiv before rushing off to two 
other rallies in the same day, a busy 
pace that he’s tried to keep up for the 
last two months.

Kyiv Post staff writer Yuriy Onyshkiv 
can be reached at onyshkiv@kyivpost.
com

Ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko Ex-parliament speaker Arseniy 
Yatseniuk
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 Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
jailing has led opposition 
forces to unite against 
ruling Party of Regions
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High-stakes vote
Hopefully, Ukrainians will finally get a chance on Oct. 28 to either support 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s policies of the last two years or repudiate them. 
The Kyiv Post, in keeping with the publisher’s non-endorsement policy in 
Ukrainian elections, will not be picking sides. But we will urge people to vote 
their convictions. This election is all the more important as it is the last scheduled 
national vote before the 2015 presidential election. 

We add the qualifier “hopefully” because this parliamentary election has 
little chance of being recognized internationally as free and fair among Western 
democracies. Russia and other nations governed by authoritarian rulers will, as 
always, say “all is well” no matter what happens.

Yanukovych ensured international criticism by allowing his top rival, ex-Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, to remain imprisoned on a bogus criminal charge for 
more than a year. He further created an environment of intimidation by allowing 
the nation’s politically subservient judges and prosecutors to do the same with 
ex-Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko and others, while still more Tymoshenko allies 
fled abroad to avoid criminal prosecution.

Moreover, Ukrainians are facing a different election law yet again – choosing 
half of the 450-seat parliament proportionally from party lists, while the other half 
are chosen in 225 geographic districts. The single-mandate district races favor 
money, incumbency and power. They are difficult to monitor for honesty and the 
winning candidates are likely to be coerced into the pro-governmental camp.

Yanukovych’s administration has done nothing to make the sources of cam-
paign financing transparent. There are, moreover, disturbing reports of intimida-
tion and violence against opposition candidates. Election commissions appear to 
be stacked with pro-presidential allies. The Central Election Commission’s powers 
have been neutered. And any appeals to the courts seem destined to hit a dead 
end among judges who lack independence, integrity and fairness.

If things go bad for the party in power on Election Day, moreover, could an hon-
est vote count be ensured by a president who still denies, against all evidence, 
that the 2004 presidential election was falsified and that the Orange Revolution  
helped Viktor Yushchenko steal the office from him that year?

There is hope. Polls show most Ukrainians think the nation is going in the 
wrong direction. If that is true, the ballot box is the way to punish whoever the 
voter thinks is responsible and reward politicians whom the voter thinks will lead 
the nation better.  Every vote matters. Sitting on sidelines does no good.

Exit polls, parallel vote counts and transparent vote tabulations in the 
nation’s 33,000 polling stations are keys to determining the honesty of the vote. 
Unfortunately, the only independent parallel vote count in this election is a sam-
pling of 1,000 polling stations planned by the Oporo civic group. Exit polls and 
parallel vote counts are important. If the official tally is at odds with the polls or 
parallel vote counts, especially if voter turnout is high, suspicion of tampering 
will be high.

Unless voter sentiment has changed dramatically in the last two weeks, polls 
released before the Oct. 18 cutoff showed that the Party of Regions will fall short 
of its goal of a 300-member constitutional majority in the 450-seat body. However, 
the president’s party will likely remain in control. The polls showed that the oppo-
sition will be able to prevent monopolization of power. Whether the opposition 
will be able to unite in parliament is one of the biggest intrigues.

Oct. 28 is a big test for democracy. Oct. 29 will be a very interesting day.

Guard returns
Mykola Melnychenko, the presidential bodyguard who taped ex-President Leonid 
Kuchma and other top officials of the era, is back in Kyiv. Instead of treating him 
like a whistleblower who might help solve some of the nation’s worst crimes, 
authorities arrested him at Boryspil International Airport on Oct. 24. He is accused 
of disclosing state secrets, but his friends proclaim his innocence and say he is 
ready to tell the truth. Others believe that he made a deal with Ukraine’s law 
enforcers, which had earlier issued his international arrest warrant. Reports 
quickly surfaced that Melnychenko may be used as a wedge against ex-Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

Since prosecutors have suddenly taken an interest in old criminal cases involv-
ing Melnychenko and Tymoshenko, the Kyiv Post suggests that they dig further 
and get to the bottom of these cases: whether Kuchma allegedly ordered the 
murder of journalist Georgiy Gongadze in 2000, the dozens of alleged high-level 
crimes caught on the “Melnychenko tapes,” including extortion of businesses by 
tax authorities allegedly at now-Prime Minister Mykola Azarov’s orders (he and 
all others deny all allegations on the tapes), the poisoning of ex-President Viktor 
Yushchenko, those responsible for the 2004 presidential election fraud, crimes 
– including murder – committed during Ukraine’s privatization of state-owned 
industries…and so forth.

Regrettably, prosecutors are again displaying a political approach in setting 
priorities. It's selective prosecution. It's also a sham.

Editorials

Feel strongly about an issue? Agree or disagree with editorial positions in this newspaper?
The Kyiv Post welcomes letters to the editors and opinion pieces, usually 800 to 1,000 words in length. Please email all cor-
respondence to Brian Bonner, chief editor, at bonner@kyivpost.com or letters@kyivpost.com. All correspondence must 
include an email address and contact phone number for verifi cation.

NEWS ITEM: When the presidents of Ukraine and Russia met on Oct. 24, many thought there will be progress on the 
most heated topic – the price that Ukraine pays for Russian natural gas. However, the only agreement that Viktor 
Yanukovych and Vladimir Putin announced at a press briefing afterwards is that they want to hold joint celebrations 
of the 200th year anniversary in 2014 of the birth of Ukrainian poet and painter Taras Shevchenko “We have reached 
an agreement about ordering respective governments to begin with preparations for this important for both nations 
jubilee,” Putin said.

An anonymous source can be as fawning with false humility 
as Charles Dickens’ Uriah Heep in David Copperfield or as 
high-minded as a citizen whistleblower who simply wants to 
do the right thing. 

Either way, it is not easy for any newspaper to determine 
the motive of a source, but it is important for the publication 
to put the source in context, and, to the extent possible, that 
is the policy of the Kyiv Post. 

Having worked both as a journalist and a government 
spokesperson, I have felt the darts of the malicious rumor-
monger parading as a motiveless source, and have also suf-
fered the frustration of pursuing acts where only an anony-
mous leak could provide clues to a bell ringer of a story. 

It is a given that every source that wishes his or her name 
withheld has a motive, whether ulterior or not.  Generally, 
the motive is fear of retribution, quite often from the 
government. 

However, there are many other reasons unnamed sources 
are ubiquitous in print.  A quick search of the Kyiv Post files 
turns up hundreds of references to anonymous sources, 
many from other news-gathering organizations such as 
Interfax and Reuters.

During the eight years I worked on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C., a symptom of “Potomac Fever” was a need 
to reveal information to the press that might or might not be 

true, but served a partisan purpose. Often, the practice was 
akin to indiscriminately tossing hand grenades in print. 

My boss, the Senate majority leader, liked to play his cards 
close to the vest. Only a handful of loyal staff—if anyone--
would know his next move. However, it seemed at times that 
chatty staff members working in the warrens of the Capitol 
were certain that they knew his every thought, and did not 
hesitate to speculate to the media on the condition they 
remain anonymous.  

Most often they were wrong, sometimes to laughable 
results when they were so far off base it made the newspaper 
look foolish and the source clownish. 

From a personal standpoint, I regard the anonymous 
source as a necessary evil. And, at times, I have been the 
leaker in an effort to advance an agenda of my politician 
boss, whether it had to do with legislation or gaining a par-
tisan advantage. 

The role comes with the territory of spokesperson, partic-
ularly in a hard-fought election campaign which has a finite 
end where one team picks up all the marbles when 

MICHAEL
WILLARD
WILLARD@KYIVPOST.COM 

Back Story: When to 
use anonymous sources 

 Some major 
stories could not 
have been told 
without secret 
informants
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Anton 
Kechedzhy, 
commercial 
specialist
“Nothing 
will change. 
Those (who 
will be in 
power) will 
have to 
work for the 

money invested in them. Whatever 
they are willing to do they are indebt-
ed to their investors.”

Vasyl Belo-
nozhko, 
teacher
“You think it 
will be new? 
The same 
people will 
remain. They 
will be work-
ing the same 
way they 

used to. Nothing is going to change, 
at all. I have no hope in that and I 
think (neither) do other people.”

Valeria 
Kryvytska, 
pensioner
“I expect 
nothing, 
noth-
ing good. 
The living 
standards 
will be get-
ting worse, 

prices for utilities will grow and 
inflation rate will be extremely high. 
I don’t trust any of them. I’m disap-
pointed and have already lost all 
my optimism. I think nothing will 
change.”

Natalia 
Matsura, 
journalist on 
maternity 
leave
“Honestly, I 
don’t think 
anything 
could 
change. I’m 
not going to 

vote. I’m disappointed. If I vote I will 
support none of the above.”

Tetyana 
Roma-
shova, 
PR director
“I’m afraid 
nothing will 
change. 
Hopefully 
the things 
will not get 
worse. The 

same people (will be) in the parlia-
ment. They haven’t done anything 
before and will do nothing in the 
future. I’m not sure I will go to 
vote.” 

What are your 
expectations from the 
new parliament?

Vox Populi is not only in print, but 
also online at kyivpost.com with 
different questions. If you have a 
question that you want answered, 
e-mail the idea to kyivpost@kyiv-
post.com.

Editor’s Note: The following is an English-language 
translation of an Oct. 17 open letter written by impris-
oned ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko to President 
Viktor Yanukovych. The Presidential Administration had 
not responded by the time the Kyiv Post went to press 
on Oct. 25.

Viktor Fedorovych! 
Yesterday, moving around the prison that you have 

turned my hospital room into, I saw on all the TV 
channels videos of my prison life, filmed with hid-
den cameras. Given the extreme immorality of your 
action, I decided to write you this open letter. 

Firstly - I confirm the authenticity of 90 percent 
of these recordings, especially the parts involving my 
physical therapy sessions with a physical therapist in 
the treatment room. 

Secondly – The video from the treatment room 
and other premises were made with hidden surveil-
lance cameras that were installed on direct orders 
from you. Now the fact of constant hidden video sur-
veillance has been proved and this is your crime. 

Thirdly – Many of the medical procedures that 
take place in the treatment room require that I 
undress, and the hidden video cameras record all 
of this and continue to record this during the entire 
period of my treatment. This is a moral crime that 
you are committing. 

Fourthly – Prison staff that support me, after the 
videos were shown on TV, gave me a plan with the 
exact location of these hidden video cameras that 
were installed on your orders in the rooms where I 
spend time. The public may be interested in knowing 
that there are three cameras in the room for confi-
dential meetings with my lawyers, two cameras in the 
shower stall and one above each of the two toilets 
(sorry for the details). There are so many hidden 
surveillance cameras that it’s impossible to hide from 
them, day or night. 

And lastly – There is a special room by my prison 
cell with monitors showing round-the-clock video of 
me. Male officers who work in the colony are respon-
sible for it, male officers that work in the prosecutor’s 
office cover it up, and male officers working in the SBU 
provide technical support. This is done demonstra-
tively, openly, before my eyes, obviously for additional 
psychological pressure. Unfortunately, the officers that 
serve the president take their cue from him. 

These videos are sent to you electronically every 
day. 

In connection with these circumstances I don’t 
have any requests or suggestions for you. 

Should I ask you to stop this disgrace? But you 
organized it yourself. Should I ask you to open a 
criminal case against those doing this dirty work? 
But will your prosecutor general open a criminal 
case against you? You’re the ideologue, organizer 
and executor of this unprecedented disgusting act. 
Therefore, I have only three questions that I ask you 
to respond to publicly. 

First – What is it that you personally want to see 
on the videos made with the hidden cameras in the 
shower, toilet, prison call, rooms where I undergo 
treatment fully undressed? 

What do you do with these films? Do you watch 
them alone or in cheerful company with friends? 
Maybe you get more self-confidence in your political 
capability by watching a female political opponent 
naked? Maybe you enjoy this specific power over your 
political opponent and it makes you feel stronger and 
more successful? 

If you answered all these questions positively, then 
this, Viktor Fedorovych, is a diagnosis and you need 
to urgently seek anonymous treatment, because it 
may become chronic. 

Second question. When will your channels show 
the continuation of this series that you find so inter-
esting? When can we expect nude videos? Maybe you 
think that by showing these materials you’re humili-
ating me? No. You’re humiliating yourself, showing 
Ukraine and the world your true self. All the videos 
made with hidden cameras about my prison life turn 
you in the eyes of normal people into…better that 
you now know… 

And my last question. Perhaps you’d like to try 
putting your wife Lyudmyla or your mother, if she’s 
still alive, under constant public video surveillance 
and shown live on the Internet? Show on your chan-
nels how they live, how they sleep, how they undress, 
take a shower, or do their business. If you have such 
exotic fantasies to secretly monitor the private life of 
women like a “behind the glass” show, start with the 
women in your family. 

Maybe then you’ll understand the difference 
between sadism and morality, between vileness and 
dignity. 

Given that I know very well who I’m dealing with 
and fully understand your psychological portrait, I 
don’t blame you for anything. I even forgive you. 

You are the way you are. And nobody can change you. 
Darwinism can’t change a jackal into a lion, or vice versa. 

Besides these questions, I don’t have any requests 
from you. 

My request is to all the women of Ukraine and the 
world with dignity, honor and solidarity. Before you 
speak with Yanukovych, just recall that he is watching, 
round-the-clock, the prison life of his female political 
opponent through cameras hidden in the toilet. And 
don’t shake his hand, because you’ll never be able to 
wash it clean. 

I have the same request to the men of Ukraine 
and abroad who love their mothers, wives, daughters 
and sisters. 

Don’t shake hands with Yanukovych, because by 
doing so you are humiliating all women with dignity, 
you are supporting Yanukovych and his dirty daily 
activities. 

And you, Viktor Fedorovych, I am informing that I 
am refusing “treatment” that is under video cameras 
aired on TV and the Internet, and is more like being 
in the torture chambers of the GULAG. In those con-
ditions people are crippled, not treated. 

I demand that I be returned to the colony in the 
condition I am. I will be treated when I am free, when 
you are no longer prying on me through a keyhole. 

I hope the European Court of Human Rights 
makes a judgment that will make Ukrainians under-
stand who you are and will remove you as president 
along with your mafia. 

Without respect to you, 
Yulia Tymoshenko 
Oct.  17, 2012

Tymoshenko: Remove 
Yanukovych’s mafia

YULIA TYMOSHENKO

the votes are counted. In a campaign, much of 
the battle is waged in the trenches by “informed” or 
“reliable” sources, which might neither be informed 
or reliable. 

It’s also a fact that many stories would be swept 
under the rug without the benefit of an anonymous 
source. Some 40 years ago, an American president, 
Richard Nixon, resigned from office in disgrace prior 
to being impeached for multiple crimes. It was a 
defining moment in America’s history. 

There is a good chance the scandal called 
“Watergate”  would not have been exposed but for 
a source called “Deep Throat,” and two enterprising 
reporters for the Washington Post who kept up a daily 
drumbeat of stories focusing on the issue. 

But when I see a story in the Kyiv Post that quotes 
an unnamed source, I am curious as to the motive. I 
also look to see if the source has been put into context, 
or, in other words, identified as to possible motive. 

As a backstop to the malicious use of the unnamed 
source, some newspapers—such as The New York 
Times--require the reporter tell at least one editor the 
source of the information. This helps guard against a 
reporter being too close to a story and perhaps hav-
ing a lapse in judgment as to the source’s motives. 

At the Kyiv Post, that person is chief editor Brian 
Bonner. Bonner says unnamed sources should be 
used sparingly, and that it should be explained to the 
reader why the source was granted anonymity. The 
Kyiv Post also strives to characterize the source – and 

the source’s motives – to the extent possible while 
still maintaining confidentiality.

“There has to be a good reason, and it’s not good 
enough, no matter if it’s Bob Woodward (of Watergate 
fame), to say ‘trust me’,” says Bonner. 

As for the reader, my advice is to ratchet down the 
credibility of any story based entirely on informed 
but undisclosed sources. Remember that the source 
rarely has an unselfish motive, particularly if attempts 
have not been made to put the source into context.  

Also remember, however, that some significant his-
tory-changing stories would never have seen the light 
of day without there being an anonymous source.

Kyiv Post CEO Michael Willard can be reached at 
willard@kyivpost.com.

Willard: Readers deserve explanation
4

Supporters of former Ukranian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko chant slogans during a protest in Kyiv 
on July 12. The imprisoned Tymoshenko has written an open letter to President Viktor Yanukovych 
accusing him of videotaping her every move as she serves a seven-year sentence for abuse of office. 
The presidential press service did not respond as of Oct. 25 to the allegations in the letter. (AFP)
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Michel Terestchenko doesn’t have to 
look too far to see what kind of legacy 
his family left behind when it escaped 
Bolshevik rule in 1918. A central Kyiv 
street that borders Taras Shevchenko 
Park carries his surname. 

And the buildings that house the 
Russian Art Museum, Bohdan and 
Varvara Khanenko Art Museum, as 
well as the Taras Shevchenko National 
Museum, once belonged to his fam-
ily – as did the building that houses 
Okhmatdet Children’s Hospital.

Known as one of Ukraine’s 19th and 
20th century sugar kings, Terestchenko’s 
family once farmed 400,000 hectares 
of mostly sugar beets. The family also 
gained fame and admiration as phi-
lanthropists who founded hospitals, 
orphanages, universities and museums.

His grandfather and ruble multimil-
lionaire Mykhailo was czarist Russia’s 
last finance minister under Alexander 
Kerensky’s provisional government. 
Michel Terestchenko aptly titled his 
2011 book about his grandfather, “The 
First Oligarch.”

“At one point, one in five Ukrainians 
worked on sugar plantations,”  
Terestchenko told the Kyiv Post in his 
Podil office. 

But unlike his grandfather, 
Terestchenko cultivates another cash 
crop – flax in Sumy Oblast on land 
that once belonged to his family.  He 
doesn’t own the land. Like many agri-
cultural newcomers, he leases it, some 
3,000 hectares, one-sixth of which 
is constantly in use due to the crop’s 
plant rotation cycle. 

Born and educated in Paris, the 
59-year old Terestchenko tiptoed into 
Ukraine in the 1990s, but has been 
here permanently since about 2003. He 
claims to have invested all his money 
four years ago to start operations near 

Hlukhiv not far from the Kyiv-Moscow 
highway. The city is also home to the 
Institute of Bast Fiber Crops – also a 
former Terestchenko family property – 
which works to breed improved hemp 
and flax cultivators. He got the idea 
to cultivate flax during a visit there in 
the 1990s. Although he wouldn’t say 
how much start-up capital was put in 
to start Linen of Desna, Terestchenko 
sees enormous prospects in the flax-
growing and processing business. 

“Ukraine has mostly stopped farm-
ing flax – products made from it are 
non-toxic, eco-friendly and its technical 
uses are abundant,” said Terestchenko.

Uses range from making insula-
tion and panels, to chairs, insulated 
boots and bags that biodegrade in six 
months, said T in front of a desk with 

sample products laid out. 
Employing 250 Ukrainians, he sells 

the longer, better quality stems to 
European textile companies that pro-
duce linen, and the shorter stems to 
Chinese clients for technical use. 

Terestchenko has already launched 
plans to scale-up and add value to 
his crop. A year ago he brought in 
two Kharkiv brothers, as well as other 
Ukrainian investors more recently to 
start operations in Zhytomyr Oblast 
to double harvesting capacity and to 
produce insulation for car doors. Plans 
are in the works to start manufacturing 
insulation by the end of this year.

“Ukraine is like America in the 1930s. 
Everything is possible,” Terestchenko  
enthused.

Comparisons don’t stop there. 

Terestchenko likened the entrepre-
neurial spirit of Ukrainians to that of 
Americans. 

“Ukrainians are Americans, but with 
a soul, and they calculate numbers 
faster in their heads than anyone in the 
world,” said Terestchenko.

And given the historic burden of 
carrying the last name of sugar mag-
nates, Terestchenko understands the 
significance of his endeavor.

“I realize this is a big risk (on 
my part). There’s pressure for suc-
cess. Failure isn’t an option…nobody 
will understand if I fail,” underscored 
Terestchenko.

“Yet no obstacle is insurmount-
able,” he continued, quickly adding 
that corruption isn’t acceptable at his 
business.

He hopes the success of his business 
can serve as an example to Ukrainians 
who he says don’t see a future for 
themselves here. 

Terestchenko lamented that the “trag-
edy is Ukrainians are leaving, they don’t 
see that they’re needed here, but the 
reality is many could do so much more 
here (than abroad), and lead more inter-
esting lives and make more money.”

As part of his heritage, Terestchenko 
also established a charity foundation in 
his family’s name. 

However, carrying the Terestchenko 
name is a double-edged advantage. 
People send in many charity requests 
to him because they think he’s rich.

“As a Terestchenko, I’ve a responsi-
bility. It’s a great privilege, but some 
people who often have more money 
than me think I’m in a position to help 
when I’m the one who needs assis-
tance,” said Michel. 

Its purpose is to give a “new last 
residence” to his family, and continue 
doing what his ancestors did: help 
clinics and hospitals as well as other 
charitable projects. 

Terestchenko aid that despite first 
finding himself in an “unusual situa-
tion” of not knowing the language, and 
culture, he feels “much at home.”

“I’m here to stay,” he said 
confidently. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Mark Rachkevych 
can be reached at rachkevych@kyivpost.
com.

Descendant of ‘sugar kings’ 
happy in historic homeland

Michel Terestchenko 
in his Kyiv office 
displays a book 
about his family’s 
history. (Kostyantyn 
Chernichkin)

Michel Terestchenko
Nationality: French
Age: 59
Position: Founder and CEO of Linen 
of Desna and Terestchenko Heritage 
Foundation
Length of time in Ukraine: Since 
2003
Tips for succeeding in Ukraine: “No 
obstacle is insurmountable.” 

Expats to Watch  
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OPEN APPEAL 
to International Electoral Observers and Donor Organizations

“Internews Ukraine” cordially invites international electoral observers and donor organizations to join an initiative aimed at monitoring and reporting 
election legislation violations during the 2012 Parliamentary elections on a virtual map of violations - ELECTUA.ORG.
The new initiative of Internews Ukraine is politically unbiased and designed to represent the interests of every voter. Furthermore, our key goal 
is to encourage voters, international observers and actors of the election process to get involved in the process of monitoring violations during 
the Parliamentary elections of 2012. We would like to draw attention to the importance of transparent, open and the fair expression of the will of 
Ukrainian citizens. 
Our initiative – ELECTUA.ORG - is open to everyone. Journalists, opinion makers, politicians, observers and all active citizens are able to participate 
in elections monitoring during the election campaign and on voting day. All recorded data on violations can be used by international experts, think 
tanks, human rights organizations, etc. as the basis for 2012 elections monitoring and analysis.
We suggest you: 

Actively use ELECTUA.ORG by referring to the data obtained from the ELECTUA.ORG platform• 
Encourage your projects to use ELECTUA.ORG as a tool for recording violations during the election process• 

At any time you can report election legislation violations at www.electua.org, also via Facebook  (www.facebook.com/ElectUA) , 
e-mail (info@electua.org), telephone and SMS or MMS to hot line (050 434 34 35/067 444 44 93). 

Background info: International NGO Internews-Ukraine is one of the leading media CSOs in Ukraine. The mission of the organization is promotion of European 
values through development of successful media. “Internews-Ukraine” aims at the development of independent and pluralistic media in Ukraine, raising 
journalism standards, support of democracy growth and foundations of civil society.
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BY OKSANA FARYNA
FARYNA@KYIVPOST.COM

Those in the habit of pill-popping had 
better stock up. Ukraine’s pharma-
ceutical market is undergoing several 
changes that could affect supply and 
the price of medications, especially 
imported ones.

Up until the beginning of 2012, the 
registration of drugs in Ukraine was 
valid for a period of up to five years. 
According to the new regulations, how-
ever, registration is now indefinite, but 
more difficult to obtain. Apart from 
the Health Ministry and State Expert 
Center, companies also have to deal 
with a newly-founded special commis-
sion that oversees the registration of 
medications.

“Previously it took up to six months 
to register a new drug. Now it is hard 
to say how much time it will take as the 
process became much more time con-
suming and bureaucratic,” said Evgenia 
Paliy, an advocate at the Kyiv office of 
Gide Loyrette Nouel, which closely fol-
lows local pharmaceutical legislation.

Longer and more complicated pro-
cedures may lead to shortages of some 
pills in drug stores.

Moreover, importers have to make 
sure they get a Good Manufacturing 
Practice certificate – an international 
quality control attestation – for each 
producer by Jan. 1, 2013. After this 
date it will be impossible to register 
medicines in Ukraine, thus to import 
and sell them on the Ukrainian market 
without this document.

“This is a positive initiative in gen-
eral, as there are many low quality 
products on the Ukrainian market,” 
Paliy said. “Considering the high quali-
ty standards, many medicines – around 
2,000 items – won’t be let in the mar-
ket as of next year. But the procedure 
of obtaining a GMP certificate is time 
consuming and authorities are will not 
be able to issue enough certificates in 
time.”

Last but not least, the new legisla-
tion introduces obligatory licensing for 
imported medicines beginning March 
1, 2013. And despite the fact that this 
deadline is approaching fast, there is 
no procedure or conditions for issuing 
such licenses yet. 

Oleksiy Solovyov, head of the State 
Service on Medical Substances, said 
that tougher regulations on licens-
ing drugs are required because of 
Ukraine’s committments with various 
European partners. 

“European Union had a clear 
mechanism of regulation of import of 
medications... Import is licensed in the 
same way as production of drugs,” he 
recently told Apteka weekly. He also 
said that Ukraine had a loophole in 
regulating the procedure for calling off 
drugs, and the new regulations address 
this problem.

But market participants are under-
standably worried about the new 
regulations.

Andriy Stogniy, general manager in 
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova and the 
Caucasus at global healthcare con-
glomerate GlaxoSmithKline, pointed to 

the triple control of medications that 
are imported to Ukraine: registration, 
getting a GMP certificate and obtaining 
the import license. “Such duplication of 
controls creates a threat of not being 
able to supply Ukraine’s patients with 
the medicines they need,” Stogniy said. 
“For instance, if an importer does not 

have a license, their medicines cannot 
be brought into Ukraine.”

A potential shortage of pills is not 
the only problem. Additional expenses 
in the form of licensing fees will be 
transferred from importers to con-
sumers, which mean a  price hike for 
imported remedies in Ukraine. 

Experts say that obligatory licens-
ing of imported medicines, a goal that 
Ukrainian authorities have frequently 
reiterated, is part of a state program for 
import substitution that was drafted to 
support the local production of phar-
maceuticals in 2011-2021.

Ukraine’s drug market is expected to 
reach $3.3 billion in 2012, according to 
Proxima Research, an industry research 
outfit. That’s 15.6 percent more than in 
2011. The share of local producers 
amounts to 68 percent in terms of the 
quantity of medicines sold. But the low 
cost of locally produced drugs means 
that when counted according to the 
value of goods sold, this falls to just 26 
percent of the market.

On one hand, strengthening local 
alternatives is seen as a good solution 
to make consumers less dependent on 
profit-squeezing multinational corpo-
rations, while also potentially reduc-
ing prices. But Volodymyr Ihnatov, 
executive director at the Association 
of International Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers said the policy of pro-
tectionism of local producers will nega-
tively affect the industry in general and 
consumers in particular.

“If you shut the market down, you 
will never get either new technologies 
or know-how,” Ihnatov said. “You will 
end up back in the Soviet Union.”

Ihnatov added that lack of competi-
tion on the market will lead to a lack of 
choice for consumers and an increase 
in price of certain medications.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana Faryna 
can be reached at faryna@kyivpost.com. 

Pharmaceutical industry says new laws 
could cut access to imported drugs

Some people say that certain medications may disappear from drug stores 
soon because the pharmaceutical market is facing several new legislative 
restrictions. (UNIAN)
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Raw Milk: 
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UHT:

Homogenization: 

Milkfat:

By Ivan Khanas
R&D Director, Danone Ukraine 
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BY SVITLANA TUCHYNSKA
TUCHYNSKA@KYIVPOST.COM

More Ukrainians are giving up the 
highly damaging smoking habit as leg-
islation toughens bans on advertising, 
smoking in public places and intro-
duces disturbing graphic warnings on 
cigarette packs.  

As of Dec. 16, smoking indoors will be 
illegal as a new law signed by President 
Viktor Yanukovych in June comes into 
effect. It prohibits smoking in restaurants, 
bars, cafes, hotels, governmental build-
ings, sport arenas and cultural premises. 
Hookah pipes and electronic cigarettes 
also fall under the ban.

These premises’ smoking rooms or 
areas will be closed, but will still be 
allowed in office buildings. Violators 
will face fines of Hr 1,000 ($125) to 

Hr 10,000. 
The new bill adds to the pile of 

recent success of tobacco-control legis-
lation. In September, a law banning all 
forms of cigarette advertising came into 
effect. Moreover, since Oct. 4, tobacco 
companies are obliged to sell cigarettes 
with graphic warnings on packs. 

“Lobbying for this legislation has 
been going on for the last three years 
and will go down in history as one of the 
most difficult campaigns in Ukraine,” 
says Andriy Skipalskyi from Ukraine 
Smoke Free, a civic organization.  

The graphic warnings law passed 
parliament in 2009, but implementa-
tion has been delayed through various 
measures until now.

Activists report that most cigarettes being 
sold now do not contain graphic warnings 
as the tobacco companies are selling what 

was manufactured before Oct. 4. 
The new smoking rules have wide 

public support. Olena Dub from Smoke 
Free Kyiv civic organization gathered 
500 signatures from waitresses and 
bartenders who suffer the most from 
second-hand smoking in restaurants. 

“We were also working with owners 
of restaurants and bars and most of 
them support the smoking ban. It bears 
no costs for them as the only thing they 
will have to do is to put up ‘No Smoking’ 
signs and remove ashtrays,” Dub says. 

Their profits will not be affected, either, 
experts say, and their businesses may 
even be helped by the return of patrons 
turned off by the health risks linked to 
exposure to second-hand smoke. 

Partly because of the public health 
campaign, fewer Ukrainians smoke and 
fewer young people are starting.

Nov. 2
IT Business Solutions

Nov. 16
Corporate Law

Nov. 23
Medical Services

Nov. 30 
Food Services

Dec. 7
Auditing & Accounting

Special news coverage ahead on the following topics in Business Focus:

More people quit smoking as 
tougher measures adopted

Women smoke near the ‘No Smoking’ sign in the Maidan Nezalezhnosti 
underpass in central Kyiv, even though smoking in underpasses has been 
banned since 2007. (Kostyantyn Chernichkin)10
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Licensing of Import of Pharmaceuticals

On 4 July 2012 the Ukrainian Parliament 
adopted the Law of Ukraine “On Amendments to 
Certain Laws of Ukraine regarding Import Licensing 
of Pharmaceuticals and regarding Definition 
of the Term “Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient”. 
This law subjects import of pharmaceuticals 
to licensing in Ukraine. Although all importers 
already hold licenses for wholesale of 
pharmaceuticals, under the new law they are 
required to obtain additional licenses for import 
of pharmaceuticals. Moreover, a license for 
import of pharmaceuticals will specify each type 
of pharmaceuticals, which may be imported 
under the license. Requirements on licensing of 
import of pharmaceuticals will come into force 
as of 1 March 2013. 

On the one hand, such amendments are 
likely to increase barriers to counterfeited 
pharmaceuticals, since state agencies will have 
additional control over the import. On the 
other hand, such licensing requirements may 
influence business models of the foreign pharma 
companies operating in Ukraine through their representative offices 
due to the following.

The wording of the mentioned law provides that the license on 
import of pharmaceuticals may be issued either to the producer of 
the respective pharmaceuticals or to its authorized representative 
in Ukraine. The pharma companies operating through the 
representative offices in Ukraine and selling their products to 
unrelated distributors cannot import their products to Ukraine on 
their own. Therefore, their distributors will be obliged to obtain 
licenses on import which will impose additional administrative 
burden on them. At the same time companies operating in Ukraine 
through the subsidiaries or commercial branches can obtain such 
licenses and import their products for further resale in Ukraine, thus 
releasing their distributors from additional licensing requirements. 
This fact can make producers without business presence in Ukraine 
less competitive for local wholesalers.

It is not clear from the wording of the law whether a product 
may be imported by only one authorized representative or there 
could be several of them. Considering the significant obligations for 
quality control imposed on importers state authorities may argue 
that there may be only one authorized representative in Ukraine. For 
companies dealing with several independent distributors it will lead 
to changes in their business models. In addition, the requirements 
on quality control are likely to cause high licensing requirements 
for import licenses. As a result, it may become too burdensome for 
independent distributors to comply with such requirements.

Due to the mentioned above, the pharma companies operating 
through the representative offices in Ukraine may consider 
establishing commercial branches or local subsidiaries, in order to 
retain their market position and distribution networks.

Restrictions on Marketing of Pharmaceuticals

On 4 July 2012 the Parliament adopted Law of Ukraine No.5036-
VI introducing new restrictions on the conduct of medical and 
pharmaceutical employees. The prohibited conduct is:

receiving any “illegal” benefits from producers or distributors of 1. 
pharmaceuticals, including any items of pharmaceuticals;

advertising pharmaceuticals, including writing prescriptions 2. 
on papers with advertising information and identifying the 
producer when prescribing pharmaceuticals to the patient; 
and

concealing information on availability of drug analogues at 3. 
lower prices.

The law came into force starting from 1 August 2012. The respective 
amendments to the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences 
impose responsibility for the violation of the described restrictions. 

These legislative amendments in some respects entail more rigid 
restrictions than the current Ethical Standards on Marketing of 
Pharmaceuticals, which were developed by NGOs and adopted by 
most pharma companies on the Ukrainian market. At the same time, 
some matters which are dealt with in the ethical standards are not 
covered by the law. In any case, the ethical standards of the most 
recognized and reputable international associations are significantly 
more detailed and clear than the Ukrainian legislation on this matter.

Considering the above, we suggest that:

all marketing practices employed by pharma companies should 1. 
be carefully reviewed as to their compliance with the new 
requirements of Ukrainian law; and

ethical standards still could be used as additional instrument for 2. 
interpretation of relevant legal rules.
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Ukrainian medical education was con-
sidered one of world's best in com-
munist times. Even after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, its reputation was 
still strong enough to attract thousands 
of foreign students each year.

But times have changed – for the 
worse.

Several Middle Eastern countries, 
including Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates, no lon-
ger recognize Ukrainian medical diplo-
mas. Nigeria, the world's seventh most 
populous nation, could soon join the 
list. Its ambassador to Ukraine recently 
advised against studying in Ukraine.

Yet university representatives in 
Ukraine say they are losing no sleep 
over the criticism.

 “If (countries) reject diplomas it’s 
their right. It hasn’t influenced the 
reputation of the university at all,” said 
Ivan Letik, deputy rector at Kharkiv 
National Medical University, which has 
Ukraine's largest foreign student popu-
lation with more than 2,000 enrolled. 
“We (remain) a leading university 
among foreign students. Our diplomas 
are important and highly valued.” 

The number of foreign students in 
the country has steadily grown since 
the early 2000s, when there were 
just 20,000. By the end of 2011, more 
than 55,000 foreign students from 130 
countries were studying in Ukraine. 
The highest share come from China 
(9,000) and Russia (6,000), according 
to statistics provided by the Ukrainian 
International Education Council, a non-
governmental organization that assists 
in finding education opportunities for 
foreigners in Ukraine.

But while medical universities have 
always been the most popular among 
foreign students, the percentage of 
foreigners studying medicine has 
decreased in recent years, to 20-25 per-
cent in 2011, about half of what it was 
10 years ago, according to the UIEC. 

University management said the 
decrease hasn’t affected the reputation 
and work of the universities. 

However, experts cite corruption 

among the major reasons for stu-
dents choosing Western universities 
over Ukrainian ones. “Bribery (is the 
main reason),” said Umair Ahmad Butt, 
founder and president of the UIEC. 
“Ukraine could compete with England 
in terms of education. It has potential.”

Visas are another problem. Official 
prices are $85 for single entry and 
$200 for multiple entry visas. But 
complicated, overly bureaucratic pro-
cedures mean foreign students often 
end up having to pay large sums to 
intermediaries before coming to study 
in Ukraine, according to Butt. “Only a 
few foreign students get visas (for the 
official price). Others usually (end up) 
paying $2,000-$2,500,” Butt said.

The standards of medical education 
itself are another big headache.

Nigerian ambassador to Ukraine 
Frank Ngosi Isoh recently warned 
his countrymen against studying in 
Ukraine, because of the low level of 
English among Ukrainian tutors.

“One thing I will like to say about 
education in this place, and this is 
something we intend to package in a 
report to government to see how this 
can be propagated back home – I do 
not think that Nigerians get the best 
when it comes to studying in this 
place in the English language,” he 
told Nigerian news site Bella Naija on 
Oct. 16. 

Kyiv Post asked foreign students 
studying at Kyiv National Bogomolets 

University if they were satisfied with 
the level of education in Ukraine.   

 “I’m not really sure about (the qual-
ity),” said Frank Douglas, a second year 
student at who came from the African 
country of Togo to study in Kyiv.

“Of course the level of education is 
better in Europe, but studying here is 
much cheaper,” said Nina Amabetova 
from Azerbaijan.

Ukraine has 15 medical universi-
ties that are licensed to teach foreign 
students and have English-speaking 
tutors, according to the UIEC. 

The average price for studying medi-
cine is about $4,000 per year for for-
eigners and $5,000 for those wanting 
to study in English, which is still much 
less than in England or the U.S., where 
tuition prices start at around $30,000.

However, low prices can’t contribute 
much to the reputation of Ukraine’s 
education when it’s blackened by the 
alleged racial discrimination of foreign 
students.

A scandal which took place in the 
western Ukrainian city of Ternopil 
in January of this year, involving a 
local newspaper that published an 
article describing foreign students from 
African and Arabic countries as chim-
panzees and part of a “black invasion” 
causing “a rise in criminality, prostitu-
tion and diseases,” was one reason 
the international community feared 
Ukraine wasn’t ready to host the EUFA 
Euro 2012 Championship. 

Another case involved Olaolu 
Sunkanmi Femi, a Nigerian student 
at Luhansk State University. He was 
accused of the attempted murder 
of four people, which he allegedly 
attacked alone while intoxicated, and 
faces life imprisonment in Ukraine. He 
has been kept in a Luhansk pretrial 
detention center since November 2011 
while awaiting the court’s decision to 
move forward with the case. 

“Ukraine was always considered a 
comfortable place to study,” said Butt. 
“There was no racial discrimination 
here. Now it happens (often). And it 
discourages foreign countries (from) 
sending students here.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Anastasia Forina 
can be reached at forina@kyivpost.com 
and Daria Zadorozhnaya at zadorozh-
naya@kyivpost.com.
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Ukrainian medical education was con-
sidered one of world's best in com-
munist times. Even after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, its reputation was 
still strong enough to attract thousands 
of foreign students each year.

But times have changed – for the 
worse.

Several Middle Eastern countries, 
including Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates, no lon-
ger recognize Ukrainian medical diplo-
mas. Nigeria, the world's seventh most 
populous nation, could soon join the 
list. Its ambassador to Ukraine recently 
advised against studying in Ukraine.

Yet university representatives in 
Ukraine say they are losing no sleep 
over the criticism.

 “If (countries) reject diplomas it’s 
their right. It hasn’t influenced the 
reputation of the university at all,” said 
Ivan Letik, deputy rector at Kharkiv 
National Medical University, which has 
Ukraine's largest foreign student popu-
lation with more than 2,000 enrolled. 
“We (remain) a leading university 
among foreign students. Our diplomas 
are important and highly valued.” 

The number of foreign students in 
the country has steadily grown since 
the early 2000s, when there were 
just 20,000. By the end of 2011, more 
than 55,000 foreign students from 130 
countries were studying in Ukraine. 
The highest share come from China 
(9,000) and Russia (6,000), according 
to statistics provided by the Ukrainian 
International Education Council, a non-
governmental organization that assists 
in finding education opportunities for 
foreigners in Ukraine.

But while medical universities have 
always been the most popular among 
foreign students, the percentage of 
foreigners studying medicine has 
decreased in recent years, to 20-25 per-
cent in 2011, about half of what it was 
10 years ago, according to the UIEC. 

University management said the 
decrease hasn’t affected the reputation 
and work of the universities. 

However, experts cite corruption 

among the major reasons for stu-
dents choosing Western universities 
over Ukrainian ones. “Bribery (is the 
main reason),” said Umair Ahmad Butt, 
founder and president of the UIEC. 
“Ukraine could compete with England 
in terms of education. It has potential.”

Visas are another problem. Official 
prices are $85 for single entry and 
$200 for multiple entry visas. But 
complicated, overly bureaucratic pro-
cedures mean foreign students often 
end up having to pay large sums to 
intermediaries before coming to study 
in Ukraine, according to Butt. “Only a 
few foreign students get visas (for the 
official price). Others usually (end up) 
paying $2,000-$2,500,” Butt said.

The standards of medical education 
itself are another big headache.

Nigerian ambassador to Ukraine 
Frank Ngosi Isoh recently warned 
his countrymen against studying in 
Ukraine, because of the low level of 
English among Ukrainian tutors.

“One thing I will like to say about 
education in this place, and this is 
something we intend to package in a 
report to government to see how this 
can be propagated back home – I do 
not think that Nigerians get the best 
when it comes to studying in this 
place in the English language,” he 
told Nigerian news site Bella Naija on 
Oct. 16. 

Kyiv Post asked foreign students 
studying at Kyiv National Bogomolets 

University if they were satisfied with 
the level of education in Ukraine.   

 “I’m not really sure about (the qual-
ity),” said Frank Douglas, a second year 
student at who came from the African 
country of Togo to study in Kyiv.

“Of course the level of education is 
better in Europe, but studying here is 
much cheaper,” said Nina Amabetova 
from Azerbaijan.

Ukraine has 15 medical universi-
ties that are licensed to teach foreign 
students and have English-speaking 
tutors, according to the UIEC. 

The average price for studying medi-
cine is about $4,000 per year for for-
eigners and $5,000 for those wanting 
to study in English, which is still much 
less than in England or the U.S., where 
tuition prices start at around $30,000.

However, low prices can’t contribute 
much to the reputation of Ukraine’s 
education when it’s blackened by the 
alleged racial discrimination of foreign 
students.

A scandal which took place in the 
western Ukrainian city of Ternopil 
in January of this year, involving a 
local newspaper that published an 
article describing foreign students from 
African and Arabic countries as chim-
panzees and part of a “black invasion” 
causing “a rise in criminality, prostitu-
tion and diseases,” was one reason 
the international community feared 
Ukraine wasn’t ready to host the EUFA 
Euro 2012 Championship. 

Another case involved Olaolu 
Sunkanmi Femi, a Nigerian student 
at Luhansk State University. He was 
accused of the attempted murder 
of four people, which he allegedly 
attacked alone while intoxicated, and 
faces life imprisonment in Ukraine. He 
has been kept in a Luhansk pretrial 
detention center since November 2011 
while awaiting the court’s decision to 
move forward with the case. 

“Ukraine was always considered a 
comfortable place to study,” said Butt. 
“There was no racial discrimination 
here. Now it happens (often). And it 
discourages foreign countries (from) 
sending students here.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Anastasia Forina 
can be reached at forina@kyivpost.com 
and Daria Zadorozhnaya at zadorozh-
naya@kyivpost.com.

Ukraine’s medical 
education losing 
credibility abroad 

Several countries including United Arab Emirates, Iran, Kuwait no longer recognise Ukrainian medical diplomas. While 
number of foreign students in the country keep growing since 2000s, the percentage of foreigners studying medicine 
has dicreased in recent years. (Courtesy)

Umair Ahmad Butt, founder and 
president of Ukrainian International 
Education Council
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Despite the Soviet Union’s great 
Olympic athletes and triumphs, the 
Soviet Union lacked a fitness industry 
overall. Gyms were equipped with self-
made fitness equipment and, on top 
of that, they were inconvenient, with 
many lacking showers or ventilation.

Bodybuilding was considered a 
product of the bourgeois lifestyle. The 
habit of training at home was absent. 
Sports equipment shops were offering 
balls, jump ropes, dumbbells and other 
accessories, but nothing that would pro-
mote indoor training. Cardiovascular 
equipment was impractical because the 
apartments were small and not suited 
for making this type of purchase. 

Now, by contrast, stadiums and sports 
centers have crowded the market. 

Fitness in Ukraine
Ordinary people, not just the wealthy, 
have opportunities to exercise as the 
fitness industry in Ukraine rapidly 
develops. 

At present, there are about 400 fit-
ness clubs and small studios around 
Kyiv and more than 5,000 around 
the country. The turnover of fitness 
clubs Kyiv was estimated at more 
than $70 million in 2011, making fit-
ness a lifestyle – at least for some 
people. Approximately 90,000 people 
are working out in these clubs or have 
memberships – still a tiny percentage 
of the population.

Today all the players on fitness mar-
ket are trying to use all of their tools 
to attract clients. They are handing out 
leaflets with “unbelievable 80 percent 
discounts,” gift certificates for classes, 
free one-entrance tickets and promo-
tions for a free second membership, etc. 

Fitness clubs and studios can be 
divided into five formats by their size, 
services and price range.

The first format is the format of 
small studios. They usually offer a 
selected fitness program, whether it’s 
aerobics, yoga, boxing, martial arts or 
dancing. They are small (usually 300 
square meters) with a limited set of ser-
vices: changing room, shower, air condi-
tioning. Membership usually goes with 
the popularity of the program. Plenty of 
dance studios opened at the peak of TV 
dance shows era (Tantsuyut Vsi, Tantsi 
z Zirkamy, etc.). These studios often 
work on the principle of monthly mem-
berships or one-time visits, with prices 
ranging from Hr 50 to Hr 700.

 The second format is democratic. 
It is a format of 300-1,000 square-meter 
clubs. These clubs have more space for 
free weights, cardio equipment, strength 
equipment and to offer facilities with 
specialized equipment for pilates, yoga 

and so on. They usually work in a format 
of annual cards or monthly subscrip-
tions. These clubs usually offer monthly 
and annual memberships. Price ranges 
from Hr 500-Hr 2,500.

The third format is business. It is 
a format of 1,000-2,500 square meter 
clubs, with or without a swimming pool. 
Besides offering more equipment, these 
clubs are also offering a wide range 
of services: sauna, free towels, roup 
classes. Typically these clubs rely on the 
business segment. In these clubs, more 
attention is paid to comfort and per-
sonal service. Classes and services are 
often included in the cost of the card. 
Today, this segment probably offers the 
perfect ratio of price-to-quality with an 
optimal set of services.  These clubs 
usually offer annual memberships rang-
ing from Hr 1,500 to Hr 3,500.

The fourth format is the grand 
club. These clubs are from 2,500 
to 7,000 square meters. They are 
equipped with swimming pools, tennis 
courts, squash courts, bars and so on. 
They are focused on attracting a huge 
stream of people, even up to 10,000 
members. The level of service is not 
always the best. While a large range 
of services are offered, the client often 
has to pay extra for them. 

The fifth format is luxury. Size and 
location are not as important as other 
features: furnishing, grand entrance, 
quality exercise equipment, services, 
class of clients who train there and so 
on. These clubs are often designed not 
to raise money and generate income, but 
to cater to status. The clients are often 
friends and relatives of the owner. Price 
ranges from Hr 20,000-Hr 56,000.

Personal training helps
The economic crisis of 2008 taught 
people to save, so many clients have 
moved down a notch or two in their 
choices – especially if those fitness 
clubs are centrally located and conve-
nient. Among the most common com-
plaints is excessive overcrowding. This 
is happens when the club announces 
“crazy discounts” and stops controlling 
the number of newcomers.

As a result, the club cannot offer 
comfortable workouts, lockers are over-
crowded and the client has to stand in 
line not only to use the treadmill but 
also to shower. The lack of qualified 
instructors is another weak point. The 
number of true professionals is small. 
Some instructors are even so badly 
qualified they have caused injuries to 
clients. With so many clubs opening so 
fast, quality control is a big issue.  

A qualified personal trainer costs 
from Hr 75 to Hr 500 per session and 
can help motivate people to reach 
their fitness goals more quickly and 
effectively.

Tatiana Babenko is chief operating 
officer of MyFit Personal Fitness Club 
(www.myfit.ua), a chain of business-
format fitness centers that emphasizes 
personal training.

More fitness club 
options in Kyiv

TATIANA 
BABENKO

People work out on stationary 
bicycles in Kyiv’s Sport Life fitness 
club. (Courtesy)

According to the World Health 
Organization, 62 percent of men and 17 
percent of women smoked every day in 
2005. In 2010, the numbers went down 
to 45 percent men and 9 percent women. 
This moved Ukraine from 4th to 29th 
place in a ranking of top smoking states, 
according to the WHO 2011 report.

Still, 8.6 million Ukrainians smoke, 
according to the State Statistics 
Service, down from 10.1 million in 
2008. The mortality rate has also gone 
down in recent years, driven by a fall 
in smoke-related diseases.  

A Kyiv International Sociology 
Institute survey shows 84 percent 
of Ukrainians approve of the indoor 
smoking ban, despite opposition from 
tobacco companies. 

Tobacco companies say the ban 
discriminates against smokers. “Taking 
into account the balance of interest of 
smokers and non-smokers, we think it 
would be more appropriate to have 
separate premises for smoking. We 
think this issue needs further discus-
sions,” says Andriy Kryl, head of cor-
porate and regulatory affairs at British 
American Tobacco in Ukraine. 

Tobacco companies will likely fight 
back before the bill comes into effect 
on Dec. 16, public health activists warn. 
A draft law by Oleg Nadosha, a member 
of parliament with the pro-presidential 
Party of Regions, would cancel the ban. 

The next battle is expected in par-
liament soon, as activists advocate for 
increased cigarettes taxes to make 
smoking less affordable. Tax increases 
have been shown to be the single most 
effective way to help smokers quit.

But a draft law passed by parliament 
in the first reading on Oct. 2 seems 
fairly modest. It foresees a Hr 0.10-0.15 
price hike for the cheapest unfiltered 
cigarettes, while cheap filtered smokes 
will become only Hr 0.35 more costly 
and the most expensive cigarettes will 
go up by just Hr 0.25. 

“So, overall, the price will increase 
about 2-7 percent, which would not 
affect consumption,” says Hanna Hopko, 
head of the Ukraine Free of Tobacco 
Smoke council of civic organizations. 

Currently the cheapest filtered ciga-
rettes cost approximately Hr 5, less than 
in the European Union and Russia.

According the WHO estimates, the 
tax on cigarettes has to be raised 50 
percent to have a positive effect.

“In this case, the price for a pack of 
cigarettes will increase by 30 percent, 
which will drop the consumption by 12 
percent. The state budget will benefit 
as well as the tax will bring Hr 22 bil-
lion compare to the current Hr 15.4 bil-
lion,” says Dr. Igor Pokanevych, head of 
the WHO Country Office in Ukraine. 

“The experience of most devel-
oped nations is that smoking has to 
be prohibited in all public places. 
At the same time, the law contains 
a strict definition of what is a pub-
lic place. So smoking will remain 
legal (in open areas),” Pokanevych 
says. 

Kyiv Post staff writer Svitlana 
Tuchynska can be reached at tuchyn-
ska@kyivpost.com

‘Big Tobacco’ fights 
indoor smoking ban
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Ukrainians suffer most among
European nations from disability
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Health risks at job remain a big problem
My health or safety is at risk because of my work.

Source: European Social Survey
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A combination of bad habits and poor living conditions means Ukraine is 
one of Europe’s least healthy nations. Widespread smoking, which routinely 
exposes even non-smokers to the deadly fumes, is a key reason behind the 
nation’s heart- and lung-related health problems. 
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Friday, October 26
Classical music

Works of Bach, Haydn, Byrd, 
Purcell, Bull, Scheidt (organ). 
House of Organ Music. 7:30 p.m. Hr 
30-100 

Symphony Orchestra of the 
National Philharmonic of Ukraine 
Playing Webern, Mozart, Brahms. 
Soloist - Ketevan Chkhartishvili 
(Georgia). National Philharmonic. 7 
p.m. Hr 20-100 

Tchaikovsky Tribute Concert. 
Symphony Orchestra of the National 
Tchaikovsky Academy of Music 
Concert.  National Tchaikovsky 
Academy of Music. 7 p.m. Free 

Movies
Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kyiv. 10:00 a.m.,12 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 
3:45 p.m., 4 p.m., 4:45 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 
p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m., 9 p.m., 9:30 p.m., 
10 p.m. Hr 20-50 

Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kinopanorama. 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:15 
p.m. Hr 30-50       

Live music
Mad Heads UkrainSka & Red 
Rocks (rock). Docker Pub. 9:30 p.m. 
Hr 100 

Kozak System & Mama Mia (rock, 
italiano disco). Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 75 

Some Like It Hot (jazz cover band). 
Art Club 44. 10 p.m. Hr 50 

Orchestr Che. Divan. 8 p.m. Hr 60 

Clubs
We Love Electronic Dance Music. 
Forsage. 11 p.m. Hr 40-60 for females, 
Hr 50-70 for males 

DJ Sebastien Leger. Mantra. 10 
p.m. Hr 100 for females, Hr 200 for 
males 

Titty Shaker Party. Ajour. 9 p.m. 
Free for females, Hr 150 for males  

Halloween. Disco Radio Hall. 10 p.m. 
Hr 60 for females, Hr 80 for males 

Theaters
Napoleon and Corsican (comedy).
Lesya Ukrainka Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 
15-120 

Satisfaction (based on William 
Shakespeare’s novel ‘The Merchant 
of Venice’). Molody Theater. 7 p.m. 
Hr 50-90 

Taming Of The Shrew (comedy). 
Ivan Franko Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 15-150 

The Rubber Merchants (comedy). 
Drama & Comedy Theater on the left 
bank of Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 40-70 

Shows
Lev Durov. House of Officers. 7 p.m. 
Hr 130-380 

Mark Portnoy & Co. Bingo. 7 p.m. 
Hr 350-600 

Treeorange (lounge band). 
Atmasfera 360. 8 p.m. Hr 80-120  

Miscellaneous
Jazz in Kyiv 2012.  Zhovtnevy 
Palats. 7 p.m. Hr 150-600 

Mercedes-Benz Kiev Fashion 
Days. Mercedes-Benz Fashion 
Palace. 12:01 p.m. Free (ask for invi-
tations on Kiev Fashion Days face-
book page) 

Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

Normandy In Paintings (works 
of Monet, Renoir, Corot, Gericault). 
National Art Museum. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Hr 40, Hr 10 (for children) 

Anatoliy Melnyk (art exhibition). 
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 40 

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10  

Saturday, October 27
Classical music

Works of Vivaldi, Bach, Handel, 
Pergolesi, Mozart, Durante, 
Gordano (piano, organ). House of 
Organ Music. 7:30 p.m. Hr 50-200 

Debussy Tribute Concert. National 
Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 40-80 

Movies
Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kyiv. 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 12 p.m., 1:30 
p.m., 3:30 p.m., 4 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 8 
p.m., 9:30 p.m., 9:45 p.m., 11:45 p.m. 
Hr 20-50 

Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kinopanorama. 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 
9:15 p.m. Hr 30-50        

Live music
Antytila & Dyadya Vasya. Docker 
Pub. 9:30 p.m. Hr 75 

Mad Heads UkrainSka & Red 
Rocks. Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 
75 

Mama Mia (italiano disco, rock). Art 
Club 44. 10 p.m. Hr 50 

Koma. Divan. 8 p.m. Free 

Clubs
I’m No Angel (erotic party). Seven 
Music Club. 11 p.m. Free for females, 
Hr 70 for males 

Happy Halloween. City 
Entertainment in Sky Mall. 11 p.m. 
Free for females, Hr 50 for males 

Angels & Demons. Mantra. 11 p.m. 
Free for females, Hr 200 for males 

Theaters
Ma-Na Hat-Ta (based on Ingeborg 
Bachmann’s play ‘Der gute Gott von 
Manhattan’). Palats Ukraina, small 
stage. 7 p.m. Hr 150-250 

The Bat (operetta). Operetta Theater. 
7 p.m. Hr 80-100 

Urus-Shaitan (the tale about Sirko - 
Cossack Ataman, Chevalier d’Artagnan 
and the Turkish Sultan). Ivan Franko 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 15-150 

Four Reasons To Get Married 
(comedy). Drama & Comedy Theater 
on the left bank of Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 
70-120 

Shows
Lara Fabian. Palats Ukraina. 7 p.m. 
Hr 250-3000 

Troll Gnet Yele. Bochka. 8 p.m. Hr 
110-160 

Botanika. Underground Music Hall. 
8 p.m. Hr 80-110 

Miscellaneous
Jazz in Kyiv 2012. Zhovtnevy Palats. 
7 p.m. Hr 150-600 

Best Food Fest and Health. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. 10 a.m. Hr 150  

Mercedes-Benz Kiev Fashion 
Days. Mercedes-Benz Fashion 
Palace. 12:01 p.m. Free (ask for invi-
tations on Kiev Fashion Days face-
book page) 

Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

Normandy In Paintings (works 
of Monet, Renoir, Corot, Gericault). 

National Art Museum. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Hr 40, Hr 10 (for children) 

Anatoliy Melnyk (art exhibition). 
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 40 

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10   

Sunday, October 28
Classical music

Pages from the Best Programs. 
Works of Haydn, Britten, Puccini, 
Dvorak (violin). National Philharmonic. 
7 p.m. Hr 20-100 

Tchaikovsky Tribute Concert. Kyiv 
Soloists Ensemble Playing Haydn, 
Gubadulina. National Tchaikovsky 
Academy of Music. 7 p.m. Free  

Movies
Lying Naked Truth (comedy). Drama 
& Comedy Theater on the left bank of 
Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 70-120 

The Dove (tragic comedy). Until 
Mother Did Not Come (comedy). 
Molody Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Push Up 1-3 (drama). Koleso Theater. 
7 p.m. Hr 70

Night For Two (lyric comedy). 
Theater in Podil. 7 p.m. Hr 60 

Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kyiv. 11:15 a.m., 12 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 2 
p.m., 3:15 p.m., 4 p.m., 5:15 p.m., 6 
p.m., 7:20 p.m., 8 p.m., 9:30 p.m., 9:45 
p.m. Hr 20-50 

Molodist (International Film Festival). 
Kinopanorama. 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 8:15 
p.m. Hr 30-50        

Clubs
Salsa Halloween. Fiesta. 7 p.m. 
Hr 20 

Electro Lovers Party Time. Saxon. 
11 p.m. Hr 15-30 

Shows
Lara Fabian. Palats Ukraina. 7 p.m. 
Hr 250-3000 

Skryabin. Underground Music Hall. 8 
p.m. Hr 170-200 

Therion. Bingo. 8 p.m. Hr 250-400 

Undervud. Docker Pub. 9 p.m. Hr 
150-2100 

Miscellaneous
Jazz in Kyiv 2012.  Zhovtnevy 
Palats. 7 p.m. Hr 150-600 

Mercedes-Benz Kiev Fashion 
Days. Mercedes-Benz Fashion 
Palace. 12:01 p.m. Free (ask for invi-
tations on Kiev Fashion Days face-
book page) 

Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350 

Normandy In Paintings (works 
of Monet, Renoir, Corot, Gericault). 
National Art Museum. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Hr 40, Hr 10 (for children)  

Anatoliy Melnyk (art exhibition). 
National Art Museum of Ukraine. 10 
a.m. Hr 40  

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10  

Monday, October 29
Classical music

Music of Viennese Classics. 
Lysenko String Quartet (piano, organ). 
House of Organ Music. 7:30 p.m. Hr 
20-80 

Play My Bandura. Works of 
Maiboroda, Gvozd. National 
Philharmonic. 7 p.m. Hr 40-80 

Movies
Autumn Future Shorts (shorts fes-
tival). Kyiv. 4:40 p.m., 6:30 p.m. Hr 
30-40 

Goodbye, Ukraine. Kyiv. 6:40 p.m., 
8:50 p.m. Hr 55-65 

Live music
Ruki V Briuki (rockabilly). Docker 
Pub. 9:30 p.m. Free 

Rockin’ Wolves (rock). Docker’s 
ABC. 10 p.m. Free 

Going Out Guide  –  see address in the box below and on the pull-out map.

Comments and tips are welcome. Email the lifestyle team at ls@kyivpost.com
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Singer-actress Kamaliya’s Hollywood debut movie “Officer Down” will be screened on 
Oct. 26 at 6 p.m. as a special event during the 42nd Molodist Film Festival in movie the-
ater Kyiv as its Ukrainian premiere. 
The film was shown earlier during the Cannes Film Festival. The film is planned for world-
wide release in January 2013. 
Kamaliya, James Woods, Stephen Dorff, Stephen Lang, Dominic Purcell, Oleg Taktarov, Walton 
Goggins, David Boreanz, Elisabeth Rohm, AnnaLynne McCord are among the cast. It is direct-
ed by Brian A. Miller. 
It’s an invitation-only event, so no tickets would be offered for sale. 
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Rock Funk Fest. Art Club 44. 10 
p.m. Free 

Theaters
A Profitable Position (based on 
Nikolay Ostrovsky novel). Lesya 
Ukrainka Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 15-120 

Spectators Are Not Allowed On 
Performance! (comedy). Drama & 
Comedy Theater on the left bank of 
Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 70-120 

Shows
Scorpions. Palats Sportu. 7 p.m. Hr 
690-5990 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

Tuesday, October 30
Classical music

Lyatoshynsky Classical Music 
Ensemble Playing Puccini, 
Paganini (violin). House of Organ 
Music. 7:30 pm. Hr 30-90 

Movies
Autumn Future Shorts (shorts fes-
tival). Kyiv. 4:40 p.m., 6:30 p.m. Hr 
30-40 

Goodbye, Ukraine. Kyiv. 6:40 p.m., 
8:50 p.m. Hr 55-65 

Live music
Animals Session (classic rock). 
Docker Pub. 9:30 p.m. Free 

Karnavalnaya Zhara (rock). 
Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 20 

Jeck Frost (pop rock). Art Club 44. 10 
p.m. Free 

Guitar House Jam Session. Divan. 
8 p.m. Free 

Theaters
Ordinary Story (drama). Molody 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 40-70 

Ladie’s Night (comedy-show). 
Operetta Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 80-350 

City Of Dating (comedy). Palats 
Ukraina, small stage. 7 p.m. Hr 100-
140 

Indian Summer (lyrical comedy). 
Lesya Ukrainka Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 
20-200 

Shows
Mikhail Bublik. Zhovtnevy Palats. 7 
p.m. Hr 150-1000 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

Wednesday, October 31
Classical music

Works of Bach, Vidor, Faure, 
Scheidt, Gaubert, Rheinberger 
(organ, flute, piano, harpsichord). 
House of Organ Music. 7:30 p.m. Hr 
20-80 

Movies
Autumn Future Shorts (shorts fes-
tival). Kyiv. 4:40 p.m., 6:30 p.m. Hr 
30-40 

Goodbye, Ukraine. Kyiv. 6:40 p.m., 
8:50 p.m. Hr 55-65 

Live music
Halloween with Beefeaters & 
Crazy Train. Docker Pub. 9 p.m. Hr 
50 

Jazz Wednesday with Konstantin 
Ionenko Quartet. Divan. 8 p.m. Free 

Club
Dead Star Costume Party. Art Club 
44. 10 p.m. Hr 30 

Theaters
The Seagull (comedy, based on 
Anton Chekhov play). House Of 
Actor’s. 7 p.m. Hr 50-70 

The School Of Scandals (comedy). 
Lesya Ukrainka Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 
15-120 

Woyzeck. Carnival Of Flesh (pre-
miere). Drama & Comedy Theater 
on the left bank of Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 
70-120 

Don Juan (based on Moliere’s play). 
Molody Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 40-70 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10 

Thursday, November 1
Classical music

My Love. Works of Albinoni, Schubert, 
Verdi, Puccini. National Philharmonic. 
7 p.m. Hr 40-80 

Movies
Skyfall (action). Kyiv. 9:45 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 3:15 p.m., 6:10 p.m., 9 p.m. Hr 
30-60 

Walkabout. Master Klass 7 p.m. Hr 
40 

Live music
Mama Mia (rock, italiano disco). 
Docker Pub. 9:30 p.m. Free 

Animals Session (classic rock). 
Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 30 

Theaters
Ball In Savoy (operetta). Operetta 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 80-120 

Torchalov (premiere). Molody 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 50-90 

Do Not Disturb! (comedy, based on 
Ray Cooney’s play ‘#13’). Palats Ukraina, 
small stage. 7 p.m. Hr 60-85 

Dreams Of Vasilisa Yegorovna (per-
formance by Les’ Poderev’yans’ky). 
Kinopanorama. 7 p.m. Hr 150-400 

Shows
Deep Purple. Palats Sportu. 7 p.m. 
Hr 350-2000 

Anton Lirnik & LirnikBand. Crystal 
Hall. 9 p.m. Hr 100 

Happy Birthday, Inter! Palats 
Ukraina. 7 p.m. Hr 450-2950 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10   

Friday, November 2
Classical music

Classics on Fridays. Baroque 
Ensemble ‘Offertorium’ and 
‘Collegium Kyiv’ Orchestra Playing 
Brahms, Mozart. Master Klass. Hr 
50 

Georgian Chamber Music 
Concert. National Academic 
Symphonic Orchestra of Ukraine 
Playing Sibelius, Kancheli, Paliashvili 
(violin). National Philharmonic. Hr 
45-90 

Movies
Skyfall (action). Kyiv. 10 a.m., 1 p.m., 
4 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:45 p.m. Hr 30-60 

Live music
Mandry & Crazy Train. Docker Pub. 
10 p.m. Hr 75 

Chilibombers & Red Rocks (rock). 
Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. Hr 75 

Theaters
The Threepenny Opera (musical, 
starring Konstantin Khabensky). Opera 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 490-5,990 

Pavlik Morozov (performance by 
Les’ Poderev’yans’ky). Kinopanorama. 
7 p.m. Hr 150-400 

Love Letters To Stalin (premiere). 
Molody Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 50-80 

Sorochinsky Fair (operetta). 
Operetta Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 80-120 

Shows
Volodymr Kuzmin. Crystal Hall. 8 
p.m. Hr 250-1500 

Les Poderevyanskyi. Kino-
panorama. 7 p.m. Hr 150-400 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

Kimono. Three Centuries of 
Japanese Fashion. Atmasfera 360. 
10 a.m. Hr 30-90  

Grand Natural (photoexhibition). Ya 
Greter Art-center. 11 a.m. Free 

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10  

Saturday, November 3
Classical music

Works of Vivaldi, Rameau, 
Muthel, Dubois, Bossi  (organ). 
House of Organ Music. 7:30 p.m. 

Femi Mustafayev (baryton) 
Accompanied by National 
Academic Orchestra of Folk 
Instruments of Ukraine Playing 
Ukrainian Folk Songs and Works 
of European Composers.  National 
Philharmonic. Hr 40-80 

Live music
Ot Vinta & Tex-Mex Company. 
Docker Pub. 10 p.m. Hr 75 

Bangladesh Orchestra & 
Beefeaters. Docker’s ABC. 10 p.m. 
Hr 75 

Theaters
Valentin And Valentina (drama). 
Palats Ukraina, small stage. 7 p.m. Hr 
50-120 

Four Reasons To Get Married 
(comedy). Drama & Comedy Theater 
on the left bank of Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 
70-120 

Athens Nights (comedy). Molody 
Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 50-90 

The Gypsy Baron (premiere). 
Operetta Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 80-150 

Shows
Les Poderevyanskyi. Kinopa no-
rama. 7 p.m. Hr 150-400 

Garou. Palats Ukraina. 7 p.m. Hr 
200-1500 

Miscellaneous
School of Scientific Wonders. 
Artist’s House. 11 a.m., 1 p.m. Hr 
60-150 

Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350  

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10   

Sunday, November 4
Classical music

Works of Arnold Schoenberg 

(Austria). National Philharmonic. 7 
p.m. Hr 40-80 

Live music
Paul Di’anno, Blaze Bayley (Iron 
Maiden). Docker Pub. 8:30 p.m. Fee 
to be announced 

Tres Deseos (latino party). Docker’s 
ABC. 10 p.m. Free 

Theaters
Dangerous Liaisons (drama). Drama 
& Comedy Theater on the left bank of 
Dnipro. 7 p.m. Hr 50-80 

Chasing Two Hares (operetta). 
Operetta Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 80-150 

Natalka Poltavka (Ukrainian rococo, 
based on Ivan Kotlyarevsky play). Ivan 
Franko Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 15-150 

Pickled Aristocrat (Ukrainian-British 
fantasy). Molody Theater. 7 p.m. Hr 
50-90 

Shows
Seether. Bingo. 7 p.m. Hr 250 

Miscellaneous
Human Body Exhibition. NSC 
Olimpiyskyi. Hr 110- 350   

The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Museum of Bogdan and Varvara 
Khanenko. Hr 10 

Classical Music
National Philharmonic 

of Ukraine
2 Volodymyr Uzviz St., 
278-1697
filarmonia.com.ua/en

House of Organ Music
77 Velyka Vasylkivska St., 
528-3186
organhall.kiev.ua

School of Jazz and 
Pop Art
7-A Chelyabinska St., 
517-6188

National Tchaikovsky 
Academy of Music
1-3/11 Horodetsky St.
279-1242
operna-nmau.kiev.ua

Movies
Zhovten

26 Kostyantynivska St., 
205-5951
zhovten-kino.kiev.ua

Kyiv
19 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former 
Chervonoarmiyska), 
234-7381
kievkino.com.ua

Kinopanorama
19 Shota Rustavelli St., 
287-3041
kinopanorama.com.ua

Budynok Kino
6 Saksaganskogo St., 
287-6780

 Ukraine
5 Gorodetskogo St., 
2796750, 279 8232
kino-ukraina.com.ua

 Outdoor cinema
31 Nyzhnioyurkivska St.
http://kinokombo.blog-
spot.com/

! For more schedules visit 
kino.ukr.net/cinema/kiev/

Live Music
Docker Pub

25 Bohatyrska St., metro 
Heroyiv Dnipra, 537-1340
docker.com.ua

Docker’s ABC

15 Khreshchatyk St., 
278-1717, 
abc.docker.com.ua

Art Club 44
44B Khreshchatyk St., 
279-4137
club44.com.ua

Divan
2 Bessarabskaya Square, 
235-7366
festrestdivan.com.ua

Bochka
22 Verhniy Val St. 
067-433-0433 
bochka.ua

 Route 66 
87/30 Zhylyanska St.
584-3865
www.route66.com.ua

Clubs 
Bionica

128 Borschahovska St., 
277-4747
bionicaclub.com.ua

Seven Music Club
1G Saksahanskoho St. 
205-4451
se7en.com.ua

Party Room
5/3 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former Chervono-
armiyska), 093-815-1468
partyroom.com.ua

Cinema Club
1 Enthusiastov St., 
295-5854

Saxon Club
4 Trutenko Onufriy St., 
257-4070
saxonclub.com.ua

Dorothy Pub
16/43 Saksahanskoho St., 
287-0530
pubdorothy.com.ua

Sky Bar
5 Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. (former 
Chervonoarmiyska), 
465-8880
skybar.com.ua

Sullivan Room
8 Prorizna St., 095-455-
7724
sullivanroom.kiev.ua

Forsage
51A Harmatnaya St., 

406-7600
forsageclub.com.ua

Prime Club
8 Nauky Av., 524-2209
primeclub.in.ua

Crystal Hall
1 Dneprovsky Spusk, 
288-5069
crystalhall.com.ua

Arena Entertainment
2A, Basseynaya St.
492-0000
arena-kiev.com/eng

 Mantra 
4 Basseynaya St., 
504-2555
mantra.dj

 Egoist 
124/140 Gorlovskaya St., 
223-3633
egoist-club.com.ua

Fiesta
115D Horkogo St., 353-
7685
fiesta.im

Golden Gate pub. 
15 Zolotovoritska St.
235-5188 
goldengatepubkiev.com

Vegas
44 Shchorsa St. 
063-772-4972

 Museum Le Club
10 Muzeinyi Lane
221-1101
museum-club.com

 Allegro Hall
82 Pobedy Ave., (Nivki 
Park) 
237-9209      
067-443-4439
allegro.net.ua

 D’Lux
3 Grushevskogo St. 
200-2991
dlux.com.ua

 Club To Be First
17 Moskovskaya St. 
280-13-22.
067-548-8188
club-cbf.com.ua

 Home
2 Perova Blvd., 558-2545, 
383-7738
home-club.kiev.ua

 Green Theatre

2 Park Alley
093 5912514
greentheatre.com.ua

 Ajour
3 Leontovicha St., 234-
7494
avalon.ua/en

 Xlib Club
12 Frunze St., Thu-Sat
417-2546
myspace.com/xlibclub

 Vodka Bar
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, 
Globus mall, 2nd line, 
371-1102
vodka-bar.com.ua

 TransForce
28B Moskovskyi Ave.
221-8981

 Sharpei
26 Moskovskyi Ave. 
390-1712 
sharpei.ua

 Disco Radio Hall
32 Moskovsky Av.
428-7388

Theaters
Ivan Franko Ukrainian 

Drama Theater
3 Ivana Franka Sqr., 
279-5921
ft.org.ua

Lesya Ukrainka Russian 
Drama Theater
5 Bohdana 
Khmelnytskogo St., 
234-4223
rusdram.com.ua

Koleso Theater
8 Andriyivskiy uzviz St., 
425-0422
koleso.teatr.kiev.ua

Drama & Comedy 
Theatre on the left bank 
of Dnipro
25 Brovarsky Avenue, 
517-8980 
drama-comedy.kiev.ua

Kiev Academic Drama 
Theater in Podil
4 Kontraktova Pl., 
425-5489
Theateronpodol.com

National Opera Theater 
of Ukraine
50 Volodymyrska St., 

279-1169
opera.com.ua

House of Actors 
7 Yaroslaviv Val St., 
235-2081
actorhall.com.ua

Molody Theater
17 prorizna St., 234-6251
molody.kiev.ua

Kyiv National Academic 
Theater of Operetta
53/3 Chervonoarmiyska 
St., 287-6257
kiev-operetta.kiev.ua

New Theater on 
Pechersk 
5 Nemirovich-Danchenko 
St., 253-6550
newtheater.kiev.ua

Kiev Opera and Ballet 
Thea ter for Children and 
Youth
2 Mezhyhirska St., 
425-4280
musictheater.kiev.ua

Dakh Modern Art 
Theatre
13B Velyka Vasylkivska 
St., 529-4062
dax.com.ua

Art Union Chorny 
Kvadrat
1-5 Artema St., 353-0843
artkvadrat.com

Kyiv Small Opera 
5 Dehtyarivska St. 
502-3247

Shows
Palats Ukraina

13 Velyka Vasylkivska St.
247-2316
npmu.com.ua 

Freedom Hall 
134 Frunze St.
468-3232
freedomhall.com.ua 

Stereo Plaza
17 Kikvidze St.
222-8040
stereoplaza.com.ua 

Palats Sportu
1 Sportyvna Square
246-7405
spalace.com.ua

Artist's House
1/5 Artema St.
272-0547

International Exhibition 
Center
15 Brovarskiy Avenue
538-0827
iec-expo.com.ua

Lavra Gallery
17 Ivana Mazepy St.
280-0290

Underground Music Hall
13B Moskovsky Avenue
360-9594
underground.co.ua

Zhovtnevy Palats
1, Instytutska St.
279-1582
icca.kiev.ua

NAU Center of Culture 
and Arts 
1 Kosmonavta Komarova 
Ave., 406-6835
ckm.nau.edu.ua

 Expocenter of Ukraine
1 Glushkov Ave.
596-9116, 596-9101,
expocenter.com.ua

House of Officers
30/1 Mykhaila 
Hrushevs’koho St,
253-8072

 Bingo
112 Peremogy Ave. 
424-2555 
bingo.ua

Miscellaneous 
Kyiv Expo Plaza

2b Salutna St.
461-9585
expoplaza.kiev.ua 

Master Klass cultural 
center
16 Lavrska St., 594-1063
masterklass.org

Pyrohovo Folk Open-Air 
Museum 
Pyrohovo village, Kyiv 
region 
526-5765 
nmnapu.org.ua 

Mamayeva Sloboda
2 Myhayla Dontsya St.
361-9848
mamajeva-sloboda.ua 

Ostrich farm
32 Pidlisna street, 
Yasnohorodka village, 
Kyiv region
(04578) 232–40, 
ostrich.com.ua

Kyivska Rus park 
Kopachiv village 
Kyiv region
461-9937 
parkkyivrus.com

KPI Art Center 
37 Peremogy Avenue 
241-8626

Museum of 
Books and Publishing of 
Ukraine 
21, Building 9, Ivana 
Mazepy St. 280-7976
vuam.org.ua 

M17 Contemporary Art 
Center
102-104 Gorkogo 
(Antonovycha) St., 596-
2030 
m17.com.ua

 Kyiv Children and 
Youth palace
13 Ivana Mazepy St.

 Art support fund 
1/6 Frolivska St. 238-6521. 
foundart.org.ua

 Kult Ra
4 Volodymyrska St., 
331-5948
kultra.org

 Sky Mall
2T Henerala Vatutina Av., 
495-5524
cityclub.kiev.ua

 ACCO International 
exhibition center. 40-B 
Peremohy Avenue., 
456-3804 
acco.ua 

 Kyiv Pechersk Lavra
9 Lavrska St.
280-3071
kplavra.kiev.ua

Modern Art Museum
17 Hlubochitska St. 201-
4945
modern-museum.org.ua

House of Architect’s 
7 Borysa Hrinchenka St. 
279-7820

National Art Museum 
Of Ukraine
6 Hrushevskogo St.
278-1357, 278-7454 
namu.kiev.ua/en.html

 Spartak stadium
105 Frunze St.  

 Mystetskyi Arsenal
10-12 Lavrska St. 
artarsenal.in.ua

 National Writers Unity 
of Ukraine
2 Bankova St., 253-4586
nspu.org.ua

Chulan
21 Pushkinska St.
facebook.com/4ulan

 Triptych Gallery
34 Andriivsky Spusk
triptych-gallery.org
279-8385

 Gryshko national 
botanic garden
1 Tymeryazevska St.
285-4105
nbg.kiev.ua

 Kyiv National Museum 
of Russian art
9 Tereshenkovskaya St.
234-6218
kmrm.com.ua

 Wunjo-Art gallery
10a Stalingrada St. 
228-6620
wunjo-art.com

 Pinchuk Art Center
1/2 Bassejan St. 
590-0858 
pinchukartcentre.org

 Greter art-center
6 Vadyma Getmana St. 
200-0760 
greter-art.com

 Atmasfera 360
57/3, Velyka Vasylkivska 
St. 
229-0193 
atmasfera.com.ua

Soviart
22a Andriyivskyi Uzviz,
425-2219 
soviart.com.ua

 Ivan Honchar Museum
29 Ivana Mazepy St. 
288-5419 
honchar.org.ua

 Ukrainian House
2 Khreshchatyk St. 
278-8490 
ukrdim.org.ua

 Mytets Gallery
12 Velyka Vasylkivska St., 
234-4006, 236-8919

 Chaika airfield
Petropavlivska 
Borshchagivka village
424-8293 
dropzone.kiev.ua

 Kyiv Children Academy 
of Art
10 Heroiv Stalingrada St.
410-9310, 419-8777 

 National University 
of Physical Training and 
Sports
1 Fizkultury str.
287-5452
uni-sport.edu.ua

 NSC Olimpiyskyi
St. Velyka Vasylkivska 55
0800-50-5750
nsc-olimpiyskiy.com.ua

 National Museum of 
Taras Shevchenko
12 Shevchenko Blv.
234-2556
museumshevchenko.
org.ua

 Anti-Art Center
21 Prorizna St.
http://fakeart.com.ua

 Camera photo gallery
22 Prorizna St.
www.gallerycam.org
279-5070

 Olmace Plage
Hydropark metro stop
232-2244
http://www.nasha-karta.
ua/

 Outdoor cinema
31 Nyzhnioyurkivska St.
http://kinokombo.blog-
spot.com/

 Kyiv Photography 
School
30, Velyka Vasylkivska. 
Office 4
235-1744

 Akvamarin wellness 
club
136, Peremogy Ave.
277-1737, 277-1725
http://aquamarin.kiev.ua

 Fazenda Bar
2B Vorovskogo St.
www.fazendabar.com

 Golfstream club
Gavronshchyna village, 
Kyiv region
067-403-66-41
www.kievgolfclub.com

 X-Park
Entertainment complex 
Druzhby Narodiv Park
www.xpark.kiev.ua
229-2617

 Babuin
10 Petliury St.
www.babuin.ua
8-050-356-3326

 Dark Side
14a Igorivska St.
428-8838
067-659-9175 
www.darkside.kiev.ua

 Atribut Gallery
30b Shovkovychna St. 
253-4135 
www.atribut.com.ua

 National Taras 
Shevchenko Museum
12 Shevchenko Blvd. 
224-2556, 224-2553 
www.shevchenkomu-
seum.com.ua

 AVS-ART gallery
10b Vozdvyzhenska St.
425-9090 
avsart.com.ua

 Kyivan Fortress
24 Gospitalna St.
235-0146

 AKKO International
40-B, Peremogy Ave.
456-3804 
acco.ua

 Natural History 
Museum
15 Bohdana  
Khmelnytskogo St.
235-6266 
museumkiev.org

 Museum of Bogdan 
and Varvara Khanenko
17 Tereshchenkivska St.
(044)235-3290
http://www.khanenkomu-
seum.kiev.ua

 Ya Greter Art-center
6 Vadyma Getmana St.
200-0760 
greter-art.com

Addresses of venues

TEA CLUB
invites jazz fans & tea lovers for live 
music every Monday 7:30 p.m.,
7 Druzhby Narodiv avenue, 
Hr 40-180, +380 50 929-49-23

More fashion 
coming in 
Kyiv
 
Kyiv will be hosting Mercedes-Benz Kiev 
Fashion Days show this weekend. 
The event includes 16 catwalk shows, 
13 lectures and four themed parties. 
Apart from Ukrainian designers, London 
fashion guru Jean Pierre Braganza and David Koma will present their 
new collections.  Canadian artist and model Rick Genest, known 
as Zombie boy for being covered in tattoos from head to toe, is 
expected to perform for the guests during one of the fashion parties. 
Mercedes-Benz Kiev Fashion Days show is the second major event in 
Ukraine’s fashion world this autumn coming on the heels of the Oct. 
10-14 Ukrainian Fashion Week. For more information and schedule go 
to event’s website http://mbkievfashiondays.com.
Invitations can be received at Yakitoria, Kult Ra, Espresso 
Cappuccino Bar, City Hotel and Piure shop. Mercedes-Benz 
Kiev Fashion Days. Oct. 25-28. Mercedes-Benz Fashion 
Palace. By invitation.

Oct. 25-28
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THE TIGER CONFERENCE
B E  PA RT  O F  U K R A I N E ’ S  F U T U R E

Will Ukraine move to the east, the west, or will it maintain a balance between the 
two?  What will it take for Ukraine to fulfill the promise of independence?  Simply put, 
does Ukraine have the potential to be a ‘Leaping Tiger’ economy, or will it remain a 
sleeping tiger?

Hear Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili discuss what some call the Georgian 
Miracle and how it can relate to Ukraine’s future, as well as the steps he is taking to 
ensure an orderly transition in his own country after recent elections.

Participate with invited guests from as far away as Malaysia to local business leaders 
in the know as they address Ukraine’s financial situation, agriculture promise, energy 
hopes and IT outsourcing potential. 

Whether you’re an international or Ukrainian executive, a business owner, a local, 
regional or national government official, or merely an interested observer, we urge 
you to make reservations today for the Tiger Conference. 

Ukraine needs you. The purchase of a ticket will go to help ensure independent 
journalism in Ukraine, as well as help fund worthy projects across Ukraine sponsored 
by the East Europe Foundation. 

Reserve Your Seat:
www.kyivpost.com/conference

Invited Speakers

Ending the Slumber
Anna Derevyanko, EBA 
Steven Pifer, Brookings Institution
Gennady Verbylenko, Comfy Chain
Pavlo Sheremeta, Inspira Strategy Institute 
Adam Jędrzejewski, Polish Institute for PPP
Sulaiman Mahbob, Prime Minister’s Economic Planning Unit, Malaysia
Vitali Klitchko, Ukrainian politician
Moderator: Armen Khachaturyan, Asters

Agriculture and Food Security Energy and Energy Efficiency
Sergii Mazin, KSG Agro S.A.
Volodymyr Lavrenchuk, Raiffeisen Bank Aval 
Jean-Jacques Hervé,  Board in 
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Victoria Tigipko, TA Venture
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Natalie Jaresko, Horizon Capital
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thKyivans, always hungry for a 
new culinary experience, will be 
pleased to hear about Botsad 
(short for Botanical Garden), the 
latest gastronomical addition to 
the city’s menu of restaurants. 

Located on Lva Tolstoho Street 
in downtown Kyiv, just in front of 
its namesake Botanical Garden, 
Botsad is easy to find. And, unique 
to the city’s dining scene, Botsad 
offers patrons the company of 
various farm animals while enjoy-
ing the meal. The food, though, 
is good enough to warrant a 
visit even without the additional 
entertainment.

It was overcrowded when my 
group arrived and we could hardly 
find a place to sit on the terrace, 
except for a table beneath a giant 
plasma television. We were given 
a wine list first, and then we 
waited for at least 30 minutes for 
a menu. 

But our impatience disappeared 
when a white rabbit passed by our 
seats. A great spot for animal lov-
ers, Botsad boasts an array of noisy 
canaries, chinchillas and even a pig 
in the yard near the entrance door. 
There are some “green corners” 
in the restaurant, where patrons 
can play with animals. Rabbits and 
hens can be found in a special 
cloakroom near the WC. 

Besides the animals, the site also 
has an interesting history. It was 
once an IQ bar famous for its high-
brow tastes and variety of board 
games to play. Those times have 
left more than a trace, notably in 
the mirrors, with IQ signs making 
reference to particular guests. 

But mostly Botsad is fresh and 
new, especially the menu, in which 
diners will find Odesa cuisine, like 
vorschmak (Hr 49), minced meat 
or anchovies with onions, eggplant 
salad with cheese (Hr 37) and 
“macaroni po flotski” (similar to 
traditional pasta bolognese) that 
goes for Hr 72. 

Not surprisingly, Ukrainian 
and Russian dishes are there, 
too, including Kyiv cutlet, carpac-
cio, pelmeni and golubtsi (cab-
bage rolls), all common among 
Kyiv restaurants. The menu is also 
foreigner-friendly with English 
translations. 

Our meals came after some 25 
minutes. Rose petals decorating 
the plate seemed odd, especially 
since we had ordered chebureki 
(Hr 47), a Tatar meat-filled dump-
ling dish widespread in former-
Soviet countries. Yet despite the 
peculiar appearance, the dish tast-
ed just fine.

Our main course was the Black 
Sea Rapana mollusk with Crimean 
caper for Hr 96, which tasted 
great, but had a slightly 

Dine with 
live critters 
at Botsad
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GRAHAM PHILLIPS

River Palace, the legendary “den of 
iniquity,” was removed from the river-
bank in mid-2010, changing the Kyiv 
nightlife scene dramatically.

For years, River Palace was one of the 
most recognizable landmarks in Kyiv. 
It stood on the banks of the Dnipro 
River, next to the metro, as part of an 
esplanade of establishments. Internet 
searches on Kyiv nightlife put it near 
the top. Tens of thousands saw it every 
day while passing by on the metro, 
going on boat tours or in cars. Many 
also crossed its threshold, although 
getting anyone to admit that they went 
there was notoriously difficult. For all 
the billing as a nightclub, restaurant, or 
casino, River Palace always was purely 
a brothel. 

Then, one day in late July 2010, 
River Palace was gone, towed away 
to Ukrainka (around 50 kilometers 
from Kyiv), and unlikely to return. So 
what happened to all the women who 
worked there? Or the gentlemen who 
“never went there” a couple of times a 
week? This Kyiv Post freelance writer 
catches up with some of them, and 
takes a look at how the demise of the 
“pleasure palace” affected Kyiv. 

River days
River Palace set up business in 1995, 
the first of what became a strip of 
establishments on the Dnipro river-
side, when post-Soviet Kyiv was start-
ing to see tourist booms fueled by 
lower-than-Western prices and comely 
ladies. There was a bar, restaurant 
and small casino, but the room almost 

every visitor went for was the club 
room. This comprised a dance floor 
flanked by tables and women look-
ing to hire out their services for that 
evening. While never legal in Ukraine, 
prostitution was largely ignored in 
the 1990s and early 2000s, as newly 
independent Ukraine was grateful for 
whatever tourists it could attract. River 
Palace soon saw itself joined by several 
other venues as the Dnipro promenade 
became a somewhat seedy but thriving 
embankment. 

Entering “the boat” was an interest-
ing experience, as you descended under 
a covered gangway, before crossing a 
small gangplank onto the slightly rick-
ety, 62-meter long riverboat. Admission 
was always fairly reasonable, running at 
$10 on most nights. The spectacle was 
both the women themselves, gussied 

up and some nights in the hundreds, 
and their clients-to-be. The gentlemen 
were an interesting combination of 
types. There were the pros, seasoned 
business travelers who went solely to 
find company for the evening. There 
were rookies, struck dumb by such a 
place, affixing their gazes to their shoes 
while working women circled. And 
finally there were the gawkers who 
went just to take in the whole giddy 
spectacle of it all. 

Changing days
There wasn’t anything like River Palace. 
Yet, in the mid-part of the 2000s, the 
winds started to blow against the float-
ing bordello. A 2005 law imposing 
tougher sentences for human traffick-
ing and coerced prostitution may not 
have been strongly enforced, 

For some men and women, River Palace was a delightful 
place to hang out and find companionship – at least for an 
evening and often for a price. To others, it was a tawdry 
eyesore on the Dnipro River – a “floating bordello” whose 
removal in 2010 improved Kyiv's image. (Courtesy)
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Remembering 
River Palace 
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Kyiv’s ‘floating bordello’ 
towed away in 2010

but it marked a change in atti-
tudes as Ukraine sought to align itself 
more closely with Europe.

River Palace had since the start been 
an unofficial brothel, and thus unregu-
lated in that sphere. However, manage-
ment did make efforts to keep things 
fairly civilized, with no overt presence 
of pimps or narcotics. The women were 
freelancers, paying an admission fee 
at the door but keeping their earnings 
themselves. Most were career prosti-
tutes, although on any given night there 
was a chance you would find a non-
professional there for a quick injection 
of cash. Certainly their prices, Western 
as they were, were appealing given that 
a woman could potentially earn in a 
couple of nights what she may make in 
an entire month as a waitress.

The writing, though, had been 
on the wall for River Palace since 
Ukraine won the bid to host the 
Euro 2012 football championship 
five years ago. Ukraine could not 
allow the global attention to fixate 
on River Palace.

It is still unclear how much the final 
removal had to do with policy, politics 
or unsavory business interests. The 
place is reported to have changed 
hands in early 2010, from Moscow-
based Ritzio Entertainment Group to 
new owners said to be less inclined to 
pay police protection fees.

In any case, the palace, which had 
enjoyed a light touch from the police 
in its early years, started finding itself 
the subject of more frequent raids. 
In these raids, the women would be 
bundled into vans and taken off, in 
scenes reminiscent of the Soviet classic 
Interdevochka. Joining them would be 
any foreign visitors without their pass-
ports. Needless to say, this impinged 
on the atmosphere. When the adjacent 
restaurant, Murakami, was removed in 
early July, River Palace’s fate seemed 
sealed and, on July 28, River Palace 
served its final customer. 

Police vs. the Palace
About 50 police officers arrived on the 
morning of July 29, 2010, apparently 

without any documentation, but citing 
a letter from the river administration. 
They would be making an urgent 
inspection and the dozen-plus staff 
on board all needed to abandon shop 
immediately. A couple of staff mem-
bers, rather inebriated, resisted, and 
were carted off to jail. Police moved 
quickly, cutting off all power and set-
ting about detaching the ship from its 
moorings.

Eyewitness reports describe the 
removal as efficient and rapid, with 
little thought given to the preservation 
of the vessel. By mid-afternoon River 
Palace was towed away under the 
Metro Bridge and out of Kyiv. There 
are reports of women and clients turn-
ing up that evening only to find a 
walkway leading nowhere. 

Press releases from the prosecu-
tor’s office after the event presented 
the official position that the quayside 
was not suitable for docking vessels, 
and that the proliferation of floating 
venues there was unregulated, poten-
tially damaging the riverfront, with 
the gangways acting as potential death 
traps for clients.

Although some of the other boats 

once forming the Dnipro entertain-
ment embankment can be found 
around Kyiv, River Palace will likely 
never be seen in the capital again. And 
yet, what of those who went there for 
work and pleasure?

Using only their first names, this 
Kyiv Post freelance writer interviewed 
men and women who frequented River 
Palace and asked how life has changed 
since the final tow two years ago.

Masha – I used to go there most 
nights of the week. I’m a single mother 
and being a “working girl” is how I feed 
my children. River Palace was an ideal 
place to work – safe, no problems from 
the management. Plus, the guys came 
there looking for prostitutes. Since 
River Palace left, things have been very 
different. I have a few clubs where I 
work, but it’s unreliable. Quite often 
people aren’t looking for prostitutes 
there, and if we look for clients too 
assertively, management can be heavy-
handed. I can definitely say that things 
have been tougher for me since it was 
taken away.

Evgenia – I worked there at the 
start of my career, so I have some 
nostalgia for the place. However, the 

world changes and business changes, 
so you have to look for new opportuni-
ties. Working in such an environment 
could be a bit depressing.  There were 
always a lot of girls and fewer guys, so 
they could be a bit unkind sometimes, 
reject you, just walk on to the next girl. 
And there was quite a lot of competi-
tion among the girls – cattiness and so 
on. We were all lined up, waiting to be 
picked, based purely on appearance.  
Now I do my business online. It’s much 
simpler. I do all the negotiating from 
my computer, then go and meet the cli-
ent with everything agreed. Sometimes 
I pass by where River Palace was on 
the river, and think of it, but I don’t 
really miss the place.

Yulia – In an unpredictable busi-
ness, it was a surer thing than most. 
Taking out advertisements with a 
phone number or handing out busi-
ness cards around town is unreliable, 
and can take a lot of time and money. 
With River Palace you could go most 
nights, and as long as you looked good, 
there was a decent chance you’d find a 
client. Also, you could see the guy, size 
him up a bit and work out how much 
to charge him. If he was a gentleman, 

he’d buy you a drink while negotiations 
took place, and be staying in a nice 
hotel somewhere. Sometimes it could 
be as high as $500; other times as low 
as $100 – it all depended on the guy, 
and how much I needed the money. 
Since River Palace left, I’ve worked 
mostly from massage parlors and bars 
and clubs around town. But it’s not 
as reliable, and I miss the security of 
the boat.

Dmitry – “It was a fabulous place. 
Whenever I had business contacts 
in town, I’d take them there and just 
watch their eyes light up. They’d never 
seen anything like it before. Some of 
them got hooked and every time they 
came back to Kyiv, would demand I 
take them there. I’m sure some of them 
found reasons for business trips, just for 
that. I miss the place, it was a lot of fun, 
there’s nowhere similar now.”

David – “I liked it, and would go 
there from time to time. However, 
towards the end of its days, it was 
starting to feel like an anachronism, 
and strange that such a place would 
be allowed to exist. One thing that I 
really appreciate, in retrospect, is how 
much it gathered all the prostitutes in 
one place.” 

Ray – “I’ve been in Kyiv long enough 
to remember when the River Palace 
first opened and, over the years, I 
went there off and on. It was funny, 
among visitors, sometimes you’d see 
guys in a professional capacity who 
you’d seen before on the boat. You’d 
kind of exchange a knowing glance 
at each other, and hope that it would 
help rather than harm your prospects 
of doing a deal! Its removal is kind of 
an ironic situation. On the one hand, it 
would appear to have cleaned Kyiv up 
and it certainly improved the appear-
ance of the riverbank. On the other, 
nowadays you can go into the toilet 
of an expat pub and find a prostitute 
waiting to offer you her services. When 
River Palace was there… you went 
looking for them, rather than them 
for you.”

Graham Phillips is a freelance writer 
living in Kyiv. 
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River Palace, the one-stop shop for men and women, was towed to Ukrainka, 
downriver from Kyiv on the Dnipro River, on July 29, 2010. (Ukrafoto)
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LET’S PLAN YOUR WEDDING AT THE PALACE! 
The capital’s Premier Palace is especially suited to the enchantment 
of a wedding. 
The Hotel’s hundred-year history covers so many events, personalities 
and exciting moments – and this is that special “something” that we 
can bring to your wedding celebration. 
If you are planning a fall or winter wedding, our banquet hall will 
take on the appearance you have dreamed of: from a fresh spring 
garden to an Olympian wedding feast fit for the gods.
All you have to do is tell us what you want. We’ll take care of the 
details: the space, the sites and the artistry of our professionals will 
bring any dream to life – just for you!

For details contact us:
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 Weddings

BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOT.COM

Some women dream of wedding gowns 
and black limousines from early child-
hood. Others act indifferent to mar-
riage. But in the end almost everyone 
has a ring on their finger – even if it 
doesn’t last forever.

That’s probably why, even in times 
of economic crisis, the wedding indus-
try does well. New wedding designers, 
florists and wedding fashion houses 
keep appearing not only in European 
countries, but in Ukraine as well.

“There was no wedding industry 
in Ukraine at all when it just became 
independent,” said leading wedding 
designer Oksana Mukha. Her brand 
has been on the market for almost 
two decades and started from a dress 
rental shop with no designer wedding 
outfits (which come in a single-copy 
only). Her stock initially came in from 
abroad. Her first exclusive wedding 
fashion lines appeared in 1993. From 
then on, she’s been on the road to 
success.

Mukha says Ukrainian wedding fash-
ion has progressed a lot since the early 
1990s. “It used to be all white a decade 
ago, (but) now colors are widely used 
and there are many themed weddings,” 
she said. 

Brides agree. “People lately started 
successfully combining national tradi-
tions like eating a wedding loaf and salt 
with European ones, like decorating 
their wedding spaces with one color, 
all with fresh flowers or bridesmaids in 
the same color and similar dresses,” said 
Victoria Tyazhkorob, 24. She married a 
year ago, but has been a maid of honor 
at 11 weddings and has the wardrobe to 
prove it. “This definitely confirms the 
European trends in Ukrainian wedding 
fashion,” she laughs. 

Tyazhkorob’s wedding was pretty big 
with more than 200 guests invited, but 

still perfectly decorated in brown and 
cream colors with wheat and chrysan-
themums all around the wedding hall.

“The selection of flowers definitely 
became more elegant at Ukrainian 
weddings in recent years,” said Anna 
Oksymets, a wedding florist in busi-
ness for eight years. “The palette defi-
nitely became more interesting, there 
are many more creative orders and 
approaches, even though classic (solu-
tions) are still quite popular,” she said. 

“I wanted something totally crazy, up 
to thorns in the bouquet and I got it,” 
said another newlywed, Olga Lavytska, 
who married a few months ago, with a 
short dress and a short budget. “Now 

you can get even a good European 
wedding for Ukrainian money,” she 
said.

As anywhere, weddings are pricey 
in Ukraine. But weddings can be had 
for both $10,000 and $2,500. Wedding 
gown prices can jump to Hr 30,000 for 
a designer dress or fall to Hr 1,000 or 
even less. 

As new products appear, weddings 
are also becoming more creative. 
Ukrainian bride Natalia Maiboroda 
had two weddings – in Moscow and in 
Kyiv – and both were as imaginative as 
can be: a globe-shaped wedding cake, 
an old car for newlyweds covered with 
a knitted blanket and wedding rings 

with fingerprints. 
“Even our rings are unique,” 

Maiboroda said. “I got one with my 
husband’s fingerprint and he got one 
with mine,” she said, adding that such 
rings can only be bought in Russia and 
Canada.

Others just want to keep things 
simple and elegant. Iryna Petrenko, a 
recent bride, said she and her husband 
decided against the official ceremonies, 
dinners and expensive outfits. 

“We didn’t want a suit that would 
hang in the wardrobe for years, never 
to be used again, and a gown that costs 
thousands (of hryvnias),” she said. “So 
we bought my husband an ensemble in 

Zara and bought my wedding gown for 
just Hr 1,000,”she explained.  

Her ivory-colored dress with a big 
black ribbon looks just like a creation 
by world famous American designer 
Vera Wang – but it isn’t. But the 
imitation looks real enough and costs 
just a fraction of the several thousand 
dollars for an original. Petrenko said 
she always loved Wang’s collections 
and dreamed about wearing one. “I 
just bought the materials and found a 
person who would make it for me, easy 
and cheap,” she said. 

But others just need that designer’s 
touch, no matter the price. Ukraine’s 
Natalia Tausher, for instance, accepts 
orders starting from Hr 10, 000, which 
then cover services for the bride up to 
the wedding day. “If there is a need I 
even come to the bride’s house to help 
her get dressed myself,” she says. 

Her gowns definitely stand out 
through the bright elements, decora-
tions and models. Tausher claims a 
single look is enough to conceive a 
dress that would fit a bride’s inner 
appearance and says each of her works 
is unique.  “I have a rule – no less than 
15 differences between two gowns,” 
she explains. The designer says most 
women born in the 80s still dream 
of a fairy-tale princesses look but 
younger brides opt for elegant silhou-
ette gowns.

Designer and elite wedding planner 
Olga Gromova says Ukraine’s wedding 
market still has a lot to learn from 
Europe, although the trend is positive. 
“There were no such professions as 
wedding planner or wedding creative 
director in Ukraine several years ago 
and still many agencies don’t have 
specialists,” she said. “Luckily there are 
less balloons and more style and taste 
at Ukrainian weddings.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Daryna 
Shevchenko can be reached at shevchen-
ko@kyivpost.com 

European trends blossom in 
Ukraine’s wedding market

In partnership with Premier Palace Hotel

Victoria Tyazhkorob, a newlywed from Kyiv, her groom, bridesmaids and 
groomsmen celebrate the 2011 wedding in Kyiv. (Bohdan Grygorenko)
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BY ELENA PASHKOVSKAYA
PASHKOVSKAYA@KYIVPOST.COM

A stiff, official ceremony in the Civil 
Registry, the playing of a recorded 
Mendelssohn’s March, photos near 
monuments and an ordinary banquet. 
That’s what most weddings looked like 
for a long time in Ukraine.

But more and more couples are 
trying to make this special day more 
exclusive and beautiful.

“The main trend now is an out-
door ceremony in European style. It 
gives a lot of space for creativeness 
and fantasy,” says Ksenia Bobyl, the 
owner of the Love Is In The Air wed-
ding agency.  “Our task is to make it 
unforgettable and pleasant, to bring a 
couple’s dreams to life.”

According to Bobyl and her col-
leagues, it takes three to seven months 
to organize a wedding. To help a 
couple through this complicated event, 
future spouses sometimes decide to 
hire wedding organizers.

The steps are rather simple. The 
wedding organizer usually starts with 
a theme for the wedding chosen by 
the couple. Then, the organizer offers 
different options for decoration, a ban-
quet menu, the design for invitations, 
flowers and entertainment.

Dasha Pyvovar from Kyiv is one of 
many brides who used the organizers’ 
services. Her wedding took place in 
early September. It was an outdoor 
ceremony for 170 guests, held in a 
countryside restaurant. Entertainment 
was brought by a magician and popular 
Ukrainian folk band TIK.

“I met with six wedding organizers, 
before choosing one,” Pyvovar says. 
“I’m really happy that my wedding was 
led by an organizer because I hardly 
could handle all by myself. I didn’t have 
to worry about anything that day.”

Pyvovar won’t reveal her own wed-
ding expenses. But Bobyl, who took 
care of her wedding, says that her 

price starts from about $700 for small 
weddings, while weddings with more 
elaborate programs cost at least $1,500 
to organize. Some agencies, she says, 
prefer charging a commission from the 
entire wedding budget.

According to Bobyl, her clients’ 
wedding budgets differ. She said the 
average cost is $30,000, while some 
families spend up to $80,000. Lower-
budget weddings for $10,000 and even 
$5,000 are also in her resume.

“If couple doesn’t want an organizer, 
they can just order the services of coor-
dinator to help them on the day of 
ceremony,” Bobyl says.

Another wedding organizer, Masha 
Reznikova, talked about the main 
ingredients of wedding planning.

“We start with choosing a date,” 
says Reznikova. “Then the location, 
the bride’s dress, the host, the photog-
rapher and cars. Those are the things 
that need to be ordered as early as 
possible.”

According to her, the average 

time to prepare the wedding is three 
months, but it could be done faster 
or even take longer. “A good agency 
can plan and organize everything in 
just two weeks, usually clients are the 
ones who slow the process down,” 
Reznikova said.

Unexpected problems can ruin wed-
dings. That’s where organizers step in. 

Reznikova remembers a case when 
a restaurant where the banquet took 
place suddenly changed the curtains 
on the day of ceremony, and the new 
curtains just didn’t go with the wedding. 
The scariest thing that ever happened, 
Reznikova says, was when the lights 
went off in the whole neighborhood. 

But the biggest challenges usually 
come from the clients themselves. 

“Sometimes the bride and groom 
would quarrel, or their mothers would 
interfere, pushing their own views,” 
Reznikova said.

Kyiv Post staff writer Elena 
Pashkovskaya can be reached at pashk-
ovskaya@kyivpost.com

sour aftertaste because of the 
lemon sauce. Savory shashlik (Hr 113) 
was also good. 

For those with a sweet tooth, a 
lot of nice desserts are available a 
la carte. Choices include chocolate 
cake (Hr 37), éclairs (Hr 49) and ice-
cream. 

Overall, Botsad is a pleasant place 
to enjoy a glass of good wine during 
leisure hours. Cozy armchairs, dim 
lighting and knitted napkins make 
visitors feel at home. The terrace 

opens onto Lva Tolstoho Street and 
the Botanical Garden, where throngs 
of students pass by, making it a great 
place for people-watching.

So don’t hesitate to spend a night 
out at Botsad. I won’t.

Botsad 
25 Lva Tolstogo St. 
Hours: 8 a.m. – until the last guest 
095-876-4297 
http://www.bot-sad.kiev.ua/

Food Critic: Pig out at Botsad
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Botsad restaurant offers 
clients a dining experience 
in the company of rabbits. 
Other farm animals can be 
seen at the “green corner.” 
(Ganna Bernyk)

Organizers step 
in to smooth 
out weddings

Organizers look after 
every wedding detail. 
(Courtesy)

An outdoor wedding ceremony is a popular choice for many couples. (Hastya Guz)
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Wedding gists from Kika-style salons are not just for the bride and groom, but 
also are for their friends. You can even do a test hairstyle and makeup without 
pay. Your guests will be able to use the service salon with a 20% discount. 

Expert Sassoon Academy and Toni&Guy stylists make beautiful braided hair 
and celebrity styles. Popular among the stars, Kika-style  beauty salons 
collaborate with brands such as Louis Vuitton, Crystal Group Ukraine, La 
Perla, Slava Zaitsev, and other fashion houses. Kika-beauty salons represent 
a guarantee of a perfect wedding style. 

10, Shota Rustaveli Srt | 30b, Lesia Ukrainka Blvd | 101, Stolichnoe Shosse | 18, Gorkogo Str.

www.kika-style.com.ua

Hair & Style & Make up Kika-style, Kiev, UA 

Get a gist certificate for grooming at Kika-style beauty salon!

 +38 (044) 569 50 69
+38 (096) 800 81 61facebook.com/kika-style
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Stag, hen parties catch on 
among marrying couples
BY DARYNA SHEVCHENKO
SHEVCHENKO@KYIVPOT.COM

It is the topic of jokes for many come-
dians:  If you’ve ended up drunk at 
a nightclub with a bridal veil on your 
head, or in the arms of a handsome 
stranger who’s not your fiancee, you 
just might be having the final blast 
before your marriage.

They’re called bachelor or stag par-
ties for men, bachelorette or hen par-
ties for women.

And the sometimes risque, often 
alcohol-soaked events, are catching on 
among Ukrainians.

“The tradition of celebrating hen and 
stag parties before weddings definitely 
came to us from the United States, as 
many other wedding traditions,” said 
Artur Sygnaevskyi, the director of the 
High Day event agency in Kyiv.

Sygnaevskyi said Ukrainians mostly 
prefer to organize such events them-
selves, without the help of event agen-
cies. Maybe that’s because such a ser-
vice is quite pricey, sometimes costing 
upwards of Hr 10,000 or more for a 
standard celebration with a limousine, 
alcohol and strippers. “Mostly stag par-

ties are pretty much the same – out-
side-the-city celebrations and a lot of 
alcohol,” he said. Sygnaevskyi laughed 
while recalling a story about a groom 
who was arrested during a stag party 
and missed the wedding.

Brides are often the most creative. 
They organize themed parties, prepare 
costumes and have fun, though not 
always in a more civilized way.  

“My friends organized a disco-style 
party,” said Anna Daniliuk, a newlywed 
from Kyiv. “Everyone had tutu-like 
skirts, mine was white, and I also had a 
flashing bridal veil. They even made a 
funny video about my life.” 

But it didn’t stop there. Daniliuk’s 
friends went even further, decorating 
an entire room with inflated penises 
and hanging them from the ceilings. 
“Even a cake was in a penis shape,” 
Daniliuk said.

Ideas for parties celebrating brides’ 
and grooms’ last night of freedom are 
endless, and it seems Ukraine is an 
attractive place to host them. 

“I want to organize real trips to 
Chornobyl [nuclear power plant] as 
a stag party venue, and themed stag 
parties like 007 nights and weekends 

where a guy comes to Kyiv and we set 
him up to meet a damsel in distress by 
tracking her down for two nights,” said 
Neil Leary, a professional stag party 
organizer from Great Britain. Leary 
said he finds Ukraine to be one of the 
most attractive places for pre-wedding 
celebrations, as well as a place of 
intrigue and mystery. 

And mystery is an important part of 
the stag and hen celebrations. Friends 
usually try to surprise a groom or 
bride. 

“My friends invited me to a concert, 
but I had no idea what was going to 
be there,” said Andriy Fedchuk. He got 
home late after the party, or, depend-
ing on how you look at it, early the 
next day. Luckily it was planned well 
in advance of his wedding. “We had 

our parties almost a week ahead of the 
ceremony. I think that’s the right way 
to do it, if you don’t want to have a 
hangover wedding.” 

Another good way to have a memo-
rable party is to go out clubbing. Kyiv 
nightclubs offer a wide variety of stag 
and hen party possibilities. In most 
clubs you can get a discount for such 
an event, including free alcohol and 
interesting contests. 

“We started partying at home, but 
then moved on to Bionika nightclub,” 
said Yulia Lyapkalo. She had a gentle-
men-style hen party. The dress code 
required black-and-white suits with 
black bow ties. Even though the club’s 
dress code for hen parties required 
veils and Lyapkalo’s friends had only 
bow ties, they didn’t panic and made 

some, right in front of the club’s door, 
from a piece of tulle. 

Lyapkalo chuckled when telling 
about tasks assigned to her by her 
bridesmaids while out at the club. “I 
had to collect a whole notebook of 
men’s phone numbers and pass it to 
the unmarried friends,” she said.  

Lyapkalo said her hen party was just 
right. “I don’t think these stag and hen 
parties have some very deep meaning. 
It’s just one more chance to have a 
good time with your friends and relax 
after all the wedding preparations,” she 
explained. “But afterward I said it’s 
truly worth it to get married, just to 
have a hen party.”

Kyiv Post staff writer Daryna 
Shevchenko can be reached at shevchen-
ko@kyivpost.com 

A stag party for men organized by the Stylyaga event agency. (kiev.ko.slando.
ua)

Anna Daniliuk and friends have fun during Daniliuk’s hen party before her wedding. (Courtesy)
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bosses, who made every pos-
sible attempt to win his good graces.  

Several thousand people gathered 
near the city opera house, wearing the 
white-and-blue cloaks and caps, and 
holding the flags and umbrellas with 
the party’s symbols. Mostly middle-
aged women were happily dancing to 
the love songs of pop singer and No. 2 
in Party of Regions list Taisiya Povaliy.      

The romantic mood was abruptly 
interrupted by Azarov’s arrival on stage. 
Standing between the head of oblast 
administration, Mykhailo Dobkin, and 
Kharkiv Mayor Hennady Kernes -- both 
local Party of Regions leaders – Azarov 
resembled a Soviet-era Communist 
Party chief waving to the crowd from 
the heights of the Kremlin wall.

The prime minister spoke about sta-
bility and starting the modernization 
process as the main achievements of 
the ruling team.

“Will we give it all to ‘the Orange 
(camp)’ on October 28?” he asked the 
crowd. 

“No!” the people shouted in reply.
Just several kilometers from that 

point is the hospital where one of 
the 2004 Orange Revolution’s lead-
ers and Azarov’s predecessor, Yulia 
Tymoshenko, is serving a seven-year 
sentence. Her conviction for criminal 
abuse of office last year is widely regard-
ed as a politically motivated attempt to 
eliminate her as Yanukovych’s top rival. 
Yanukovych has so far not heeded the 
West’s calls for Tymoshenko’s release, 
creating strains with the United States 

and European Union.
Azarov seemed to forget that eight 

years ago he stood on another stage in 
front of Orange Revolution protesters 
in Kyiv, who prevented Yanukovych 
from coming to power in 2004. Azarov, 
however, had been a supporter of 
Yanukovych.

Playing an anti-Orange card together 
with huge financing of the campaign 
has allowed the ruling party to keep 
leading positions in the election polls.

Despite common disappointment 
with the economic and political stagna-
tion in the nation, residents of Kharkiv 
and other southern and eastern cit-
ies continue supporting the Party of 

Regions. Many say they don’t see any 
good alternatives. Local officials also 
pressure voters, analysts say.

Whatever the case, central party 
leaders didn’t feel the need to put 
much effort into talking with the elec-
torate. After delivering his three-minute 
speech, Azarov promptly left the stage, 
allowing Povaliy to continue entertain-
ing the public with her free concert.   

“Perhaps he is very busy,” said 
70-year-old pensioner Nina Trofimtseva, 
who said she is going to vote for Party 
of Regions. The other participants of the 
event, however, were less talkative. “I 
will not tell you anything. It is not in my 
interests,” one of the women answered 

after a question about her voting plans.
When the Region’s pre-recorded 

anthem was played to end the concert, 
the crowd dispersed quickly, handing 
over the white-and-blue party symbols 
to organizers. By the end of the song, 
the square was almost empty, which 
led to the impression that the huge 
event was organized just to please the 
leader’s eyes.  

Azarov sometimes even appeared 
irritated by the servile attitude of local 
officials. While meeting with students 
of the Kharkiv Law Academy earlier 
that day, he slammed the representa-
tive of the university administration, 
who tried to thank him for “perfect state 
of the student’s dormitories,” despite 
negative murmuring in the hall.  

“Do you see this reaction?” he said. 
“I will reply on it. I perfectly know how 
our dormitories look like.”

A geophysicist by profession, Azarov 
spent almost two decades working in 
research institutes and lecturing. So, 
speaking to the students, he looked more 
confident than in front of the Region’s 
supporters. He tried to persuade young 
people with state plans of cheap loans 
for housing, and described Ukraine’s 
economy as having good prospects amid 
the harsh economic crisis in Europe. 

But the students reacted skeptically 
to the prime minister’s speech, telling 
jokes and criticizing. “Emigration, only 
emigration,” one of them said.

Kyiv Post staff writer Oksana 
Grytsenko can be reached at grytsenko@
kyivpost.com 

Azarov on hustings 
for Party of Regions
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President Viktor Yanukovych Prime Minister Mykola Azarov

Engravings 
by Durer, 
Rembrandt 
 
The collection of rare engravings 
by world famous painters German 
Albrecht Durer and Dutch Rembrandt 
van Rijn will go on display among other 
masterpieces of European masters 
of graphic art on Oct.26 in National 
Museum of Western European Art 
known as Museum of Bogdan and 
Varvara Khanenko.
The visitors will have chance to 
see the oldest city maps and other 
graphic drawings made using ancient 
techniques as well as learn more about 
the process of making engravings.
The Mystery of Old Boards. 
Through Dec. 31. Museum of 
Bogdan and Varvara Khanenko. 
Hr 10 
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Kyiv Post is Ukraine's leading English-language newspaper

INTERNET SALES MANAGER
www.kyivpost.com

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Selling Internet advertising.

Developing and building effective relations with existing and prospective agencies/networks/clients.

Propose and develop new products and ideas.

Monitoring and analysing Internet market and provided client service quality.

REQUIREMENTS:
Internet sales experience is a plus.

Experience in media planning.

Ability to meet deadlines.

Good communication skills.

Proactive and positive person.

Knowledge of AdRiver system.

It's a full-time position. 
WE OFFER: 

Opportunity to get experience in a reputable organization,  working with a dynamic team. 

Convenient office location (31a Pushkinska str.)

Please send you CV to hr@kyivpost.com

Chemonics seeks an experienced program coordinator and project leader to lead the 
anticipated five-year, USAID-funded Participant Training Program in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
The objective of the project is to transfer new knowledge, skills, and a�itudes to 
Ukrainians to improve the political, social, and economic context in Ukraine and 
to create a network of professionals who share international best practices and 
knowledge throughout Ukraine. 
We are looking for individuals who have a passion for making a difference in the lives 
of people around the world. 
Responsibilities include: 

Serve as the leader of the project
Provide technical, management, and financial oversight
Coordinate with USAID/Ukraine, the Government of Ukraine, stakeholders 
and other Ukrainian institutions, other donors, and partner organizations, 
host organizations, training providers, and participants

Qualifications: 
Master's degree in education or a related fields (economics, history, sociology, 
etc.)  required
Minimum seven years of experience in sector assessments, strategic planning, 
project management, education-training and capacity development programs, 
program design, and monitoring and evaluation
Working knowledge of relevant USAID and U.S.-government policies, strate-
gies, and requirements
Experience interacting with government agencies, host-county governments 
and counterparts, and international donor agencies 
Experience managing international programs similar to this project preferred
Experience working in Ukraine or in Eastern Europe or Eurasia preferred 
USAID experience preferred
Demonstrated leadership, versatility, and integrity 
Fluency in English required

Application Instructions: 
Send electronic submissions to ukraineptprecruit@chemonics.com 
by October 30, 2012. Please include the name of the position in the subject 
line. No telephone inquiries, please. Finalists will be contacted.

International Hotel in Kyiv is seeking for 
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Responsibilities:
Reporting to tax and local authorities, 
Placing 2nd signature on all financial 
reports
Reconciliation of accounts and balance 
sheets
Balancing books, optimizing tax 
obligations
Implementing and maintaining 
acceptable accounting practices and 
procedures required
Controlling calculations, accrual and 
timely payment of taxes and fees 
according to the local regulations and 
requirements
Ensuring month end closing prepared as 
the required procedures

Requirements:
5 years working experience as Chief 
Accountant
Excellent knowledge of English is a must
Education: degree in Finance or 
Economics
Great knowledge in Ukrainian Tax Law
Team leader; highly motivated with great 
analytical skills
Computer proficiency (Excel is a must!)
Knowledge of automatic accounting 
program is a must

CV and cover letter in English 
to hotelcareer1@gmail.com 

with subject: “CA”
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15 boxes 
260×179,5 13 125 17 500 3 boxes 

49,2×179,5 2 750 3 666

8 boxes 
207,3×118 7 000 9 333 2 boxes 

102×56,5 1 833 2 444

4 boxes 
102x118 3 666 4 888 1 boxes 

49,2×56,5 916 1 222

By Phone or E-mail (from 9 a.m. to 6p.m. Ask for Elena Grysiuk)  
Tel. +380 44 353 9024, e-mail: grysiuk@kyivpost.com

All prices are given without VAT.
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International School

Primary School & Secondary School
Tel:  / 044-434-88-80 Fax: 044- 463-50-03
Mobile: +380 63 267 84 99
www.mischool.com.ua

Now Enrolling...

From Kindergarten to University... 

Kindergarten (Aged 2 years +) 
Tel: 468-22-71

www.sadok.mischool.com.ua

In business, how you say it is 
everything. We guarantee the 
professionalism of our work.

The Kyiv Post has access to some of the most accomplished language specialists in Ukraine.

We are offering their talents to your company to produce more professional documents, 
newsletters, releases and other materials on a timely basis. If you are a professional firm, 
your company materials must be as polished as possible. Monthly fees start as low as 
3,500 hryvnia per month. 

You may also purchase photos by the Kyiv Post photographers. 

The Kyiv Post Commercial Department

by native speakers 
in English, Ukrainian 

and Russian 

Call Kateryna Kalendruz, Special Projects Coordinator +380 50 311 3804 or e-mail: kalendruz@kyivpost.com 

Classifieds

e-mail: grysiuk@kyivpost.com

Company formation, 
Accountancy

+380 44 578 27 10
www.yesbusiness.com.ua

ACCOUNTANCY
Taxation

Company formation
+380-44-237-72-76

www.accountants.com.ua

Assistance to expats, business 
assistance. City Tours with English 

speaking guides. Night Life tours and 
dinners with companions. Chernobyl 
Tours, Kalashnikov shootings, Wild 

Boar Hunting, Offroad racing + hunt! 
Exclusive tours!

Iles-tour.com
+380 93 510 83 98

LEGAL SERVICES 
Company formation, Litigation

Property sale/acquisition 
Residence permit
laworder.com.ua

e-mail: galina.basteeva@laworder.com.ua 
+38099-294-38-07
+38096-400-98-97

www.iles-group.com

044-425-86-66
044-209-04-37

01025 Ukraine, Kiev, 
Andriivsky Uzviz, 11, 

office 1

International Legal 
Services

Business • 
Immigration
Honorary • 
Consulate in 
Ukraine
Brokerage • 
services in 
Europe and in 
Ukraine

English-speaking driver
with own business class car.

096 353-06-54
Alex

k-senya76@mail.ru

Offshore company and 
Tax planning.

+380 44 362 87 10
www.gcgroup.com.ua

Don’t miss the latest news from 
Ukraine’s leading source of 
information. 
It’s easy and inexpensive to get 
fresh copies of the Kyiv Post 
print edition delivered every 
Friday to your business. 

SUBSCRIPTION

They chose
the Kyiv Post

TO SUBSCRIBE THE KYIV POST: 

call Elena Grysiuk (+380 44) 353-9024, 
mail to subscribe@kyivpost.com or order at kyivpost.com

25
50

100

25 copies - 4,052 uah 

50 copies - 4,500 uah 

100 copies - 5,200 uah

Annual subscription

440 uah
Stand annual rent




